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Dcliberatious on a ncxo Platt for collecting the 
lieventte, and administering Justice — Death of ' 
Colonel Monson, and recomry by Mr. Hastings 
of the governing Poxoer — Plan by Mr. Has- 
tingSifor inquiring into the Sources of Revenue — 
The taxes levied by annual Settlements — Resig- 
nation of Hastings^ tendered by an Agent, whom 
he disowns — Transactions of Mr. Hastings, in 
the Cases of Mr Middleton, Mr. Ferwhe, and 
Munny Begum — The Directors, ordering the 
Transactions to be reversed, are disobeyed — ■ 
Relations with the Mahrattas — J Detachment 
of the Beng al Army sent across India to Surat — > 
Expedition from Bombay against Poona — 
Unsuccesful — Fruitless Negotiation with the 
Mahrattas — Goddard’s Campaign against the 
Mahrattas— Connexion with the Ranna cf Go- 
VOL. IV. E 



9 Jitgiilaiions 
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IlasltngSf and returns to Europe 


book \ The state of tlie rc/julations for collecting the ro 
C»Ay 3 venue had for some time pressed upon the attention 
of the go\Mn7iment, The lease of five years, on whicli 
the revenues had heen farmed in 1772 was draunng 
to a close, and it was ncccssorj to determine what 
sort of course should then be pursued To remedy 
evils, wlucli delayed not to moke themselves per- 
ceived in the regulations of 1772, a considerable 
change liad been uitroduced in 1773 The siipcnn 
tcndence of the collectors was abolisJicd The pro 
MDces (Chittagong and Uppcrab remaining under 
the original sort of management, that of a clutf) 
were formed into six ^nd divisions, Calcutta, 
Burdwan, Moorshedabad, , pinagcpore, Dacca, and 
Patna In each of these divisions (Calcutta excepted 
for which two members of Uie council ond three su 
penor servants, under the name of o committee of re- 
venue were apiramtod) n council w'as formed, consist 
ing of a chief, and four senior servants, to whom 
powers were confided, tlio same in general, with 
those formerly cnjo>cd by the collectors Tlic^ ex- 
ercised n command over all the officers and afTmra of 
revenue, willim Uic dnision The members super- 
intended in rotation the ctvU courts of justice callwl 
Sudder Adaulut The councils appointed dipiilics, 
or naih to tlie subordinate districts of the division 
riicsL naibs w ho were natives, nnd callcil also aumib 
Ijolb supcnnlcndcd the v ork nf realizing the revenue, 
and held courts of fiscal judicalurv, cullcil courts of 
Duance Adaulut J he dcauons ofthwv courts wtn 
subject by appeal to the review of the provindal 
tourts of Sudder Adaulut wlucli deeded in tlic last 
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more than two thirds of the march would be com- BOOK v. 
pleted ; that tlic consent of the Pesh^^ a had been ob- ^ 
tained , and tliat the ^lahiatta cliiefs, whatever their 1778. 
inchnations, were too much engaged in watching the 
designs of one another, to be able to oppose the de- 
tachment. 

Vai’ious were the orders by which its movements 
weie affected The Presidency at Bombay, ha^dng 
taken up hopes that the presiding party at Poonah 
n^ould favour the views of tlie Enghsh, and dismiss 
the agents of the French, wiote a first letter to the 
detachment, requiiing them to halt, and wait till sub- 
sequent directions , and presentl}’- tliereafter qnother 
letter, desinng them to prosecute tlie march. In the 
mean time intelligence had reached Calcutta, that 
war was declared between the English and the 
French. Upon this, instructions were 'dispatched to 
Colonel Leslie by the supreme "Council, not to ad- 
vance, till further orders, beyond the limits of Berar, 

According to the Governor General, the Company 
had nothing to dread from the efforts of the French, 
at either Calcutta or JVIadras; it was the western 
coast on which, both from the weakness of Bombay, 
and the inclinations of the Mahratta government, 
those enemies of the English had any prospect of suc- 
cess ; and wheie it most behoved the servants of the 
Company to provide against their attempts. He re- 
commended a connexion with some of the leading 
powers of the country , pointed out the Rajah of 
Berar as the Piince with whom it was most desirable ^ 
to combine ; and mentioned two services by which 
the co-operation of that Prince might be ensured. 

One of these services was to assist him in the reco- 
very of the dominions which had been wrested from 
Inm by Nizam Ah. The other was to support him 
in a jiretension to the Mahratta Rajahstdp, The 
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legitimate, but impotent King of the Mnhratta<, had 
recently died m hia captivity at Sattamh, without 
leaving issac And the Hnjah of Berar, aa a branch 
of the house of Sevagee, might urge a claim to the 
siHX^ssion In pursuance of these objects^ an em 
bassy to the court of Berar was voted by the inajo- 
nty and dispatched. In the mean time another rc- 
\ olution had ensued m the government at Poonah 
The party of Sicenram Baboo was ogam overthrown 
and that of Nana Fumavese exalted by the powerful 
coopcratioQ of Madngee Semdrn. The party of 
Nona still appeared to favour the French The de- 
feated party, now led by a duef named hloraba, as 
the age of Siccaram Baboo in a great measure dis- 
quabfie<l him for business,! were eager to corabme 
witli the English in raising Bagoba and the Prcsi 
dcncy of Bombay had no lack of inchnation to se- 
cond their designs A resolution to tliis elfcctwas 
passed on the S21et of July 1778 but it vnis not till 
the beginning of November that any step was taken 
for Its execution Tlic activity of the Presidency 
hod been repressed bv news of the confinement of the ' 
leading members of the party at Poonnli, from whom 
they expected assistance, and by lostnictions from 
the Supreme Council not to pursue an} measures 
which might interfere with the object of the cm 
bo'iS} to iiroodagee Bonsla, the Begcnt of Bcmr 
Earl) however in November, a plan of operations 
wTis concerted a trait) was concludctl with Bn 
golia a loan to n consldcmble amount was advanced 
to him and, upon inlclhgcncc that the ruling part) 
at Poonah had pcnclmtcd Uinr designs and were 
making preparations to defeat them it waidctemilnctl 
to send forward one division oftlicarmv imincdiattlv 
and the rest with all po<vjijie dbpnlch 

Tlic force which vva ’tent upon this cntenmi'* 
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amounted in all to nearl}'- 4,500 men. A committee, BOOK v. 
consisting of Colonel Egertou, Mr. Carnac a mem- ^ 
ber of tlie Select Committee, and ]\Ir. iMostyn for- 1779. 
merlj’- agent of tlic Presidency at Poonah, were ap- 
pointed a Committee for superintending the expe- 
dition, and setthng the government at Poonah. The 
ai’my set out about the beginning of December; 
on the 20d completed the ascent of the mountains, 
and ai lived at Condola The enemy now, for the 
first time appeared. From tlie head of tlie Ghaut, 
or pass, udnch the)^ secured by a fortified post, the 
Englisli, on the 4tli of Januaiy, began their maicli 
tou'ard Poonah, with a stock of provisions for twenty- 
five days. Tliey were opposed by a body of troops, 
who retired as they advanced, but cut 'off their sup- 
phes, and seized every oppoitunity to harass and im- 
pede them. They weie not joined, as they had en- 
couraged themselves to expect, by any chief of inir 
portance, or numbers to any considerable amount. 

And it was in vain, as they were mfoimed by Ra- 
goba, to hope, that his friends and adlierents would 
declare themselves, till the English, by some impor- 
tant operations and success, held out to them a pio- 
‘ spect of safety. The army continued to advance till 
the 9th of Januaiy, when, at the distance of about 
sixteen miles from Poonah, and eighteen from the 
summit of the pass, they found an army assembled 
to oppose them. The Committee, to whom, by a 
strange pohey, the command of a mihtary expedition 
was consigned, began to despam , and, on learning 
from the commissaiy in chief, that only eighteen days’ 
piovisions were m store, and fi’om the officer com- 
manding the forces, that he could not protect the 
baggage, without a body of horse, tliey made up their 
minds to a retreat. It commenced on the night of 
the 11th But secrecy had not been preseried , and 
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BOOK V they were attacked hy the enemy before day break r 
Chat 3 they lost a part of their baggage, and above 

2779 three hundred men It wna not until four o clock 
in the afternoon that the enemy desisted from the 
f)ursuit, when the Engbsh had eflected their retreat 
as far as Worgaum Hope now deserted not only 
the Committee, but the Commander of the troops 
who declared it impossible to carry back the army to 
Bombay An embassy was sent to the JVIahratta 
comp, to try upon wbnt terms they could have Ica\e 
to return The surrender of Kagoha was demanded 
as a preliminary artide. That unfortunate chief was 
so impressed with the danger of waiting another at 
tack, that he hod declared his intention of surrender- 
ing himself to Scindia, and had been in correspondence 
with that chieftain for several dtxyt the Committee 
were less scrupulous therefore, in bartering lib safety 
for their own 'When this corophance v, as announced, 
and the English expected a corresponding facility on 
the part of the hlahratlas the lenders of that people 
informed them that the surrender of Ragoba was a 
matter of the utmost Indifference that the treat), 
uhich had Iiccn conduded with Colonel Upton, hod 
been sliamcfuUy violated the temtory of the Mob 
ratios invaded and that unless a non treat) ucrc 
formed upon tlic spot, Uic army must remain where 
it was, and abide the consequences The dcdamtlon 
of the Committee, that the) possessed not powers to 
condude n treat), was duregordesk Tlic command 
mg onTiccr dodored, that the attempt to force a re 
treat could lead to nothing but the total destruction 
oftlic army It wn« therefore agrccil to submit to 
fiich conditions os the Mobrattas might impose and 
a treat) wassigncd by whidi all thcncquisilions were 
rrlniquUhcd wlndi had l»ccn mode in ihovc parts by 
Uic 1 njjlujh, since the treaty A\ith Mndlioo Ron in 
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Censiued the DiHctors 

1756; Baroach was given up to Scindia; UagobaBOOK V. 
placed in his hands; the detachment from Bengal ^ 
was ordered to retuni ; and two Englislimen of dis- 1779. 
tinction were left as hostages for the due fulfilment 
of the terms. 

No approbation could be more complete than that 
which was bestowed by the Court of Directors on the 
object of tliis expedition. In a letter from the Com- 
mittee of Seciecy, dated the 31st of August, 1778, 

'' The necessity,” they say, “ of counteracting the 
^dews of the French at Poonah appears to us so very 
striking, tliat we not only direct you to frustrate their 
designs of obtaining a gi*ant of the port of Choul, but 
also to oppose, by force of arms, if necessary, their 
forming a settlement at tliat or any other place which 
may render them dangerous neighbouis to Bombay, 

As the restoration of Ragoba to the Peshwaship is a 
measure upon winch we are determined ; and as tlie 
evasions of the IMahratta chiefs respecting the treaty 
of Poonali justify any depai’ture therefrom on our 
part, we, therefore, du’ect, that if, on the receipt of 
this letter, you sha|l be able to obtain assistance from 
the friends of Ragoba, and with such assistance find 
yourselves in force sufficient to effect his restoration 
without dangerously weakening your garjison, you 
forthwith undertake the same.” In proportion to 
the satisfaction which would have been expressed 
upon a fortunate terraination-of this enterpnse, was 
the displeasure manifested upon its failure. “ The 
first object which strikes us,” say the Directors, “ is 
the slow progress of the army This we deem an 
irreparable injuiy to the service , and m this respect 
the conduct of the Commander in Chief appears ex- 
tremely defective The consequence was obvious ; 
the enemy had frill opportunity to coUeCt their 
strength ; the friends of Ragoba, instead of being 
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The DHacimatt from Jiiagal 

The penon, who had been chosen to conduct this 
emhassy, died upon the journey before he reached 
the capital of Berar After some fluctuaboo of opi 
nion, it was determined not to continue the nego- 
tiation by appointing a successor but rather to trmt 
in expectation of some advances from the Regent, 

The party of Jlr Francis now urgently pressed for 
a distinct dedaration of the design with which ihe 
detachment, on its way to the western Presidency, 
was directed to continue its march There was not 
only n complication they a65nned, but a contrariety 
of objects the alhanee for raising Moodajec Bonsla 
to the throne of Sevagee being inconsistent with the 
scheme of establishing Ragoba m the oflicc of Peshwa. 
The Governor General, without any definite cxpla 
nation, alleged that the re-instatement of Ragoba had 
never been pursued as an end, but only ns a means , 
that his hopes and expectations were placed on JIoo- 
dajee that the detachment, whether its services 
should be required for the restoration of Ragoba, 
m prosecution of engagements with Moodajec, or 
in opposing the French, ought equally to continue 
its march The opposite party once more uiged m 
vain thar reasons for its recall But all parties 
agreed in condemning Colonel Leslie for the delay 
winch he had incurred and the engagements whicli 
he had formed in pronouncing him unfit to he any 
longer entrusted with tlic command which he hi Id 
and in Iransmiltiiig orders that he should resign it to 
Colonel Goddard the officer next in command. Ixslie 
however, sunned not torccchc llio inliUigcncc of 
his disgrace , nor to produce, it ouglit In he remem 
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Its Operations. 

bei’ed, wliat he miglit have urged in vindication of BOOK v. 
his conduct. He was an officer of experience and ^ 
reputation. It is known, that he held a high Ian- 1779. 
guage, tliat he complained of the Governor-General, 
to whom, by his special directions, he had communi- 
cated a private journal of his transactions, and to 
whom he had trusted for the explanation of his pro- 
ceedings But no inference can safely be founded on 
the allegation that the Governor-General, who had 
previously defended his conduct, was informed of the 
deadly nature of his disease, and the hopelessness of 
his recovery, at the time when he condemned him and 
voted for his recall. 

By the death of Leslie, the command devolved on 
Colonel Goddard on the 3d of October^ On the £2d 
he wrote a private letter to the Governor-General, 
informing him of tlie progress which the detachment 
had made towards the Nerbudda, or the boundary of 
Berar. At the same time with the letter from Co-* 
lonel Goddard, arnved dispatches from Moodaj’ee, ex- 
pressing his lamentation upon the death of the late 
ambassador, and liis liopes that such an event would 
not frustrate the plan of fiiendsMp which it had been 
the object of that embassy to establish. Upon the 
receipt of these letters the Governor General moved, 
that the negotiation with Moodajee Bonsla should be 
resumed ; and that powers to treat with him should 
be communicated to Colonel Goddard. The oppo- 
site party contended, that an affiance with the Re- 
gent of Berar would be equivalent to a declaration of 
war against Nizam Ah, and involve the Carnatic in 
misfortune ; that neither did Colonel Goddard pos- 
sess the qualifications of a negotiator, nor did the 
duties of his command enable him to devote his mind 
to the busmess which a negotiator was requued to 
^erfoim , and that the Presidency of Bombay, under 
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BOOK V whose onJers the detachment had been placed, might 
^ take measures in fiivour of Rngoba, with which the 
1779 mstructioDs they might gicc in rcgnrd to Jloodnjec 
would not be reconcilable 

On the 7th of December, after jntdhgence had n^ 
need of the second revolution at Poonah n hich thp 
GoTCTnor-General regarded ns defeating the ongmnl 
design upon which the assistance of the detaclimcnt 
had been sent to Bombay, he proposed that it should 
no longer act under the orders of that Presidency, 
lest tlie designs of those rulers should defeat the ne- 
gotiation Hath Jloodiyec, entrusted to Colonel God 
clonl. IVTule this proposition was under debate, a 
dispatch was received from the resident at Poonah, 
stating lus expectation of hemg immediately recalled, 
ns the Select Committee at Bombay had determined 
to proceed against the govermng party at Poonah 
Aftiw this intcUigcncc the proposition of the Go\-cr 
nor-Gcncnil, for retaining tlie dclnchmcnl of Colonel 
Goddard under the immediate authority of the Su 
prcrao Council received tlie sanction of the Board 
In the mean time Moodiycc Boosln for n hose alliance 
so much anxiety was expressed Jiad written an 
tvasire letter to Colonel Goddard, dated the £3d of 
XoTcmbcr mniufcstmg pretty dcarli a n-ish to cm 
hroil himself os little as possible cither with the Png 
hsh or lath the Poonah Confedcnicy Goddard 
crossed the Xerhuddoli on the Jsl of December j and 
sent an agent to Nngjiorc, to ascertain how far ho 
might depend upon hloodojcc In conchulon, lie in 
fared, that no engagement could he furmeil betneen 
that diiellnln and tlie Pnghdi, hut that a friendly 
conduct might lie espeeted lonanl thu lUtachmciit, 
while It remained in his dominions 

B) thu time the army of Bomliar was mi ili march 
to Poonalu But (hough Colonel Goddard had Iranv 
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milted regulai* intelligence of his movements to Bom- 
hny, he had received no communications from that 
quarter, and remained in total ignorance of their de- 
signs, except from some intimations communicated 
by JMoodajee, that an expedition against Poonah was 
in preparation. Unceitam as was the ground upon 
which he had to proceed, he had come to the deter- 
mination, that the balance of probabilities required 
his proceedmg to Poonah, nhen he leceived dis- 
patches from tile Council at Bombay, unfolding what 
they had done, and niiat tliey were intending to do ; 
and pressing it upon liini to march to Poonah with 
the smallest possible delay. To the> question why 
the Presidency at Bombay had not sooner made 
Colonel Goddard acquainted mth the design of the 
expedition, and taken the precautionary steps foi se- 
eming co-operation between his detachment and their 
own, the answer must be, either that they exercised 
not the degi’ee of reflection necessaiy for that mode- 
rate display of wisdom ; or tliat they wislied to have 
to thenlselves tlie glory of setting up a Mahratta 
government; or that, to avoid the expense of the 
detachment, they wished it not to arnve. JMoodajee, 
who was afraid to embiod. lumself with the Poonah 
government, if he gave a passage to the troops of 
Goddard, and with the English goverament, if he re- 
fused it, was very earnest with him to wait till he 
received satisfactory letters from Calcutta. But, 
notwithstanding this solicitation, Goddard, on the 
l6th of January, began his march fr’om the banks of 
the Nerbudda 

He took the great road to Booihanpoor and 
Poonah, and arrived at Charwah on the 212!d, where 
he received intelligence that the ai my fi’om Bombay 
had ^advanced as far as Boraghaiit, a place fifty miles 
distant from Poonah. 
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H The DttacJanatfnm BagaU 

BOOK V On the 24th, he received a letter dated the llth, 
^ from the Field Committee, who conducted the Bom- 
1779 bay expedition, rcpteicnlmg, that m consequence of 
an alteration which had taken place in the state of 
affairs, it was not expedient he should advance that 
he should either proceed to Surat, if he found him 
self in a condition to make lus tvny m spite of the 
Mahratta horse, by whom lus march would be nn- 
noved , or remain m the temtones of the Eqjah of 
Berar, till fhrther instructions. This letter placed 
him m a state of perfect uncertainty, whether the 
Bombay army had sustained a disaster which cut off 
their hopes, or bad so Battering a prospect of success, 
that all additional force was accounted unnecessary 
On the next day a letter arrived from the Council nt 
Bombay, apparently writtm without a knowledge of 
the cireumstancca whidi dictated the letter of tlic 
Field Committee, and urging him to proceed. Un- 
der the perplexity which this lack of information, and 
discrepancy of injunctions, inspired, he resolved to 
proceed to Boorlumpoor, in hopes of obtaining in 
tcUigcnce, and amicd nt that ancient capital on 
the 30th 

There, on the 2d of February, he rccciied another 
letter from the Field Committee, dated on the lOUi 
of January, more mysterious than any which had yet 
amved It shortly cautioned liira against obeying 
the order in their letter of tlic IBtli, which on better 
comidcmtion thej deemed tbemiclvcs not competent 
to give Goddard could ill conjecture the meaning 
of thu warning os be bad not received the letter of 
the ICth but be bcllcicd timt it indicated cid 
rather tlian good and saw well the dangers which 
surrounded lum in the heart of the IMabmlln coimtiy, 
if any lenous disaster w liich miglit produce n diangc 
in the mind of Moodnjee lumself, hai! U fallen tlie 
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Its Operations, 

ai’my fi’om Bombay. He waited at Boorlianpoor till nooK v 
the 5tli, in hopes of receiving more certain infofma- ^ 
tion, when he was made acquainted with the nature 1779. 
of the disaster pretty exactly by IMoodajee. He re- 
solved to retreat to Surat, and marched on the 6th 
On the 9th a vakeel ariived from the Poonah govern- 
ment, bearing the letter unritten by the Field Com- 
mittee on the I6th of January. It was the letter in 
which under the dictation of the hlahrattas, they had 
commanded his immediate return to Bengal. This 
injunction it was the business of the vakeel to en- 
force. But Goddard replied that he was marching 
to Bombay in obedience to the orders of the Supreme 
Council, and until the most friendly intentions 
toward the JMahratta state. ' Tlie march was con- 
ducted T/itli great expedition. The troops were 
kept in such exact discipline, that the people, having ^ 
nothing to fear, remained in theii’ houses, and sup- 
plied the army by^ sale unth many conveniences for 
the march. They anived at Surat on the 30th ; a 
distance of nearly three hundred miles in nineteen 
days.^ 

In consequence of these events, it was resolved at 
the Supreme Board, to vest Colonel Goddard with 
full powers for treating with the Poonah government , 
to disavow the convention concluded with the Poonah 
committee, but to express a desiie for accommodation, 
on the basis of the treaty of Pool under, if the 
Mahrattas, on their part, would afford encouragement, 
by rehnquishing all claims founded on that conven- 

1 It IS worthy of remark, that Gazee ad dien Ivhan, formerly Vizir of 
the empire, and grandson of the great Nizam al Mulk, was at this time 
found at Surat, m the disguise of a pilgrim, and confined, till the Su- 
preme Council, being consulted, disapproved of all acts of violence, hut 
forbade his appearing within the temtones of the Company See the 
Letter fiom Gov Gen to Directors, dated 14th January, 1780 Sixth 
Keport to the Secret Com Appendix, No 246 
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book V tion, and by a promise of forming no connbaon, 
CttAP 8 either commercial or polifacal, with the French If 
1779 they should reject these proposals. Colonel Goddard, 
whom the Supreme Council now promoted to tlie 
rank of General, was empowered to renew the war, 
and if possible to form connexions the head of 
the Giucawor family, and the government of Berar 
Goddard had commenced lus correspondence ^Mth 
the Poonah mmistry, when Bagoba made his escape, 
and repaired to Surat, where he received an asylum 
Discordance prevailed among the IVIohrotta cliicfs, 
and much uncertamty hung over their proceedings 
Dissension broke out between Nana and Scindin, by 
whoso umted power Siccoram and Moralm had been 
subdued With professions of a desire for peace, 
they kept aloof from definite terms reports were re- 
ceived of their preparations for war nntl negotiation 
lingered till the 20th of October, nhen Goddard sent 
his dcdoratioD, that if a satisfactory answer to his 
proposals was not retumed in fiflccii da) s, ho sliould 
consider the delay as a dcdnration of ar A repl) 
amved on the 28th Without the surrender of Ra 
goba and the restoration of Salscttc, it was declared 
thnttJic I\rahratta poaxrs would make no agreement 
The General upon this broke off the ncgolmtion and 
repaired to Bombay to concert itli that Council the 
plan of hostilities 

The President and Council of Fomin) had rc- 
cciicd ^nth considerable indignation the intelligence 
of the power independent of them tlvc^ with which 
General Coddanl had littn inie tetl nt the Su|>cnor 
Boanl riit) regarded it ns an cncmachnunt u|>on 
the rights com cyctl to them Imth b) tlic net of par- 
liament niid the cnninnmU of thr Dircctor-i and 
thev had dt^laml tint lhc\ would ^n^t^iIl no re- 
open ilnbty for an) of Iih nctx \t fir^t the) nllrgdl 
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tlie gi’eat exTiaiistion of tlieir resources, as a reason BOOK v. 
against taking any considerable part in tlie war ; but 
when the General held up, as the fii’st object of his 178O. 
operations, the acquisition, on which they had long 
attached their affections, of a tenitoiial revenue ade- 


quate to all the demands of the Presidency, they 
agreed to supply as gi’eat a portion of their tioops, as 
the security of Bombay would allow ; and furnished 
him vuth powers and instructions to treat with Putty 
Sing Guicawar, whose assistance, as placing a friendly 
country in the rear, it was of the greatest importance 
to obtain With regard to Ragoba it was proposed 
to feed him with such hopes, as should ensure the 
advantage of his name , but to engage themselves as 
short a way as possible for a shai’e in the advantages 
of the undertaking, to the success of which it was so 
little in his power to contribute. 

On the 2d of January, 1780, General Goddard 
had crossed the Tapti, with a view both to stimulate 
the good inclinations of Putty Smg, and to reduce 
the fortress of Dubhoy. On the 19tli the army ap- 
peared before the place. On the next day it was 
evacuated by the enemy, when the whole district, 
yielding by estimate a levenue of two lacs of rupees, 
was taken possession of in the name of the Company. 
On the 26th, Putty Smg was at last, ■with some 
diffculty, brought to trust so far in the pouter of the 
Company, as to accede to~the tei ms proposed, and 
it was V agreed that the Guzerat country should be 
divided between the Company and himself, the Com- 
pany obtaining that proportion which had formerly 
accrued to the Mahrattas , and the remainder. being 
rendered independent of the Poonah government, 
and freed from every exterioi claim. Being joined 
by the cavalry of this chief, the Geneial marched 
towards Ahmedabad, the capital of the provmce, be- 
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BOOK V fore ^hich he airiTed on the 30th of Februaiy, ancf 
^ in five daj^ earned it by storm with inconsiderable 
1780 loss. The united armies of Scmdia and Holkar 
amounting to 40,000 men were m the mean time 
odvancing towards Surat. The English General, by 
rapd marches, amred in the neighlwiu'hood of their 
encampment, near Brodera, on the 8th of Afarch, 
and mtended to attack them in the night, but was 
prevented by a letter lit>m one of the gentlemen, left 
as hostages with Scmdia, signiiying that professions 
were made by the Afahratta ciuefs of a desire to esta 
bhsh amity with the English government Of tins, 
Sandia afforded a favourable indication, the following 
day, by sending back the hostages, and along with 
them a vakeel, or commissioner who ncknon lodged 
the hatred borne by his master to Nana Fumavesm, 
and his desire of a separate orrangenienl with the 
English Upon further explanation it appeared, that 
he was anxious to get into bis hands Kogobn and 
his SOD 03 an instrument for aggrondmog himself 
in the Maliratta state a proposition to which Gene- 
ral Goddard would by no means accede Sandio 
at the same time, was offenng terms to Go\lnd Bow 
the brother and opponent of Fult^ Sing and had 
actually received him in his camp Not con\ meed 
of his sincerity and suspecting Ins design to waste 
the season till comrocuccment of the nuns, when lie 
would return home to the business of his govern 
ment and to lus intnguc^ General Goddai^ was 
desirous of forang him to a battle whicli In. con 
ftantly avoided by retreating os the rnglisli army 
adinnced To defeat this stratagem the General 
on the 3d of Apnl rnorclied kilenll) from Iim ramp 
about two o clock in the morning, with four latta 
lions of Se|>o> grtindicrs four companies of 3 uro- 
pcan infantrr, and Iwehc pieces of field arUllcrv 
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Tieaty with Gohud. 

The dislance was about seven miles to the camp of BOOK v. 
the eneiii)'', which he enteied at dawn. He reached 
tlie very centie of the encampment before he was lYSO. 
perceived. The enemy were thrown into their usual 
confusion ; and, though some troops were collected, 
and made a show of resistance, they soon abandoned 
their camp, and occupied a neighbouring ground. 

The English made no delay in proceeding to charge 
them,' wdien the Mahrattas dispersed, and left them 
masters, not only of the field, hut of the country in 
which it wms contained. A detachment from Bom- 
bay took possession also of Parsek, Bellapore, Pan-^ 

W'el, and Calhan, and extended the territory of the 
Presidency along the coast and towards ilie passes of 
the hills in tlie way to Poonah. On tjie 6th of 
April the General was joined by six companies of 
European infantry, and a company of artillery, which 
had been sent to his assistance from Madras, and 
about the same time five companies of Sepoys ariived 
for liim at Surat. As the rainy season liad now com- 
menced, Scindia and Ilolkar withdrew into tlieir 
own countries ; and tlie General, after sending bade 
tlie Bombay detachment, put his troops into canton- 
' ments. and prepared for the succeeding campaign 
Sir E)ie Coote, who had been appointed to suc- 
ceed General Clavering, both as Commander in Chief, 
and as a member of the Supreme Council, had ariived 
- at Calcutta in the beginning of Apiil, 1779, and 
without showing an unvarying deference to tlie opi- 
nions of the Govcrnor-Geneial, commonly supported 
his mcasuics. Early in Noxembei of that year, in 
consequence of an application fiom the Bajah of Go- 
Jiud, commonly know n by the name of the Hanna, 
a Hindu chieftain or prince who go\cincd a lullv 
distuct of conskleiablc extent, l.'ing on the .hinina, 
between the tcnitoiics of Scindm and the Nabob of 
t OL. IV, i: 
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BOOK V Oude, the Governor Geneml proposed a treaty, by 
^ which the lUmna might be empowered to call for the 
1780 assistance of the English against the hlahrattas, of 
whom he stood in constant danger, and should agree 
to assist the English with his forces, when they 
should undertake anyenterpnse against the contiguous 
powers The Governor General, who contemplated 
the continuance of the war with the IMahrattas, pro- 
posed this alhanco, both ns a bamcr ngmnst an inva 
sioD, in tliot direction, of the temtory of the Com 
pany or their nUics and as an advantage, by in 
vnding the territory of the IMahrattas, for operating 
a ducrsion in fa\our of the cntcrpnscs which might 
he undertaken on the side of Bomba) TIjc measure 
VOS opposed by the opposite side of the Board, both 
on tlic ordinary and general ground of the importance 
of abstaining from war, and also in consideration of 
the weakness of the Banna nho hod fen troops, 
and not revenue to pa) even them whoic aid, in 
con^ucncc, would be of httlc aiail, and his protcc 
tion a scnoiis burden In the objections of the op- 
posing party the General conciiTTcd and even trnns 
mitted Ins protest against the terms of the connexion 
But 05 he ^^’as absent the casting vote of the Go\ er 
nor General ga\c his opinion tlic supenontv, and 
the trcnl\ was formed 

In the mean time Intelligence nmved h\ a letter 
from General Cootc dated the 20th of November 
of an Invasion of the temtor) of the Banna, In a 
bodv of i^rahrattas whom his want of n^ourcos mode 
It impo*<ni!c for him (o rt.‘Ni<t Instructions were dis 
patched to afford him sutli asdstonce ns the exigency 
of Oil ca«L might rcijuire and the state of the 1 ng 
lidi forces permit A dttochmcnl of the Compan) s 
arrov hod been prepand in that (quarter, under the 
command of Captain ropham, for the purpose of 
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augmenting the forces of Goddard ; but from the BOOK v. 
considei ation, partly that they could not anive in ^ 
time on the Bombay coast, partly that they might nso. 
contribute to the success of his operations by an at- 
tack upon the part ndiicli was nearest of the Mah- 
ratta frontier, they liad not been commanded to pro- 
ceed, and in the beginning of February^ 1780, they 
were sent to the assistance of the Banna of Gohud. 

Captain Popham found means in this service of dis- 
tinguishing liis enterpiise and talents With a small 
force, and little assistance from the Banna, he ex- 
pelled the Mahrattas fiom Gohud, crossed the Sind, 
into their own territoiy, laid siege to the fortress of 
Lahar, tlie capital of the district of Cutchwagar; 
and having affected an imperfect breach, which the 
want of hea^y cannon enabled him not to complete, 
he, on the' 21st of Apiil, successftilly assaulted and 
took possession of the fort. 

It had, however, been importunately urged, |jotli 
by Coote and Goddard, and -n^as acknowledged by 
the Governor-General, that the force employed on 
the Mahiatta frontier under Captain Popham was far 
from adequate to any such important operations as 
could matenally affect the result of the war. After 
some fluctuation of plans, and great debate and 
opposition at the Superior Board, in which Mr Fran- 
cis in paiticular vehemently opposed the extension ' 
of mihtary efforts, it was determined that a detach- 
ment of three battalions, stationed at Cawnpore, 
under Major Carnac, with a battahon of light in- 
fantry, under Captain Browie, should threaten or 
invade the territories of Scindia and Holkar. In the 
mean time Captain Popham, with the true spirit of 
mihtary ardour, after securing- with great activity 
the conquest of the district of Cutchwagar, turned 
his^ attention to the celebrated forti’ess of GualiCr, 

E S 
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Situated Willun the temtorj' of the Unmin of Goliml, 
but wrested from his fntlicr, and iio^\ gnmsoned by 
the MaJirattns Tlus fortress was situated on the 
sumniib three co<3 m extent, of n stupendous rock, 
scarped almost entire!) round, and defended by a 
thousand men Dy the princes of Hindustan it hod 
niu ay s been regarded ns impregnable And Sir Fyre 
Cootc hinrsclf, in his letter to the Supreme Council, 
dated the 21ht of April, Imd pronounced it " totall} 
repugnant to lus nuhtniy ideas and even absolute 
nmdnciS," to attack it mth so feeble a detnebment, 
and Mtliout a covering anu} to keep oflT the ^Inh 
rattas m Ibc field, and preserve the line of comnui 
Tucation Captain Poplmm mo\ cd to the village of 
Hipore about five coss distant from Gunlior and cm 
ployed bis spies in continually scorching if a spot fit 
for cscnlnding could be found After many and dan 
gcrous c-xpenments, tlicv at last brouglit bun advice 
that one jiarl onlv afTordctl an) appearance of prar 
licnbiRt) At thw place the height of the scarp was 
about sixteen feel from the scarp to the wall was a 
steep ascent of about fortv vnnls, and the wall itself 
was tbirtv feet high “ I took the resolution," snvi 
Captain Popbom " immcibatcl) Hie object was 
glorious and I mode n disposition to prevent os 
mudi as in mr power, the clmncc of tarnl»-hing tin 
honour of the attempt I) the loss we might sustain 
jii ra«c of n repulse" At break of dn\ on the Hd 
of August, the von of the >-lonning part) nmred at 
Iho foot of the rock AVooden laddi n wire applleil 
to the scarp and t lie troops QsiMidcd to t!ie foot of 
tin null Hie pics climlKd iiji, and fisotl tin rojio 
ladders wlicn thi ^pos< innunlrd witli ntnanug 
nctlritv Tlir guanls a Mmlihd witliin Init wiru 
quicklv rcpid cd b) Ihifiti ofthic '.illant Hirdc 
fncltmcnt cnUrcdwith ropiditv, padpiulicdon to (hq 
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main body of tlie place. In tlie mean tim<5 the J' 

greater part of the gariison escaped by another qiiar- 

tei, and left the English masteis of one of the greatest 1730. 
and most celebrated strong holds in tliat quarter of 
tlie globe Tins brilliant achievement, for wliicli 
Captain Popham was lewnrdcd with the rank of 
Major, struck the Mahrattas vith so much conster- 
nation, that they abandoned the circumjacent country, 
aud conveyed tlie alarm to Scindia in his capital.^ 

Tlie opposition which was made by Erancis to 
these proceedings for puslmig the war on the Jumna, 
brought to a crisis the animosities which the struggle 
between him and the Governor-General had so long 
maintained. On the SOtli of July, 1780, Mr. Hast- 
ings, in answering a minute of Mr. Francis, de- 
clared, “ I do not trust to his promise of candour, 
convinced that he is incapable of it. I judge of his 
public conduct, liy my experience of Ins private, 
which I have found to be void of truth and honoui 
The ground _ of these severe expressions, the Govei- 
1101 -General stated to be a solemn agreement formed 
between him and IMr, Francis, which Mr Francis 
had broken. Of tins transaction the following appear 
to have been the mateiial circumstances. When the , 
parhamentaiy appointment, during five years, of the 
Governor-General and Council, expiied in 1778, the 
expectation of a change in the Indian administiation 
was suspended, by the re-appointment, upon the 
motion' of the King’s chief mimstei, of JNIr. Hast- 

1 Tor the tiansactions relative to the Mahratta war, the materials are 
found m the Sixth Report of the Committee of Seciecy in 1781, and the 
tast mass of documents printed in- US ^Ippendix, the twentieth article 
of the Parliamentary Charges against Hastings, and Ins ansn ei , the 
Papers printed for the use of the House of Commons on the Impeach- 
ment and the Minutes of Evidence on the Trinl of Mr Hastings The 
publications of the day, nhich on tins, and other paits of the history 
of Mr Hastings’ Administration, have been consulted,* some iMth more 
some n ith less, ad\ aiitage are far too numerous to mention 
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BOOK V ingg, for a single year Upon the nmval of this 
^ intelligence in Indm» an attempt i^as mode bv some 
1780 mutual fhends of iVIr Hastings and l^tr Francis, to 
delirer the goiemmcnt, at a period of difficulty and 
danger, from the effects of their discordance Both 
parties acknowledged the demand v> Inch the present 
©agency presented for a vigorous and united admi 
nistration and both professed a desire to make any 
sacrifice of personal feelings, and personal interests, 
for the attainment of so important an object On 
the part of iMr Francis it was stipulatwl that j\ralio- 
med Beza Khan, Mr Bristow, and lyir lonke 
should be rc-instated in conformity to the Company s 
orders and on the part of Air Hostings, tlint tbc 
hlahnitta uar, the responsibiblj ofnhicliMr Francis 
had di claimed, and thronn pcrsonollj on tlie Cover 
nor General should be conducted In conformity v\ith 
his conceptions and plans It Tins this part of the 
ngreement which Mr Hostings nccuwl his opponent 
of nolating and of dcpnting him b\ a trenchcroiis 
promise of cCMipcrotion wlndi induced Mr Barwcll 
to depart for Lurope, of that nutliont} i\lnch the 
vote of Mr Harwell ensured. Mr I rnna-* on the 
other hand solemn!} decbrcil that he ‘ncitrwai 
part} to the engagement b} Mr Hastings or 

had a thought of liemg Iwund Ii} it" IIii agree- 
ment with rcganl to the Mnlimttn war he cxplametl 
05 extending onl} to the ojierations then cumtnrnccd 
on the Mahibar cnait but not to frcali o|»CTotioin on 
another part of the Mnhrntla doiniiuons Mr Host 
ing 5 produced a jujK r containing the follow Ing w nnli 
** Mr Ininas Viill not oppoK, an} lutasurt^ which 
the ( orernor Ctni ml ••hnll n-niiuinmd f)r lla pro 
sectituMi of tht wnr m which w« on siijtp./xil to U 
engaged with the Mohratla% f r fir ih'* gmtfnl 
port of the pirvTil jwditlcal ’*utcin nf Ids gorrni 
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ment.” To the terms of this agreement, presented BOOK v. 
to hli. Francis in wilting, lie aflirmcd that Mr. Fran- ^ 
CIS gave Ins fall and deliberate consent The reply 1730. 
of Mr. Francis was in the following words : In one 
of our conveisations in Februaiy last, Mr. Hastings 
desired me to read a paper of memorandums, among 
which I presume this article was inserted. I return- 
ed it to him the moment I had read it, with a decla- 
ration that I did not agree to it. or hold myself 
bound by the contents of it, or to that effect.” Mr. 

Francis added some reasonings, dra^Ti from the natu- 
lal presumptions of the case. But these reasonings 
and piesumptions had little tendency to strengthen 
the evidence of his personal assertion — the ground, 
between him and his antagonist, on which this ques- 
tion seems finally to lest. With the utmost eaniest- 
ness Mr Hastings repeated the affirmation of the 
terms on which Mr. Fiancis declared his assent; and 
at this point the verbal controveisy between them 
closed Soon after, a duel ensued between Mr. Hast- 
ings and Mr. Francis, in which the latter was wound- 
ed, and on the 9 fch of December that gentleman 
quitted India, and i eturned to Europe. ^ 

1 Sixth Keport of tlie Comrnittee of Secrecy, 1781, p 98, and Appen- 
dix, No 288, also Fifth Report of the Select Committee, 1781, p 14, 

18, 30, Memoirs of the late War in Asia, i 301, 
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CHAP IV 

In Carnatic, Relations befxceen the English and 
Nabob — Plenipotentiary tri th independent P on- 
ers from the Ring — English courted by Ilyder 
Alt and the Mahrattas, and in Danger from 
both — Nabob and Plenipotentiary desire Alliance 
Kith the Mahrattas — Pi csidency adhere to Neii 
trality — Relations mth the King of Tanjore — 
After Hesitation, /Par is made upon him — /Par 
upon the Maratrars — A second /Par upon Tan 
jore — Condemned by the Directors — l^igol sent 
out to restore the Rajah— Opposition in the J\Ia 
dras Council — Ptgot imprisoned — Sentiments and 
Aleasures adopt^ in England — Committee of 
Circuit — Suspended by Governor Ritmbold, k/io 
summons the Pemiiidars to Madras — Transac 
tions Kith Nram Ah respecting Cuntoor — Cen- 
sured by the Supreme Council — Governor Rum 
bold, and other Members of the Government 
condemned and punished by the Court of Direc 
,ors 


'VVnil r the pnncipal notion of llie Componj- s 
poivcr In India wm giving Irfrtli to «o mnnj" importnnt 
tnin<oction« tlinr I’rc«Idcnev on the Coronmndcl 
coast nns not Imrtcn of Inctilcnli entitled to a preot 
iban. or oiir rcgartl 

Tlic relation in sriilcli the Com]ian> pmri's eil to 
stand to the counlrr, isns diircnnl In C nmntir and 
in Ilen^pil lie the nvoircsl pos c- ion of the duonnir 
Ihn entcretl In IJcnpal into the direct ih-clior^ of 



at Fort St. George, 57 

the principal functions of internal government. In BOOK v 
Carnatic, diiruig the contest with the French, they 
had held up Mahomed Ah, upon the termination of 1770. 
it, they had acknowledged him, as the undoubted 
sovereign of the country He was established, there- 
fore, in the possession of both branches of power, 
both that of Nazim, or the military power, and that 
of Duan, or the financial power , and the Company 
held the station of dependents, possessing their pri- 
vileges through his suflferance, and owing obedience 
to his throne. They possessed a district of land, sur- 
rounding Madras, which had been granted in 1750, 
and m 17621 was confirmed, by the Nabob of Carnatic 
or Arcot, in recompense of the services rendered by 
the Company to him and his family. Tins Avas a sort 
of estate in land, under what is called jagliire tenure, 
enabling the owner to draw the revenue, which would 
otherwise accrue to government ; and to exercise all 
those powers which in India are usually connected 
Avith the power of raising the taxes. This Presidency 
also possessed, and that independent of their Nabob, 
the maiitime district, known under the title of the 
four Northern Circars, which they had obtained by 
grant from the Mogul in 1765, and enjoyed under 
an agreement of peshcush, enteied into the succeed- 
ing year, with the Nizam or Subahdar 

Partly from characteristic imbecdity, paitly from 
the state of the country, not only exhausted, but dis- 
oiganised by the preceding struggle, the Nabob re- 
mained altogether unequal to the piotection of the 
dominions of Avhich he Avas now the declared sove- 
reign Instead of trusting to the insignificant rabhle 
of an army which he would employ, the Presidency 
beheld the- necessity of providing bj'’ a British force 
for the security of the provmce. For -this reason, 
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BOOK V and also for the sake of that obsolate power * which 
^ they desired to raainlmn, the English were under the 
“'iTTO necessity of urging, and, if need were, constmining 
the Nabob, to transfer to tlicra the mflitaiy defence 
of the country, and to nlloi\ out of his rerenues a 
sum proportional to the expense The Nabob having 
transferred the mihtni> power of the countrj, was 
placed in absolute dependence upon theCompanj the} 
being able to do wliat they pleased, he to do noUung 
but what the} permitted In a sliort tiiBC it uas 
j>erccivcd that his rc\cnuc was by no means equal to 
the demands which ucrc made upon it The coun- 
tr} was oppressed by the 8c\cnt} of lus exactions, 
and instead of being repaired, after the tedious suf 
ferings of war it was scourged b} all the c\ils of a 
go\crnment at once insatiable and neglectful ^\Ticn 
his revenues failed be bad recourse to loans Money 
ns nd\ anced to him, at exorbitant interest, frequent 
ly b\ Enghslimcn, and the sonants of the Comiwny 

I Tlietc^dUoa of muniaiwo); thi abuJute povrr is tbni clfaHf ts 
j«r««5d la (ha l<Ufr of Um Court of D»r*^or*, to th* PmideTKy of 
Madret, <fttodStifa DrcctoWr 170S ** The Nabobba* bithmo 

•irpU at lent acqwo'erd *ilb approbaUtn ihnl cirHion* of 

uur traopa abooU L« platrrd to htt Cirta t U ia ma imptobaUa tbal aA«r 
a lime ho otaj wnh to baw hit protretoo mtoaedL ^hooU lod an 
areat happen. It maj rKjmraaom* aJJrraa in a n I p Id- him d tpiit 
aod at lb« lareeiune a de-Tc<'i>rCmuu’ at peniti In year pm^tii plan 
Lot {teniat jon maai ibe «e ratals ib it aa a fun), nnHal p^at ibac 
the Lompamr • (nSoenea aad rcnl jiowrr in the pniauKa cauwt W anj* 

»n cOeCtaallj mamtaiartl at trj ibe pnw |tAJ f^t ,a onr 

iLam), " Ffint llepora f tbe Coanminee of VcrrtT 1781 J^ppru• 
iTl, No **3 — ** Dj hr,oj in pm*',, t^ofnaj tofi a airon- pb ea 
irtw^A beiin oflAeff J Lt iba Cooip*o» and lb* prn„*j prrf clj ermlcr 
ibet/wJrra, ibr Cowp ? Late it la the f j- w r l ph la** i ilr- ( ar 
iialicl W ibe ovKnjrrfnee of t!,* IVraiJ ncy L» can i o l)jr-* 

ll>*T tin* ariitrm rff^ace attJtiar a 1 r»*n Ifooe ofLr^ oaa tnlntanra 
raft,*' tb* patlAU b, ihop jfa'rlofnt! kI ibajbtdra raoTm), onLoap, 
iLiraoLoo fxilcallLfal an accHit-i *• C a *• , J Ini n<f,a, 

,t» ibo rrcKbat aod O J Madrai “VlJf*- 177)1 # Ip* 

paWii p, ''3 



He generally paid them, by a species of assignments, BOOK V. 
called in India iuncaus, which entitled the holders ^ 
of them to the revenue of some portion of the tern- iV70. 
tory, ' and to draw it immediately Ti om the collectors. 

■VVlnle his embarrassments were by these means in- 
ci eased, the exactors were encoiiiaged to gi eater 
severities. 

In this situation the Nabob and the Presidency 
were both dissatisfied, and both uneasy. Finding 
his power annihilated, and his levenues absoibed, 
after feasting his imagination with the piospect of the 
unlimited indulgences of an Easteiii pnnce, he re- 
garded the conduct of the Presidency as the highest 
injustice. The gentlemen entrusted at once with 
the care of their own fortunes and the interests of 
the Company, for both of udiich they imagined that 
the revenues of Carnatic would copiously and de- 
hghtfully provide, were chagrined to find them in- 
adequate even to the exigencies of the goverament , 
and accused the Nabob, either of conceahng the 
amount of the sums which he obtained, or of impair- 
ing the produce of the country by the vices of his 
government. 

Upon the termination of the- disputes in London, 
toward the end of the year 1769, between the Mi- 
nisters of the Crown and the East India Company, 
respecting the supeiwisors, and respecting the powei 
of the King’s naval officer to negotiate and to form 
arrangements with the Indian powers,^ a marine 
force, consisting of some fngates of war, was com- 
missioned under the command of Sir John Lindsay 
to proceed to the East Indies : “ to give countenance 
and protection to the Company’s settlements and 
affairs ” In conformity ’with -the terms to which the 


1 See the account of these disputes, supra, vol. in. bookiv. chap ix 
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BOOK V Company had yielded vested Sir John Lindsay 
CeAf * Q commission to take the command of nil their 
J770 vessels of mir in the Indian sens and also on their 
behalf “ to treat and settle matters in the Persian 
Gulph.” 

So lar, there was mutual understanding clearness, 
and concert But in addition to this, Sir John 
Lindsay was appointed, by commission under the 
great seal, his Mojest) a hlinistcr Plcnipolcntioiy, 
with powers to negotiate and conclode arrangements 
^nth the Indian sovereigns in general Phis nica 
sure was not only contrar) Ion hat the Company had 
churned as their right, against wluch the JMimster 
appeared to lia\e ceased for the lime, loTontcnd, 
but It was a measure taken nithout their knon lodge 
and Sir John Undsnv appeared in India, claiming 
the field for the cxcrcucof his powers before lhc\ or 
their servants hnd the amallcsl intimation that an} 
such poners were m existence 

If there nns n danger nhicli muit strike c>cr^ 
considerate mind, in ^ending two jndcjicndcnt author 
nlie^ to act and clash together in the delicate and 
troubled iccnc of Indian oltairs, a danger incMtaldc 
c\cn if the drcumslanccs had liccn nrrnngctl Iictnctn 
the Ministcri and the Comjwm} ^\llh the grcatc't 
harmony and tlic greatest Misxlom nil the pnnaplcs 
of miscliicr nert ttnturnll\ multiplioil and each 
strengthened to the utmost bv the pre<int stroke of 
mintstcnol politics 

The ground upon which this di^putct! and inijmi 
dent exem c of power np|>cnr5 to hnicliccn placnl 
was the eleventh nrtirle of tin tnat\ if Pan ron 
eluded In 17C3 With n \icw to nmnlaln ptaer in 
India and to cIo<c the di jmtes Wlwtrn iJir I ngh^h 
and the 1 rmcli who nreortlm^ to tluir own pro- 
fc* ions npj»cnrcd (u ln\c nothing cIm. in iicu lail t'» 
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Ki}i<r's Com»ussw)iei‘. 
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determine ^^]lO was the just and liglitful Nabob of BOOK V. 
Carnatic, ■\\bo tlie just and rightful Subahdar of ^ 

Deccan, it was there decided and agreed, that tlie two 1770. 
nations should acknowledge hlahomed Ah as the one, 
and Salabut Jung as the other. It occuired to the 
ingenuity of practical statesmen, that the King of 
Great Britain, having become party to an ai tide of a 
treaty, had a light, without asking leave of the Com- 
pany, to Jook after the execution of that article ; and 
hence to send a deputy duly qualified for that pur- 
pose. If this conferred a nght of bestowing upon 
Sii John Lindsay the powers of an ambassador , it 
also conferred the light of avoiding altei cation with 
the East India Company, by taking the step -ndthout 
their knowledge 

The power of looking after the due execution of 
the eleventh article of the treaty of Paris was not a 
trifling power. 

It included, in the first place, the power of taking 
apart in all the disputes between the Nabob and the 
Company’s servants , as Mahomed Ah was in that 
article placed upon the footing of an ally of the King 
of Great Britain,, and hence entitled to all that pro- 
tection which IS due to an ally. The servants ofthe 
Company had been at some pains to keep from the 
kno^l ledge of the Nabob the full import of the new 
relation in which he was placed to the British throne ; 
as calculated most imprudently to inflame that spiiit 
of ambition and love of independence, with which it 
was so difficult aheady to deal, and with the gratifi- 
cation of which the existence in the Carnatic eitlier of 
his power or of that of the Company was altogether 
incompatible The band of Englishmen and others, 
who surrounded the Nabob, for the purpose of preying 
upon him, wished of course to see all power in his 
)iai)ds, that they might prey the more abnndaptly, 
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StrJo/in Jjndui^, 

which soon degenerated into bittemoss and nnimosity 
on both sides * 

Among the reasons which the President and Conn 
cil nffligncd for dcchoing to appear in the train of 
Sir Johil Lindsay, they had stated, that any suspicion, 
disseminated in the country, of the annihilation or 
diminution of the Company s power “ might, at this 
erms paHicularly, prorc fatal to the existence of the 
Company, and the interests of (he nation in India 
because they nere on the brink of a war mth the 
most fomudablc power in India, which it would ro 
qmre all their efTorts to ovoid n Iiilc they feared that 
all their ciTorts would he insufKaent "* This appro 
hcnsion nas a good deal cxoggcratctl to <cr\c the 
present purpose and the exaggeration yielded an 
odvanto^ to Sir John Lindsay of which lie imme 
diatdy availed himself lie was verr sorry, he said 
to find them on the brink of a dreadful Mar whldi 
n*as all but incntablc He pressed upon Uicm the 
consideration of the importance of peace to a com 
racrcml body And os he was sent out to watch over 
the execution of the eleventh artidc of which peace 
was the main object, he licgged thej would laj licforr 
him such documents and explanations, ns ** would 
mokchini acquainted smiIj the real state of the Cora 
pan} s ofTairs He also informed them that he was 
commanded by his Majcslr to applj to them for n 
full and sncanct account of nil their transactions n ilh 
the Nnboli of Arcot since tlie late irrotr of Pnn< 
and inquun with the utmost care into the enutet of 
the late war the Siibah of the Dccknn and 
Iljdu- Ah and the reasons of its unfortunate conv 
quenccs*'* To this |»omt the rcpli of the IVcMdcnt 
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and Council was in the foUo'wdng terms * Duphcates BOOlc v 
of our records, and very minute and circumstantial ^ 
details of all oui transactions, have already been trans- 1770. 
mitted to the Court of Duectois of the East India 
Company, our constituents We have heard, that 
when an inquiry at home into the state of the Com- 
pany’s affairs was thought necessary, it was signified 
by his ]\Iajcsty’s ministry to the Court of Directors, 
tliat they w^uld he called upon by parhament to pro- 
duce tlieii’ records tliat they were accoidmgly called 
upon by parhament, and did produce them. This, we 
beheve, was a constitutional course ; but we have 
never heard, that tlie Company’s papers and records 
were demanded by, or surrendei ed to, the mimstiy 
alone , for that we beheve would be unconstitutional. 

The Company hold their rights by act of paihament , 
their papers and their records are them nghts , we 
are enti usted with them here , we are under oath of 
fidelity, and under covenants, not to part with them ; 
nevertheless all conditions are subservient to the - 
laws, and when we shall be called upon- in a legal and 
constitutional way, Ave shall readily and cheerfully 
submit ourselves, oiu’ hves, and fortunes, to the laws 
of our country To break our oath and our cove-, 
nants would be to -break those laws. But we hold 
them sacred and inestimable, for they secure the 
, lights and hbeities of the people.” ^ 

Corresponding with the jealousy and'dislike with 
which Sir John Lindsay was leceived by the Presi- 
dent and Council, were the cordiality and pleasure 
Avith Avhich he was received by the Nabob and those 
who surrounded Inm. To the Nabob he explained, that 
he was come to lecognize him as afeUow sovereign with 
the King of Gieat Britain, and to afford him the protec- 

> Kous’s Appendix, p 257 

A'OL IV 
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Sir John Ltndtay 

^ great King against all hia dneuiicfl TTic 

_ Nabob, who hod a keen Oriental eye for the detection 
J770 of personal feelings, WHS not long a stranger to tlicscn- 
tunents with which his JSIqjesty s I^Iinistcr PJcnipotcn 
timy, and the Company s President and Council re 
gardedeach other He desenbed the President and 
Council os his greatest enemies for tlicy withdrew the 
greater part- of his revenue and power Sir John 
who was already pr^udiccd, anil ignorant of the 
icene in which lie was appointed to act fell at once 
mto all the views of the Nabob and the croud by 
whom he was beset The Nabob laid out his com 
plaints, and Sir John listened with a credulous car 
The Nabob described tho pohey wluch hod been 
pursued with respect to tbc native pouers, by the 
servants of the Company and easily made it assume 
an appearance whidi gave it to the eye of Sir Jolin 
Q diameter of follv, or comiption, or both He dren 
tbc hnc of poller winch at the present moment it 
wbuld have gratified liis own wishes to get the Com 
pan) to pursue and lie painted it in sudi engaging 
colours tliat Sir John Undsa) believed it to be re- 
commended eqaallr by the sense of Justice and the 
dictates of wisdom The Kings Cominifdoncr 
measunng his oivn consequence b) tliat of the master 
iihora he «cncd,and treating the Com|ranr and fheir 
ervants as not uortliv of nmdi rcgcnl on the ^rr 
dthcr of WL<doni or of iirtue, widened the dilTircnce 
lictwcen the partacr'hip M}riTci2;ns of the Cnmnlic 
riiL rmal functionary n mmed the chnmcter of pro- 
tector of the Nulwb and appean-d to inlrrpo^i the 
rovnl aulhuntv bclntrn an ollv of tl e crxini and 
the q»prcHuon of fie Comjnnv Hjc con!nnj»t 
uhldi the Nnlxtb saw Is^lov ed ujKrti fill nutlmnl) tt» 
which he hsd Unn acrustoinrtl to Und and IIh* 
digiutv to \ Inrit he to !<• exallrd ns an ollv 
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of the British Iviiig-, augmented his- opinion of the BOOK V. 
injustice under which he appealed to himself to 
groan, and the letteis of the Commissioner to the 1770. 
ministers in England were filled with accounts of the 
oppiession exercised by the insolent and rapacious 
servants of a counting-liouse, over an independent 
and sovereign prince. The feeble discernment which 
has generally scanned the proceedings of the East 
India Company, and Iiich has often lavished upon 
them applause where their conduct has been neither 
virtuous nor wise, has almost uniformly arraigned 
them for not accomplishing impossibilities, and 
uniting contrary effects ; for not rendering them- 
selves poweiful and independent, ^vithout trenching 
upon the power and independence of princes, who 
would suffer tlieir power and independence, only in 
proportion as they were deprived of those attributes 
themselves Beside this fimdamental consideratiooj 
it was not to be disputed, that, left to himself, 
Mahomed Ah could not maintain his possession of 
the province for even a few years ; and that nothing 
but the power of the Enghsh could prevent it from 
' falhng a prey to the neighbouring powers, or even 
to Its own disorganization Though it is not' dis- 
puted that the rapacity of ’individuals, who preyed 
upon the Nabob, may have added to the disorder oi 
his affairs, it is true that the poverty of the Carnatic, 
and the wretched administration of the Nabob, 

'enabled it not to fulfil the golden hopes of the Eng- 
hsh, or even to provide foi its own necessities ^ 

' When the President and Council desenbed them- 
selves as on the brink of a war, -the circumstances to 
which they nhuded were these; In the second article 
' of the treaty which Was concluded with Hyder Ali, 
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C8 Sttuation of the Unglith 

J 300 K A m 1769 it was agreed " That in case either of tlic 
* contracting parties shall be attacked, they shall 
1770 frdm their respcctiv'c countnes, mutually assist cadi 
other to dnve the enemy out " and the jiarty in aid 
of whom the troops were employed, was to afford 
them maintenance at a rate which mus mutually de- 
termined This was a condition so highl} esteemed 
by Hyder, that all hopes of an accommodation with 
him, on an} other terms, were, at the time of thetreatj 
regarded os vain 

f Within a few weeks Hyder endeavoured to per 
suade the Englisli of the great advantage which he 
and tlic} would derive from uniting Jnnojee Bonsla 
with them in a tnpl6 league He also informtd 
them of his intention to rcco\er from Modhoo Hon 
the Peshwn, certain possessions whidi that invader 
liod wTCstod from him two years before and re- 
quested tlmt they would send him n certain numlnr 
of troops, no matter how small mcrel} to show to tliL 
world the fncndshlp whicli now happily subsisted 
bclwxon the Englidi and him flie Presidency 
jKiintmg out in what manner tins, to winch the 
treaty did not bind them, would be an act of uii 
mented liostilit} against the IMalirattos, declined 
comphanci. with his request 

Lari} in 1770 tlichlohraltas invaded In-icountr) 
and again he sohalcd assistance if it were but a few 
troops for the sake of the manlfc^tnlion on account 
of winch he hod rcquotcil them bchirc If n inon 
tubstontifll aid wo-v afforded he proftivcd Ins rmdi 
to |vny three lacs of nj|ters It was not vrn 
Cfls} for llie Pngli'h now to find a pretext 1 hc} 
evaded procrastinated nuJ withheld rather than n. 
fused ciimplmncx with I111 di'^in 

The ‘Maliraltas n-duced I lyder to great dilficultlcs 
nar dangers and Bccnicsl resolved to ^nnex Idi do- 
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minions to their spreading conquests. During this BOOK V. 
period of his distress, in which he was obliged to 
abandon the open country, and to depend upon his 177a 
forts, he endeavoured to persuade the Enghsli that 
their own interest was deeply concerned in combining 
with him against the hlalirattas, who would touch 
upon them frontier, and present tliem a formidable 
neighbouihood, if the barrier which he intei’posed 
M ere broken doum 

Tlic Mahiattas, too, very earnestly pressed for the 
assistance of the English. They had, indeed, by 
weight of supeiior numbers, diiven Hyder from the 
open country ; but the protection of his sti ong liolds 
enabled him still to hold out, and they saw the time 
rapidly approaching, when the exhausted state of tlie 
country would compel them to retme for w'^ant of the 
means to support their army. The sloU, therefore, 
which enabled tlie Enghsli to subdue the strongest 
places with a rapidity which to them appeaiod like 
magic rather than natural means, they legafded as a 
most desirable acquisition To attain this object, 
they -endeavoured to work upon the fears - of the 
Nabob , , and in their communication ' with him / 

threatened to invade the Cainatic, unless the English 
complied with them desiies. 

The difficulties on the part of the Bresident and 
Council were uncommonly great jThey state them 
view of them in their consultations, on the 30 th 'of 
Apiil,’ 1770. Them assistance would enable 'the 
Malmattas indeed to -prevail over Hydei; but of all 
events that 'was, probably, the most alarmmg', the 
Mahiattas would in that case immediately adjoin 
Carnatic, with such an accumulated powers as would 
enable them' to conquer it whenever 4 hey pleased , 
and what, when they had -power to conquer, the 
hlahrattas would please, nobody acquamted with 
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Viatt of the 

were in the possession of the wh6le of hijsorc, ex 
cepting the pnnapal forts The/ hod odninccd to 
the borders of Comatic and some straggling parties 
had made plundering incursions The/ opcnl/ 
threatened invasion and it mtis expected that about 
the beginning of Januar/ ulicn the crops •noiild be 
read/, the/ nould enter the country The Nabob 
was, or nflected to be, m the utmost alarm and 
Sir Robert Horlnnd urged the Prcsidcnc/ to accept 
the terms of the jATohrattas, who bid liigh for assist 
ance on the one hand and threatened fire and snord 
on tlic other In this trying situation the Prcsi 
dcDcy vent the most bitter complointt, at Jieing le/l 
by the Conrt of Directors, totally iMthont instructioas * 
Nevertheless, ** although we have not yet,'’ say tlio} 

** had any answer from our constituents, to the re- 
peated representations of the embarrassments \vc la 
hour under for wont of their clear and prease in 
structlons i\-ith respect to our conduct in tlie present 
critical situation ofaflairs yet it is evident from the 
V, hole spirit of their orders for some } cars past that 
they look upon the growing power of the Mnhrattas 
with jealous) and apprehension " From thi^ from 
an adoption of the <nmc sentiments from a reganl 
to the treaty a ith Ilydcr, which rather required llicm 
to assist (Imn allowed them tojom m desfrormg tiiat 
sovereign and from a regard to the opinion of the 


• II n with ifffi ife c r' i M' cm Ccnnmitff ihn 

itcnctuif llffir ff •ml eare^l to Ccort efll 
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other Presideocie';, they determined not to comply 

with tlie exhoi tations or commands of Sii’ Robert. 

The}" would ]iave thought it advisable on the other 1771. 
hand to support Hyder as a bamer against the 
hlahrattas, had not tlie opposition of tlie Nabob, su'p- 
ported as he was by tlie minister of the King, placed 
it, for n^ant of resouices, out of their pon’’er They 
detei mined, therefoie, to remain neutral, and only 
-to collect a body of troops in some central position, 
wheie they might best protect the countiy in case of 
an attack, and distress the enemy by cutting off their 
supphes 

The Mahrattas, notwithstanding then’ threats, had 
not, it would appear, any seiious intention of invading 
Carnatic, -for in the month of January, 1772, the 
Nabob and 'Su* Robert, finding the Presidency in- 
flexible against their project of alhance, found the 
means of pi evading upon them to promise a cessation 
of hostilities till tlie pleasure of the British King 
should be known.^ The Mahiattas weie afiaid of 
pi evoking' the English to join Plyder Ah.', and they 
began now to feel their situation abundantly uneasy. 

-The activity and capacity of that great leader were 
still able to give them incessant annoyance , and the 
country was so excessively ravaged and exhausted, 
that the means of subsisting an army could no 
longer be found They became, therefore, de- 
su’ous of an accommodation , and in the beginning 
of July consented to a peace, for which howevei, they 
made Hyder pay very deai, both in teiritonal and 
pecuniary sacnfices.^ 


‘ 1 That they gave money and gave largely, appears plainly from a letter 
ih Rous’s Appendix, p 952 

^ See First Report ut supra, p 28, and Appendix, No 20, 21, 22, 23 , 
and the Papers published by the Directors in Rous’s Appendix, No IT 
.pnd 28 - f ' 
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Vieics of 4he EfighsA 

IK>0K\ 1 ^'n judgment rnaj be fanned from thu instance, 
Ceif 4 jjjQ diancc for good government in India, if the mi 
If 71 aiisters of the cromi were to become, and the East 
India Company cease to he its organ, T\ould undergo 
an unfavourable change The course into which the 
ministers of the cromi would have plunged the na 
bon bears upon it mcry mark of ignorance and folly 
that which was pursued by the East India Company 
and their servants is eminently diaractcnscd by pru 
dence and firmness 

Amid the pecuniary wants of the Nabob and the 
Presidency, lx)th had often looked with a covetous 
bye to the supposed nches of the King of Tnnjorc 
^cy considered the natural fcrtflity of his country 
and Its general exemption from Uic mvoges of the 
warnluch had desolated the rtsl of the proMnee 
but tlicy did not consider that the tempormng policy 
by which he hod laboured to saic himself from the 
Tcscnlmcnl of oU parties, lind often cost him consi 
dcrabic sums that (bo u ors \\ hich raged around and 
perpetually threatened himself had imposed upon him 
the maintenance of an arm) ns great ns he could 
possibly support that the country which he go- 
^cmcd though fertile was small; that the expense 
of a court aims to be ns grand in a small ns an ex 
tensive country that tin? exptn^c of protecting a 
small countn is comparotircl) licarr (lint bardly 
on) govcmmimt has rver yet lieen so good as not to 
expend ns much on it could poxiilJv drain from its 
sulyccts nnd that the goremment nf I anjon. tins n 
true specimen of (lie ignorance nnd rudeness of the 
Hindus 

In the nnruith Ilsdcr the Ilnjali of Tnnjorc bad 
not onlv conIniHited Ic<s Imlh In tnwps and tri^asurc 
to the mainlimancc nf the iiar than was c.X|»cctrd of 
Inin hut was Lnown to bn\r held n cinTopondraec 
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with Hyder ; and if he did not afford, at any rate 
promised assistance Without makiilg any allowance 
for the cuiTcnt policy of the feeble piinces in India, 
wlio aim at contiibuting as httle as possilile to the 
wars of the gi’eater powers, from which they see not 
that tliey have an}’- tiling- to g-ain, and by professions 
of fnendship for both paities, to avert the dangers of 
their resentment, the Company and tlie Nabob were 
sufficient!}’- disposed to have treated the Kajah as a 
faithless ally In the tieat}’-, hoi^cver, which they* 
concluded vnth Hydei in 1769, the}’^ insisted upon 
including the hlahratta chieftain Moran Rov»% ivhose 
temtones would have formed>a convenient conquest 
for Hyder ; and he refused to accept the condition', 
unless the Rajah of Tanjore was admitted to the 
same piotection. That the Rajah might not appear 
to owe his safety to the interposition of Hydei, the 
English pretended to regard him as tlieir partisan, 
and included him in the treaty as their own ally. 

In their letter to the Select Committee at Foit St, 
Geoige, dated 17th March, 1769, the Court of Di- 
rectors said, It appears most umeasonable to us that 
the Rajah of Tanjore should hold possession of the 
most fniitful part of the country, which can alone 
supply our armies with subsistence, and not contn- 
bute to the defence of the Carnatick We observe 
the Nabob makes veiy earnest representations to you 
on this subject, wlicrem lie takes notice that the Ze- 
mindars of the Carnatiek have lieen suppoi ted, and 
their countnes preserved to them by the operations 
of our forces employed in his cause , and that nothiiTg 
was,moie notorious, than that three former pnnees 
of the Camatick had received from the Tanjore Ra- 
jah seventy, eighty, nay even one Iiundred lacs 6f 
rupees at a time. We therefore enjoin you to give 
the Nabob such support in his pretensions as may be 


7o 

OKV 

4 

i77i; 



76 


BOOKV 
Ciur 4 


1771 


Fittrt ^ the Engluh 

cflectual and iftheRnjah refuses to contnbutc a just 
proportion to the expense of the tv nr jou arc then 
to pursue such measures as the Nabob maj think 
consistent mth the justice and dignijy of his gov'em 
ment- Whatever sums mav, in con*MK|nenco of the 
above orders, be obtained from the Rajah of Tanjorc 
Tve expect shall lie applied to the discharge of the 
Nabobs debt toUhe ^mpnnj and if more than 
suffiaent for that purpose to the disdiai^ of liis 
debts to lodiTiduals "* 

Upon this Injunction of tlic CoWrt of Directors, 
the ^cct Committee dohbemted on the llth of Sep- 
tember 17C9 “ ^Ith regard,'’ thej snv “ to the 

demand recommended to lie made on the King of 
Tanjorc, our situation at this time is such for wTint 
of moner, that, if there were no other obstacle^, that 
alone Tvould put it utterjj out of onr i>oa cr to im 
dertako an expedition against him fhe treaty of 
I 7 C 2 being before the lion Court cotiMdcnng also 
on the other hand the late conduct of the King of 
Tnnjore, we ccrfainlj should not postpone an un 
dcrtakingso tv armlv recommended If it tv ere in mir 
power now to attempt It consi trntly with good po* 
licv and the tnfctv of the Carnatic Rut as the cn<c 
IS TV ere the diHladtj of money out of the question 
it would become o point of senous con ulcmtiun 
whether on attempt u|»on Tnnjore might not ngam 
involve us In a war with Ilvdcr \I!} the Ilnjali 
h c,\prc«My included in the tnntv lalelv mnde willi 
Ilydcr AIIv KInn However iinri'a<onahle it mnv 
Ih? that he fhould injov tlit Ixiiefits dmvetl from the 
govt rnment of the Carnalir w llhout eontnhuting hl« 
proportion of itv rxpeme and linrcvi-r inii*olitir 
and contnrv 10 thi nnturnl nglits of govmimmt to 
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suffer such a power to lemain independent in the BOOKV. 
heal t of the pro^^nce, we must sulimit to necessity, ^ 
and the ciicumstances of the times He has indeed 1771 . 
lately made some objections by Ins letters to the pay- 
ment of his annual peshciish, alleging in excuse the 
great expense of the troops sent to join our army; 
although, as tlie Nabob infoims us, it be contrary to 
the custom of the country for tributary princes to 
make any demands for the chaiges of troops furnished 
to the power to whom they are tnbutary, while em- 
ployed within the districts dependant on sucli power. 

Should he peisist in reqimmg an abatement in the 
pesheush due on account of his late charges, it might 
furnish us with a just pretext to accuse him of a 
breach of his engagements, and to take our measures 
accoidmgly w^heubur situation ivill admit of it. But 
as the case now is with us ; under difficulties to pro- 
vide the money necessary even for our current ex- 
penses , doubtfiil of the intentions of the Mahrattas ; 
suspicious of the designs of the Subah; and appre- 
hensive of the King of Tanjore’s calling upon Hyder 
for aid, and thusiaismg a frei^ii flame, the Committee 
are clearly of opimon, that at this juncture the un- 
.dertakmg would be impohtic and unwarrantable.”^. 

The Bajah hq.d urged, that, instead of having any 
money, the late expenses, which was the fact, had 
involved him deeply in debt, and he prayed, if a 
remission could not be granted, at any rate for ' a 
delay in the payment of the exacted tnbute ; an in- 
dulgence to which the expense incurred by him in 
sending troops to assist m the wars of the Nabob 
- affoided, he thought, a reasonable claim." 

“ Early in the month of February, 1771, the Pie- 
sidency received intelhgence that the Rajah of 


1 Papers, ut5upra, p 631. 
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EOOKV The Nabob called upon the Prcsidencr, with un 
* usual force and boldness of importunity, to make ^ or 
1771 upon the Rajahs as the honour of h» government 
was concerned in chastising' a refractory dependant 
and the honour of the Company s go\crnmcnt nas 
concerned in ^pporting^ a faithful nlJj Sir John 
Xiindsay \clicmcntly urged the same conclusions, not 
without reproaches that the Presidency were betray 
mg the Nabob and \iolnting their dnt}, by even dc 
femng the assistance which he requutxl * 

On both hands the Prendenej n cre assailed 
the greatest iditEculiics , There ^vns imminent don 
gor that tlic vjon*s of Sir John Lindsav who was the 
creature of the ministry, n ould jircvnil at home and 
tJiat the CoundJ should tJicy rtfusc to join niih the 
Nabob, would Iw condemned punished, and disgraced 
/Tier were restnuued on the other hand, 1} the con 
sidcration of the want of money of the improbahihtjr 
ofrecching suflicient funds from the Nabob, of the 
danger nlidc the troops were engaged in o distant 
quarter of an attack upon the Circar? by the 'Nizam 
and of a >\ar ulth the jMnlirattas, "ith whom the 
King of Tanjore was allied and wlio already 
hung over the Carnatic nitb alarming inenners 
They belies ed tlml bc«idc llic Nnlwb** dd pnfsion 
for the conquest of Taiyorc, hr ssns at present stlmu 
latcsl by tlio desire of that part of the iNIrwre conn 
try V. Inch Ifl) on the Carnatic «ide of the panics and 
ss hicli he Imd I>ccn promised !>t the '^Iallrntta^ os tlir 
|mce of the nssMancr winch tlic) wnlied to n'cdvr 
that he now despaired of iKing aide to |>cr*uadi the 
Lnglish to give that nssistance but expected If be 
could Inveigle them into a war with Uir King of 
Janjoa, that llic} would then be glad to form an 
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alliance with the IMahrattas, in order to escape the BOOK v 
calamity of their arms. In these cu’cumstances the ^ 
Governor and Council bitterly complained, that they 1771 
were left by their honourable masters, wdth instruc- 
tions and orders which might be construed aU man- 
ner of ways.; and that, whatever course they took, 
they were sure of condemnation if they failed, could 
expect approbation, only as a consequence of success.^ 

They resolved to collect as much of the anny and of 
mihtary stores, at Trichinopoly, as could be done 
•without appearing to prepare for war; and to abstain 
from hostilities unless unavoidably involved in them. 

Inquning into the supposed dependance of the 
Marawar countiy, the Presidency found, that both 
Tanjore and Trichinopoly had alternately made use 
of their power to set up and put down ithe chiefs of 
Marawar. But in conclusion, " it appears,” they 
said, *^to us, that the only right over them is power, 
and that constitutionally they are independent of 
both ; though Trichinopoly, since it has been added 
to the government of the Carnatic, having been more 
powerful than Tanjore, hath probably received more 
submission from them.” Between states in India, 

“ power,” they remark generally, “ is the only arbi- 
trator of right ; established usage or titles cannot ex- 
empt one state from a dependance on another, when 
supeiior force prevails , neither can they enforce de- 
pendance where power is wanting.” “ 

These reasonings and conclusions, ■with regard to 
Tanjore, bear date in the records of the Piesidency 

' See these considerations balanced, and this severe condemnation, 
passed upon their employers, Papers, ut supra, p 662, 663, 666, 679 

“ Ib p 682 , 682 *v According to this account, there is no consti- 
tution in India but the law of the strongest. The fact is important , 
and has often (I should not err much if I said always) been mistaken, 
by the inaccurate minds, which hitherto have contemplated Indian af- 
fairs 

TOT. IV. G 
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from the boginniD^of lebnioiy to the end ofMancJt 
.On the 12th of June, wlicn Tndiinopol} was sufii 
(aently supplied mth stores Ibr deibnee, and (he 
question was to be determmed whether more should 
be sent, the Nabob dissuaded any firrthcr prepara- 
tions alleging that the Molirattos would never give 
the necessary respite for undertaking nn expedition 
against Taojorc» and Umt to him every article of 
expense, however small, was an olycct of importance 
Upon this, the Presidency express tlicmsclvcs m the 
following terms " When we consider the earnest 
and repeated soUatations urged 1^ the Nabob to cn 
gage us in an expedition against Taqjorc when we 
consider the taunts nod reflections cast on us lir Sir 
John Lindsay for refusing to comply witli the Nabob « 
requisition of proceeding immediately against Ton 
jore at a time when we were onprepared, when we 
consider that our apprehensions from the IMahrattas 
arc not now near so great, since most of the gram is 
now collected in the diDTcrcnt fort% whicli would ren 
dcr it difficult for nn army of IMnhmttas to subsist 
oU these arcumstanccs considered it appears strange 
that tlic Nabob should so suddenly nlicr his opinion 
and should niow dechne entering on tlic expedition 
wliidi he 50 latciv and so camtatir urged ui to under 
take” They conjoctiirud that ns liii gTand motive 
for urging the expedition nt first was to force them 
Into an alliance wiUi the Mahrattas so now, despair- 
ing of that cv'cnt he widjcd not to pvc (ho Itfalirat 
tns a pretext for ovtminning lus dominions.* 

On tlic 2llh of July, the Committee resolTcd 
first, that nn expedition agnmil the najoli would, In 
lUdf, be ndvUcalde hut Umg contnuj to the inch 
nations of the Naboh ought not to be undertaken 
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secondly, that negotiation, should be used instead of BOOK v, 
war, and that the negotiation, in which .the Nabob ^ 
wished the English not to appeal’^ should be left to 1771. 
be conducted by that ostensible prince:^ , 

No sooner was conference attempted than the Ra~ 
jah declared, that he had already ** referred all dif- 
ferences between him and the Nabob to tlie Company, 
and' that lie Wished the Company would mediate be- 
tween them , that he was read}’’ and willing to settle 
terms of accommodation under the giiai’antee of the 
Enghsh, on whose faith and promise he would rely ; 
but that he would never trust the Nabob without the 
secuiity of the English, as he well knew the Nabob’s 
intentions were to accommodate matters for the pre- 
sent, but that he had bad intentions whenever an 
opportunity should offer in future.” - 

On the 29th of July, the demands of the Nabob 
were presented to the Rajah’s vakeel at Madras ; but 
as he required fifteen or twenty days to receive the 
instructions of his master, and as the distance, of 
Madras would aid the Rajah in spinning out the time 
tiH the commencement of the rains, the Nabob pro- 
posed to send his two sons to Trichinopoly , the eldest, 

Omdut ul Omrah, to conduct the negotiations ; and 
the younger, Mader ul Mulk, to manage the supply ^ 
of the army; wliile the negotiation, he thought, should 
be supported, by the show of inevitable war, if' the 
Rajah declined impheit submission.® 

Now was required a decision on the question, what, 
if the war should issue in a conquest, was to be done 
with Tanjoie. The Presidency knew, that the grand 
cause of the reluctance which the Naliob had latterly 
shown to the war, was a -fear lest the Company 
should conquer Tanjore for themselves; and,, that 

\ 

« 

I Papers, ut supra, p. 696 “ Ibid 717 = Ibid 718, 72P 
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BOOK V there was no accommodation, horr unfarouroWe to* 
^ ever, which he would not mahe mth the H^ah, rather 
1771 than incur the hazard of so hateful a result The 
Nabob offered to gi\*e to the Company ten lacs of 
pagodas, if, after conquenng, they delivered Tanjorc, 
in full dominion to him The Presidency wished to 
reserve the question to the proper authontics In Eng 
land, but the Nabob wonld not consent. The Pre- 
sidency imagined, thot as they had no^ convinced 
the Ilqjali of the hosblc designs both of themselves 
and Nabob, it i\*as highly dangerous to leave him 
possessed of poi\cr, winch he would ho\c an interest 
in lending to the French, or any other enemy and 
as the) could not proceed to war except with con 
Bent of the Nabob, it nas therefore best to comply 
witli Ills terms ' 

Early m September the young Nabob, (such was 
the name by winch the Xnghsb generally spoke of 
Omdut ul Omrah) who hod repaint to Tricliinopol), 
to conduct the ncgoUntion, reported to General Smith, 
the commander of the English troops that nothing 
but compulsion would bring tlm Hrpoh to the subinis- 
sion required The army w*ns ready to marcli on the 
12th of September lint the dqmrtnicnt of snpplyin^ 
llic arm) had been intrusted wholly to the Nalwbs 
second son and it was found upon inquln that 
there was not ncc in the camp for the consumption 
of a single day ^ 

The greatest exertions ncre made h) tlie gene ra l 
to enable the army to inoic and on tlie iHth it 
amved licforc Vellum a fortn^vs of cou'iiJtTohlr 
strength and one of the great bulwark of Tnnjorr 
The batterr, having lieen conttructrd Cnt in n n ronj, 
plao. was not remiv till the monung of the 20th 

pBj»n “tC— T3I 
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and the breach could not have been made practicable BOOK v. 
till about three o’clock the next afternoon, but to- 
wards evening the gaiTison stole out of the fort.^ 1771. 

On the 23d the army again marched, and en- 
camped before Tanjore. They broke ground late on 
the evening of the 29th, and by that time began to 
be distressed for want of provisions. On the 1st of 
October, the enemy, made a strong sally, which 
threatened to have considerable effects ; but Major 
Vaughan, the officer against whose post it was di- 
rected, acted with fiimness and judgment, and the 
attack was repelled without much loss. The ope- 
rations proceeded but slowly. The 27th of October 
had arrived, when the engineers reported- that the 
breach would be practicable the next morning. On 
that day the young Nabob signed a peace with the 
Rajah, and hostilities ceased.^ 

The Rajah engaged to pay eight lacs of rupees for 
arrears of peshcush ; 30,50,000 for the expense of 
the expedition , to restore whatever he had taken 
from the Marawars ; and to aid wnth his troops in all, 
the wars of the Nabob Vellum was the principal 
difficulty. It was finally agieed, that it should be 
lestored to the Rajah, but demolished if the Nabob 
chose. 

Befoie this event, a dispute had aiisen about the 
plunder Omdut ul Omiah was informed, that, by 
the usage of war, the plunder of all places, taken by 
storm, belonged to -the captors. Omdut ul Omrah, 
unwilling to lose' the plunder of Tanjore, offered a 
sum of money in heu of it to the troops. His offer 
was bot satisfactory, and a disagreeable and acri- 
monious correspondence had taken place By con-^ 
eluding a peace, befoie the reduction of the fort, any 
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nDowance to the army was a matfer of gratuity not 
. of nght' 

The Presidency were strudw, ns they say, ^nth 
" alarm " when, expecting* crery hour to hear of the 
fan of Tnnjore, they were accosted with the news of 
the conclusion of a peace They expressed the 
greatest dissatisfaction inth the terras which ouglit, 
in their opinion to have been nothing less than the 
surrender of the fort at discretion llie terms i\cre 
not only inadequate, but no security, thcr said was 
proMded for the execution of them such as they were 
On this account they held it necessary to keep them 
ecItcs prepared as for immediate ^Mir Orders were 
sent not to give up Vdlum without farther instnic 
Uons The cxpcctntlon wns entertmned that the 
Rajah would not l»o exact to n day in the dehrerr of 
the money and jewels he had agreed to resign TIiU 
happened The v. ant of punctuolitr was pronounced 
a brcac)i of the treat) , the guns bad notjet liecn 
out of the batteries nnd tJie troops were 
under the walls of Tonjorc tlic fort of Vellum and 
thcdislncls of CoUadd) nnd Flangad hctc demand 
cd a rcnciml of hostilities was threatened ns the 
only nltcrnatiNC the helpless Rnjali could do nothing 
hut compl) ® 

In averting, from them circs the efTerts of this dli^ 
approliation the Ccncral frtntcd that ht commu 
nicated to Omdut ul Omrah th^ progress of llw sugi 
and the great probability of Euctf'!> Ihnt he had no 
control o\cr tlic nrgotiatitm nnd liound br his 
in’itructlons to destst from hojtilitirs the inomint the 
Xabob dc<irc<l on the other hand Omdut ul Om 
rah affinnrd that he took not n step witliout conmit 
Ing tlic rmiral that the troops wire under the 
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greatest appreliensioti on account of the rains which BOOK V. 
had begun ; that when the breach was partly made, ^ 
he stated the terms to which the Rajah liad yielded, 1771. 
declaring that he would not accept them, if tlie fall 
of the place were assured ; that the General replied, 
he' could not say he would take the place, but he 
would endeavour to take it , that being asked hie 
opinion, whether the Rajah would give such terms 
as he now offered, if the siege were unsuccessful, 
the General said, “ My opinion is,, that m that case 
he will give yon nothing, but if he does he is a great 
fool*,” that when asked if he would guarantee equi- 
valent terms in case the enterprise miscarned, he re- 
pelled the proposal ; that when peace was then held 
up to his view, as what in that case appeared the 
most politic choice, he lephed, “ It was well ; it was 
at the Nabob’s option.” ^ 

Before all things were settled with Tanjore,v the 
Nabob made application for the Company’s forces to 
reduce the two Marawar Polygars. The Governor 
and Council, in their letter upon this to the Court of 
Directors, make the following pertinent remarks: 

“ It IS well worthy of observation that hlarawar and 
Nalcooty are the two Polygars whom the Rajah of 
Tanjore attacked in the beginning of the year, assert- 
ing their dependance on his government ; while the 
Nabob claimed the right of protecting them, as tri- 
butaries to the government of Trichinopoly. It was 
in this cause that the late Plenipotentiary ^ took the 
field of controversy , asserted the Nabob’s pretensions 
to us, who did not deny them ; exaggerated the out- 
rage of the Rajah of Tanjore, in taking arms against 
them; and extolled their obedience and submission 
to the Nabob’s government: apd he will say, he 
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BOOK V compelled us to vindicate the Nabobs digintj- WJiat 
9 *^ ^ honours are due to the ministers real for hlsfriendi 
1771 cause' mark now the reasoning of Umt/nend the 
Rajah humbled Marawar and Nalcootj, from obc 
dicnt dependants, become immedintclj dangerous and 
ungovernable dcUnquents and there can be no safetj* 
to the Nabobs government unless thej" arc rc 
duced." * 

Notwithstanding the contradiction which the Pre 
fcidoncy’ thus remarked in the pretexts of the Nobob 
thej consented, i^dthoiit anj* difBculty in this case to 
undertake the expedition* The season of the nllns 
of necessity dela}cd their operations but in the 
mean time inquiries ncro made terms were settled 
with the Nabob and the army was kept reaily at 
Trichlnopoly, tbc nearest of the stations to tlrt* place 
of attack 

The Nabob imputed no other enmo to the Morn 
wars, except their not sending troops to the Into war 
upon Toiyorc and not paying the mono} which he 
exacted of them And the Presidency atknonrlwlgcd 
that he Imd no nght over them whatsoever but that 
right of oppression which Is daimcd by the strong 
man o\cr tJic weak. Tlie reason for concurring willi 
the Nabob in his desur to attack them was, that tlie 
Nabob, by his ill usage bad made them hii enemies 
They concurred they said ♦' not to gratify the Nn 
bobs rmenge on thoM! Polygnrs but Itecauie if they 
were not onginallr ond naturallr he has made them 
Jus enemies and tlicrcforc It ii neecs^arr ihcr should 
Ik* rcducciL It Is ncccjoaiy or it Is go(Ki pelrcr Ihrr 
should c do not sar it is altogellterjiiM for jus 
ticc and good policy arc not oflen rrlatcsl **' 

The object* Iiowcrer of tin. NnI>ol» and of the 

» Ttf/w ••fT*, f icoi 
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Compaii)’- were somewhat different The, ardent pas- 
sion of tlie Nabob was to destioy every creature who 
bore any rule in the country, and place the wliole 
under his ouni immediate authority. The intention 
of the Company was b}’^ no means to pi oceed to tlie 
total extirpation of the Polygars ; but only to reduce 
them to such a state of dependance, by seizing their 
forts and strong holds, as might prevent their being 
troublesome in future.” * 

The Nabob’s application for i eduction of the I\Tara- 
wars was made at the beginning of November. 1771 ; 
at the beginning of Decemlier, when the concurrence 
and ^’iews of the Presidenev weie understood, he 
recommended, if not a dereliction, at any i ate a sus- 
pension of the design, for fear of the Mahratlas , and 
at the beginning of hlarch, 1772, he renewed Ins 
application for undertaking tlie expedition. On the 
12th of May, a force, consisting of 120 artillery-men, 
400 European infantry, thiee battalions of sepoys, 
six battenng cannon, a body of the Nabob’s cavahy, 
and two of his battaboiis of sepoys, maiched fi6in 
Tiichinopoly, accompanied by Omdut ul Omrah, 
who was deputed by Ins fathei to conduct all ope- 
rations, not military, connected with the expedition. 
They amved, having met with no opposition, at 
Ramnadaporam, the capital of the gi eater Marawar 
on the 28th. The batteiies were opened in the 
morning of the 2d of Apnl, and a practicable breach 
was effected before the evening This time a bargain 
had been made with the Nabob, that he should not 
forestall the wishes of his allies, by the precipitate 
conclusion of a peace Terms were, however, offeied 
both by Omdut ul Omrah and the Geneial, which, 
notwithstanding their inadequate means of resistance. 
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book \ tjie people' of the Poljgnr refused The fort "wo 
assaulted the same evening and earned with tlic loss 
1772. only one European and two sepoys killed The 
Polvgar, a minor of onl) twelve }cars of age with 
his mother and the Duan, ere taken in the place 
and soon reduced to a situation which extorted the 
compassion of Englishmen The Nabob baigmncd 
for the plunder b} a sum of raoncr to the troops * 
Tlie Nabob s troops, before the 15th of June, were 
put in possession of all the forts in Great hlnrawnr 
and on the iGth the army liegan its marcli toward 
tiKJ otlier pnnapality of that name TIic Polvgnr 
had betaken himself to n strong bold, named Kala^ 
KoD or Carmcoil, surrounded b\ thick woods, u hidi 
thc) approadicd on tlic morning of Uic 23d An 
Pngbsli ofheer, ^ilh n dctadimcnt of Uic army, was 
sent to approach a road on tlic optwsjlc ndc, nith 
a hope cither of drawing o/T some of thc enemy » 
attcntionn or of finding an opportumtr to enter by 
Mirpruc, In tlio mean time siihinwirc ofiVn nrnvcd 
from thc Pol) gar To guard ngninst any stmtngcm 
to amuse thc nd>*nncc of the troops utis not Inter 
rupted till tlic morning of the 2.^lli when Omdut ul 
Omrnh gave the General notice that peace was con 
duded, and requested that onlcru Tni"ht lie Miit to 
stop tlic dctnchmcnl Tlic orders, it ^ec^l' ucrc 
intrusted to the Polygnm \nkiTl’< tlic Polvgnrs \n 
keel*, it 11 said UMxl not the rcqniult cblip.ntx nt 
nn> rate the bending of the ohIlts was unimpjiilv if 
not cnimmlh iiiisinonnged the delaclimciil ml 
>*anced found the Pohgnr repo'ing upon tl»c fccunty 
of the treaty, and totallv oflf In'* guard >Mlh scnrcrly 
anv TxMjiinnce It entered the plan, ami tlic Pol)gar 
w 05 killed w liHc cmlcn\ouniig to dcajn nt one of Uic 
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The Feoj)h oppicssed. 

gates.' The Nabob, here too, gave a sum of money book V 
in redemption of the plunder. And these sums 
became the subject of immediate animosities and -1772. 
disputes, among the parties by whom pretensions to 
a share of them were advanced ^ 

The settlement of the terntory was rendered diffi- 
cult, by excess of misgovemment. The people of 
the countiy, who had facilitated the conquest by re- 
maining at their ploughs, and who expected equal 
indulgence under one despot as another, weic turned 
out of their lands, and took arms all over the countiy. 

I must represent to you,” said the English officer, 
who was left to support Omdut ul Omiah, (these aie 
the words of a letter addiessed to the Council,) “ that 
the settling this countiy in the manner expected by 
the Nabob, requii’es extremities of a shocking nature. 

When we are marching, we find all over the country 
most villages abandoned by the men, there remaining 
in them only women and children', who, likely, if the 
Naboli persists in this undertaking, must, mth other 
poor innocents, become a saciafice to this conquest : 

For, if any of our baggage remain behind, it is usually 
taken ; our parties and stragglers are attacked This 
is done by the inhabitants of some village or other. 

Those villages being pointed out to me, 1 cannot pass 
the outrage without punishment ; and not finding 
the objects’ on which my vengeance should fall, I can 
only determine it by reprisals , which will obhge'me 
to plunder and bum those villages ; kill every man 
in them , and take prisoners the women and children. 

Those are actions which the natuie of this war will 
requiie Foi, having no enemy to' encounter, it is 
only by severe examples of that kind, that we may ex- 
pect to terminate it, so as to answer the end proposed.”" 

i 

J Papers, ut supra, p 1083—108.'), 1006, 1037 = Ibid p. 1058 
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77ie habeh prwa 

Complaining, lhat tlicr were left without any spe- 
, afic iiiJtruction5 hy the Court of Directors, that thej 
were commanded gcnemlly to support the Nabob 
in all his pretensions, that thc^ were blamed as not 
having given him suffiaent support, that thc^ were 
bulbed by tlie Plcnipotcnliancs to support him more 
than they could believe was either expedient or safe, 
the Governor and Council alleged that they were led 
on tliat fnend and ally from one step to another 
without knowing where to stop and without being 
able to make those reservations in favour of the Com 
pany, nhlch the interests of the Company appeared 
to require. In this manner had Tanjore bc<m hum 
bled and fleeced In tlus manner the two Morawars 
had been conquered, and delivered up os o dominion 
to the Nabob. It roust be nllon ed that except for a 
little time ^hen he first demanded the attack on 
Taiyore, the Presidency hod sho>m themselves abun 
dantlv forward to second or rather to excite the 
Nnhobs ardour for conquest of the minor states 
The Nabob had only one hcruple the fear of their 
conquering for <?icni*clvrs T7ic dcciamtions how 
ever, of (lie Prc^Idcocv of the Directors, and the 
Kin^s minuter plcnijwUntiai^ the intcrjirctaflons 
of the treatr of Paris and OApTinlly the recent ex 
ample in the surrender of (he Mamr ars roLcd up a 
hope in his Iiij,linw Chat (he time tv n< at hut arrired 
when the long de'iml po M>iinn of Tonjorc might 
be full) acquired. 

In a conference with the Pfc<idcnl al>oul the 
middle of Jane 1773 the Nnliob hrought complaint 
that tlicrc tv as now dm from T aryort about ten lar* 
of njj>rc< that the Rajah had npplied to the ^Inh 
nlta^ and to Ilyd r for n IkxIv of troops and had 
ciicouragod thi ColI»nr< to ravage jiart of tfic Car 
natic temtor) ** and inlinmtrd hit intention of *ul>- 

2 



a new War xuth Tanjoie, gg 

duiug him ; all which he desired the President to BOOK v 
fconsider of.’’ ^ ^ 

After a few days, at another conference, the 1773. 
Nabob expressed his earnest desire that -the expedi- 
tion should be undertaken ; spoke much of his friend- 
ship to, the Company ; and to show his 1 egard for 
them was wilhng, in case of success, to give them 
ten lacs of pagodas.” ^ 

As the question immediately occuncd, what, in 
case the expedition was undertaken, was to be ex- 
pected from, or done W'lth, their neighbours, Hyder, 
and thc'^ahrattas , a curious change appealed in 
the sentiments of the Nabob. A friendship, he saidi 
must be established between him and Hyder; for 
notwithstanding all that he had done to procure for 
the Mahrattas the benefit of Enghsh assistance, " yet 
he found they were not fair and open towards him at 
Poonah;^ and that wdiether he reduced Tanjore or 
did not reduce it, they would still come against him 
when it suited their affairs , that by God’s blessing, 
however, if he and Hyder were joined, they would, 
with the assistance of the English, keep the Mah- 
rattas effectually on the other side of the Kistnah.” ^ 

On the 22d of June, the question underwent deli- 
beration in the Select Committee. As to the com- 
plaint about the moneys unpaid, the Committee pass 
it over as a matter of slight importance. And as to 
the other complaint, that the Rajah was looking to 
the neighbouring powers for support against the 
Nabob, of which- they had before them no satisfactory 

* Papers, ut supta, p 1107 

* President’s Report to the Select Committee, Ibid 1108 

His not getting for them assistance from the Enghsh, he represented 
as the cause of their want of friendship, since thej behei ed (of course he 
had told them) that “ he had got the entire control of the whole English 
nation, and 'could niaVe them do as he pleased ” Ibid 
Ibid 



9*4 Moliut of the £jtgluh 

BOOK \ proof, Uiej ore constnuncd to confc«, tlmt, if It were 
* true, he would not be to blnmc. ' Tliat the Nabob,” 
17/3 they say, “has constantly had in view tlic design of 
conquering Taqjorc, will not ndmit of a doubL We 
oro firmly persuaded, that his chief motire for con- 
cluding peace u itU the llajah, at a time when our 
troops were upon the point of gettmg possession of 
the place, arose from his jealousy lest the Company 
purposed at a conrcnlcnt opportunity to take tha 
country from him By that expedition, howercr, lie 
obtained what he earnestly wished for, namclj , tJie 
removal of that restraint n hich he thought himself 
under, by the Companj a guarantee of 17C2” 

The Oimmittcc next record a solemn declarabon, 
that the treaty, nhich was then concluded left the 
Bajali at the mercy of the Nabob, and bound, by o 
sense of sclfprcscrvation, to seek for protection against 
him in every quarter Wc then expressed our 
firm opinion, that the peace, concluded xnthoitt the 
tiitcrvetiifon of the Company would not be const 
dered Iiy the Bojah as any secuntj to him and that 
lie would avail himself of the first opportunity of 
freeing himself from his appreJieustons of the Nabob 
Tlic intelligence communicated to us by tlie Nabob 
of the BnjoJi* application to the Muhrntlas and 
Hjder Ally for a'.sb.tonce K in some measure, con 
firmed b> the ndnccs transmitted to us by 
idostsm from Poonnli * Neither Is tlio conduct of llio 
Rnjali in this instance to be wondcrciloL Tlic np* 
prehensions he lx?forchail base l*cen incixasedby tlie 

iTUttlW/flU fl^ p C3)»iu iIm 

lTlb*\ Ijob r*aj jHlflf rKflUrU «t 
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publication of the Nabob’s intention of reducing him , BOOK V 
which lias gained credit all over the countiy He 
knows that, in our present situation, we cannot in- 1773. 
terfere, in the disputes between him and the Nabob ; 
that the Nabob did not even allow his vakeel to visit 
tlie late President. Under these cii cumstances, it 
is not surprising, tliat the Rajah should endeavour to 
strengthen liimself, by every means in his power, to 
enable him to withstand any attempts of the Nabob 
against him.” ^ 

That the Presidency had reason to pass over in 
silence, or at least with neglect, the compkints of the 
Nabob, respecting the payment of the Rajah’s debt, 
sufl^ciently appears from the statement of the facts. 

Of fifty lacs, exacted as the compensation for peace, 
twelve lacs and a half were paid down. By mort- 
gaging jewels and land, to the Dutch at Negapatnam, 
and the Danes at Tranquebar, he had contnved to 
pay the remainder, togethei with eight lacs for the 
pesheush of two years, leaving a balance of only ten ' 
lacs upon the whole." 

Notwithstanding the absence of criminality on the 
part of the Rajah, the Piesidency resolved that they 
ought to destroy him. “ It is evident,” they say, 

that in the present system, ^ it is dangerous to have 
such a power in the heai’t of the province : for, as the 
Honourable Court have been repeatedly advised, 
unless the Company can engage tlie Raj'ah to their 
interest, by a firm promise of support m all his j'ust 
' rights, we look upon it as certain, that, should any 


' Papers, ut supra, p HIT 

" See the Letter from the Dutch to tlie Nabob (Ibid 1273), Defenc* 
of Lord Pigot, Iiitrod 64 

• By present system, they mean the orders from England to support 
the Nabob, as absolute sovereign, in all his pretensions , which held 
their hands from interfering to protect the Rajah 



96 Natun of Ihac JUotlvn 

BOOK V troubles arise m the Comatic, ^vhethcr from the 
* Frcncfa or a country enemy, and present n ia\ Durable 
1773 opportunity of freemg himself from his apprehensions 
of the Nabob, he s^ould tahe part against him, and 
at such a time might be n dangerous enemy in the 
south The propnety and expediency, therefore, of 
embracing the present opportunity of reducing him 
entirely, before such an event takes place, arc 
evident * 

Never, I suppose, was the resolution taken to make 
war upon a laudul sovenagn, with the view of ‘ re- 
duang him cntirelv," that i? stnpping hnn of his 
(lomimons, and either putting him and his family to 
death, or ranking them prisoners for bfc, upon n more 
accommodating pnnaplc \Vc have done the Hi\Jnb 
great injury We have no intention to do him right 
'Ihis constitutes a full and sii/liacnt reason forgomg 
on to his destruction Sucli is the doctrine Tlie 
practical impTorement is obvious Do you wwh a 
good reason for cOccting any bodys destruction^ 
First do lum an injury mfficitnlly great and then If 
you dcstrov him you have in Uic law of sclWcfcncc, 
an ample justification ' 

In the opinion of the Presidency, no danger at- 
tended the operations required for the destruction of 
tlic Rajah to Hyder, he had too mudi business 
on hi5 hands, and knew liis own interest too well, to 
make the Lnglish just non his enemies on ncrounl of 
tbeKajab ^\lth regard to the Mahpatta% they were 
sure to invade llic Carnatic nh('ne\cr thij couhl 
cx|>cct to do fo with any succe-«< and that would 
Imppen neither sooner nor later on acrount of the 
reduction of Tonjore * 

Tlienexl p(*int to con idcr nas the conditions upon 
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Conditions required of the Nabob, 

which the Na])ob sliould be accommodated \vith the BOOK V 
destruction of the Rajali and the transfer of his do- ^ _ 
minions. Tlie first condition was, that the Nabob 1773. 
should advance cash, or good biUs, suflicient foi the 
expense of the expedition. The second was, that all 
sorts of necessaries, excepting mihtaiy stores, should 
be amply provided by the Nabob. Tlie third was, 
that instead of pa3dng for 7,000 sepoys, he should 
henceforth pay for 10,000. The condition, which the 
Piesidency endeavoured before the fiist war to obtain, 
but which they afterwards gave up, that of reserving 
the disposal of Tanjore to the Court of Diiectors ; 
and the maxim laid down by the Dii’ectors, and re- 
cognised by the Presidency in the case of the Mara- 
wars, viz. that it was for the interest of the Company 
to leave the minor chiefs in the Carnatic totally de- 
fenceless, as likely to aid the Nabob m those schemes 
of independence which he incessantly cherished; were 
on this occasion totally neglected. 

The Nabob, in these cases, was accustomed to press 
his project eagerly, as long as he found the Presidency 
reluctant or undetermined ; as soon as he found them 
engaged, and warm in the project, to manifest some- 
thing of indifference, or aversion So it happened, 
on the present occasion. The Nabob, after several 
conferences, told the President, ‘‘he would not be 
too pressing upon the expedition’s being undertaken, 
without it suited the Company’s affairs.” The Presi- 
dency, however, were in a very different disposition ; 
they were determined, and impatient, to begin the 
operations immediately.^ 


‘ Papers, ut supra, p 1122, 1125 There is secret history in many of 
the proceedings of the Company’s ser\ dnts, which it is not possible to 
bring forward with such evidence as lustory admits, and which, except in 
a very general manner, it is not within the province of history to trace 

VOL. lY. H 
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DOOKV The Nnbob, without much diffiailty, nccqitcd the 
^ conditions , on which tlic Presidcncj' were eager to 
1773 make for him the conquest of Tnnjorc , and il was 
agreed, that no peace should he concluded with the 
Kqjab, unless it should be found to be absolutelj im 
possible to effect his destruction The General was 
furnished with his instructions on the 5th of July 
The Nabob bargained wnth the troops, hy n sum of 
money for the plunder of Tnnjon? if the jilacc should 
bo taken by storm And on the 3d of August tlic 
army marched from Tnclunopoly 

Tlicy encamped, after a skirmish, within a short 
distance of Toiyorc, on the Cth of August On the 
J3th, the following letter was received from the 
ftryoh * The fncndsliip and support offcrwl h) tJie 
English to tlib countiy is a matter of unircrvil cele- 
bration and report among all the I^lahratta and 
Iliyahpoot nations as udl as others We have 
quietly submitted to the hard terms impexed on us 1)\ 
the Nabob and have given him all that, hy these 
means he required Some definency happened in 
the revenues of the mortgaged lands for the |»ay 
ment of the sums so defiornt ns well ns ihe last 
years pcshciLdi (though the latter was not yet Iiccomc 
due) I borrow cd of the Soucars and having engaged 
witli them also for an mlditional sum to discharge 
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Eipedifto)} ag{t7nst Tanjore, 

what was due to the young Nabob and other lesser BOOK v. 
accounts, I took bills for the whole amount, and sent 
them to the Nabob ; who, having protested my biDs,^ 1773. 
has set on foot an expedition against me. Consider- 
ing that no deviation of conduct can by any means 
be laid to mj’’ charge, and that I have fulfilled my 
engagements in respect of the payments I agreed to, 

I am confident you caft never consent to this mea- 
sure. Some offence should surely be proved ujxin me, 
before an expedition be undertaken against me: 

Without any show of equity to wage an unjust war 
against me, is not consistent with reason. This 


> This transaction is explained, in the following manner, by the 
Author of the Defence of lord Pigot ” (Introd p 64.) It hap- 
pened that one Comcra, a dubash of the virtuous Mr Benfield, was at 
Tanjore, when the Nabob threatened a second nsit This Comera, 
servant of Mr. Benfield, was employed in lending money on mortgages. 
To him the Nabob addressed Ins Self, through him, he mortgaged to 
Mr Benfield some districts, which had been formerly mortgaged to the 
Nabob , and obtained from Comcra bills on Ins master Mr Benfield 
payable at Madras for tlie twelve lacs winch by the treaty of 1771 were 
still to be paid But it was not the intention of the Nabob to receive 
this last instalment His confidence m the servants of the Company 
was increased.' And he now determined at all events to get possession of 
Tanjore He therefore sent for the dubash, and by proper application, 
prevailed on faim to deny that he gave the draughts by proper applica- 
tions he raised unexpected scruples in the breast of the dehcate Mr 
Benfield Though he now avows that he has mortgages to a consider- 
able amount m the Tanjore country, yet then, in a more enlightened 
moment, he discovered that it was his dut), as a servant obedient to the 
orders of the Company, to reject any proposal of lending money on mort- 
gages He does not indeed deny that the bills were drawn on bun he 
allows them to have been drawn, and actually sent to the Nabob so far 
be contradicts his agent. But he seems not to know who it was that 
drew them His own servant, Comera, dwindles, m his account, into an 
undescnbabl6 creature without a name , a black man to the southward, 
with whom the virtuous Mr Benfield had indeed some mercantile con- 
cerns ” In this statement, the fact of tlie drawing of the bills, and of 
their not being accepted by Mr. Benfield, are established For the re- 
maining points we have only the authority of the writer, and the mode of 
gaming a dehcate point at Madras , the writer, it is to be remembered, 
a partisan, but the mode of gaimng points at Madras, notorious, ha- 
bitual, and altogether concordant with the assertion 
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TanjDTt taXai 

y chantablc country is the support of muIUtndcs of 

— people If you, Sir, mil ppcserrc it from destruction, 

1773 you will be the most great, glonousi and honoured of 
maukiiuL I nm full of confidence that you will 
neither do iiuustice, yourself, nor listen to the tale of 
the oppressor I only desire n contmuance of that 
support which this country has formerly cxpcncnccd 
from the English, and you will reap the fame so good 
an action deserves"' 

Ground was broken before Tai^jorc, late on the 
evening of the 20th of August, and a party was 
advanced to a commanding spot within 500 yards of 
the walls. On (he 23d the engineers had run their 
parallels to the destined extent, but had not time to 
erect a redoubt uhicli uos Intended to secure their 
left- On the morning of the 21tb, Uic enemy 
willed in a considerable party, and attacked the 
trenches with musketry They retired upon the 
brisk advancement of the grenadiers, but not without 
some loss to tlic English assailants On the 27th, 
in the morning the ^Ucncs ucrc opened About 
the same time the Presidency received from hir 
IVIostyn at Poonah, a letter, to say, timt a dl^mtc 
bclnccn the Pcahwus gmTmmcnt, and timt of Berar 
aflorded present occupation to the MabraUa* ami 
removed the clanger of interruption to Uic expedition 
against Tnpjorc. TIic approaches werre made and 
the brcadiing Irnttcncs opened, early in the morning 
of the 14(h of ScptcmlH.T On tin. iCth a px^sigc 
of tttclrc fex-t wide was completed ocrwi tl>e wd 
dilcli whidi surrouDded tlie wallc, and the breach 
uns so conudcrable, that the enemy expeetetl iltr 
a'*^auU hy dav hghl Uic iicsl morning, uhen 20,000 
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Tanjotc taken. 

t „ 

fighting men were prepai’ed to defend the breach. BOOK v. 
This hour being permitted to pass, they expected no ^ 
fai^ther attempt till the evening; but when tlie sun 1773. 
was in the meridian, and intensely hot, and the gai- 
lison had mostly retired to obtain a little refreshment 
and repose, the English troops were drawn out with- 
out noise to the assaidt The success of the stratagem 
was complete- Tiie troops entered nuth scarcely 
any resistance, or any loss. And the Rajah and his . 
family were.taken prisoners in the fort' 

The Dutch liad received the seaport town of Na- 
gore and its dependancies, in assignment for the 
money which they had lent to the Raj'ah of TTanjore. 

It was the wish, neitlier of the English, nor the 
Nabob, that tliey should enjoy the advantage of re- 
taining these possessions. The first pretence made 
use of was, that assistance had been lent to the 
Rajah against the late expedition. Before the troops 
mthdrew from Tanjote, a letter was wntten by 
iJie Nabob to tlie Presidency, lecording the com- 
plaint, and demanding assistance to punish the of- 
fenders. It' was also necessary to send infermation 
of the charge to the Dutch. They utterly denied 
the facts; and as there appears to have been no- 
thmg to prove them, the chaige was permitted to 
drop. Another resource remained. The Dutch had 
purchased Nagore. Upon this the Presidency gravely 
and solemnly declare * “ As .the Rajah of Tanjore 
held his lands of the Nabob in fee, he could not, < 
agreeable to the feudal- system, v^^ 

Papers, ut supra, p 1197—1218 In gmngan account, the next,dajr, 
of the capture of the place, the English General writes to the Presidency , 

" The situation of the Rajah is truly pitiable, and likewise Monajee’s 
^the Generalissimo) , I do therefore hope, as the place has fallen by the 
English arms, that the Honourable, Board will exert their influence ^ylth 
his Highness, that those prisoners may be treated ngreeablfe to ,the'ranlw 
they once held in this country ” Ibid p- 1218 , i '< ' ' 
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Nagort taken from (ke DuUh 

^ Indio, alienate any part of his cotmtiy to any otlrcr 
_p{nver, 'without the consent of hit hege lord, the nilcr 
of the Carnatic Paycn Glmut,”* Upon this fonnda 
tion, they fdt no scruple in jouimg with the Nabob to 
make war upon the Dutch. Yet it is abundantly ccr 
tom, that such on idea as that of “ land held in fee” 
could hnrdly enter into the mmd of o native Indian, 
even in the way of imagination ond conception Such 
fl tJung^os a feudal system or a Lege lord, nc\ cr had n 
'^InomcnA ddstence m India, nor was ever supposed 
to have, except by a few pedantic, ond half lettered 
Enghshmen, who knew httle more of the feudal sys- 
tem than the name If this doctnne were true, the 
English had onginally no just title either to Calcutta 
or Madras- When they obtained the one from tbc 
Subohdar of Bengal he was the vassal of the i^Iogu! 
when they obtmncd the other from the Nabob of Car- 
natic, he was the vassal of Nirom ol Mulk, the 
Subohdar of Deccan Besides, the Presidency tlicm 
selves, hod only Uo ycors before declared that no 
such thing as feudality costed in Indh that the 
only nght of one state over another was power that 
the stronger uniforrulj exacted tribute of the weaker 
but that legal dcpcndancc there nas certainly none* 
The troops advanced Tlie Dutch mode o solemn 
protest against the Injustice but IhtT’ were not In n 
condition to moke cflcctual resLstnncc and they pm 
dently retired The Noliob complained of the cold 
Iieortcdncss and lupincness of his English friends 
bccousc they support him in attacking tlic 

nncien\ polsiss^s of the Dutch At length It wa< 
orranged, that the Dutdi should be re-Imbar»ed l»y 
tbc Nabob the money which tlnry Iiad ad^Tincetl to 
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The Rajah of Tanjoic dethroned. 

the Rajah; and that they should give up to the BOOK v. 
Nabob the lauds and jewels which they had received ^ 
in payment or in pledge.^ 1770. 

When the former war vidtli Tanjore was projected, 
the Nabob, though he would not consent that the 
English should garrison Tanjore, if taken, yet pro- 
posed that he himself should place in it a garrison of ^ 
Europeans. This time he would not consent to even 
so much, but insisted upon it, that Tanjore should 
be garrisoned ndth liis own tioops " The Presidency 
so far attended to humanity, and the suggestion of 
their own general, as to express their mshes to the 
Nabob for humane treatment of the Rajah and his fa-‘ 
mily . But they were satisfied with very slight evidence 
of the gratification of those desires The wretched 
Rajah and his mother addressed a letter, each' of 
them, to the Nabob , telhng him that they were re- 
markably well treated. These letters were shown to 
the Presidency, and the Presidency tell the Directors; 

We have much satisfaction to leara, by letters from 
the Rajah and his mother to the Nabob, communi- 
cated to us, that they are treated with much attention 
and humanity m them confinement”^ The Nabob 
could never be at a loss, upon such admirable teims 
as these, for- a proof of any thing vi'hich he could 
possibly desire ^ 

Intelligence of the dethronement of the Rajah, and 
of the transfer of his dominions to the Nabob, was 
not delayed by the Company’s servants It was le- 
ceived in London with all the documents and details, 
on the 26th of March, 1774! Three weeks elapsed 
before the departure of the last ships of the season.; 


1 Papers ut supra, p 1226, 1273, 1276, 1281, 1290, 1333, 1361 
- Ibid p 1236 3 Ibid, p 1336 
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BOOK i of agent desirable and that an miction between two 
Cbaf 4 pnnccs for tlie favour of the powerful sen ants of the 
J775 Corapanj promised a golden honest to the rcbtivcs 
and connexions of the Directors, were alli^Uons 
thrown out hj the enemies of the new resolutions * 
allegations which, if they hod general surmise, and 
even general presumptions in their favour, were un 
supported by porticubr facts- 
K)n the 12th of April, ihc very day on nhicli the 
Conft of Propnetors met to choose non Directors, 
the Court of Directors proceeded at last to dedarc 
their decision on the business of Tonjorc, and to pre 
senbe tbc rules of future operation 

Notwithstanding their ambiguous language nml 
stni more ambiguous conduct, they dcclarctl that they 
had been pcrfccUy uniform m two things in com 
inanding that no oddition should be mode to (he |)os 
sessions cither of themscUcs or (lie Nabob and In 
condemning the pohey of ploang Tnnjoro under the 
dominion of tliat ruler ” more osjiccially,’' they ndtl 
as they on the spot were of opinion (hat, on account 
of oppressions exercised by tlic Nahoh m hb own 
dominions and of his inveterate hatred to tlic 
King of Tanjorc tlic Tnnjorcans would sniimil (o 
any poncr whatever, rather than to the Nniwli.** 
First they condemn, (hough after solemn thanks for 
mcrly given to the Governor who had cnrri«I it 
the war of 1771 declaring that tliough it would 
hare been right to rail the najnli to ncconiil for nr 
rears of Irilnitt nnd to interjioM. I»ctwcen him nmf thr 
iMnrawnr^, it wni wholh unjustifmhh to innki war 
upon him when he ofTiTcrl to submit tn the nrinlnt 
turn ofthc conipanv nnd still mon “ on nny nmmnl 
or prvttnce or urnler nny arrumslnna*^ to piU tlir 


• II U-iol iTrtt cf iV r I I lU. 
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Nabob in possession of that kingdom.”' They dohi- BOOK v. 
plain, upon this subject, of tlieir servants as sending ^ 
them disingenuously incomplete information, and then 1775. 
taking their measures without authority." 

With regard to the second expedition, that in 
1773, intended for the complete destruction of the 
Rajah, they declare that it was founded upon pre- 
tences which were totally false ; 1 . as the Rajah was 
not proved to have committed any offence ; and, 2 . 
as the destruction of him, instead of adding to the se- 
curity of the Company, had only increased its dan- 
gers They decree, therefore, that IMr. Wynch, theii’ 
President, shdl be removed from his office ; that the 
members of their council shall be severely repri- 
manded ; and “ unless their zeal for the interests of 
their employers shall manifest a proper sense of theii 
lenity, that they shall -certainly experience more li- 
gorous marks of their resentment 

After this retrospect of the past, the Directors im- 
mediately pen them regulations for the guidance of 
the future They regarded two subjects , 1st, the 
restoration of the Rajah of Tanjore ; and 2dly, the 
management of the Company’s own possessions, on 
the coast of Coromandel ; that is, the Northern Cir- 
cars, and the jaghire lands m the neighbourhood of 
Madras. “We are convinced,” say the Directors, 
addressing the Council of Madras, “ that success 
must, in a great measure, depend upon the wisdom 
of your councils, the integrity and firmness of your 
conduct, and in no small degree, upon the seasonable 
exertion of those peculiar abihties for which your 
Right Honourable President is so justly and emi- 
nently distinguished.” ^ 

With regard to the King of Tanjore, the Presidency 

• General Letter to Fort St George, 12th Apnl 1775, Papers, ut 
supra, p 145 . 

2 ' Ibid p 146-S-149 


2 Ibid p. 150, 151 
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Orders of the Ccmpcn^ 

BOOK V wcrefirsttoprondc security, byapTopcrgafird.forllic 
* perrons of him nnd his family and next, but under 
1775 certain conditions, to restore him to his dominions, 
os they existed in 1762. ’The conditions were, that 
he should receive a gamson of the Company s troops 
into the fort of Toiuoro assign lands for their main- 
tenance p^y* to the Nabob tlic pesheush of 1762 
assist him with such troops -alone ns the Presidency 
shall join in rcqainng form no irentv with foreign 
powers, except m concurrence with the English rulers 
and neither directly nor indirectly furni<h any assist 
once to their enemies 

Tor the better management of the Company's pos- 
sessions, the Council were directed, ” when alTnirs re- 
specting Tonjorc shall hare been accommodated and 
finally a4justcd," to form a committee conirfstlng of 
five members of the Counal, wlio should moke the 
arcuit of the Northern Circars, and collect ■infor- 
mation of all those arcumstanccs in tlic state of the 
countiy whidi government is chiefly interested in 
knowing and, after this informalion should be 
gained, to take the proper steps for letting the lands 
during a tenu of years, on pnnaplcs- nmllar to those 
on wjiich (he lands had b^n let In Bengal Re 
spccting the jaghirc which the Nnboli hitherto had 
rented, under tlw allogntion tlmt the appearance, pre 
tented to the people of the countn of the exemption 
of anj part of Ins dominions from hit Immediate ju 
nsdiclion would be Injurious (n hts millionlj , the 
Directors dcdaml their dwaiiifnction with the pre 
sent arrangement, their drtcnnmntimi to tale the 
lands under their own control imles< the Noliob 
should sulimit to their condition' nnd they dirrrtrd 
iharscrrants in the mean time to let (hem to him 
finlr from vrar to rear * 

lift r rt 0* r- i-h in I 

»T/i, r i>t_i ■) 
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Lord Pigot resumed the office of Governor of Fort book ' v. 
St. George on the 11th of December, 1775 . Upon ^ 
my arrival,” says his Lordship, " I found a general 1775, 
reform was necessary 111 the settlement, to preserve 
the Company fi’om ruin.”^ A “ gencial refoim” has 
many enemies ; and those, for the most part, veiy 
powerful ones. The injunctions of the Dii’ectors 
were to proceed immediately to the restoration of the 
Rajah of Tanjore. It was, however, agreed that the 
communication should be made with all dehcacy to 
the Nabob to whom it was known that it would be 
unpleasing in the highest possible degi’ee There 
was no expedient to which Oiiental artifice could 
have recourse which the Nabob left untried to ward 
off the blow. He endeavoured to make it appear 
that he had an undoubted right to the possession of 
Tanjore ; he magnified the merit of his services and 
attachment to the Company ; he enlarged upon the 
disaffectiou of the Rajah , he claimed the support 
which the letter of the King of England, brought by 
Sir John Lindsay, had promised him ; he deprecated 
the policy adopted by the Company, of doing one thing 
by their servants in India, and the veiy reverse by 
their Dhectors in England, and declared that he was 
unable to understand them in this double capacity. 

He tried the tone of humihty, he tried that of au- 
- dacity. He sought to affect their sympathy by re- 
minding them of the many Englishmen to whom he 
was indebted, and whom, if stripped of Tanjoie, he 
would be less able to pay ; -and of that confidence in 
their honour with which he had placed his residence, ^ 
and that of his family, under the guns of Fort St. 

George. He offered to place an Enghsh garrison in 
the fort of Tanjore; and only ''entreated that the 
country might not be taken out of his hands, till the 


1 Lord Pigot’s Narrative, See , Defence of Lord Pigot, p. 83. 
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V Company, who had proceeded upon partial inforroa 

tion, should deade upon what he hod to suggest 

1776. The Council availed themselves of his offer to ad 
mit an Enghsh gamson into the fort of Taiyorc bo 
cause It enabled them at once to set the Kiyoh at 
libert), and guard his person But they showed the 
Nabob that the commands of the Directors n ere pe- 
remptory in regard to the tunc of the restoration, and 
left them no hberty to grant the delay for which he 
npphed It teems to have been the expectation of 
the pnnapal military officer belonging to the Pro- 
sidcncv, Sir Robert Ilctchcr, tliat he should be the 
person by whom the immediate business of restonng 
the Rajah should be performed But when the Pre- 
sident signihcd his intention of proceeding for that 
purpose to Tapjore in person the Counal \oted una 
nlmously, that the business should be placed In his 
hands and as the crop was on the ground, and the 
honest approaching that no time should lie Icwt In 
ginng possession of the country to the Rnjoh 

Sir Robert riotdicr however though he hnd 
joined m the vote for sending the President, propositi 
another for sending along with him tno other mem 
bers under express and partjcubr instructions of the 
Board declaring tlmt without this conilillon lie 
ivould not ha\c assented to the lole in favour of the 
President lliat the Boanl was not jusuficsl in the 
delegation of undefined and unlimited powers, exapt 
in n case of extreme necessity nndtliat ifthismeo 
sure were drawm into n precedent tfir eflcct would 
Ik? to fcnrc the rorrupl intiTcsts of imhntluaU at the 
i\I»cn*i ofthi pulihc TliepPopcril tra< rrjcrtfNl by 
n mnjonlv of tin. Ciuincil luit the I roidcnt look 
with him Iiv rhoia tno members ofUje(ouMo) and 
oni of them a ptr^m ulio Ind vntnl for thrdejni 
lation 

I^rJ Pigoi el out ft! the dOlb i*! Mnrrlu »ih1 ar 
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Dispute u'lth BenfieM 


rived at Taajore on the 8tli of April. On the 11th BOOK v.' 
the restoration of the Rajali was proclaimed. In- ^ 
stead of employing' the troops of the Company to do 1776 . 
nothing more than garrison the fort of Tanjoic, the 
President got the Rajah to request that they might 
be employed for the protection of the whole counti y. 

And instead of assigning revenue barely to defray their 
expenses, leaidng all the trouble and disputation which 
accounts are apt to produce, he offered to give a neat 
sum, to cover all expenses, namely, four lacs of pa- 
godas a-year. On the 5th of May, Loid Pigot re- 
turned to Madras, and having laid befoie the Council 
a copious diary of his proceedings, with all the docu- 
ments which belonged to them, received a vote of 
approbation, which, tvith regard to the general mea- 
sures, was unanimous. 

JMi . Paul Benfield was a servant of the Company 
in the ciwd department, and as yet in one of the lowest 
situations. He had betaken himself to more lu- 


crative functions, than the duties of his ofEce ; and 
had become not only a favourite of the Nabob, but 
the principal agent, in what was at that time one of 
the first concerns in the settlement, the lending of 
money 

It appeals, that Mr. Benfield gave to Lord Pigot a 
general intimation of certain interests which he held 
in Tanjore, before the departure of that Lord for the 
restoration of the Rajah, and received from him a 
general disavowal of any intention to injure his rights. 
Immediately after the restoration of the Rajah was 
proclaimed, a letter fi’om Mr. Benfield was delivered 
to Lord Pigot at Tanjore, in which he stated, that for 
money lent to the Nabob he had assignments upon 
the revenues of Tanjore, to the amount of 405,000 
pagodas, equal to 162, 000^ ; and for money lent to 
individuals m Tanjore, assignments upon the pre- 
sent crop to the amount of 180,000 pagodas, equal 
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DOOK\ to 72,000/ making together, the immense sum of 
* 234,000/^ lent b} a junior Bcrvant of the Companj* 
1770 tvTth a salorv of a feir liundrctl pounds a rear, and 
T\lio was conspicuous among other things for keeping 
the finest carnages and horses at hladras,*- 

Ijord Pigot rephed, that in a case like this, lie could 
do nothing more than laj the circumstances before 
the Board l^fr Bcnficld expressed dissatisfaction 
that the powers of government were not immedmtcl) 
exerted to procure him all thot he desired and he 
■UTOtc to the Coundb expressing his confidence that 
tlicy would afiord him " assistance to recover bis pro- 
pertj, while the Bight Honourable President under 
their commission remained in nuthontj* over tliost 
countnes " Certain Members of the Board ucrefor 
proceeding immediately* to consider the claims of Mr 
Bcnficld Tlic miyonty, hoHCVcr decided, that the 
coosidcratioo sliould be postponed uJt Lord Pigols 
rctom 

A few dnjs after tlie return of Ixnl Pigot to the 
Board, the application of Mr Bcnfitld was oppointed 
for the subject of dcUbcmtinn Mr Bnificld was 
called upon for particulars and vouclicrs Init roucltcrs 
J^fr Bcnficld ^as unable to pnxluce TIic Irniisnc- 
tions, he said, were registered in the IBooks of the Cut 
dieiTT and the Nabob nould acknowlcdgu them 
As for the bohks of the CuIcIimtv they ncrc never 
produced and os for the acknnwlcdgctnmt of tlic 
Nabob, there ncTC two questions one, uhethrr llic 
assignments oflhc Nabob, if the debts wm real gave 
any nghl to the revenues of Tonjotr non n^tnred 
to tlic Bajoh anoUicr, whether llicwholi demand 
and acknonledgment, taken togrlhcr not a 

coUuiion bclw the \al»<*band Bctifi Id a itudift! 
fraud upon the Companv and the B/jjnh I rr llir 
debt* said to be dor from Imliv ulual* v*hicl> In the 
fpenrjcitto'i liad dnindicd dawn to 30 000 pa-rila* 



Di’^putc 711 the Council 

ther6 was notliing to give but the word of Blr. Ben- BOOK V. 
field liimself. After due consideration a majority of ^ 
the Board came to the folloT\mg decision : “ That j 
tlie Rajah of Tanjore, being put in full possession 
and management of Ins country by the Company’s 
express 01 ders, it is the opinion of the Board that it 
is not in their power to comply with hli’ Benfield’s 
requests in any respect those claims on individuals, 
which bear the appearance of having no connexion 
with government, not being sufficiently explained to 
enable the Board to form an opinion thereon, and 
the assignments of the Nabob not being admissible.” 

This resolution was passed on the 29th of May* 

On the 3d of June Mr. Brooke, one of the maj'ority 
who had thrown out the claims of Mr. Benfield, 
entered a minute, in which he stated, that supposing 
Mr. Benfield to have demanded the assistance of the 
Council, he had voted against him ; if he had then, 
as now, understood that he- only requested their 
assistance, he would have voted for him : he, there- 
foie, moved, that the Board should reconsider their 
vote on the claims of Mr Benfield , and gave his ' 
opinion, that the crop on the ground, at the time 6f 
the restoration of the Rajah, was by the Cotnpany 
meant to belong to the Nabob The vote for re- 
consideration was supported by fhe maj'onty. On 
the 13th of June, the subj'ect bemg resumed, a motion 
was made by Lord Pigot that the vote of the 29th of 
May shduld be confirmed ; it was negatived by a 
majority of seven to five. On" the following day 
Lord Pigot was proceedmg to move that all Jhe 
claims of Mr. Benfield were private and not public 
concerns,” when a member of the Council, claimed a 
right to prioiity. The claim of the member was 
founded upon the notice which he had given the pre- 
ceding day of his intention to put ce;rtain motions. 

, VOL IV I 



Hi Dajnete tn the CoHnnt 

BOOK V The claim of Lord Pigot mu founded upon tlie cui- 
* tom of the Presidency, corroborated by convenience 
1776. that the President should possess the initiation of 
business^ The claims were put to the vote, ■uhen 
the question was decided m favour of the member 
and he moved that the crop sown during the time 
of the Nabobs possession be declared the Nabobs 
propert}, hu assignments on it, therefore good 
and that the Rnjah should be instructed to respect 
and to restore, if they had been disturbed, the pledges 
in com whlcli were held by Mr Bcnfield ^Tien 
all thu wns voted the question of the President, 
whether the claims of Mr Bcnfield ucrc private or 
public was finally considered. The mqjonty tliought 
them ” fo for as they regard Mr Bcnfield private 
clnimi M far os thcr regartl tlic Nabobs assignments 
to Mr Bcnfield, public." 

Tlic following iwmt uns ngltntcd next On tliC 
28th of June, the President opined a proposal for 
cstabhdiing a fidorj nl Tanjorc. A motion to Uiis 
cfTcct was tejcctwl by the mnjontj on the 8tli of 
July As he could not obtain a factory the Presi 
dent ^uppow^d that a resident nould bo uu?ful Hr 
mmed that "Mr Russel n member of the Council 
and a closely connecUrd fnend of his own uliould l>e 
npjKnnlfd resident at Tmijore and this s\ai carrini 
i\*ithmit much ojipositlon 

\ ilore svus the jmncipol military station fn the 
Carnatic as a fnmticr fcrlms, in the line ofinsaslon 
l»oth (0 Hyder and (lit ''fahrattas it «os thcrrftTrr 
provMid nltli Hk* pvatcsl numiKT of troops and 
regubrlv nsthe|»o-( of honour assignetltotlw offierr 
second in command ColonclSluart theonjfrrKrond in 
command tlionghl proper to conuJer lanyire ulurr 
a small number onlr of tn^ipi simr rttjuirrsl o* et 
thu lime tlie mihiary station of pnnapal imjiortancr 
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Dispute in the CotnidL 

in tlie pro^dnce ; he therefore claimed it as his right, 1300K v. 
and that claim the majority sustained. ‘ ^ 

Though liberty had been lestored to the , Rajah, iV7(j. 
and his lights proclaimed, much was yet to be done 
to put the administration of the country fully in his 
hands. The struggle between the President and-the 
majontj’’ in the Council now wasj whether Colonel 
Stuart, who would manage the business agreeably to 
the ricws of the majority, or jMr. Russel, who would 
manage it agreeably to the views of the Presidents 
should have the opportunity of placing the admini- 
stration in the hands of the Rajahv 

Mr Russel was one of the gentlepien named by 
the Court of Duectors to form one of the Committee 
of Circuit to explore tlie Circars ; and this Committee 
was du’ected to proceed upon its mission* as soon as 
the final settlement of afifairs in Tanjore should be 
eflfected. The maj'ority laid hold of this circumstance ; 
an d voted, as well for the immediate departure of the 
Committee to the northern Circars, as that of Colo- 
nel Stuart to his command in Tanjore. The Presi- ' 
dent insisted, that neither Was there any necessity for 
precipitating the departure of the Committee, nor 
was the business of Tanjore settled; .that the Rajah, 
who beheved that the interests which had dethroned 
him were now triumphant, and those which restored 
him overthrown, was in a state of apprehension bor- 
dering upon despair. He proposed that, foi,\ the .ter- 
mination of this unfortunate struggle, two menjbers 
of the Board, who were stationed at -the out settle- 
ments, and were mot involved in the disputes, should 
be summoned to\attend. This proposition was re- 
jected The President offered.to be Satisfied, if Mr. 

Russel was allowed to go to Tanjore for only a few 
days, to preseiwe the appearances of consistency in 
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l^K V the proceedings of the Council, and to qmet the 

alarms of the Rajoh This too was rejected 

177C Iditherto the proceedings of both parties, whatever 
natn6 they may desen c in point of wisdom or xdrtue 
were regular in point of form Only one alternative 
now remained for Lord Pjgot-— the majority was 
either to be obeyed, or their authority waste be resist 
cd Lord Pigot resolved to resist, and the method 
wluch 7ie pursued wiis as follows 

He assumed that the President was on integrant 
part of the Council that it was not competent to 
perform any acts of gmernment whhont him and 
that he had a nght to withhold his concurrence from 
any propositions which Uic mnjontp nugljt urge 
Tins was pretty nearly the some doclnne nlncii had 
suggested itself to Ulr Hastings in Bengal but the 
practical apphcation was somewliat different 
On the lOtli of August, it was moved Umt a copy 
of instruction^ for Colonel Stuart, prepared by the 
commanding officer should be taken Into consi 
dcratloit PIic President declared tliat he would not 
put the question The olwtruction presented a ques 
tion of jnqKiHancc and the majority resolved to ad 
journ Tlic following day the Counal a^wmhlcd, 
and the came motion was made The Preddent dc 
dared that ht would not allow the question to be 
agitated at the BoanL nie majority ncscrthileM 
approved of tin. initructlons and prepared llic rimughl 
ofa letter to the offccral Tanjorc directing him to de 
liver over the eommnhd of the pnmsnn tn Colonel 
Stuart fhe Ihresidciit deebrei that hr would li^n 
neither arTirmed tliat w ithoul his ngnaturr they could 
have m»authontv,nnd wenird hisopp'mrnU t«> druit 
7*hr mhiilj of the majontr w ere i M rml arru su-U and 
they 8dlourn*d tlie (.oundl for two dayi On Ihe 



the Council and the Governor. 

22d of August, the day on whicli they first assem- 
bled, the majonty produced a minute, in winch they 
deny that the concurrence of the President is neces- 
sary to constitute an act of goveniment ; affirm that 
the vote of the majonty constitutes an act of govern- 
ment ; and that it tends to subvert the constitution, 
for the President tb refuse either to put a question, 
or to caiTy into execution the decisions of the ma- 
jority. The President proposed, that questions of 
so much importance should be left to the decision of 
their honourable masters; and that' here, till th«r 
pleasure should be known, both parties should allow 
the mattei to rest. 

This, too, was not agreeable to the wishes of the 
majority. They came to a resolution, that, as the 
President would not sign the instructions to Colonel 
Stuart and the letter to the officer at- Tanjore, a 
letter should be written to the Secretary, directing 
him to sign them in the name of the Council, and 
transmit them as authoritative instruments of govern- 
ment to the parties addressed. 

The letter was written, and approved by all the 
gentlemen of the majority. They began to sign it in 
order, and two of them had already written their 
names, when Lord Pigot took, or snatched it out of 
the hand of the man who held it. He then took a 
paper out of liis pocket, and said he had a charge to 
present against two members of the Board, and named 
the two who had just signed the letter which he had 
snatched. The accusation was, that by signing orders 
to the Secretary to give instructions to Colonel Stuart, 
tliey had been guilty of an act, subversive of the au- 
thority of goveinment, and tending to introduce 
anaicliy By the standing orders of the Company, 
any member of the Council, against whom a charge 
was prefeiTed, was not allowed to deliberate or vote 
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BOOK "v on any of the questions relating- to the clini^ When 
* the two occus^ members were excluded, the Pre* 
J 770 ndent bad a imyonty hw own costing vote It 
was therefore voted to suspend the members in ques- 
tion and then the President hod a permanent mn 
Jonty After the vote of suspension the Council 
a^oumed to the following day which nas the 23d 
The gentlemen of the former majonty forliorc to 
attend but the) sent by a public notary n protest 
in which, beside denouncing tJic pnncipnl net of the 
foUowing day, they na the mqjonty of the Hoard 
declare themselves Uio go\‘cnung body, and claim 
the obedience of the settlement This protest ufls 
sent b) the same agency to the commanders of Ins 
Miycst) 8 troops and tool! persons bolding nnvmillio 
nty at I^Iadnw In consequence of nhat hi dcrnictl 
so groat au outrage I^ord Pigot sumtnoned the C( tin 
cil again to meet at four o clock when iIil> po sod n 
vole, suspending the whole of the mcml>crs who bad 
signed the protest, and ordered Sir ftobert ncldttr 
the commanding olRccr to be put under orrcal nnd 
tried by ri court martial 

Tfie opponents were not bclnml in nolcnco TIic) 
spccdiljr assembled declared themselves a CotmnI 
seated with all the pouen of gormimcol and r 
foivcd to arrest the person of I^ord Pigot and cimfir 
the command of the arms Sir Kolicrt ndchtf Ijcln^ 
m on Colonel Stuart * Tl«e tad. of p^furmlng the 
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L.ord Pigot ai'i£sted. 

an’est of Lord Pigot was devolved on the Colonel, BOOK v^- 
who, by acquiescence, had accepted from him the 
command of the army. The greater part of the next 1776 . 
day, the 24th, the Colonel passed in company, or in 
business, with his Lordship, breakfasted with him as 
well as dined ; and having accepted an invitation to 
sup at his house, and made his aiTangements to airest 
him by the way, was in the carnage of Lord Pigot 
along with him, when it was surrounded and stopped 
by the troops. 

As the point, for which all this confusion was 
created was the extremely minute one, whether JMr. 

Russel should or should not go for a few days to 
Tanjore, it is not easy to believe', that something of 
importance did not remain at the bottom, which it 
was not the interest of the parties to disclose. One 
thing is certain, that the parties, and they had the 
best means of information, cast the most odious im- 
putations upon one another, and charged the most 
con’upt and dishonourable motives. They were ac- 
cused of desiring to have an opportunity of ennching 
themselves, the one party by sharing in the revenues of 
the Rajah, the other by sharing m those of the Na- 
bob.^ The party who espoused the views of the 
Nabob seem to have been afraid, after the extre- 
mities on which they had ventured, to carry then* 
own lesolutions into effect They had voted that 
the crop which was on the ground at the time of the 
restoration belonged to the Nabob, and ouglit to fol- 
low the assignments he liad made, yet the Raj'ah 
was not disturbed in tlie possession of it ; and the 

5 Admiral Pigot declared, in the House of Commons, that his brother 
had been oftercd ten lacs of pagodas, and afte^\^ards fifteen, a bribe, 
amounting to about 600,000/ of Pnglisli raone}, only to defer, and that 
for a '^hort and specified time, the reinstatement of tlie Raiah See Par- 
hauientnri History, for the IGtli of Apnl, 1779, and Dodsleys Annual 
Register, \xn 
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Proceedings in England 

BOOK V debt^ real or ficiitious, to Bcnbeld, nt the end of 
* their odnuniatration rcmnlncd undischarged * 

1777 They proceeded to the further violence of suspend 
mg all those members of the Coimal who hod voted 
with the President but it docs not appear that any 
harshness attended his confinement or that lie v,as 
not indulged with c\er} freedom, consistent witli tlic 
means necessary to prevent his resuming Jus place in 
thci government. 

Tnicn intcTligcnce vas brought to England of the 
violent net of the Counal of iVIndms it excited 
among the members of the Companv, and still more 
in the nation at large, both siirpnsc and indignation 
In the Court of Directors, the parly uho defended, 
or at any rate attempted to opologiju? for the nut/mrs 
of the late revolution, ncrc nearly ctjual to the parti 
by whom ther n ere condemned But in a Court of 
Proprietors, held on the 2(»th of March 1777 n rc 
solution vrQ» passed hva majorit) of 382 to 140 in 
which it was recommended to the Court of Directors 
to toko the mo<t elTectuol measures for rtMonng I^nl 
Pigot to the fuU cxcrd^c of his authority, and for 
inqmnng into the conduct of the pnndpal actors in 
hlx imprisonment In consequence of thi< proceeding 
it iv'as, on the lltli of April earned by a ea ting 
vote In the Court of Dircdors that I^onl Pigot nm! 
Ids friends should be rcstorct! to the ntuationi from 
wliicli thc> had l»ecn ImpropiTl} remmed that 
memlien of (he Counnl Including tire CommantW 
In Chief S' ho were drrlaird to have sulrrcrtrd tire 
goremment b) a mibtary fiTrer >l»ould D suqiendfd 
from the semcr and not restored n lUiout the immr- 
lUatc net of the Directors, But a rote of emmre 
was at the *iamc lime on lyml Pigob whov' 
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P; oceedulgs in England. 

conduct in several instances was pronounced woi’thy BOOK v. 
of blame. The means were not yet exhausted ^ . 
of defeating this turn of affairs Not only were 1777, 
impedunents accumulated, and placed in ‘the way; 
but a fresh Set of resolutions were brought forward, 
iraportmg the recall of both parties, as the only mode 

the unp'ortance of the occasion required These pro- 
positions, in favour of which the ministers were sup- 
posed to have exerted all their influence, were voted 
by h majority of 414 to 317, in a General Court on 
the 9th of May. The attention of Parliament was 
also attracted Governor Johnstone, who was dis- 
tinguished for the part which he had taken in discus- 
sions Relative to Indian afiairs, moved, on the 22d 
of the same month, a senes of resolutions, highly 
approving' Jhe conduct of Pigot, and the measures 
which had been pursued for his restoration, while 
they condemned the proceedings of his enemies, and 
the motion for liis recall. Almost all the questions 
of English policy 1 elating to the affairs of Carnatic 
underwent discussion m a long and animated debate, 
which was closed by a vote of no more, notwith- 
standing ministenal influence, than ninety to sixty- 
seven, against the resolutions. 

After these proceedings, a commission was pre- 
pared under the Company’s seal, beanng date the 
10th of June, 1777, by winch Lord Pigot was re- 
stored to his office , but* he was at the same time 
directed, within one week after the dispatch of the 
first ship, which, subsequent to the date of Ins re- 
storation, should proceed from Madras, to deliver 
, over the government to his successor . and eitlier by 
that ship, 01 the first that shoidd foUow, to take Ins 
passage to England The members of the Council 
who had concurred in displacing Loid Pigot vere re- 
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BOOK \ called, and the military ofEcers, who had been chicfljr 
* iiwtnjmcntal in executing the arrest and confinement 
]777 were ordered to be tned bj courts martial on the 
spot Till inqmry should be made into the conduct 
of both parties in the recent scenes, when it n onld be 
seen which of the actors might deserre and which 
might not deserre to be remmed from the service 
the Directors tlmught proper to form a tcmporar> 
government in nhich Sir Thomas Rumbold after 
the departure of Lord Plgot, was to succeed to the 
choir; John Whilchill to be second in counal and 
^lajor General Hector J\Innro, Commander of the 
Forces, to be third, without the power of any further 
advancement 

Before tJicsc rcgublions ncrc reedred in Indio, 
Lord Plgot had passed bepond the reach of honour 
or disgrace I IIs cmiiUtulion worn out b) age and 
the operation of a hostile climate, sunk under the in 
acliviijr of his iituation, nod llic pauifid fochngs 
which prejod upon bis mind, after a confincincnl of 
somcn hot more than eight months INfr Wulchill 
reached isrodras on the Olsl of August 1777 and 
being (he senior in counal nctetl as President and 
Governor till (he 8tli of 1 cbniarj* follomng when 
Sir Tiionnv PiimlxiW nmred * 

• Jlfprrl c flirt •/‘WOTCJ 1781 ; *6^ 

»if 7 III nrj JtTT ITIP 1760 r*Uu»# to Tiojorr 

pi JfifCia tftl I Tmr 1 J-nTtnl f f C I J, 177? J 
IrH I pi » Titj r •» t Sir thtrjaif kr J mr tf 
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the Authors of the Ai ; est. 

Once more the subject was taken up by the House BOOK V. 
of Commons. On the l6th of Apial, 1779, Admiial 
Pigotj the brother of the deceased Govern oi, began ifll. 
tlie discussion with a histoiy of the transactions 
which had led to the deposition of Lord Pigot, and 
with the heaviest charges against tlie actois in that 
scene • After which he moved a senes of resolutions, 
affirming the prmcipal facts, affirming also thatordeis 
had been given to hold courts-martial for the tnal of 
the pnncipal military officers engaged in the crime, 

, and directing an address to his JMajesty for the pio- 
secution, by the Attoraey-General, of four of the 
members of the Council, who had returned to Eng- 
land. The resolutions gave rise to considerable 
debate , but were finally adopted Proceedings in 
the courts of law were immediately commenced; ^ 
and on the 20th of December, the four members were 
tiled for a misdemeanor, before a special j’ury ; and 
found guilty. When brought up for judgment, a 
fine of 1000/ was imposed upon each To men of 
theii’ foi tunes, this was a punishment haidly to be 
felt : Such is the difference, in the minds of Enahsh 
judges, between the ciime of deposing the head of a 
govei ninent abroad, and that of wnting a censui e 
upon one of tlie instruments of government at home.^ 

Wlien the northera circais were first delivered into 
the hands of the Company, it was judged ex])edient 
to go\ ei n the countiy for a time in the manner v. Inch 
uas ahcady estabhslicd. The Ciicars of Kaja- 
mundi}', Ellore. and Condapilly, were consigned, 
under a lease of tliiee ycais, to a natne, named 
Hussuu All Khan, uho had pieMously govemcd 
them, undei the Nizam, uith the slate and authoiity 
of a vicciav. The lemaimiig Ciicai of Cicncoleuns 


1 I’ Ill-ton, x\., Hon ell’s State Innls, v o’ 1.11, 
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BOOK \ placed under a nmOor admmistmtion, but In the 
* hands of a separate deputy 

1777 A change vras introduced in 17C9 Administra- 
tion by the agency of natives was discontinued And 
the Circars were placed under tlic chni^ of Prorin 
dol Chiefs and CoundU, n title and form v. hlch nt 
that period the commcmal factone* BTre made to 
assume Under the Chief and Council, formcrlv the 
Factory of IVIasuhpntom were ploccd the dudnets of 
Condnpni), Itojamundry, nml Ellorc TTie Chief 
and Council of Viwgapatam received in charge the 
southern parts of Cicncolo and nt Cnnjaro where 
tlic factory hod been discontinued, n new establish 
ment ivns made of a chief ond counnl for those 
afihirs of the country which could be most convcni 
entU ruled from tliat ns a centre To tlicac provin 
ctal boards the hnanciol jiidicml and, in short the 
whole avH and pohtica! odministmtioti of thi country 
was consigned 

The disappointment in llicir expectations of j>ccii 
niarr supph from the itorthcni circnrs ns from their 
othtr dominion-* and the <cnsc whidi lhc> enter 
tnincdofthc dcfcels of the mating administration 
Imd recommended to the Court of Dirrctors the 
formation of the Committee of Cirmit 'ITiI'* Com 
imttrc were directed |pv|Kr>onftl ln*pertion oml in 
rpiirr upon Ihe sjmt to nsrrrtaln with nil iwksiIjIc 
r\nrtnc<* tfie proilurr the population and mami 
fuctiires of the countn the cxlnil and f^nrees of 
tliememie tht nude ond ex))m e of It colhrthn 
the •.tote of the ndimnl tmtimi of jn*!ia liO'r r»r 
the finaiinal and jmltnal nTpilnlinns which had U-<ii 
lntm<lurr<l In Ilrngal were npplrtwMe In tlir ( irrar* 
what was thr rtindilmn of the ftrt« and tlte rtminv 
rlantxs of llie A jmndar^ or Itnjdi « Iiat the nilli 
tarr fo-cr cf cadi the rtprna-» !>jth if hi* ornn 
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suspended by Govetnor Rnmbold 

and household ; and the means which he possessed of BOOK v. 
defraying them. The- Directors declared it to. be ^ 
them intention to let the lands, after the expiration of 1778 . 
the present leases, for a term of yeai’s, as in Bengal ; 
not, however, to deprive the hereditary Zemindars of 
their income; but leave them an option, either to 
take the lands which had belonged to them, under an 
equitable valuation, or to retire upon a pension. 

They avowed, at the same time, the design of taking 
the mihtary power into them own hands, and of pre- 
venting the Zemindars from maintaining those bodies 
of troops, with which they were perpetually enabled 
to endanger the peace and security of the state. 

Within a few days after the deposition of Lord 
Pigot, the new Gkivernor and Council drew up the 
instructions of the Committee ; and sent them to the 
discharge of their duties. They had made some pro- 
giess in their inquhies ; when Sir Thomas RumlDold 
took the I’eins of government at Madras, in February, 

1778 ^ 

In Council, on the 24th of March, the Governor 
represented, that on account of the diminution in the 
number of menibers, it was now inconvenient, if not 
impossilile, to spare a sufficient number from the 
Council to form tlie Committee ; that the Committee - 
was attended with very great expense ; that all the 
ends which were proposed to be served by it might 
be still more effectually accoraphshed if the Zemin- 
dars were sent for, the desired information obtained 
from the Zemindars, and the jummabundy, 01 sche- 
dule of lent, settled witli them at the seat of govern- 
ment , tliat by this expedient the Zeimndars would 
be made to feel more distinctly their dependence 


» Fifth Report of tlie Committee of the House of Commons, 1810 , 
Second Report, Committee ot hecrecy, 1781 App No 153 
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BOOKV described ns engaged jn madunations for bis rub 
Sittemm had obeyed the \ cry first summons to repair 
J 77 g io flladras, and had negotiated successfully for Uie 
fann of one pnodpal duision of the lands. He 
earned another point of still greater importance 
which was to receive IVom the Presidency the ap- 
pointment hf Duon to the Rajah To this r^iUation 
the Rajah manifested the greatest aversion TIic 
Presidept addressed him in the following words 
“ We ore convinced that it is a measure s\Inch vour 
own welfare and the interest of the Company render 
indispensably necessary But should you continue 
obstinately to withstand the pressing instances tliat 
have repeatedly been made to you by the Board, con 
Junctircly as welt as separately we sliall be under 
tljc necessity of taking sudi resolutions as will in all 
prohahihty be extremely painful to you but whidi 
being once passed, can never be recalled ” To this 
ATwram Rfiz made tfic follouing answer I shall 
consider mysdf henceforward os diverted of all power 
and consequence whatever seeing that the Board 
urge me to do that which is contrary to m) fixed 
determination and that the result of it is to Ik the 
losing of my conntiy ” The reason n Idcb uni urgivl 
by the President for this arbitrary proceeding wa» 
tlic necessity of having a man of nhihllus to prr*>crTe 
the OTtlepof the cminfrj and ensure the mcnuiM 
The Court of Director* lion ever say, In thtir p 
Dend letter to the Presidency of Madras dated the 
30lh orJanxiOTj^t 1781. “ Our iurpn<r ami cmicrni 
ere grrait on olj<cmng the very injurimis treatment 
winch the anaeiil Rajah of A izianagarnm rrccivctl 
at the Presidency when deaf to hi< irprrvmtatirmi 
and entrratir* jmi in tlw mml arbitrary am! un 
wcrraniaJilc mann'T n|q>ointrt! Mi amlatioui and 
lutripiit'n ‘'iiicram Itar Duati of the 

T 
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Circar, and thereby put him in possession of^ the re- BOOK v. 
venues of his elder brother, who had just informed ^ 
you, that he sought his ruin . For, however necessary _i778. 
it might be to adopt meastires for securing payment 
of the Company’s tribute, no circumstance, except 
actual and avowed resistance of the Company’s au- 
thority, could warrant such treatment of the Rajah 
And in one of the resolutions which was moved in the 
House of Commons by Mi’. Dundas, afterwards 
Lord Melville, on the 25th of April, 1782, it was 
declared, “ That the Governor and majority of the 
Council of Fort St. George did, by menaces and 
harsh treatment, compel Vizeram Raz, the Rajah of 
Visianagrum, to employ Sitteram Raz as the Duan, 
or Manag-er of his Zemindary , in the room of Jag- 
gemaut, a man of probity and good character ; that 
the compulsive menaces made use of towards the 
Rajah, and the gross' ill treatment which he received 
at the Presidency, were humiliating, unjust, and creel 
in themselves, and highly derogatory to the interests 
of the East India Company, and to the honour 
of the British nation.” 

Nor was ,this the only particulai in which the 
Presidency and Council contributed to promote the 
interest and gratify the ambition of Sitteram Raz. 

They not only prevailed upon the Rajah to be recon- 
ciled to his brother , they confirmed his adoption of 
that brothel’s son ; and ‘‘ agreed,” say the Secret 
Committee of the House of Commons, " that aU 
under-leases should foi the future be made in the 
adopted Rajah’s name ; that his name should be used - 
in all acts of government , and' that Sitteram Raz 
his father, who was in reahty to enjoy the power. 


> Second Report, Committee of Secrocj, 1781 , jlppendiv, No 
153 
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Procetdingt of the Gowwctct/ 

should be accepted of hy the Board as a sccuntj fof 
this young man 

In t!ic opinion of the Directors, even this was not 
all Thc} ncaised the Presidency of underselling 
the lands b} a corrupt conninince ^ith Sittemm Hht 
" The report they said ** of the Committee of Cir 
cult, and the positive evidence of Sittemm Rfix, war 
rant us in asserting that more than double tlic amount 
of the tnbuto for whicli you have agreed, might and 
ought to have liccn obliuncd for the Company We 
nrc in pos<o«^on,” they add * of one fact, which so 
far as it extends, seems to convey on Idea, Hint the 
Zemindars hare licen abused, and their monc) mis- 
applied at tlic Pnsidcnc) ’** 

TIic Directors olludcd to the follon mg fact that 
Mr Rcdlicnd pnvatc Kcrctai^ to Sir Thomas Rum 
bold Uic CoNcmor, had actually received from 
Sittcram Rfiz a Imnd flir one Inc of on con 

dition of Ins services In procunne for the donor, tlic 
duan liip of the Zcnundfln,n reconciliation t\ilh Ms 
brother a confirmation of ?in s adoption the /c 
nundnr\ of Annpill} nnd the fort or\ irjingnmm 
nd\nntn^e^ the \\lioIc of uliich Sittemm Rfi/ oh 
taineil and corruption of uhich though mndi 
Lnonn to the President and Connril ly th« prumd 
ing^ of a court of ju'lux thev nfTonletl tn the Court 
of Directors no information ’ 

\iiothiT fact wns that to the nme Air RnlljraJ, 
as npptm-xl by n codicfl to Ui^ mil Vrnitr td Omra 
*.nn of the ‘Nalwli had an order from lu^ fitlu r 
pa\ a lac of ruj)a-> 

»^r<ir f'l r uai I 1' 

«« 1 « r flO»l» fJ IMl 

11 fxl I r tr* I llcl J 15 II I 

^ atliU I) fc. J| l*^ IL if t - i i 'I ' 
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Condemned hy the Directois. 

Another fact was ; that two lacs and one thousand bookv. 
Rupees had been transmitted to Sitteram Raz, wliile 
at iMadi’as ; of which money^ tlxouj^h he was greatly 1773 * 
in aiTear, no part was paid to •the Company. 

It farther appeared , that, according to one of the 
checks devdsed by the Company upon the corruption 
of their servants, if Sir I'homas Rumbold pos- 
sessed in India any money on loan, or merchandize 
on hand, at the time of entering upon his office, he was 
by his covenant bound, before he proceeded to recover 
the money, or dispose of the goods, to deliver to the 
Board a particular account of such property upon 
oath : that upon an accurate examination of the re- 
cords of the Council during the whole of Sir Thomas 
Rumbold’s administration, no proceedmgs to that 
effect could* be found : that Sir Thomas Rumbold, 
nevertheless, had 1 emitted to Em’ope, between the 
8th of February, the day of his arrival at Madi’as, and 
the beginning of August m the same year^ the sum 
of 45,000/., and, duiing the two subsequent years, a 
further sum of 119^000/., the whole amounting to 
164,000/, although the annual amount of his salary 
and emoluments did not exceed 20,000/. 

Sir Thomas opposed the evidence of corruption 
which these transactions imported, by asserting, that , 
he had property in India at the time of his return, 
sufficient to” account for the remittances which he 
afterwards made. The exudence which he produced 
consisted in certain papeis and books of account, 
which exhibited upon the face of them sums to a 
great amount. And one of the witnesses, examined 
before the Secret Committee of th6 House of Com- 
mons, stated his, having .heard m conversation from 
Sir Thomas Rumbold. that he had in Bengal, at tlie 
time of his last arrive in India, about 90,000/. , part 
in Company’s cash , part m bonds, and mortgages at 

K 2 
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Transactiorti 


BOOK V jrrferest on some of vrhicli three or four years interest 
Tm dne.^ 

177S The lands or taxes in tlic arcars were let, some for 
ten years, some for 6 rc The jnghirc about Mndnis 
was re-let to the Nabob, not for one but for tlircc 
years. And m no ease was any satisfoctoiy unjuiiy 
perfonned. 

The Directors, complaining that their orders and 
the interests of the Company had been equally dis- 
regarded, and that, while the dignity and feelings 
of the Zemindars were nolatcd the rights of the im 
mediate, cultirators were left mthoiit protection 
pronounced upon the ^liolc of these procetxhngs their 
strongest condemnation 

In the agreements formed witli the Subahdnr or 
Nizam, rcspcjcUng the fi\c nortlicm arcars in 17CC 
and I7G8 it mis arranged that Cunloor which nns 
one of them, should be granted in jaghire to llozalut 
Jung his brother, (0 Ixi ci\jo)cd by tlint Pniirc 
dunng his hfe or so Jong ns the Sulahdar should Ik. 
satisfied mth his conduct and upon cxpimlion of the 
interest of ftorulut Jung to rerert to the Com|»any 
About the latter end of the year 1 77 1, the ro\cmnr 
and Council ucn. infomied br Utters from tJie chlrf 
of iMnsulipnlam that n IkxI^ oflrcnch tro«i|H unihr 
tlic command of iSl I-alJy wen. rclamnl in the nrvlrr 
of Bamlut Jung nnd rcctlrnl ninforrcnu ntn ntnl 
stores by the port of >\Joo!nj)njy *1 hr mention *»r n 
Ircncli fortx iii tin. scnicr of n nntni pnnrc wm 
sure to LimUe the jt^aloun of tiu I n^li h 
Pft^idcncj of ^fndnK IfcM the nfTnr ^ f •udjnrnt hn 
portance to conimiininu nith tlir Supn-nir Ortinnl 
ofJlongnl on the | rupnrtr of uun^ inqiium tnpnv- 
curc the mnm a! of the J a neb fn m the trmtonr^ 
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of Bazalut Jung * and received the authority of (hat 
Board, not only to insist with Bazalut Jung upon 
their immediate dismissal , but to prepare a body of 
troops foi marebing to his fiontiers, and to threaten 
liim, that they would take possession of his countiy,* 
and negociate with the Nizam, even by an entire 
renunciation of the revenues, for the cession of it to 
the Company” It was deemed advisable to tieat 
\vith the Nizam, as principal in the treaty of 17bS, 
and a party to eveiy agreement between the Company 
and Bazalut Jung , and they desired his co-opei ation 
for compelhng his bi other, eithei, Isl, to dismiss the 
Europeans from his service, and trust to the English 
the defence of Guntoor, which was their oivn ; or, 
2dly, to let that Circar to them at a rent determined 
by amicable valuation. The Nizam replied in friendly 
terms , declaiing that he had sent a person of dis- 
tinction to piocuie the removal of the French from 
the service of lus brother , and that “ every article of 
the treaty should remain fixed to a hair’s breadth.’- 
From the date of these transactions, which extended 
to the beginning of the year 1776, though several 
representations had been received of the continuance 
of the French in the territory of Bazalut Jung, no 
ulterior measures were adopted by the Board until 
the 10th of July, 1778, when the President and Se- 
lect Committee entered a minute, expressing a con- 
viction of danger from the presence, in such a situa- 
tion, of such a body of men. A negotiation, thiough 
the medium of the Nabob without the intervention 
of the Nizam, was commenced vnth Bazalut Jung. 
That piance was now alarmed with the prospect pre- 
sented by the probable designs of Hyder Ah, and well 
disposed to quiet his apprehensions by the benefit of 
English protection On the 30th of November, the 
President presented to the Board a proposal, tendeied 
5 
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Transactifrru 


K>OK V by Bazfllut Jtmg- m -n-hich that Pnncc agreed td cetlo 
the Guntoor district for a certain annual payment, to 
1778 dismiss the French from his service, and to accept the 
engagement of the English to afford him troops for 
the defence of lus country On the C7th of Januaiy 
1779* ^vhen the treaty iras concluded with Baxalut 
Jung, it was thouglit expedient to send to the court 
of the Nizam a resident who should ascertain as fnr 
as possible the views of that Prince, and bis con 
ncTuons tv ith the Indian powers or the French ob 
viatc any unfavourable impressions wlucli lie miglit 
bare rcccircd »and transact anr busincsv to nJuch 
the relations of the two slates might give birtli And 
on the 19th of Apnl a force under General Haqmr, 
was ordered to proceed to the protection of the tern 
tory of Bazolut Jung 

Jn (ho contest nith (he Afnhmttns in which n( 
the Pnxldencics of Bengal and Bomba), the 1 nghdi 
Were engaged, the Nizam hod expressed n dedn. to 
remain neutral though he hod fmnkly declared his 
liatred of Bngoba, and Ins connexion by treaty with 
Pundit Purdnun, the Infant Peshnn, timt i« with 
the prcvTulmg party of the Poona council and tliough 
an alliance with the Berar government had l)ci*n nt 
templed hr the Supreme Connnl on the conthtion of 
recovenng fur that government some countnes Vhirh 
Ind Ixxn ure^toil from it hy the Suhahthrof IX'cnn 
IMicnMr Holland uho v an 'ml ni n^udnit hr thr 
Pn-'uhncy of Madras nrrivcil nt Ihd«n!n«l the 
capital of the NIz-nm on the Clh of \pnl he hot 
received with trery mark of rt'^prrt and witli tltr 
*'tmn::j-'l nnrtces of a d '^irv to ailtiratc iIk* fncnil 
ship of the I ngli h Ihitwhm at hi oiidMncr tin 
rv'ulrnt iiiTKVt^ctl foexplnn the tnn irtnn< v»hl h 
uithout tlir |urlJn|iali 111 of ihr NI/nn had t^Irn 
place btlucrn th** Comicn) and lav In ih*^ 
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painful emotions of liis Highness were vfsible ; lie BOOK v, 
read over the articles of the treaty of 17h8 , afhrnied 
that it was violated by the conduct of the Presidency; nys. 
disavowed the right of the English to interfere in the 
concerns of his family; declared that, if the treaty 
was to be regaided, the troops which without his 
leave weie about to march into the country possessed 
b)’- Bazalut Jung, a dependant of ilie Subah, ought 
to be stopped , if the' treaty was not to be regarded, 
he should be constrained to oppose them. To the 
apolog}’-, urged by Mi Holland, that the probability 
of an immediate attack by Hyder Ah left not suffi- 
cient time for consulting him, the Nizam replied that 
Hyder had no immediate mtention to molest his bro- 
ther, but was meditating a speedy attack upon Car- ' 

natic, to be conducted, hke the former invasion of 
that piwdnce, by plundering and burning, while he 
avoided a "battle The Nizam was jealous of the 
presence of a Biitish force mth Bazalut Jung, who, 
with such assistance, he doubted not, would §oon 
^piie at independence- The French tioops he had 
taken into his own service immediately after they 
were dismissed by his brother, but he assured the 
British resident that he had adopted this expedient 
solely to prevent them fiom passing into the sersuce 
of Hyder or the Mahrattas; and desciibed them as 
of little value, the wreck of the army of Bussy, aug- 
mented by persons of all nations. This was* a con- 
tingency, which, in their eagerness to see the French 
dischai’ged by Bazalut Jung, the Presidency had 
somewhat overlooked. It was no doubt ti ue, as they 
alleged, that ftad the Nizam consulted the friendship 
of the English, he would have, ordered the French 
troops to the coast, whence wfth other prisoners they 
might bave been sent on their passage to Europe. 

In ^he Select Committee, on the 5tli of June, it 
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was proposed by the GoTcmor, and agreed, that Uie 
paheush or tribute of fire lacs of rupees nbich the 
Company were bound by their treaty to pay, in com 
promise, for possession of the Northern Circars, the 
Nizam should be sohated to remit The payment 
of it had already been suspended for t^o years, partly 
on the pretence -that the Frcncli troops n ere not dis- 
missed, partly on account of the c.Thaustcd slate of 
their finances "U^cn this proposal was announced 
by Mr Holland to the Nizam, he became highly 
agitated , and declared his connction that the Eng- 
lish no longer meant to obserre the treaty, for whidi 
reason ho also must prepare for war 

Mr Holland who had rcccircd Instructions to 
communicate with the Supreme Council, conveyed 
intelligence of these transactions to JIcngnI by send 
ing, on the 5d of September, copies of the letterw 
which had jmssed between him and Uie Prcsidcncj of 
Madras On the 25tli of Octolicr the subject ivas 
talkcn Into consideration at Calcutta when the pro- 
ceedings of the Madras Presidency, in forming a 
treaty with Bazalut Jung, without the interposition 
of Ills immediate sovereign, the Company s aU>, and 
in witliliolding the payment and propo^ng the nlio- 
htjon of the pcshcusli, underwent the most 
condemnation, ni tending to impeach the cliarnrtcr 
of the English for Justice and faith and lo rnj<i them 
up n formidable cncm\ when they were nlrrady cx 
po<otl to unusual difficulties and danger# It was 
ngrecil that tlic ease demanded the intcrirmree of 
tlic Superior IJoanl nnd a kttcr was nntten on the 
Itt of Norember, 177^ to asnirr the Nlrim that 
the Intcntiom of the Engh h pu\rrnmcnt wire tnily 
paofic nolwlllislamhng tlir intirpn-tothm wMtb hr 
put uiwn the prucvi’dingi of the ( ounal at ^fndrJt. 
Mr TIelbml wat tlirvefet! to i>tn<l Im iicgt/tUti-wi 
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till lie should receive further instructions from his BOOK v. 
ovTi Presidency. Letters were also written to that ^ 
Presidency, acquainting them, m terms studiously 1779, 
inoffensive and mild, with the aberrations which it 
appeared to the Supieme Council that they had made 
fi’om the line of propriety and prudence. The Nizam 
declared the highest 'satisfaction with the friendly 
assurances which the Supreme Council had expressed. 

But tlieu’ interference excited the highest indignation 
and resentment in the Couned of Madi’as. On the 
30th of December a minute was entered by Sir Tho- 
mas Rumbold, the President, in which he treats the 
censure which had been passed on their conduct as 
undeserved, and its language unbecoming, denies the 
iiglit of the Supreme Council thus to interfere in the 
transactions of another Presidency, and argues that 
theii contiohng power extended to the conclusion 
alone of a treaty, not to the intei mediate negotiation ; 
he turns the attack upon the Bengal Presidency, 
enters uito a severe investigation of the pohey and 
conduct of the Mahratta war, which m every par- 
ticular he condemns • this it was which had alienated 
the mind of the Subahdar, not the regulation with , 

his brother, or the proposed remission of the pesh- 
cush; the retention of a pesheush offended not the 
conscience of the Bengal Presidency, when them- 
selves were the g’ainers, the unfortunate Emperor of 
India the sufferer, and when it was a pesheush stipu- 
lated and secured by treaty for the most important 
grants. In terms of nearly the same import the letter 
was couched in which the Presidency of Madras 
returned an answer to that of Bengal, and along 
with which they transmitted the minute of their 
President 

The Presidency of Madi’as had not only taken 
Guntoor on lease from Bazalut Jung, they had also ^ 



1S8 

BOOK'\ 
Cxxf 4 

1779 


Mad) at Gottniment cundenmed 

transferred it, on a lease of ten years to the Knbob 
of Arcot, though well aware how httlc the Directors 
were pleased with his mode of exaction, either in 
their joghirc, or in his own dominions 

The measure of tliar olTcnces, in the eyes of the 
Directors, nas now suffiacntly full In their letter 
of the 10th of January, 1781, after passing the 
severest censure upon the abolition of the Committee 
of Circuit, and the proceedings with the Zemindars 
of the four Northern Circars on the treaty with 
BozalutJung, the transnebons mth the Niram, and 
the left‘s of Guntoor to l?ie Nabob thcr dismiss from 
their gcrvicc Sir Tliomns Rumbolil President, John 
IIill and Peter Perring Esquires MemUrj of their 
Coiinal of Fort St Gcoigc dc]»n\e of their scat in 
cotinal Mr Smith and Mr Jolin<on and crprrss 
their strongest (h^plcnsurc ngainit l!ic commander of 
their forces Sir Ifcctor Afunro ’ 

* Tl«n to notelr Jb <1^6 ’Wtmd tod TKird 

n^port^ C«nini««orVw<7 IlCI b iM *»UrK 

li of’lnAl doaiTr<nt» tro 1(» Le 
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CHAP. V. 

JVar with the French — Fondicherr'y , taken — War 
with Hyder Ah — Presidency unprepared — Colo- 
nel Baillie's Detachment cut off — Supreme Coun- 
cil suspend the Governor of Fort St. George^ 
and send Sir Eyre Coote to Madras — Hyder 
takes Arcot, and overruns the greater part of 
the country — Lord Macartney, Governor of 
Fort St. George — Negapatnam and Trmcomalee 
taken from the Dutch — Treaty between the JSla- ' 
bob of Arcot and Supreme Council — Assignment 
of the Nabob's Revenues — Tellicherry invested — 

Great Armaments sent from both England and 
France — Disaster of ColoneTBrathwaite's De- 
tachment in Tanjore — Madras reduced to a State 
of Famine — Death of Hyder Ah — Tippoo with- 
draws theMysorean Army from 'Carnatic — Ope- 
rations and Fate of General Matthews on the 
Coast of Malabar — Siege of Mangalore — The 
General at Madras, rjefming to obey the .civil 
Authority, is arrested and sent to Europe — 

French and English suspend Hostilities in con- 
sequence of Intelligence of the Peace in Eiii ope 
— Operations of Colonel Fullarton in Coimbetore 
— Peace with Tippoo — Behaviour of Supreme 
Council to Presidency 'of Madras. 

NV AR With the French, instead of being, as foi - book v. 
meily, the most alarmmg to the Enghsh of all sources ^ 
of danger in India, now held a veiy infenor station 1778. 
among the gieat objects which occupied their atten- 
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Pondicherry 

Uon In the beginning of July, 1778, intelligence 
^ wns rranved in Bengal, which though soracwlint 
premature was acted upon as certain that war had 
commenced between En^and and France ^\^thout 
waiting for a formal notification of this event, which 
might be only waiting till the Frendi Iwd made 
themselves strong, it was resolved by a stroke, de- 
cisne in their present defenceless situation to take 
jKBscssion of the whole of tlic Frcncli settlements in 
India regard to minor places the attempt was 

easy, and Chandcmagorc, wiUi the factories at Ma 
suhpatam and Concal, siirrcndlTcd without resist 
ance Ponihchcrry was tlio object of importance, 
and it was resohed to Jose no time in tnkingmcnwrrcy 
for its reduction Inslrucilons w ere sent to Mmlrns 
and rcachoil it wiUi unusual expedition Major 
General Sir Hector Munro wlio commanded the 
Madras army, took jiost on an clcmitcil ground, call 
cd the Bed Ililb distant about a league from Pon 
dichcrry, on the 8th of August, and on the Otli sum 
moned the place to surmidcr But Ids jirc|jamtions 
were still so backward, timt it was the 2|st of 
August before he took powtN^ion ofthc Iwund hctlgt 
within cannon shot of tlu town and ground wn^ not 
lirokcn (ill the Cth of Sv|)ttml>cr It was broken /n 
two places wnlhaMcw tocarrj on attacks ujton Itotli 
sides of the town at onre 

TIh? Bntish squajlnin conM^lmg of om slup of 
MXly guns out of twintj twnitr n 

sloop of war and an loiU Indinrnan sulol from 
Madras tonanl the end of Julv undur llw nmunaiid 
of Sir lulw anl ^ mum w ith n Mt w t > M k I up 1 
didrvm b> la This muidron n-adrtd mir of 
action almiit tin lime wlnn *’ir I! <trT ^lunn>n) 
enmixtl on tli* Bril Hills nnd .gmni in'll lli** f ti 
llic I rcncli •^[uadron under M lirniyllr nmn f 
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Battle between the Frciich and English Fleets, 

ing of one' ship of sixty-four guns, one of thirty-six, BOOK v. 
one of thirty-two, and two East Indiamen armed for ^ 
war, sailed immediately, and prepared for action 1778. 
The two squadions met and engaged on the 10th of 
August. The battle raged with great fmy for the 
space of seventy-four minutes, when the tliree minor 
sliips of the French squadron quitted the action, and 
in fifteen minutes after n'^ere followed by the rest. 

The English ships, which, as usually happened m 
engagements with the Fiench, had suffered chiefly 
in their lagging, were unable to pursue the French, 
which had suffered cliiefly in their huUs The French 
squadron reached Pondicherry the same night * sail- 
ing badly, and opposed by the winds and the current, 
it was the. 20th before the English recovered their 
station. Early on the morning of the 21st the 
French squadron was perceived under easy^sail stand- 
ing out of Pondicherry road Durmg the day the 
■alternate failure and opposition of the winds prevent-- 
ed' the squadrons fi’om closing; and towaids night 
the Enghsli commander stood m for Pondicherry 
road, and cast anchor, expecting that the enemy, to 
whom it was an object of so much importance to 
Feep open the communication of Pondicherry by 
sea, would proceed m the same direction, and com- 
mence the action on the following morning. M. 
TronjoUy availed himself of the night. His squa-- 
ffron was out of sight before the morning, and was 
no more heard of upon the coast 

The garrison of Pondicherry was commanded by 
M. BeUecombe, a man whom this abandonment was 
not sufficient to dismay. Notwithstanding the total 
destruction which the works of Pondicherry had sus- 
tained m the former war, its fortifications had been 
restored with gieat diligence, and it was defended by 
a garnson who availed themselves of all its advan- 
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BOOK V ger to whicb this event might expose the expedition, 
^ DOTv on its TVflj to underwent ddibcration in 

1779 the Council but the confession of ivcnkncss, which 
would be impbcd in the recoil of the troops, and the 
supposed importance of accomplishing tlie object in 
vic^ , dcaded the question in favour of perseverance 
Intelligence of the resolution of H) dcr to resent the 
attack produced a hesitation and the importance 
was discussed of goiniog the friendship of that pow- 
' erful chief by renounang the enterprise but after a 
short suspension, the design was resumed, and Colo- 
nel Brathwaitc was instructed to nnliopalc resist 
nnee by \cloaty of completion TJie expedition 
encountered for less difliadty th-in there was reason 
to expect no opposition tvnj made to Uic march 
the fleet and the troops arn'ctl safely at the place of 
rendervons , and Mohe, nhidi was strongly situated 
but totally destitute of supplies, surrendered on the 
I9th of March before a cannon uos fired It was 
occupied by the English till the 29tl» of November, 
when Colonel Brathwaitc s detachment bong onleml 
to Surat to reinforce General Goddard, the fort uns 
blown up ’ 

Before Colonel Brathwaitc t\ ns enabled to comply 
witli his order* and cmleirk for Sum! In n'ceircil n 
requisition from (he clntf end fhctori at rtlhchciry 
for the ns'islnncc of the N%hok dv.tncl»mcnt Hiat 
settlement had drawm upon itu.lf the roentinent of 
Ilydcr bv protecting a Snir chief \\ha had IncurmJ 
his disjileasuTC Uj the influence of Ilvdi-r a nnm 
licr of live surrounding chiefs utTC Innted to attack 
the settlement which was clo'ely |iTCj«d at the 
lime of the c\Rcualton of Not conaivmg 

tliat lie could be justificfl In Imring IrllirlurrT In It* 

• J” m S fi oj JUj f |l f* r-**’ I 

i»ff f wat 
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Hi/der Ah. 

perilous situation, Colonel Brathwaite moved ■with BOOK v. 
his detachment to its support. In' consequence of the 
detention of those troops, the Council at Madras 1780. 
resolved to send anotlier detachment to the assistance 
of Goddai d, which were’ embarked in- the months of 
January and February, 1780 ' 

In 1774, the divisions among^the IMahratta chiefs 
afforded to Hyder an opportunity, which he dexter- 
ously and vigorously impioved, of turning the tide 
in his affairs. He recovered speedily the territory 
which he had lost. He dihgently employed the in- 
terval of repose which succeeded, in restoring order 
to his country, improving his revenues, augmenting 
the number and improving ’ the disciplme of his 
troops. His power soon appeared to be rapidly on 
the increase ; and afforded alarm to the English, who, 
by their evasion of the treaty of 1769l» were con- 
scious of the hatred they had inspired, and weie now 
jealous of a connexion between him and the French. 

He continued to extend his dominions, and increase 
his power, with httle interruption, till the latter end 
of the year 1777, when the Mahrattas and Nizam 
Ali combined to chastise him. Tlie Mahrattas, under 
Hurry Pundit and Purseram, penetrated into the 
Balagaut country, with an army of 50,000 men; 
but upon the approach of Hyder, who hastened to 
oppose them, theyvetreated into the district of Adoni, 
where they came' to an engagement on the 5th of 
January, 1778, and sustained a defeat. 

Though Hyder was deeply exasperated against 
the Presidency of Madras for them continued evasion 
of treaty, and refusal of assistance, he was induced by 
the state of affairs to make-a fresh proposal in 1778. 
Harassed, by the hostihties of the Poonah govern- 

^ First Report, ut supra/ p. 56, 

VOL IV ' L ' 
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BOOK V ment, he had been ireD pleaied to support a pretender 
the person of Ragoba the Enghsh n-erc now in 
1780 volred not only in dispntes with the Poonah minis- 
ters, but actunl operations for the reinstatement of 
that ejected chief and in the beginning of July, 
1778, Hyder, through his resident at Sludras, made 
a new overture towards an nllinnce with the Enghsh, 
offenng his assistance to establish Hagonaut Row in 
the office of Peshwa and requmng only a supply of 
arms and mflitary stores for which he would pay, 
and a body of troops whose expenses hd would defraj 
The opinion of the Presidency appears to hare been 
that sndi on arrangement might be useful, more par 
bculariy to prevent the formabon of a connexion 
between Hyder ahd the French they cren nctnow 
ledged therr behef, that had not the treaty of 1769 
been evaded, Hyder never svould have sought other 
allies than themselves. The Supreme Council, to 
whom reference was mode, approved In general of an 
alliance with Hyder but bang at tliat tunc rcalnus 
to form a connexion with the Riyoh of Bemr thej 
directed n modification of the terms in regard to 
Ragoba, whisc cause, they said, was supported, not 
ns an end, hut a means and a means now deemed 
subordinate to the successful issue of the negotiation 
with Moodajee 

A fnendly iiitercoorse subsisted lictween Hyder 
and the French. He had been supplied liy tliem 
with arms and ninilarj stem A number of adren 
turers of that nation commanded and dlsapbned Ids 
troops and they were united by a common hatred of 
the rngllsh power A desire to save appenranees 
however, constrained Hyder to congratulate the 1 ng 
lidi upon tlic reduction of Pondicherry but, anu 
apating the design of allaelklng Mali* tie gate early 
inbraabon of the resentment with ninrh Iw would 

1 
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regard any such attempt, Mahe was situated in the BOOK Vv 
tenitoiy of a petty pnnce on the western coast, who, 
with the other petty princes, his neighbours, were lyso. 
rendered tributary to Hyder, and ranked among his 
dependants The merchants of various nations, it 
was declared by Hyder, had settlements, and per- 
formed traffic, in his dominions , and all of them, as 
if they were subjects of his own, he would resolutely 
defend To soften his animosity, and prevent a rup- 
ture, which the dread of his power, and, above all, 
his apprehended union with the French, clothed in 
considerable tennrs, there was sent to his presence, 
in Januaiy, 1779, a person, who, though empowered 
to declare the -resolution of attacking Mah^, should 
assure Hyder of the desire which the Presidency felt 
to study his inclinations, and to cultivate his fiiend- 
ship. The messenger was received with but little 
respect, and the invasion of Carnatic was threatened, 
as the retaliation for interfering with Mah6. At 
that particular moment, Hyder was engaged in ithe 
-conquests of -Gooti, of Carnoul, and Cudapah; the 
former belonging to the Mahratta chieftain Moraii 
Row, the two last ,to their respective Nabobs, de- 
pendants of the Subahdar, and thence was hindered 
from takmg effectual measures to defeat the expe^ 
dition against Mahe. But the Presidency wei’e now 
convinced of his decided aversion ; and were informed 
of his intention to make peace with the MahrattaS, 
for enabling him the more completely to carry into' 
execution his designs against the English. Tlieir 
thoughts were called to the necessity of prepai’ation ; 
and they, saw nothing but dangers -and difficulties in 
their path. The Nabob,- as he informed- them, and 
as they knew well without his information, was des- 
titute of money;- and as destitute of troops, on whom, 
either for numbers or quahty, any rehance could be 

L 2 
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BOOK V placed. Their oxm treasury was impoverished , and 
^ if the cavaliy of Hyder should enter the coimlrv, 
1780 neither could the revenues be coDcctcd, nor pronsions 
be procured. ISforc obve than Ihcr to the ^nsc of 
danger the Nabob urged the neccssit} nf maiing 
pence inth Hyder, by stopping the expedition to 
Mab^ or, on the other band, of mnLing terms with 
the Mahrattos and tlie Sabohdnr So for from at 
tempting to concxllatc cither Hjdcr or tlic Sulwihdar 
the Presidency formed with BaridulJnng the arrange 
ment nhich has been already described respecting 
the Guntoor Circar and mihtary ossisfancc, nnd 
which in the highest degree olarractl nnd exaspc 
rated both The detach merit Mhjch under Colonel 
Harpiir was sent to the assistance of Iloraltit Jung 
attempted to proceed to Adoni, through n part of 
Cudapnh uhicli Ilydcr had lately sulidacil Ills 
troops barricaded the passes; and the dctaclimcnt, 
afraid of being furroonded was ohhgwl to mareli 
back and a ait fur fulHtxjucnt orders Ilydcr not 
only assured Bazalut Jung, by imting that he nould 
not permit the Engluh alrom l»r dcscrilied ns the 
most faithlcis and iiniqilng of all ntankind to cMn 
bhdi tlicmvlvcs in a place coutityuou^ to hi« coun 
(n and so im]>ortan( ns Guntoor but in tl»e month 
of VorcmlKT he sent a bixU of tn»ojrk into ihr Icm 
ton* of that Prince took |»o< o*" tlu* njtcn emin 

Irr ami jnim-il nith \irjim Ah hn broil f'r in thrvot 
cning him mth iiiMant ni!n nnifs hr hrotr ofT nil 
roTTcspondcncx with llit h In tliM erm-rgrccy 
BaraJut Jnng wa< ron trained to hiriml the inarrh rf 
the Ijichtli dclochmmt nnd to rvipn-'t tlw rrito 
nitnri of ( unl<M3r ni llie riilv rnrou< « f i-ircifring ln< 
brothrr nnd lirdcr nnd nnriing lii< futi llic 
tjue^iunt ll■•prrtlng iIk* C Irrarrami umh r drhN rali'^ 
of tin' Coui^ on tin. 30th of Drccmb r « 1 m ll ** 
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decree was passed that it should not be restored. BOOK v 
Though its importance was considerable, because ^ 
situated as it was between the’ territories of the Na- 1780 ^ 
bob, or, more properly spealdng, of the English, in 
Carnatic, and the four Northern Circars, it com- 
pleted the communication between their northern and 
southern possessions, and, by placing m their hands 
the. port of Mootapilly, deprived Nizam Ah of all 
connexion with the sea, i educed him to the condition 
of a merely inland power, and in particular closed 
the channel by which Fiench supphes could easijy 
reach him , yet the embarrassment, created m the 
Council, by the baigain they had concluded with the 
Nabob, for a ten years’ lease of that Circar, contii- 
buted not less, it would appear, than all other induce- 
•ments to the resolution which they formed. 

Undei the apprehensions which the resentment and 
preparations of Hyder inspired, the Presidency, at 
the end of Octobei, had represented to the Supreme 
Council the prospect of a rupture with that chieftain, 
the dangerous magnitude of his power, and their 
want of resources , had pressed upon them the neces- 
sity of forming a peace with the Mahrattas, as in 
that event Hyder would be restrained by his fears ; 
and had written in similar terms to General God- 
dard at Bombay. Soon after, when they were in- 
formed of the probability that hostilities would be 
renewed with the Mahiattas, they leiterated the 
statement' of their apprehensions , and concluded 
that, destitute as they were of resouices for all active 
operations, they could only collect their troops as 
much as possible, and wait to see what the lesolutions 
of the Supreme Board ould enable them to under- 
take. 

Before the end of November, the Nabob, whose 
intelligence respecting the proceedings of the Indian 
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BOOKV powers was in general uncoramonly good, infomnod 

- ^ the Governor, that a treaty hhd been formed between 

1780 H}dcr and the Mahmttos, to ^^hlch Numm All hod 
acceded, for a system of combined Iiostilltics hgajnst 
the English Thongh in his answer to the Nabob 
ihc Governor appeared to discredit the InlclUgcncc, 
it was not long before he was satu6cd of its truth 
and mthcletter which on (he 81st of December, the 
Select Committee addressed to the Supreme Board 
thev Tcpresent the treaty between Hyder and the 
Malirattas, os an undotibied fact Still thc\ were 
not so much impressed with a sense of Imminent 
danger os to be deterred from rending n body of 
troops to the assistance of Goddard in Jicti of tliosc 
whi^ were detained at Tdlicheiry being In doily 
cxpccuiUon of o regiment from Europe concciiing 
thomscUw fulTIacntly strong to cover the pntiapal 
garrisons and deeming U \ am without cnrnlrv, to 
attempt to protect the open countr} against the in 
vasion of n vast bod) of borsc. In the month of 
January, 1780 (he President wrote to the Court of 
Directors, that notwithstanding the nlamis in which 
the} had been held by the iioslHe nppcnranrr^ of 
llydcrand the Niram and notwilJutanding the pn>* 
%*oca(ion which (he siipjwrt ofBngnha had pien ?*o(h 
to the Mahrattfts and the Nironi there was pttll a 
prospect of tranqudlltv nnd In the follow ini; month 
he repeated in still slrongrr term a fimllar fli 
furance Till (he month of June no incnnirrs wrrt 
pumicd which had a refermee to the war ami t vrn 
then it MTi« onlr commanded tlmt Colonel Ilarptir^ 
detachment which had l^oeii transferred to the rom 
mand of Colonel lUIIhe shiTnld cnHt the Kbtna, (u 
be more In reading* “ In ra r of an) ilMurKinre In 
tlw Carnatic ” On the 11th of June InteUIurmcr 
received from the efbeer at ^ cl w, that 1 lydcf had 
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I>egun his march jfrom Seringapatam, and that a 
great army was already collected at Bangalore. On 
the 28th of the same month, the Select Committee 
of Fort St. George declared, by letter to the Supreme 
Board, that Hyder had received from the French 
islands a great quantity of military stores , that his 
army wliich he had been rapidly increasing for two 
years past, was now equipped for immediate service ; 
that a part of it was already advanced to the borders 
of Carnatic ; and that intelligence had been received 
of his being actually employed in cleanng the road 
to one of the principal passes. 

While the affairs of the Presidency were approach- 
ing to their present situation, a division had existed 
not only in the Council, but in the Select Committee 
itself. The President however, and the General had 
combined ; and they retained a majority in both. 
In contemplation of the resentment of Hyder, and 
the progress of his power, the party, the views of 
which were apt to discord with those of the leadmg 
membei s of the government, had strongly urged upon 
them, at various times, the necessity of making pre- 
parations against the invasion with which they were 
threatened by Hyder, and of which they had received 
intimation from various quarters. If the resouices 
of the Nabob and the Presidency combined were un- 
equal to the maintenance of an army sufficient for the 
protection of the open country, it behoved them . at 
least to assemble the troops ; wliich, scattered as. they 
were in petty garrisons over a great extent of country, 
could not, in case of an emergency, be collected with- 
out a lapse of time ; and of which the junction would 
become hazardous, and perhaps impracticable, if the 
country were pervaded by Hyder’s horse. The ma- 
j'ority, indeed, had expressed their opinion of the ne- 
cessity of having the troops collected in a body, and 
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JBjfder tnvcda Cofnaiic 

ready to net, predoos to inrosicm But they hod not 
yet become persuaded that the danger was suiBacntly 
imminent to render It necessary that prepamlion 
should begin . 

On theBlst of July information irni 'brought from 
the commander at Amboor, that Hyder and his ivro 
eons, With the pnnapal part of Ms army had come 
through the pass, and that his artillery was drawn 
up m the road to Changamm This intelligence, 
though it was confirmed from scrcral quarters, was 
treated with ihght regard b) the party m pow'cr , 
andontheSSd when Lord ModeodTCprescntcd to the 
Governor, “ That perhaps the report M Hyder s Inva 
non might be true, and that he thought at all events 
they ought to take measures to oppose Mm the Go- 
vernor aitswcrcd WTiat can we do? We .have no 
monc} But added We mean, however, to as^emWo 
on army and you ore to command il llie next 
day brought undoubted intelligence (hat Porto Nmo, 
on the coast, and Conjeveram not fifty milts from 
the capital, had bccnplimdercd hr tlic tmemy 

The army with which Hyder Imd amml, wai 
not las than 100 000 strong Of liw infantry 20 OOP 
wer e foTtned into regular battalion%ond moitlr com 
manded by Europeans His cavalrr amounted to 
30 000 of which 2,000 Were Abnunian Iiowt and 
constantly attended upon his per«on 10 000 were 
Comauc cavalry sitII disophnctl, of which erne half 
had belonged to the \nl>ob, and after having been 
trained by English ofCcerv Iiad ntlirr derrrtrtl or 
lieen disbanded for want of nbihty to pay them j I le 
had 100 pieces of cannon managed by J umprans 

• I.<iM •»< «»tacm4 a Mf/rt »( I r»f' 
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and natives, who had Heen trained by the English for 
the Nabob : And IMonsieur LaUy, who had left the 
service of the Subahdar for that of Hyder, was “pre- 
sent with his corps of Frenchmen or other Europeans, 
to the amount of about 400 men , and had a princi- 
pal share in planning and conducting the operations 
of the army. 

The arrival of Hyder, and the xapidity Tilth which 
his cavalry over-ran the^ country, and spread ruin and 
desolation in a circle of many miles round Madras, 
filled Carnatic immediately with terror and dismay. 
,The people fled from the- open country ter the woods, 
and the mountains ; their houses were set on fire ; 
the fields were left uncultivated, or the crops de- 
stroyed: Alarm succeeded alarm* Intelhgence poured 
in from all quai’ters, that one place after another 
was assailed ; till every part of the Carnatic frontier 
appeared to be entered, and even the northern Circars 
exposed to a similar fate. 

On the 2!4th of July, the Select Committee as- 
sembled in delibeiation. The object of gieatest ur- 
gency was, to call the troops together, and form an 
army in the field. The European regiment at 
Poonamallee, that of Velore, the battahon of Euro- 
peans, and the four battahons of sepoys cantoned at 
Pondicherry, the battalion of sepoys, and the grena- 
diers of the European battalion at Madras, the bat- 
talion at Trichinopoly, and the artillery at the 
mount, leceived orders to be in readiness to march. 
Absent officers were summoned to join their corps; 
and all things necessary for an army in the field were 
ordered to be immediately prepared. Letters were 
sent to the other Presidencies and settlements . The 
Gnvernor-Gleneral and Couned were importuned for 
money , and informed, that, if the Presidency were 
assured of pecumary means, and not embarrassed by - 
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Plans of the Madras Govtmmart 

BOOK V thcir ignornuce of the state of affairs between tbe 
^ Bengal goremment and the fllahrattas, they would 
1780 produce on attack on the possessions of H} dcr on tho 
western coast, by assistance sent to the detachment 
at TeUicherr), and the co*opemtion of his IVIqJcsty^ 
fleet 

Colonel Boilbe^ who commanded tlic detachment 
in Guntoor, confostlng of about 150 Europeans, in- 
fantry and nrtiUcry, and upminis of 2,000 sepoys, 
was instructed to operate a dircmon, by ottadnng 
Cndapab orsomeorthe other possessions of Hydcr 
This step was \chemently oppo^ in council by the 
antagonizing party as Sure, they Baid to fail in de- 
taching from Ills pnncipal object any part of the nt- 
icnlion or forces of llrder and sure to enfedde their 
defence at home by the nWnce of bo important a 
part of thdr forces which ought to directed to 
march mlhout a moments cUIny h} tlie safest rauto 
to Madras As cn additional nnson for pcmstlng 
in Ihcir original orders the Co\cmor niid his mn 
jontr alleged thar doubts of Iicing nlile to procure 
prorblons fur n greater number o! troops than the 
tnorchlng orders already cmbrncnl But on the 
3l5l of Julr, when n leller wos rcceired from Co. 
loncl Bailln. representing tlic difficulties he cxjk* 
ncnced in finding iu1»^i<tence for lili troops, or In 
detaining the bullock’* nfriohitily nincvorr fur his 
march thir nllrrctl their ln>tnirtion< and Hirtcfcd 
him to proaxd towards Uk rn'sidmrv taking such o 
route ns rniglit offer n chance of inlirrepting some of 
llie eneniTh consuvs. 

Br tin? majoniT >n uhidi Iwtli tltr ftOTcrnor and 
the f tnmd wm. mmpnwtklt wns rwolrtd that the 
troops ^hou!d d*'cmlde and the nmiy shotiM be 
formed al n pbrr near ( < njevrmm wlim* they 
would be nmrrr to IIh »ton-s nf |rniti ions UlJ up \y 
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the Nabob in the forts, and prepared to yield a BOOK V- 
readier support to the garrisons which the enemy 
might assault. To constitute the majority of the 178O. 
Governor, it so h^pened, that the voice of the Ge- 
neral .was requisite ; and if he departed to take the 
command of the -army, their majority would be lost. 

On the ground that his counsels at the Presidency 
were of more importance at this moment, than his 
presence with the farmy^ it was moved and voted 
that he should not ' depart ; and that the command 
of the army should be entrusted to Lord Macleod. 

When the' ' plan' of operations, however, and in parti- 
cular that part 'of it which consisted in assembling 
the army at Conjeveram, was communicated to that 
officer, he represented the danger with which, now 
that the 'country was invaded, the separate detach- 
ments would march to a place so distant and exposed ; 
preferred the security of forming a junction in the 
neighbom’hood of Madras, and of not taking the field 
tin ari army should be assembled sufficient at least to 
cope with the piincipal bodies of the enemy’s hoise; 
and declared "his aversion' to adopt a responsibility in 
the execution of plans of which his judgment did not 
approve These observations appear to have piqued 
the General, who insisted upon the advantage of as- 
sembling close to the scene of action, foi the purpose 
of protecting the forts ; and instead of acknowledging 
the difficulty of uniting the forces near Conjeveram, he 
ventured to pledge himself to the Committee for cany- 
ing that measure into efiect Upon this, it became a 
matter of necessity, that he should leave his seat in the 
Select Committee ; but to preseive its majoiity to 
- ' the party to which he belonged, a new expedient ivas 
devised On the allegation, that his plans iiad no 
chance of support, and that his reputation, neither as 
an officer nor a man. was safe, if the managing pov er 
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BWK V Pondidieny all the French officers capable of scr- 

_ ^ Tice, and taking' on oath of fidehty from the pnn- 

J780 opal Frenchmen that icmmned, commenced his 
march He nmeed ot Carangoly on the 12th of 
August , and found it gnrnsoncd by only o petty 
officer of the Nabob and twenty sepoys. They 
would have surrendered it, he ^^'as well assured on 
the very first summons and had it not hy a singular 
oversight, as it commanded the only road b) which 
Brathwoitc could proceed, been neglected by the 
enemy, who had n large body of horse in its neigh 
bourhood, the^ most senous consequences might hare 
ensued- The country through which lie passed after 
^viog Carangoly would Imvc rendered it sodifficxdt 
for him to escape if attached by the enemy, that he 
formed a very contemptible opinion either of Hyders 
mflitarj skill orhismconsofonrnce when he allowed 
so ras*oumblc on opportunity to be lost On tiie 16Ui, 
after a hazardous and fatiguing march Colonel Broth 
waitcomvcd ot Chinhput, when he rcccircd orders 
to join (he army at the itfount 

After vanous speculations and reports respecting 
the plan of hostilities nlnch II)dcr would pursue, 
uncertainty uns at Iasi lTmo^cd hr hw marchmg 
towirrfs Arcot and taking ground Iiefore It on the 
21sl of August TJic d.nngcr of llial place cxaled 
no little interest and ohmn It was not only the 
capital of the province hut conUunetl the prinapal 
portion of the \cry defective stores uhich the Noliob 
had pn idM o~? •fTord^-d to Hyder a situation 
Inghl runeiiicnU Ih fur tin. accummodatinn of hit 
troop' and ^ spreading his oj-eratlons over tlic pn>« 
nnct < v rr quarter alarming Intrlhgcnrr 

omiH Ti troopsofllj ' rwerr c\pectcdin the 

drmr of Uui loor ubich had neither f*n1i nor lol 
dJen fruffiaent to oppinc tlicm and where the /emin 
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liars were disaffected to the Company and in cor- BOOK v< 
respondence with the enemy. An ai’my of Mahrattas ^ 
fiom Berar had marched into Cuttack, and brought 1780. 
into imminent danger the defenceless state of the 
northern circars. A body of Hyder’s troops had 
united with the Nairs, and having driven the Com- 
pany’s troops from the Island of Durampatnam, 
threatened Tellicheny, with all the British posses- 
sions on the coast of Malabai*. The enemy -had ap- 
peared on the fi’ontier of Madura, and the admiial of 
the fleet communicated to the President and Select 
Committee intelhgence which he had leceived from 
Europe, and on which he 1 ehed, that a French naval 
nnd military force might soon be expected in India 
While pressed by dangers, thus extraordinary both 
in number and degree, the Presidency found their 
treasuiy empty; they had endeavoured to bonnw 
money upon the Company's bonds with httle effect, 
the loans of the Nabob bearing a better interest; 
they made urgent applications to the Nabob for pe- 
cuniary and other supphes, and received from him a 
deplorable picture of his own poverty and necessities, 
of the wretched and unproductive condition of the 
whole country, and the oppressive load of his debts, 
piincipally, he said, produced, by the money which he 
had expended and lost m the conquest of Tanjore : 

To a similar application made to the Rajah of Tan- 
jore, he replied with a truth not hable to dispute, that 
from the total exhaustion of his country by the recent 
conquest, and by the oppressive administration of the 
Nabob for several years, he was wdiolly incapable of 
furnishing any considerable supphes By desertion 
for want of pay, or disbanding for want of ability to 
pay, the Nabob’s army was greatly 1 educed. Even 
that reduced army w^as mutinous Irom the lengtli of 
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BOOK V it* arrcfire, and a source of opprehcnsion rather than 
Cpap 5 of hope. 

1760 of August, the General left the Pre- 

Bidencr, and joined (he army whic/i nas encamped at 
St. Tliomass Mount. Of cavalrr, there i\as one re* 
giment, belonging to the Nabob but commanded by 
Enghsh officers, and it refused to march unless it rc- 
ccired its arrears The men were depnred of thar 
ammunition and arms and about fifty six of them 
only consented to serre The rest of the arm) con 
mted of the Kings 7Sd regiment, one battabon of 
the Company’s European troops, with the grenadiers 
of another fire battalions of sepoys, a companv of 
marf*5mcn two troops of cavalry, and a large tram 
of artiUcry, amounting officers Included to 5209 ' 
^'ith tlw utmost difficulty as much nee had been pro 
Tided 05 would serre (he troops for eight davs the 
eepoys ncrc obbgod to bo loaded inth four days 
supply and (he utmost efforts barcl) lufficcd to pro- 
cure bullocks to carry the remainder The Geneml 
notwithstanding insisted upon loading )»« marcli wUb 
a number of heai) cannon of whiclt, ns he had no 
fortifications to attack, the use did not np|>eflr to be 
Ycr) remarkable. Om (be Cbtb ilic army left the 
iVfount and after a maixh of four days reached Uic 
camp near Conjn cram Dunng the two last days 
tJie rain hod fallen with great \iolcncc, bad broken 
the road*, and rcmlercd tlic marcJi espeanU/ n-Jib 
bcary artiUerr slow and fatiguing Tlie enemy* 
cavalry had pressed upon Uicm in great numbers and 
wounded and lakm some of the men llw agent 
of the Nabob who aceompanied the array, and on 
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whom the General depended to procure both provi- 
sions and intelligence, informed him, that he had no 
power for procuring either the one or the other ; and 
his only remainmg resource was in the paddy in the 
fields about Conjeveram: 

It had been concerted, that the detachment of 
Colonel Bailhe should reach Conjeveram on the 
day aftei the arrival of General hlunro and the army. 
But on the 31 st, a letter from Baillie gave informa- 
tion that he had been stopped about five miles north 
from Trepassore by a small river which the rains had 
swelled On the same day, it was reported by some 
deserters that Hyder had left Ai’cot, was crossing the 
river Palar, and marching wnth his whole army 
toward Conjeveram. On the 3d of September, the 
same day on which Baillie crossed the river by which 
he had been mpeded, the enemy encamped at five 
miles distance in front of the army near Conjeveram. 
The continuance of the rains, and the necessity of 
collecting the nee in the fields, and beating it for 
themselves out of the husk, greatly incommoded and 
hanassed the tioops. On the 6th, the enemy moved 
his camp to the north-east ; upon which the English 
advanced to a high ground about two miles upon the 
road towards Bailee - and Trepassore, having the 
enemy at a distance of about two miles upon their 
left. While this movement was performing, Hyder 
had sent forward his son Tippoo Saib with a laige 
body of the flower of his army to cut < off the Enghsh 
detachment with Colonel Bailhe, who had now ad- 
vanced to Peerambaucum, distant from the main 
army about fifteen miles. Bailhe made a disposition 
to resist a prodigious superiority of force ; sustained 
a severe conflict of several hours , and at last repelled 
the assailants By a letter on the 8th, he informed 
Mimro, that upon a review after the battle he found 
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BOOK V the raovement, requisite for the junction, beyond tliC 
* ^ powers of his dt^tachment , and intimnlcd the ncccs 
1780 «ty, that the General should push forward with the 
main body of the ann> The General now found 
himself pressed by dangers, to whatever quarter he 
turned All his proiisions consisted in a small quon 
tit) of paddy hich he had liccn abk to collect in a 
pagoda If he moved, the rncmi would occtip) his 
ground and cut him off from the means of suli- 
sistcnce Witli the conarrrcncc of hu pnnci|wU 
officers, he adopted an expedient, of Inch the danger 
was scarcely, perhaps, more wortliy of dread that 
of still furtlicr dividing bis httlc arm), by sending n 
strong detachment, whicli joining CaiUic might 
enable him to proceed Alwit nine o clock in tlie 
evening of the 8Ui Colonel 1 Iclchcr mnrclicil nith 
the flank companies of the 73d regiment, two com 
panics of European grenadiers one conipan) of sc|io) 
morlvsmcn and ten companies of sepov grenadiers, 
The field pieces v.hicli the General proposed to send 
^ith the dctaclimcnt. Colonel Hctchcr dochiad at 
calculated to impede bn niarrli flic men left even 
their I nnp^^ck^ and nmrchcil with onlvtuodavs pro- 
Mbions llcing joined b> tins dtlnrhmnit Ilnilllr 
n*as iii^tnictiii to iiio\c in the evening of the 0th 
and imrcli the whok of the night On that night 
the tciiK of Iht mom army wire struck and tlic mtn 
Inr on tluir nnn«* AI>out twelve oclock fonic cannon 
and muikitry witc heard hut tliey prv'Wntly ci*a etl 
and all was still A little l>cforc day Inrak n lira\y 
finng of cannon and mmketrv wtis heard nt a dutanrr 
It was ^*on |HTCviat’d that the enemy i army Ind 
moved Hn. GcntTol ga\t orders to nianrli by tlir 
nght in tlw direction of the finng AHrr procmhng 
about fo tr imlcs fir onkrrtl gum to U- Cm! a» ■ 
iigncl of luf ajipreach and afirr a mile *ml a hih 
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repeated the signal A great smoke was suddenly 
perceived, and the filing ceasedi Supposing that 
BaiUie had repulsed the enemy, the General led the 
army back into the road, in hopes to meet him. After 
marching about two miles, he met a wounded sepoy, 
who had escaped fiom the fight, and told him that 
Colonel BaiUie was entirely defeated. The General 
concluded that the safety of the army depended upon 
its returning to Conjeveiam ; where it arrived about 
six in the evening, and where tlie ariival of moie 
wounded sepoys confirmed the leport of tlie disaster. 

While the Enghsh general was placed in so com- 
plete an ignorance of the proceedings of the enemy, 
Hyder had intelligence of every transaction of the 
English camp* He was correctly informed of the 
route of Colonel Fletcher, the number and quality of 
his troops, the tirne of their march, and even the cir- 
cumstance of leaving then* cannon behind. He sent 
a ‘strong detachment to intercept them But, the 
sagacity of Fletcher suggesting suspicion of his guides, 
he altered his route, and, by cover of night, evaded 
the danger. The junction of 'the two detachments, 
after the defeat by BaiUie of so large a poition of the 
enemy a few days before, struck alarm into the 
Mysorean camp. Even theEuiopean officers in the 
service of Hydei regarded the junction as a masterly 
stroke of generalship, intended for the immediate 
attack of his army both in front and rear. LaUy 
himself repaired to Hyder, and entreated him to save 
his army from destruction by a timely retieat. 
The resolution of- Hyder was shaken, till two of his 
spies arrived, and assured him, not only that the 
Enghsh army at Conjeveram was not in motion, but 
that it ‘was making no preparation to that effect. 
To his European officers this inteUigence appeared 
so perfectly incredible, that they concluded the spies 
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V to be sold, ond entreated Hyder not to incur lus nun 

^ by confiding in their report Hyder immediately 
80 formed his plan A difficult part of the road vrza 
enfiladed with concealed cannon and large bodies 
of the best part of his infoDtry were placed in ambush 
on either side , a doud of Irregular cavalry were em- 
ployed to engage the attention of the English main 
army in the direction of Conjevemm nhilc Hyder, 
with the mom body of his nrm>, lay to watch the 
attacks 

Colonel Fletcher joined with his detachment at 
half an hour after six in the morning of the 91h 
They reposed dunng the day and after the parade 
in the c\enlng Colonel BailUc gave orders to lie in 
readiness to march Between eight and nine o clock 
the men moved off toward (he left by way of Sub- 
deicnm The enemy began immcdxatdj to discharge 
their rockets but from the ^^g 1 lnncc of tlic flanking 
parlies did little execution A hltlcaftcrtco odoik 
several guns opcncil on the rear Tlic detachment 
countermarched and formed in line luth the front 
toward Peranibaucum Hie cncmi beeping up an 
incessant though not very destructive Art, and di-u 
coTcnng no inclination to advance Colonel BaHliL 
ordered Ins men to face to the right and march Into 
an aicuoe wluch tluy had pa? ctl n feu tniiuilcs 
bofore J*lic ciiemi s nnnon liegnn to do gmt «c 
cutiou uhen Baniic dclarhcd n captain uiilifivc 
comjianics of Sej»o>s to stomi their guns riiough 
n u*ntcr-cour<c uhich Inppcncd nl that timi to Ijo 
imfonlahte prevented thi< dttacliment frcin |>crf<jrTU 
mg the fcrMcc on uidch Ihty r-cn* crmniaudcd ihr 
intelligence of Iheip inarch uluclivm iminidatcly 
communientnl to theentmy threw ibnr ramp Into 
alarm thnr gun^nm heard drafting off tcmcnii 
the lJJgli-‘h front andlhciruo c and imguUr Ctin, 
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resembled those of an army under a sudden and dan- BOOK v. 
geious attack. A strong conviction of the necessity ^ 
of preserving every portion of the httle army with i 780 . 
which the mighty host of the eiiemy was to be ■with- 
stood, suggested, in all probabihty, both to Colonel 
BaiUie and to the General, a caution which otherwise ' 
they would not have observed. For what other 
reason Colonel Bailhe forbore to try the effect of an 
attack during the apparent confiision of the enemy ; 
or, foi what reason, unless a hope of being supported 
by the General with an attack on the opposite side, 
he did not, when the firing Ceased, endeavour to pro- 
ceed, but remained in his position tdl morning, it is 
not easy to divine Duiing the night, Tippoo, who 
had commanded only a detachment of the ai’my in 
the preceding attack, had an opportunity of drawing 
his cannon to a strong post on the road, by which the 
English were obliged to pass ; and of sending to his 
■father ad-vdce, on which he immediately acted, of the 
advantage of supporting the attack -wnth the whole of 
his araiy. At five o’ clock in the moraing Colonel 
Bailhe’-s detachment began to advance. A few minutes 
after six' two guns opened on their rear , and large 
bodies of horse appeared on them flanks. Four guns, 
which began to do considerable execution on their 
flanks, were successfully stormed , and the Pagoda of 
Conjeveram, the object of them hopes, and the ter- 
mination of them peiils and laboui, began to appear; 
when they were informed, that the whole host of 
Hyder was appioachmg. “ Very well,” said Bailhe, 

“ we shall be prepared to receive tliem ” And pie- 
sently after, upwards of sixty pieces of cannon, with 
an immense quantity of rockets, began to play upon 
this httle army Great confusion was produced 
among the numerous followers of the camp, who weie 
diiven m upon the hne, and Hydei’s numerous 
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cavalry, supported by his regular infantr}, and his 
European corps, bore upon ever) point of attack 
Nothing gver exceeded the steadiness and detcrmina 
tion T\ith wlilch this handful of men sustained the 
fury of their enemies No eflbrt could break their 
order wliile Sepoys, qs well as Europeans repeatedly 
presented and recovered nmi« with os mucli coolness 
and rcgulant), os if they hod been exhibiting on n 
parade Every attack of the enemy ufls repulsed 
with vast slauglitcr Their courage began to abate 
and even Hydcr himself uas pcqilcxctl Amove 
ment executed b) Colonel Baillie to the right, nppn 
rently with a view to attack the cncniv s guns m 
creased the terrors of IXyder and he consulted Lallv 
on the propnct> of o retreat Lallv rcphcil, that ns 
the mom arm) of Uic English nos prolmblv advancing 
upon Ills rear no expedient remained but to Iircnk 
Uirough the detachment When the heroic braver) 
of this little bond presented fo fair n prospect of 
bailing the host of their assailants I'v o of their turn 
bnls blew uji uhicli not only made a large 0|>cning 
in both lines but nt once deprived them of ammum 
tion, and overturned and di^ablctl tliiir guns Jlirir 
fire was now mo great mcosurL Mlcnml andthtir 
lines were no longer tnlin. vtl fo grtrat wa« the 
awe which tin r hi«plretl that the cmmi) durst not 
immediatcl) clo< i rnni half nfltr ttwcii, when the 
tumbnls hlctv up, lliiy rcmaim.'il cxj»o cd to the fin. 
of the cannon and rcMkeli louii,, great numl^cni of 
ofncirv ami iiK'ii till nine ocbjck, wlum Ilyilrr with 
liM wlmlL omir nine round tlio nghl (lanlk llir 
nrnlr) clnrgiil in ti.parat cihunn< while Itoihn ol 
inrmtr) intcr>iKr'*d Inlwciii tliim |>otircd in voile) s 
if mu k(tr) With dmdful < I'lct \Ai r the rijK>ys 
wffi rJtno^i all d'^^tn »«! ( Iun'*l Hullr llitrtt^h 
“Vtitlv wounded rdlid tic Lurrj-cani who sur 
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vived. Forming a square, and gaming a little emi- BOOK V. 
nence, without ammunition, and almost aU wounded, ^ 
the officers fighting with their swords, and the men 1730. 
with their bayonets, they resisted and repelled 
thirteen attacks, many of the men wlien desperately 
wounded disdaining to I’eceive quarter, and raising 
themselves from ' the ground to receive the enemy on 
their bayonets. Though not more than four hundred 
men, they still desii’ed to be led on, and to cut their 
way through the enemy. But BaiUie, despairing now 
of being relieved by Munro, and wishing, no doubt, 
to spare the lives of the brave men who surrounded 
him, deemed it better to hold up a flag of truce. The 
enemy at first treated this with contempt. After a 
few minutes, the men were ordered to lay down their 
anns , with intimation that quarter would be given. 

Yet they had no sooner suiTendered, than the savages 
rushed upon them with imbndled fuiy , and had it 
not been foi the gieat exertions of Lally, Pimoran, 
and other French officeis, wdio implored for mercy, 
not a man of them piobably ivould have been spared. 

The gallant Fletcher wms among tliose who lay on the 
field of battle. About two hundred Europeans weie 
taken pnsoneis, reserved to the horiois of a captivity 
more terable than death. The inhuman tieatraent 
which they received was deplored and mitigated by 
the Flench officers m the service of Hydei, wntli a 
generosity which did honoui to Euiopean education 

No pen,” says an eye-w'itness, and a paiticipator of 
their kindness,^ “ can do justice to the humanity of 

/ 

^ See “ A Narratne of the Captivity and Sufienngs of the Officers, 

Soldiers, and Sepojs, who fell into the Hands of Hycler Ah, after the 
Battle of Conjeveram, September 10, 1780, Ly an Officer of Colonel 
Bailhe’s Detachment " It forms the second volume of the work entitled, 

“ Memoirs of the late War in Asia,” published by hlurray, in 1788 
N B Before reading the proof of this sheet, I hav e had the advantage of 


168 

HOOK T 
Coxr 5 


1780 


The English General retixals 

those gentlemen, without whose assistance, many of 
our ofEcers must hare perished But their merit will 
lire for ever embalmed in the Iicarts of all who felt 
or witnessed their beneficence,** 

Hyder withdrew to Damul, a place about six miles 
from the scene of oction, and the next day returned 
to his camp, where ho had left the tents standing 
and Iwggagc unmoved, when he marched to tlic at 
tack of the unfortunate Baillic lie had acted, during 
tlic whole of these opcmtions, under the greatest 
apprclicnsion of the mnrcJi of I\Iunro upon his rear 
And had not tliat Geoeml been dctciwl, through 
Ills total want of inlclhgcncc, and hts dcfiaeiicj m 
the means of subsistence, from roorcliing to the sup- 
port of BoiIIio had lie»faJlcn upon the rear of the 
enemy while the detachment was maintaining its 
heroic resistance in front, it is prolwblc that the arm) 
of H}dcr nould Imre sustained o total defeat On 
returning to Conjeremm after intelligence of the 
fate of the detachment, tlic General found that the 
provisions which licitad bem so unnilhng to expose 
nmounted to barely one days nee for tlic troop 
Concluding that hcshould be immedmtely surroiindctl 
li) Ilydtrs cnmlr) and cut off from nil means of 
providing an) further supply he l)egnn ut three 
o clock the next morning to retreat to Climulcjuit 
nflcr throning into a lack the hcavr guns and stores 
whicli he could not remove IhdtT, Informct! of nil 

r<Tm ox O'* tf h r^ f (a4 jrt 

JIrtT tie T1 ■-t rmt 

to il,* tr\t n ^•\«l it ponut C I r^IW* I, 

n u fc/ t r xm t <jx*a it *1 tf rxo'h Inl t r»t d*- 

•n-I it* >! r In • ft nl f C iv-| 

fi* Ltfcfj U •oIm n rtr^tli 
^ J ll^ Uxtr,; I I ulrmf I t, Ir*} J ■, 

n w|4«b ♦^T'wu »** • 1^1 — I 

|L»t 1 1 * l-*-» '■rJ, H , *•••; r» TT fn 1- iL I 

K'-tJ I l« CT t!ja I— it l-'J L I *rtc, tVt tj»f 
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the motions of the English army, sent a body of not BOOK v. 
less than 6000 horse, who harassed continually them ^ 
flanks and rear, wounded some of the men, and cut i780. 
off several vehicles of baggage. Through several 
difficulties, they reached, about eleven at night, a^ 
nver, within a mile and a half of Chingleput, so 
deep, that the rear of the army passed only at nine 
o’clock on the following morning. At this place the 
General expected to find a stock of provisions ; but, 
with all his endeavours, could haidly procure paddy 
for a day. Fortunately for Colonel Cosby, as he was 
about to make a forced 'march to Conjeveram, he 
met with one of the fugitive sepoys from Colonel 
BaiUie’s camp, upon whose intelligence he proceeded 
to Chingleput, and though considerably harassed by"^ 
the enemy on his march, joined the army in safety 
on the morning of the 12th. Leaving the sick, and 
part of the baggage, at Chingleput, the whole army, 
at six o’clock on the morning of the I'Sth, began 
their march for the Mount, at winch they ariived in 
the afternoon of the following day. Nothing could 
exceed the consternation and alarm of the Presidency, 
which now trembled even for Madras , and destitute 
as it was not only of piovisions but supphes of eveiy 
, kind, if Hyder had followed the English vdth his 
usual impetuosity, and with his whole aimy assailed 
the place, it is hard to tell how nearly, if not com- 
pletely, he might have involved the Carnatic interests 
of the nation in rmn.^ s 

On the 4th of September the Supreme Council in 
Bengal had deliberated upon the situation of the Pre- 


* For the onginal documents relame'to this irruption, see First Re- 
port, ut supra, vrith its Appendix In “ Memoirs of the late War in 
Asia,” 1 134 — 168, besides the concomitant transactions, isanarratiie 
of the transactions of Baillie’s detachment, from the information of nn 
othcer nlio belonged to it Tlie Annual Register tor 1782 contains a 
tolerable account, chieflj dmwn from the Parliamentary Reports 
6 
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BOOK \ that government still possessed, Mr rnincis objected 
^ to the mngmtude of the supply, and would have sent 
17Sa only one half of the money and none of the troops, 
while peace, ho said, should be concluded with the 
Mohrattos on any terms uhich they would accept 
It was agreed that Sir B}tc Coolc, and not the 
government of hfadras, m whom confidence tould 
not be wisclj reposed, should Irnvc the sole poa*cr 
over the monc} which was sii|jplic<l it was rcsolml, 
that the «lrong measure should Ik taken of suspend- 
ing the Governor of Port St George, for his neglect 
of their commands in not rcstonng the Grear of 
Guntoor and on the 13lh of October, Sir Eyre 
Cootc sailed from Calcutta, vhtJi a battalion of Eu- 
ro|>can infantry consisting of 330 men tuo companies 
of nrtillcr) consisliogof 1100 men with tlicir com]iIc- 
ment of G30 Lascars, nnd between forty and fiflj gen 
tlcmcn volunteers. The prejudices of the ^i>oys 
rcndcTctl it harardous to attempt to send them by 
ica, and till the waters abated, winch in llic rainj 
season covered the low lands on the coast, it was 
not procticahlc for them to proccol by land Tlic 
intention Indeed was entertained of sending b> land 
four or fire battalions in the course of the next or the 
ensuing month hut to that proceeding nnotlicr difil 
ctiltv uTis opjKiscd Moodfljec nomlaJi tliL Itigimt 
of JJerar, after shomng n great mdme^s to meet 
the pmjKnal of an alJmncc with the Pnghdi hid 
nncnranls timpon<«l and though he n/Tenhil 
ntl Co<lilartl a sifl jui mge thnmgli Jii-* doimnlnni 
declined oil co-ojieralion br means nf his trooji* nnd 
rvtri evndid n nmcssnl oftht. negntiatl n Wlun the 
di«ifn.ction of \lram Ah t»wurd< the I nghdi wit 
Inemvil tint chbRaln united his rounnlt with the 
Pinmah mlrr* nnd with Iftdrr Ah f r the ni'^n 
of gratiij'ing Ins ix cntmvnls and tlicr joinal m 
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Relief sent to Madras f tom Bengal. 

threatening the Regent of Berar, if he afforded assist- BOOK v. 
ance to the Enghsh. The Regent distiusted his "means 
of resistance, and dared not to form the interdicted 178 O. 
conjimction • Nizam and the Poonah chiefs even in- 
sisted that he should send an army to invade and 
ravage Bengal, and he was afraid to resist the com- 
mand : as he had no intention however to bring upon 
himself the resentment of the English, he commu- 
nicated to the Gk)vemor-General intelligence of the 
constramt under which he acted; and, though he 
sent into Cuttack an army of 30,000 horse, under 
his son Chimnajee Bonslah, he promised to contrive, 
by means of delay, that it should hot reach the bor- 
ders of Bengal till the season of- action was over, 
and the rains begun. Wlien it did arrive, which 
was early in June, 1780, it was in such distress for 
want of provisions, as to find a necessity of applying 
to the Bengal government for aid. The-pohcy of 
preservmg, if possible, the relations of amity with 
the state of Berar, as well as the motive of making 
a suitable return for the accommodations afforded to 
Colonel Goddard on his march, disposed the govern- 
ment to comply with its request. The army of 
Chimnajee Bonslah was in want of money no less 
than provisions, and on the 21st of September, an 
urgent request was tendered for a pecuniary accom- 
modation, which the Govemor-Geneial privately, 
and without communication with his Council, in part 
supplied , at the same time intmiatmg, that it de- 
pended upon the recall of that army from Cuttack, 
or its junction with the troops of the Company, to 
enable him to propose a pubhc gratuity better pro- 
portioned to its wants. It might in these circum- 
stances be piesumed, that Cliimnajee Bonslah would 
not hinder an English detachment to pass through Cut- 
tack for Madias , but evil intentions on his pai't were 
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U^der iaket Arco< 

cord prevailed between the ofBccrs of the Nabob, and 
^ those of the Company during the whole of the ficgc 
The approaches of Hyder were earned on with o 
skill resembhng that of the best engineers, and hit 
artillery was so well fcrved as to dismount repcatcdl) 
the English guns upon the battcncs After n siege 
of SIX weeks, the town which surrounded the fort 
was taken on the 31st of October, by assault hut 
the fort was strong, and still might have defended 
itself for n considerable time The favour nilli 
whicli Hyder found his cause regarded the people 
he took care to improve, by the protection which he 
afforded to the inhabitants of Arcot, and the treat- 
ment of his prisoners the applause of Ids generosity 
easily passed from the people without tJic fort to the 
people within with the Nnlioba oOiccrs he probably 
corresponded the native troops alraost all deserted 
and the fort capitubtcd on the Sd of Norcmlicr 
The ofBccr nho commanded in the fort, on the part 
of the Nalwh lie took Immcdintcl) into his sen ice 
and confidence hinny other of the Nnlwbs gam 
sons hod surrendered, with little or no resistance 
generally upon the summons of Il^dcfs howc and 
though an excuse was furnislicd !)_) the conihlion m 
whidi they found themselves vjtli respect lo the 
means of defence, nothing less than general tnnchrry 
and disafiVction socmcil siifliHcnt to ncrminl for the 
facility nidi i\hicli c\cTy place nns given up Hy 
der imnieiUatcly supplicil die forts gnm^mi 
repaired tlic work" am! Imd in provi'loni and stores 
He proceeded with great expedition lo put Am»t 
into the b«l po««il»lc slate of lUfvna 1 \iry aicntie 
which Ictl to it from ^Iadra< and from ^hilrn^ to 
the forts nhich die Nnlmbor I n^lidi Mill rrUunrd 
wm ocnijual by large ditaclunrnts iflm hont niul 
nhen need nw* cam hv Inrantrr, oiul f Ttifad pMH 
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By this means, the channel of communication, not BOOK v 
only for supply, but even for intelligence, was almost ^ 
wholly cut off. 1780 . 

Not deficient, either m the virtues which inspire 
affection, or m those which command respect. Sir 
Eyre Coote, as he was somewhat disposed to enlarge 
in praise of himself, so was somewhat apt to indulge 
in complaint of others In the letters, which after 
his arrival in Carnatic he addressed to the Directors 
and the ministers of the King,' he drew a pictm’e in 
the darkest colours, not only of the weak and disas- 
trous condition into wliich the country was brought, 
but of the neghgence and incapacity, if not the cor- 
ruption and gmlt, of those servants of the Company, 
under whose management such misfortunes had ar- 
rived. It was, however, much more easy to point 
out what it was desirable should have been perform- 
ed, than, with the defective revenue of the Presi- 
dency, to have performed it.^ That Presidency had 
-repeatedly represented both to the Supreme Council, 
and to -the Directors, their utter incapacity, thiough 
want of money, to make any mihtary exertion , and 
by both had been left to struggle vnth their necessi- 
ties. It was the povert}’^ of Carnatic, and the un- ' 
wiUmgness of all parties to act as if they believed in 
that poverty, much more, it is probable, than the 
neghgence or corruption of the government, which 
produced the danger by which all were now alarmed 

According to the statement of the General, the 
whole army with which he had to take the field 
against the numerous host of Hydei, did not exceed 
7000 men, of whom 1700 alone were Europeans. 


• See tlie Fourth Report of the Committee of Secrecy, p 6, where it 
appcurs to have been distinct!} announced, b} the Governor and Council, 
on the 19th January, 1770, that their resources were unequal, even to 
their pc tec establishment much more to make aiiv preparations for war 
VOI, TV >, 
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Phn of General Code 

BOOK V Ha\mg put doim in T\Titing tlic mcw ivhich he took 

of the situation of ofTmrs and the plan of hosUhtics 

1780 Mhich It appeared to him most ndvipcablo to pursue 
he called n Coiincil of War, consisting of tiic three 
general officers nt the Prcsidcncv, Sir Hector lifunro, 
Lord I\racIeo<l, and Bngadicr General Stuart hud 
the paper Ixiforc them and desired that, after the 
most mature consideration, the} ^von!d gi\c tlK?ir 
opinions upon It sopnmiclj in anting As four of 
the pnncn»al strong liolds of Cnmatit 1 clorc ando 
trnsli Pcrmocoil, and Chlnglcput represented h} llic 
Nabob ns containing considerable stores, were invest 
ed by the cnciu} tlic General propcwl to licgin with 
the opemtions nccessair for their relief' Not con 
tcnteil intJi the sanction of the general officer* he 
deemed it meet mill a conde^reu Ion to nhicli the 
pndc of military Knowledge enn seldom suhuiil to 
communicate the proceedings of the C-ouucil of Unr 
to the Select Commillcc and to desire their opinion 
All agreed in apprening the plans of the (icneral 
and reposing unbounded confidence in his direction 
As Wandcuasii nos the place in mo«t imminent dan 
gcr, the first cfTort n ns directed in iLs faronr Tlie 
probability (liat JI}dcr would not permit them im 

the nwv Pallr It pattautlr auti 
gtoierou^lv oh<cncd In '^Iun^o wn^ n inollvr rather 
to ^t^nulL*lt^ than n.jH.1 as tlir Invips under their 
|jrcfcnt leader he was ronfitient would premil and 
nothing WTJ , Uicrc^orc more dL-stnlde than to hnng 
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Arrival of a Fi ench Fieei. 

Hyder to a general action. On the 17th of January, BOOK v 
1781, the army, under the command of General ^ 
Coote, mai’ched from the encampment at the Mount. 1780. 
Hyder was struck with awe, by the arnval of the 
new commander, and the reinforcements from Ben- 
gal. So fai’ from opposing the passage of the Palar, 
he abandoned Wandewasli i;\itll precipitation Us soon 
as the army approached. But tliis success was coun- 
terbalaUced by the fall of the important fortress of 
Amboor, which commanded one of the passes into 
Carnatic. From Wandewash the army was on its 
march toward Permacoil, when intelligence was re- 
ceived by express, thUt a French fleet had arrived. 

This was an event by which attention was loused. 

The direction of the march w<as immediately changed; 
and the aimy, after a few da^s^ encamped on the red 
IiilL^ of Pondicherry, with its front toward Arcot. 

After the redjiction of Pondicherry, the inhabitants 
had been tieated with uncommon forbearance and 
generosity. The fortifications alone were destroyed. 

The people were allowed to trade under the protec- 
tion of the English , and the oflBcers to remain on 
their parole. Even upon the invasion of Hyder, 
when it was entirely evacuated by the English troops, 
the officers alone were sent to Madias. The flat- 
tering prospect of being speedily reinforced by their 
countrymen, of seeing theiUselves change places with 
the English, and of contributing something to the 
recovery in India of the gloty and power of their 
country, tempted the Fienchmen of Pondicherry to 
forget the favours which they had received. They 
applied coercion, to the English resident; enhsted 
sepoys , and laid m provisions at Carangoly. Sir 
Eyre Coote made haste to disarm the 'inhabitants, to 
remove the provisions from Carangoly, and to destroy 
tlie boats The French fleet, consisting of seven 

N 2 
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H^er avoids a Battle 

V lai^ ships, and four fngatcs, lay nt anchor off Pondi 
cherry The English army was closely followed hr 
1781 large bodies of the enemy s hor<e and on the 8th of 
Eebruar) Hydcr passed nt the head of his army, 
within cannon shot of the Engbsh camp marching, 
as was supposed directly to Cuddalore Tlie Englmh 
drums bent to onns and nliilc the enemy preceded 
on one of the two roads which led towards Cudiblorr 
the English marched parallel with them on the other 
and encamped on the 9th with their right towards 
the ruins of Fort St Dand and their left towards 
Cuddalore So feeble were the resources of the 
English General, that he mtis already reduced to 
a fen dajs* pronsions and eager for a battle as the 
most probable means of obtaining relief lie morctl 
the arm) on the 10th from the cover of the pins of 
Cuddalore leanng the tents standing and placed 
himself in order of liattic lie informed the men as 
he rode along the line that the verr da) which he 
wished for was amved and that the) would !k 
able in a few lioiin to reap tlie fruit of tlicir Inlmurs 
Tlic English remained for three iuccc^sivc dars 
offenng battk to the riicm), whicli he was too run 
ning to accept and on the fourth retumwl to Ihcir 
camp vnlh a great increnv? of their siri their pro- 
visions almost cxhmistcil, the cattle on which tlitir 
movements depended dying fur want of forogr Ilrdrr 
in ion of the surrounding ronntry and nn 

cnem) s fleet u|>on tin coast Tlir dcrpni-ssof the 
ploom was a little disp<IIal hr tlie sutldm ilrpaitiin 
of that fleet which l^ing greallr In want of water 
and otlier neet-»s3ru« nm! afraid of the I npli h 
mpiadroii whuh was ^hortt) e\|n-ctr<l bnrk from the 
opj'O'ili rcMst *^1 and on the lulh of 1 thnnn and 
proci^dnl tu llie I le of 1 rann 

Tlic innlditv in tlio I npli h nrmv If imvt fw 
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OniNs a slight: Advanitigc. 

want of pro\nsions and equipments, and the policy of BOOK v 
Hydcr to avoid tlie hazards of a battle, prevented all ^ 
operations of importance dining several months In nsi. 
the mean time, Hyderi educed the fortiess ofThiagai’, 
his cavahy over-ran and plundeicd the open country 
of Tanjore ; and Tipjioo Saib, with a large division 
of his army, laid siege to Wandewash. 

On the 14th of June the fleet retuined with a rein- 
forcement of troops from Bombay. While absent 
on the western coast. Sir Edward Hughes had 
attacked the ships of Hyder, in his own ports of 
Calicut and Mangaloie , and destioyed the nidnhents 
of that maritime powei which it was one of the fa- 
vourite objects of his ambition to erect. 

The w'ant of bullocks, which were the di aught 
cattle of the army, rendered tlie movement even of 
the Enghsh artillery heaiy and slow. In hopes of 
being now supplied vnth provisions by sea while they 
remained upon the coast, the English proceeded to 
Porto Novo on the 19th of June, not only to put a 
stop to the ravages of the enemy in TanjOre and the 
neighbouring distncts, but to yield protection to 
Tnchmopoly, against which, it was evident, that 
Hyder was pieparmg to maich On the 18th, Ge- 
neral Coote in person conducted a laige detachment 
to the assault of the fortified Pagoda of ChiUambram , 
where he was repulsed with very considerable loss 
'This event, which the English regarded as a heavy 
misfortune, produced the most favourable results 
At a time when they could by no means venture to 
carry their operations fi om the' vicinity of the sea ; 
when then imbecility was becoming dangerously 
visible , and when they might have been soon cooped 
up within the walls of Madras, this disaster sufficiently 
elevated Hyder, whose army had increased with the 
progi’ess of his arms, to hazard a battle for the sake 
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Ht/der ruh a Baith, 

BOOK V of premiting- the adraucc of the Enghsh toTmrdi 
^ Tnchmopoly irluch ns holding in check the southern 
1731 countnes, was regarded bj him ns on object of great 
importance and ogainst he was proportion 

nllj desirous that his operations should not be dis- 
turbed He was dissuaded it is said but In vain, 
from this rash design, b7 the pnidencc of his eldest 
son and advnnang on the onlj’'road b} which the 
English could proceed to Cuddalorc, lie took up an 
ndrantageous position, winch he fortified with re 
doubts, MhUc the English were obtaining n few dnjs 
pronsions landed lobonously through the i^urf 
Early in the morning of (he 1 st of July, Hit Tngluh 
arm} broke up the camp at Porto Noro> and com 
mcncwl their march idlh Uic sea it a Httlc dutniicc 
on their right To (he other difliniltic< under wlilch 
the English General laboured iras ndded a want of 
intelligence partly from deficient oimngcmcnt^ Imt 
chiefly. It is probable, from tlie dlsaflcction of the 
people of the countr), and the difliision of llydcrs 
Iior^., i\ho seldom allowed n spy to return After n 
mirch of about an hour the opening of on cxtcnsirr 
prospect div»vcred a large Ivxly of cn\nlr) draun up 
on liic plain It was ncccssarj to dilnrh from (In 
rn^luli ormr, small ns It nos n considcmbic bodr 
of (mops for (he protrcffon from the enemy s irre*- 
gular Iionfc of the baggage and (hr miilutudinmis 
folloucTS of an Indian cnmji Tlip ( rnrral fimuil 
the nnnr jn tno lim’S niwl odvnncrtl in rnkr of 
linttle \ heavv cnnnonmk was n^xmed on tie 
eitnln nhicli ocwpifd the road iK'fnrc them flii' 
disjH r^id the earnin' ami cxpmid to % lew n bt ^ t f 
rftliHilit eommnnding the nwd and tlietncnir Ik* 
bird that Hni rxtmdjtig im tl»e right and kft to \ 
gnali r diitanrc on the | lain then the ere c« ubii-oin 
mind Tltc troops nvrr fnVnd to Icili nnd (I 
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principal officers were summoned to council. The BOOK v 
difficulties were almost insui mountable The sea en- ^ 
closed tlicm on the light. Impracticable sand-hanks i781. 
on the left . To-^advance directly upon the lire of so 
many batteries exposed the army to a dreadful 
slaughter, if not extermination : And four days’ pio- 
visions, Mhicli the men earned upon their backs, 
constituted the whole of tlicir means of subsistence 


Willie the Council dehbeiatcd, an officci, wall’ing to 
a little distance, discovered a road cuttluough the 
sand hills. It w’as afterwards found to have been 


made by Hydcr the pieceding night, wdlh a vieiv to 
enable him, wffien the Enghsh should be storming the 
batteries in fiont, to throw them into confusion by 
falling on theii’ flank, w^lien his hoise wmuld i ush from 
behind the batteries and complete their destruction. 
The army filed off into the newly discovered road, 
the sepoys unhamessing the wretched oxen, and 
diawdng the artillery more quickly themselves. 
Hyder perceived the failure of his sti atagem, eva- 
cuated his works, and moved exactly parallel wdtii 
the Enghsh army wffiich, after passing the sand 
banks, turned and faced the enemy. A pause ensued, 
dunng which the General seemed irresolute, and some 
officers counselled a retreat Several of tlie men fell 


under the fire of the enemy’s guns, which had been 
lemoved with great expedition from the batteries, 
and, placed in the line. The second line of the Eng- 
hsh aimy was commanded to occupy some heights in 
the rear. Hyder, soon aw^are of the impoitance of 
this position, sent a division of Ins army to dislodge 
them. The' first line of the English, led by Sir 
Hectoi Munro, now went forward to the attack , and 
at the same time another division of the enemy en- 
dea\ouied to- penetiate between the two lines,, and 
attack the General m the rear. For six hours, dunng 
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Comtqutnces oj the Victory 

V whidi the contest lasted, e\eTy part of the English 
- army ^ras engaged to the utmost limit of exertion 

1781 Tlie second line upon the hejghts 8kilful]jandbm\cly 
commanded by Grcnoral Stuart, not only rqwllcd the 
several attadcs which were made to force them from 
their ad\antageous ground but successfnlly resisted 
the attempt which was made to penetrate between 
the bncs and rendered It impossible for the enemy 
to mm a stroke at the baggage toi\*ards the sen The 
first line was thus left with undivided attention to 
maintoiu their arduous conflict with the mom body 
of Hyders army where their admirable persever- 
ance at lost prevailed and dnving Ixdbrc them pro- 
miscuously, infantry, cavalry, arthlcry, they finallr 
preapitated the cnemv Into n disorderl} retreat. Had 
the Engbsh possessed cavoln and other means of 
active pursuit, they might have depnrod IlydcTof 
Ids artillery and stores and |>ossibIy reduced him to 
the ncce*^ity of evacuating the province Tlicar loss 
did not cxc^ 400 men and not one ofllccr of rank 
was either killed or nounded The enemy s pnn 
apol loss was sustained In the first attack upon the 
bne on the heights, the strcngtli of t^hich they mis- 
took and nd\anccd snth too much confiiU^nee of sue 
cess In the re^t of the l»attlt they fought cliirflr 
at a distance and with tl»cir ortillL-ry which wn< 
skilfuTl) served Hie con^ucnccs of this rlrtorr 
were highly imjKrrtanI Ilydcr abandoned Ins dc 
signs ii|>on tlic southern provinces Tippoo misctl 
the siege of ■\\andcuosh nud Itolh rrtmd nith ihr 
svholc of their army to the ndghhourhnod of Armt 
The Isxly of native troops which It had Nrn rv'- 
solvcd liy the goTcmmcnl ofllcngnl to send hr land 
to UiP a sutfliKT of Madras, v,n% longdrtainnl hr tlw 
negotbtion^ carnt-J on as well with the llmtr go- 
rernment as nilh ChImnajee the Conimandtr of 
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Second Battle loith llj/dei . 

tlie army in Cuttack. The distiess of that Com- BOOK v 
mander for money to pay liis troops, and the pro- 
posal of a gratuity of tlnrteen, A\uth a loan of ten, lacs 1781. 
of rupees ; though distrust of the English power, now 
violently shaken, made his father shy ; induced Chim- 
najee to engage for a safe passage to the troops 
The detachment was placed under the command of 
Colonel Peaice ; and about the end of JMarch ar- 
rived at Ganjam, where it was long detained by the 
violence of an infectious disease. This, together with 
a great desertion among the sepoys, materially 
weakened the battalions ; and their junction was not 
effected vuth Goote, who had returned to Madras, 
befoie the beginning of August. 

The object winch more immediately engrossed the 
desu’es of the Enghsh was the recovery of Arcot. 

As the want of provisions was the grand impediment 
to that enterpnse, and as the enemy were reported 
to have laid in gi eat stores at Tripassore,- the siege of 
that place was undertaken, m hopes to supply the 
army for the siege of Ai’cot. But Tripassore, though 
it surrendered after a few days’ resistance, was found 
to contain a small supply of provisions , and the ad- 
vanced parties of.Hyder’s army, who was in full 
march to its rehef, appeared in sight, before the 
Enghsh troops had taken full possession of the works 
Hyder feU back a few miles to what he reckoned a 
lucky spot, a strong position on the very ground 
where he had defeated Bailhe And the Enghsh 
General, eager for another battle, which might reheve 
I him from his difficulties, came m sight of the enemy 
about eight o’clock on the morning of the 27th. 

The position of Hyder gave him great advantages, 

Avhile his guns bore upon the approaching army, and 
the advance was rendered pecuharly difficult by a 
number of water-couises cutting the ground The 
second hne of the Enghsh aimy, consisting of two 
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BOOK V bngndcs, "vrcrc dirccletl to occupy a siltmticm of some 
CHAf 5 on the left, nhilc tl»e fiMt line, consisting of 

1781 three bngados, formed in focc ofuix or eight cannon, 
alucli they Here conimamled to storm No sooner 
had they pushed through some intervening under 
■uood than thc> found the guns removed from the 
front, and bc^nning to fin mwn both their flanks 
aluicnt the some instant a trcircndons cannonade 
opened on the fccomi line Sir Ili'clor Afunro who 
commanded the first line was ordered to join the 
second, whicfi could Imrdlr mnintoin its ground 
l-lic tiro lines having closed and picsentmg the same 
front, n ere commanded to advance on the enemy s 
ortiUcT} The intencning ground mis not only 
difficult hut impmcticalile nlicrc tlic onn) stood, 
some protection was dcnvcil from a long avenue of 
trccf Tins mw ohvrred It} the uholc hue and 
Sir Ilocto ATunro pointed it out to the GeneraL 
‘^lou talk to me, Sir, vrlicn vou should lie doing 
your dutv " Tlic armr acconhngly adrnneed the 
men Ixgan to drop very fait and grew impatient A 
tiimlinl blew up, tfic «ccond in the coup>e of the dov 
At an impassable difficulty, the arm) came ton stand 
and impatiently waited for orders I\oncnmvc<L 
Sir Hector Alunro, smteil sullcnlr h^ the nnl_> tire 
that was in the pLiin irfuicil to issue a >10^,10 etna 
njand ihchaUaliou« opcniu^ for the purjJOic of 
pvjDgwav to the cncm> It shot, Itad falbn into clu 
tcpt, and licconv noi v flic nrond lini lat)lr into 
great confusion J wolioun did the arm) remain In 
tln< penlouj situation in which Imd thev l>ecn 
vil^rouly rlnrgci! hv the cnrlnv^ cavalrv lliey 
ciHild fcamly liavc nvrhbtl n total defeat It iv 
prolnbh llial expvnmtt liai! niulnnl it 

difficult fur him to niureivc tlial tlic I nj,l( li niTC 
in n slate of confiidon Ni^lil ndcjnang In onlmil 
ln< guns to Ik dntvn iT nu<l the I nph h rrture-^l 
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Pcjiloiis Silitalwn of llic ILnghsli. 

to the strong ground wliicli the second line onginally 
occupied. A conference was held among the prin- 
cipal officers, when tlie impossibility of lemaining, 
and the danger of advancing, being apparent to all, 
one gentleman, in expressing his sentiments made 
use of the woid retreat. The General immediately 
swore, he had nevei reh'eated in his life. He added, 
that he would permit the army to jail had. Spies 
came in until intelligence tliat Hyder was prepanng 
to attack the English army between midnight and 
break of day. The troops in consequence were or- 
dered to pass the night under arms in fi'ont of the 
camp. The leport was false, aitfully given out by 
Hyder, to cover his iutention of removing in the 
night, to a place moie secuie fiom surprise The 
next day the Enghsh buried their dead, and collected 
the wounded, when, being masteis of the field of 
battle, they fired the guns in token of victory They 
now marched back to Tiipassore; when Hyder, 
calhng the maich a retreat, proclaimed a \dctory, 
with all the pomp of war, to the nations of India. 

The Enghsh suffered considerably more in this than 
in the previous action , and the enemy less Of the 
privates not less than 600 w-ere lost to the service. 
Several -officers of distinction were wounded, and 
some were killed. 

Affairs were now in great ext^emit3^ The mo- 
ment 'seemed approaching when the array would be 
constramed to quit the field for want of provisions . 
Madras itself was thi eatened with famine The fort 
of Velore was so exhausted of provisions, that it 
could not hold out beyond a shoi t time longer , and 
the fate of Carnatic in a gieat measuie depended on 
the fort of Velore. The greatest exertions were 
made to enable the army to inarch to its rehef * Ma- 
dras was for that purpose actually exhausted of the 
means of sulisistence. The enemy were encamped at 
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BOOK \ the pass of SholinguroD the road to Velore to^\hich 
^ the came up on the 27th of ScptcmtKT A 

1 781 strong body was detached, fn order to occupr a rising- 
ground to the left of theenemy^s tncnmpmcnt, 
the mam army advanced in n single line upon tbefr 
front. Hydcr from his former cxpenence liad con* 
eluded that Sir Eyre Coote would keep the Mholc of 
his troops tt^ther and hod only provided against a 
direct movement on his line His good sense made 
lum resolve not to change the disposition of his rude 
and unwieldy mass in the face of on cnem) ond his 
onl} oflbrt was to drai> it out of the field He on 
deal cured to alarm the detoclicd portion of the Eng- 
lisli arm} with a feint tiliHc, nfler n sliort firing his 
guns were humed off IIis horse during these ope- 
rations stood the fire of the Lnghsh cannon and 
suffered severely Before he could extnente hlm«clf 
and before night came to liis oid he hnd sustained a 
considerable loss, with the poa cr of inflicting only o 
trifling Injury in retuni 

Tile English were in no condition to press upon 
(he foe In (he minor operations wfiich succcolcd 
ns in (he w hole course of the w or one of the most 
remarkable circumstances was the ixtraordinniy 
jmimpfjtude and corrertness of Hjdcr* intelhgrnci 
who had notice ofolmost every ntlempt even to sur- 
prise tlic smallest convoy ond in this Imj»nrtant tv- 
spcct the no less remnrknhic difiaencj of the l.ng 
hdi On tlie 2Gth of ()c1o!h.t llw ( moral mnonsl 
his camp to the iieiphlwurhood of I'ahjtetl when lie 
olitnmcd n ipiantitv ofnee AHlh this In atfimlrtl 
\ i Ifra a tcniporarr snppl} nn«l w as nrm mcmirngni 
to undertake the siegi orClilttorr lliat plan not 
provided fin* defence rapIliiUtotf m tnn dsjs 
vhdt Ihilcr ohligcil to humcsir hn nrmr wn un 
ahlt to olMtnirt flicsr operations Jljr mrmth i f 
\o\emlp(T was now arrived, and every thing an 
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Eiighsh Aimi/ retuUi to Cantonments. 

nounced the falling of the monsoon floods, when the book v 
rising of the nvers, and the sojflening of the loads, ^ 
would make the return of the Enghsh aimy ex- 178I. 
tremely difficult, so far, too, from being supplied 
with subsistence, the ai*my continued in a state of 
want , yet the General lingered where he was, ap- 
parently absorbed in his own chagrin He was sum- 
moned fi’om his revenes about the middle of the 
month, by intelligence of an attack upon Pahpett 
and Tripasore. Th'e rains fell upon him during his 
march In the space of a few days the roads became 
so deep, tliat one elephant, three camels, a great 
number of bullocks, carriages, and horses, were left 
inextncably entangled in the mud And the Polar 
was just fordable when he passed it on the 21 st. 

On his approach, however, the enemy ‘ abandoned 
both Pahpett and Tnpasore : And after encamping 
a few days on the Coccalore plain, above Tnpasore, 
he placed the troops in cantonments , having lost 
one third of the force with which, after his junction 
with Colonel Pearce, he marched in August from 
the Mount ^ 

At the Presidency, changes of more than ordinary 
importance had taken place dunng this campaign 


' For the matenals of this war with Hyder, up to the present date, 
the most important sources are the First, Second, Third, and Sixth Re- 
ports of the Committee of Secrecy, in 1781 Of the military transactions, 
narratives of considerable value are to bo found in the Annual Register, 
Robson’s Life of Hyder Ah , and the publication entitled, Memoirs of the 
late War in Asia For part of tlus campaign, see also Barrow's Life of 
Lord Macartney To the pages of Colonel Wilks, I can now only refer, 
not having had the opportunity of availing myself of his lights, till what 
I had wntten could not be conveniently altered Where my facts stand 
upon the authonty of pubhc records, 1 conceive, in the few instances in 
which we difter, that I approximate to the truth more nearly than he 
To my other authorities I should have preferred him , though it is a 
gnevous defect, that he so rarely tells us the source from which he de- 
rives his information , and though I repose no great confidence in the 
vague censures, and still more vague eulogies, in which he has indulged 
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Debates tn the Datt India Home 


book \ Thestateof affairs in CoTDatichavnig’grcatly nlarmcd 
CEAf 5 Company in England, misfortune Rioted rc- 
1781 pentraent against the men under whose supennten 
dence it had omred, and, according to the usual ])r(v 
cess of shallow thought, a change of rulers, it was 
concluded, n ould produce a change of results Sd 
mudi of misconduct having been imputcil to the ser- 
vants of tlie Company a party appeared to be fonn 
mg itself, even among the Directors and Proprietors, 
who called for an extension of the field of dunce 
had represented it os rather an advantage lint the 
ducf governors in Indio should not lie sdcctetl from 
lli58cn*ants of theCompnny It necessarily followcil 
that n party oro^c a ho contended with cfiunln-al that 
h) the Compon} s servants the slnlious of gfeotest 
poucrandtrust in Indio ought cxduvirciv to be filled 
At a Court orPropnctoiN htid on the SOtli (ifXo- 
Tomber ITflO Mr I udiiijgton mo\c<! ” I hat it be 
recommended to the Court of Din‘cti>n to appoint 
furtliv ith a Covemur of iMndms and that it iKr 
camcstl} rccomnitndcd to Ihciu tn ujipomt one of 
their omi •errants to fill that vacaurv ” It was on 
the other hand cnntcudctl, that ihojtf/cjt man not a 
man of any particular das or onTcr ought niwursfo 
Ik. sought Cot the p/arc^ on n hic/i tht inten'^fs of the 
comniuuitT pnnnjmlU dqumdcil ami that integrity 
un Inkcn bv th^* example of plunder ami ccmipllon 
a diarnetcT to lo^c nnd con etpicnlly one to «vc, by 
*-h«niritig the off neev offonner gortnu r* nen to 
Ik? con^idend n’' tlic fitlot <jualifiratinnv In their iirw 
Covemorof^rndn Court ndjiunud nltlmut 

proetxding to n Inl'ol but cn the 2Jd of the same 
month the quclmn nas rtiirretl I/ird ^Iar^ri^n 
tv ho Ind rrcT ntlr giimd rcj» ilfttioti I v ni ^ tlitm? a 
coinnuTnil tn tI\ ruth Ituv 1 1 nai jion ttd out In tlir 
chi' fv of tl ( on i«anv the cdvcnlnyt-. of n IdK-rsl 



Loj d Macartiicj/ Governor of Fort St. Gcoige, ^ 191 

education, of political experience, acknowledged ta- BOOK V 
lents and honour, were placed in the strongest point ^ 
of view by the one paiiy ; the benefits of local know- nsi. 
ledge, and of tlie motives to zeal, to industiy, fidelity, 

<md the acquisition of knon ledge, afforded to the 
whole line of the Company’s seiwants by the high 
prizes of tlic piincijial stations in the government of 
India, weie amply displayed b}" the opposite paity: 

And, on a di\ ision, it was decided by a majonty of 
seventy -nine to sixt}' that new men should be eligible 
to the office of goven'ors in India The 001111; of 
Directors were guided b)^ sinnlai views , and on 
the 14th of December Loid Macartne}’' was nomi- 
nated Govei’noi and President of Fort St George, 

After a passage of four months, he landed at Madias 
on the 22d of June, 1781, and then fiist obtained m- 
teUigence that tlie country v/as invaded. 

He came to his office, when it, undoubtedly, was 
tilled with difficulties of an extraordinary kind The 
presence of a new Govei nor, and of a Governor of 
a new description, as change itself, under pain, is 
counted a good, raised in some degree the spirits of 
the people. By advantage of the hopes which M’’ere 
thus inspired, he was enabled to borrow considerable 
sums of money Having earned out intelligence of 
the war until the Dutch, and particular instrilctions to 
make acquisition of such of their settlements as were 
placed within his reach, he was eager to signalize his 
arrival by the performance of conquests, which ac-* 
quired an an of impoitance, fiom the use, as sea- 
ports, of which they might prove, to Hyder, or the 
French- Within a w^eek of his ariival, Sadias waS^ 
summoned and yielded without resistance, Pulicat 
Was a place of gi eater strength, \With a corps in its 
neighbomhood of Hydei’s army. The garnson of 
Fort St George was so extremely reduced, as to be 



192 Oefrturt for Praee 

TOOK V ill prepared to afTortl a detachment But I^ord I^la- 

■ cartney placed himself at the head of the mihtla and 

1781 Pullcat, on condibon of sccun^ to pnratc property, 
vrns induced to ffurrender 

Of the annunaation which was usuallr made 
the Pnnees of Indio, of the arrival of a non Gover- 
nor, Lord Macartney conceived that advantage might 
be taken, aided by the recent battle of Porto No\o 
and the expectation of troops from Furope, to obtain 
the attention of Hydcr to on ofler of peace ith tlio 
concurrence of the General and Admiral, an o\crture 
vvTis transmitted, to which the following answer was 
returned characteristic at once of the countrr and tlic 
man "The Governors and Sirdars wlio enter into 
treaties, after one or two years return to Furope, and 
their nets and deeds become of no clfecl and fresh 
GoNcrnors ond Sirdars introduce new con\ motions 
Pnor to > our coming when the Cov ernor and Coun 
cil of Madras had dcjjortctl from their treaty of 
alliance and fncndship, I sent mj vTikccl to confer 
With tlrcru, and to ask the reason for Midi breach of 
faith the answer gi\cii was that thev wlio made 
these conditions were gone to I iiropo ^ou wnti. 
tlrnt you have come with the sanction of the King and 
Company to settle all matters w hicli givr< me great 
happiness Aau Sir nn n man of wisdom and 
comprehend all things hntcvcr vou inn) judge 
proper and lK*jt that vou will do A on mention that 
troops ho\r am\ed ond ore ilaily amring from I ii 
rope of this I hare not ndmiht I dqnnd upon the 
fa\*our of God for my surcours’* \orwns it with 
llrdcr alone that the new f overnor intrr]w>^l his 
good oflicri for the nttnliimrnt of |»eaci A Irttrr 
signed hr him lir Sir l 4 lwnrd llugh'^ amr kir I vrr 
( note thr nunminihrs of tin >ra nnd Inud f rcr* 
and hr ^larjiher^m a ^Ir•lMlH^of tlte Stipn-tm* 
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Council, was addressed to the Mahrattas, in winch BOOK v. 
they offered themselves as guarantees of any tieaty ^ 
of peace which might he conti’acted between them 178J, 
and the Governor-Geneial and Council of Bengal; 
and declared their willingness to accede to the re- 
storation of Guzerat, Salsette, and Bassein. 

The piincipal settlement of the Dutch on the Go- 
i’omandel coast was Negapatnam, neai the southern 
boundary of Tanjore. This, Lord Macartney was 
desirous of adding to the lest of the conquests from 
the Dutch immediately after his arrival, but was 
over-ruled by the opinion of the Commander-in-Chiefi 
who repiesented the impoitancc of recovering Ai’co'tj 
in the first instance, and of marching afterwards to 
the attack of Negapatnam The President was eager 
to avail himself of the assistance of the fleet and nia- 
nnes, in Ins design against Negapatnam ; assistance ^ 
without which the object could hardly be accom- 
plished, and winch could only be obtained while the 
season permitted shipping to remain upon the coasti 
Though the General had been disappointed in his 
hopes of being able to attempt the recovery of Arcot, 
he continued in the north^westera part of the pro- 
vince j apparently disposed neither 'to mai’ch to the 
"attack of Negapatnam, nor to spare for that enter- 
piise any portion of his troops. To Lord Macartney 
the attainment of the object did not appear to be hope- 
less without lum* The intimation, however, of a de- 
sign to make the attempt brought back from the Ge- 
neral an eager renunciation of all respoUsibihty in the 
exploit, a pretty confident piediction of disappoint- 
ment, and from disappointment, of consequences de- 
plorable and ruinous. The President declared thafr 
convinced as he was of the propriety and hence ob- 
ligation of the enterprise, he would not shiink fi’om 
the responsibility. To avoid interference with tlie 

YOL. IV. - ^ o 
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Succ€u of the EnierjiTue 

BOOK V General not a man wnj taken .from his armj* Co 
^ loncl Bmtliwiute, who commanded in Tanjorc and 
1781 m whom the Preadent complained that he found not 
all the alacrity which could have been desired, nas 
directed with his troops to aid in the attack The 
choice of a leader, too was involved in diffiCTiltics. 
After the affront received b} Sir Hector I\Iunro in 
the battle of the 27th of August, he retired ns soon 
ns possible from the army commanded I»y General 
Cootc, under nhom he served not again, and re 
mamed at the Presidency recruiting his health. It 
^•ns to him that, in etiquette, tlic command of the 
expedition belonged but Mr SadHcr, with whom 
he had the violent dispute was now a member of the 
Select Committee and he refused to sene under 
orders or dwcctious in which that gentleman should 
Imvc any concern The scruples of the Ccncml met 
n contrast In the liberality of tlie Committee who 
readily consented, that he should receive Ins 
instructions from the President alone and the 
President ^nth the Admiral of the licet nas cm 
powered to form wliatcvcr nrangements tlic enter 
prise should requuv On tlic 21st of Octolicr the 
seamen and marines were landed from the sliip^ on 
the SOtli the hncs and redoubts ncir attnclcil and 
earned on the 3d of November ground ojK'ncd 
against tbcliortli face of Uic fort and tlic opinrucbcs 
were pushed on with great rapidity the ( auginr 
was summoned on the Cth oftcr n Imltcrr of ten 
eighteen pounder^ was ready to ojtcn uitlnn timt 
hundred paces of the walls he rcfusnl l<» ^utrenclcr 
butonUielJth after making Ino drspemie 'sllirs 
and after one of (he bastions bad suffrml from n f >r 
midahle breaching IxatUry hr offcrnl to nm-jit and 
received terms of honourable rapiluhln n Hr 
omounl of troops nho surren Irml svas (»^jI nci 
1 
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acranist the Dutch Scltlemenls. 

O 

siderably gi’eater tlian that of the besieging* ai’my. 
A large quantity of warlike stoies, together with a 
double investment' of goods, no ships having anived 
fiom Holland for the investment of tliat or the pie- 
ceding year, was found in the place. With Nega- 
patnam tlie whole of the Dutch settlements on that/ 
coast fell into the hands of the English ; and the 
troops of H3’'der began immediately to evacuate the 
forts which they had occupied in the kingdom of 
Taiijore A bod)-' of 500 men were put on boaid 
the fleet, wliich sailed from Negapatnam on the 2d 
of_ January, and proceeded to the attack of Tnn- 
comalee, a celebrated Dutch settlement on the island 
of Ceylon It an ived before the place on the 4th, 
and on the 11th the best of the two forts which de- 
fended Tnn com alee was taken by storm ^ 

The deplorable indigence of the Presidency ; the 
feebleness of mihtary operations unsupported by 
funds , the power of the enemy, and the ^minished 
pi aspect of supphes ‘ from Bengal, presented to the 
eyes of Lord JMacaitney a scene of difficulties, from 
which it was hardly possible to discover any source 
of relief Participating in the general aversion to 
beheve that the Nabob was no less exhausted than 
the Company, and representmg to that chief how 
gieat the interest which he, no less than the Com- 
pany, had, m the expulsion of so dangerous a common 
foe, the President, at an early peiiod of his admi- 
nistration, renewed the importunities of the govern- 
ment on the subject of a pecumaiy supply The 
Bengal government, by their letteis, had already 
given a sanction to strong measures "of coercion; de- 
clanng that, while every part of the Nabob’s domi- 
nions; except the part retamed by the Enghsh tioops, 

1 Some Account of the Public Life of the Earl of hlacartney, by John 
Barroiv, F R'', S i 67 — 109 , Annual Register for 1782, 
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BOOK \ was m the hands of a foreign power, and could onlj 
be ^m^stcd from it by their exertions, the Nabob 
1782 could no longer be looked upon ns the propnetorof 
the country and thnt such n combination of arcum 
stances not onl} justified, bat required Uic immediate 
assignment of all his revenues, to defray the expenses 
of the war ‘ The President, expressing his desire 
to avoid, this extremity offered to accept a few lacs 
of pagodas as a temporary supply Tills pressure 
upon the inabihty of the Nabob drew from inm Ian 
guage of jispenty and rccnmmntion and when im 
portunatcly uiged, he at last dedared, timt Ins future 
contnbutlons •acre defined b) n lrcat> ^\hich he 
hod just concluded witli the goremment of Bengal 
Hie dcclomlion, though it justly surjuised the Pre 
Bidcnt and Council of Madras was not at \ananep 
nith the fact Tlie Nabob, nlio Imd tned tbc effect 
of on agency in England both on l!ic legisUtlsc and 
executive bmnebes of the goremment, was odvited 
to niakc trial of the same expedient on the Controlling 
Board in India and in March 1781, he sent on a 
commission to Calcutta, his duon or treasurer, to- 
gether with 2\Ir Joseph Sullivan, a sonant of ibc 
Company, whom, svilhout tlic con'cnl of the Presl 
done}, he had appointed liis agent JTic object of 
tbc Nabob nus to obtain— n dear rccngniUon of hW 
being tbc hereditary soicmpi of the Carnatic, not 
»ul»jecl to an> interference on the part of the Com 
jiaiiy in the affairs of Ids government a pTomI«c of 
exemption from all i»ccuniaiy dtmninls Kjond the 
expenw? of leu Icitlahnns of Iroojis to \y* employed 
in hi< ftmee an oilmuMon of hii nt;hl l<» name Ini 
fcUCC<SM»r In |«inin»ceof lit« \ri<Ii to diMnlicnl Idi 
ddest In favour of III iccomlMin a jiromiK* to nJ<l 


1« tf*,( fc’J Co-art- I.rtl'' IfCt 
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and the Bengal Pi esidenci/ 

by conquest, certain districts possessed by Hyder to BOOK v 
his dominions, and to restore to him the kingdom of ^ 
Tanjore; and, finally, the assistance of the Com- i7S2. 
pany, in forming a settlement with his European 
Cl editors. 

J^o this embass;^ the lulers of Bengal afforded a 
cordial reception. For the independence of the go- 
vernment of the Carnatic Prince, they undertook, in 
general terms , His requisition, respecting the ten 
battahons and the hmit of his pecuniary contnbu- 
tions, ivas approved : His right to appnint his succes- 
sor they recognised as already admitted The conquest 
of certain districts possessed by Hyder, they declared 
to be as desirable on account of the Company’s as of 
the Nabob’s interest . The restoration of Tanjore they 
informed him was not placed within the limits of 
their authority: With regard to his European cie- 
ditors, they proposed, that after -the addition to the - 
piincipal sum of aU interest due to the 21st of No- 
vember, 1781, and after a deduction of one-fourth 
from all the debts which might have been transferred 
from the original creditors by purchase or otherwise, 
Company’s bonds with the usual interest should be 
granted, and paid, according to a proportion which 
might be fixed, out of the assigned revenues And 
upon these conditions it was proposed, but not with- 
out his own consent, that the Nabob should make 
over all the revenues of his country, during the lyar, 
to the Company ; that his agents, in conjunction 
witli- persons appointed by the Presidency of Foit 
St. George, should perform the collections ; and that 
as much only should be retained by the Nabob as 
was necessary for the disbursements of his family and 
government, Not only was this agreement trans- 
mitted to Madias, with instructions to consider it as 
possessing the vahdity of a tieaty, but Mr Sullivan 
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Conduct ^ the Madras Praidme^ 

KH)K V returned Trith credcntinls, as minister from the Go\Tr 

- ^ nor General and Goondl of Bengal at the Court of 

17S2 the Nabob 

Nothing is more prt^ant vnth imschicf than ill 
rrorded and mdc5nt(e latrs and the best legislatures 
have os jet display ed but httle of -the art of rendenng 
the language of their enactments unambiguous and 
certam AVe haw aircad) contemplated the disputes 
with the Presidencj of ^mhaj, occasioned b> the 
loose and imperfect phraseology of the law uhleh 
conferred the power of control upon the Presidency 
of Bcngnb In that instance the Supreme Council 
were even rebuked by their masters for carrying tlicir 
pretensions beyond the intent of the Company, nnd 
that of the lai\ bui on the present occasion they 
pushed their interference into the most immcnlintc 
and important concerns of the iMndms gotemment 
inveigled from their service nnd oliedicncc llic Mrinuts 
of Umt Presidency and set up an agency of tlirir 
own at lAfadras, which implied the supirresvion of the 
chief powers of the Governor and Council Thougli 
tlic diameter of Lonl JMneartney was tingoil nitli 
Tonity ns well as amliition, he po*:se<srd great temper 
nnd urbanity nnd the Governor nnd CounnI of 
hladras instead of treating (his ncu ns umption of 
power on the part of the BengnI govemintnl ns nn 
injuiy express^ only thiir npprchcn'«ions that tfuy 
wcfc not free to divert thciT>»dvM of powir< widi 
winch their employer* had inlnistcil thiin and for 
the cxcrcKT of which they would h^M tl^^m 
Slide Jlier nnnrk«l that thcyurrr thmforr m 
hltcrty toconvidtr thrsdietnr ofnrmngimrnts which 
had l>ctn tran'milteil to them by ihc Su|tn Boanl 
flvonU inatenals to aid not m ci'-mmands to iujm r 
sctlc their judgment Thr nord*, thrr oh mril, in 
which the Supreme Council had appeared to jartihn 
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relative to the Bengal Tt eaty 

. the independence of the Nabob, an independence 
which they had received the express and repeated 
commands of their employers to prevent, were so 
adroitly ambiguous, as m fact to evade the question, 
and were inconvenient only in so far" as they tended 
to inflame the pretensions of that troublesome asso- 
ciate ■' but as, in the government of the counti y, 
there were certain departments in which it was as- 
sumed as necessaiy that the Company’s government 
should take a share, and yet those depaitments and 
that share remained totally undefined, the vagueness 
and ambiguity of the words of the Supreme Board 
left the Madras Presidency, if bound to obey, with- 
out any rule to guide their proceedings The article 
which regarded the ten battahons of troops appeared, 
they said, to them, to convey a power over their 
marches and operations, which the Couit of Dwec- 
tors had ever been most anxious to withhold The 
Nabob had lequested the power of employing these 
troops in setthng his country The answer of the Pre- 
sidency is wortliy of record We wish to know 
what is meant by this article, before we form any 
judgment of its propriety . We know not how troops 
can be pioperly said to contnbute to the settlement 
of a country • If it be meant that he should have the 
Company’s forces to enable him to punish or extirpate 
any of his tributaries, and if it be proper to lend our 
forces for such a purpose, should we not plainly say 
so, wdthout reserve or ambiguity?” If the Nabob 
was to have the troops, in all cases, upon his simple 
requisition, "" he might soon,” they add, “ lequire, 
what he has hitherto in vain solicited from the Court 
of Directors, the means of attacking, contrary to 
their express commands, the pnncipal tnbutary Ra- 
jahs who claim and depend upon the protection botli 
of the cromi and the Company.” If he was only to 


BOOK V. 
Chap 5. 


1782 . 
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Di^iailties of the Madmx Prtudaic^ 

BOQK V be assisted in those cases which the PrcmdcTlt and 
^ Counol should approve, the clause, though ^old of 
1782 meaning, was not exempt from miscliicf, ns jt tended 
to raise “ a claim, which, being undefined, v, onid be 
measured only tij the wishes of the claimant ” Tlic 
right of tJie Nabob to nominate hts successor, or to 
infringe the rule of primogeniture, they declined (o 
discass but affirmed their total ignorance of an> 
such admission of that right ns the Governor C cncrnl 
and Counal appeared to assume. TJint the mode 
which was propcoed for collecting the rcicnues h) 
the agents of the Nabob and of the Company in con 
junction, was calculated to produce altercations be- 
tween the difTcrcnt parties, ond to nfiord the agents 
of the Naliol) n pretence for defalcations alleging 
obstructions from the Company s servant^ c'cpcrlcncc 
they said, most fully cnncoiL Whetbtr (he dch-ct 
proceeded from the nnnt of intention on tlie part of 
(ho Nabob or from his inahiliti to ensure dm obe 
dicncc of his collectors it had tlirough diem been 
found impossible to obtain the revenues A\ ilh re 
gard to the mmngcmcnts in l>chalf of the creditors 
of the Nabob, they "were nnnnJling to ucnr the nj>- 
pcarancc of opposing either the will of (he siijHnor 
Board or the interest of the creditors butlhtrpro 
fessed dicnisclrcs ignorant jilMlhcr tlic iTciliior> 
should regard dip orrangcincnt ns ndvnntn::et»ut, or 
the Directors would U phn oil to find llir Compuni 
pledged for Ixinds to so great nn ninnirnl 

On tlic point horticr of the n<Mgiini''nt the 
situation of nlTairs and the sanction of the Ikngnl 
government, appeared to (hi I roalcnt and ( iMincil 
Buffincnl nudionty for urging die \tJKili fombt) to 
eonctir witli their news W itli much nrgolintl *n it 
was at last arranged that the rtrmtiT-t ff nil the 
dominions of the Nabob should Ijc Iranifiind In tlte 
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Company for a period of five years at least *, that of BOOK v, 
the proceeds one sixth part should be reserved for the ^ 
private expences of himself and his family, the re- 1782. 
mainder being placed to his account , that the col- 
lectors should all be "appointed by the President ; and 
that the Nabob should not interfeie. By this deed, 
which bore date the 2ld of December, 1781, the in- 
conveniences cf a double government, which by its 
very nature engendered discordance, neghgence, rapa- 
city, and ' profusion, were so far got nd of , though 
yet the misery and weakness to which they had con- 
tributed could not immediately be removed 

It was not one spring alone of dissension which 
distracted the government of MaHras The species 
of independent authority which had been conferred 
upon the General produced many of the evils of a 
double government in the Piesidency itself The 
General had a susceptibihty of temper, which, 
heightened by the infirmities of old age, by flatteiy, 
by the difficulties of his situation, and his want of 
success, made'him take offence with the lexity and 
hastiness of a child The civil authority, depiived, 
in a period of war, of all share in the mihtary anange- 
ments, found the business of government witlidiawn 
from their hands, and themselves degraded into a 
capacity little siipeiior to that of agents foi supplying 
the wants of the army The visible loss of autho- 
rity, by weakening their influence,'- diminished their ' 
resources; and persons were even discomaged from 
reheviiig them by loans. A situation like this v'as 
ill calculated to please a man of Lord INIacaitney’s 
lank and pretensions Aware of the uneasiness which 
it was piobable he would feel, it was natuial for the 
General to view him vutli suspicion from the moment 
when he aiiived.^ The mutual desire to save ajipeai- 
ances preseived an uninteriupled intercourse of civi- 



202 Army dttrtug the ^tomoon 

dooK'V litics, till Lord Macartney dLW)rcrcd his design of 
^ attempting the conquest of Negnpatmm against the 
pgo ndnee ami without the co-operation of the General 
From that moment the General gave waj to hlsspmt 
of dissatisfaction and complaint refused to attend 
the consultations of the Select Committee quarrelled 
AV'itli e\ciy measure that nos proposed nnd'oen 
u*rotc to the Goremor Gcncml and Council that ho 
♦uflered from interference i\ith his authoritj' and, 
iinle«^ ho were vested with power totally Independent, 
thathci\oidd resign the command* Beside the loss 
of their oulhontv, and the diminution of tlieir poncr 
over c\en the sources of supply, the nnl nuthontics 
lamented, that they possessed no control o\cr the 
expenditure of the army, and that, from (lie total di*- 
rcgard of cconomj, m nhicli, nolwithslanihng tht 
ruinous poicrt^ of the government the ( cncral m 
dulgcd that expenditure nw ennrmoudv great It 
nevertheless appears, that Ixml lATocartni), an arc of 
the importance not onlj of united cITnrts hut of tlic 
name and influence of Cootr cnlcrtoincd not an idea 
of willidniwing from him any portion of that nuthnntv 
with which lie Iind been entrusted and strove to 
presen c Ins good humour hy studied forlieanincc and 
ci7urtc<» ‘ 

Tlic arm} had not been many davs in cantonnu'nt 
whea thc> expc-ct«l to repose during the nmniniUr 
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coiivei/s Supplies to Velote. 


of tlie monsoon, wlien the fall of Clnlore was an- bookv 
nounced at Madras, and intelligence was received, ^ 
that for want of provisions Yeloie would not he abj.e 1782. 
to hold out beyond the 11th of January. No exertion 
was to be spared foi tlie preservation of this impor- 
tant place. The tieasui}’- was drained to the last 
pagoda,* to affoid some pay to the army, which was 
deepl)’’ in arrear. But the exoihitant demands for 
equipment and conveyance were the principal souice 
of difficulty and alaim. To carry the necessanes of 
thirty-five days for twelve or fourteen thousand fight- 
ing men, the estimate of the Q,uai ter-Master was 
35,000 bullocks Not to speak of the money, wanted 
for the purchase, so great a number could not'be pro- 
cured , nor was it easy to conceive how protection 
could be affoided fiom Hyder’s horse to a hne of so 
m'any miles as the march of 35,000 bullocks would 
of necessity form The number of buUo'cks now'-in 
store was 8,000 With ^these and 3,000 coohes, or 
porteis, whom he could press, it appeared to the Pre- 


sident that the army might convey what was abso- 
lutely necessaiy , and the uigency of the case made 
the General disposed to wave his usual objections. 
Though with broken- health, he joined the army on 
the 2d of January, but on the 5th he suffeied a 
idolent apoplectic attack, and the aimy lialted at 
Tripasore On the following day, he was so far re- 
vived as to msist upon accompanying the army, which 
he oideied* to march. They were within sight of 
Velore on the lOtb, and dragging their guns through 
a morass, which Hydei had suddenly foimed by letting 
' out the waters . of a tank, when his ai my was seen 
advancing on the real- Before the enemy anaved, 
the Enghsh had crossed the morass , "when Hyder 
contented himself with a distant cannonade, and uext 
day the supply was conducted , safely to Velore As 
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Operattom of (ht Gamton 

V the nrmy was rchmung, Hyder, on the 13th, again 
- presented himself on the opposite side of the morass 
1782 blit withdrew after a distant cannonade On the 
cieniDg of the 15th, the cnemj s enmp was seen nt a 
distance and a rancty of movements look place on 
both sides on the foflowing daj After mutual dial 
Icngcs however, and a discharge of artillerj’,the con 
tenders separated, and the English pursued tlieir 
march ta the Mount. The General expressed n dc 
site of making a voyage to Bengal for the benefit of 
his health but allowed himself to be persuaded to 
niter his design * 

After the capture of Mnhtf, the hladras detach 
ment remained at Teibcheny Iiesicged by Hydcra 
tributary Nrurs Early m hiay, 1781 being uigenUy 
demanded for the deftnee of Carnatic, tlie detach 
ment was relieved by Mqjor AMngtcn, nho omved 
with a force from Dombar One of II) dcr s pnncipal 
genends, with a detachment from his army >\hich 
greatly outnumbered the gnmson non earned on n 
vigorous attack Tlic utmost cfTorts of the liesicged 
nerc incvs^antl) demanded to counteract the opera 
tioni of the enemy and the commanders as under 
the nccc sit) of applying to Bomlwiv both for |>mrl 
lions and troops The answer dcdarcti the innhllits 
of the Presidency to moke onv furthtr prorMon firr 
the defence of Tclhchcrry and tlic rc<olutInn to it Inch 
(hcv had l»ccn rcluetnnth lirought of gum;. It up. 

I Ih military notions of di.grncc and the ftill more 
imiKni*int con idcnlions of the cruel samfirr w’lirh 
'nould thus lie made of tlie lives and fnrtuiics of the 
people in the place fs wcH ns the doulitfitl pmnjhihly 
of wilhdrarnag the troops, milucn! "Mfijor Ahington 

I rirr-o I^rl Manirtgr I lf“0-IITjUi . H .(v 1 

# «ttl» iM«vr»rfiVl f Wkf r» An»,l “JI — 'll 
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at Tellicheriy. 

to conceal the contents of the letter, and to remit a book v. 
strong leinonstrance against the oiders which he had ^ 
received. It produced the desired effect, and a packet 1782 . 
was immediately dispatched fiom Bombay to assure 
him of speedy support. The arrived of his reinforce- 
ments detei mined this enterpnsing officer no longer 
to confine himself to operations of defence. Every 
thing being prepared for a sally, upon the signal of 
the clock sti iking twelve, the tioops got under arms, 
on the night of the 7th of Januaiy, and at one m 
piofound silence began to march After passing a 
deep morass, and escaping the notice of the enemy’s 
picquets, they stoimed an advanced batteiy at bieak 
of da}*-, and foi ming the line moved rapidly towards 
the camp, v hen tlie enemy fled m the utmost confu- 
sion, and their leader'was wounded and taken. Master 
now of the suiTounding . countr}'-. Major Abington 
turned his thoughts to the re-establishment, in their 
respective districts, of the various chiefs whom Hyder 
had either rendered tnbutary or compelled to fly. 
Having, after this, demolished the enemy’s works, 
and impioved the defences of the settlement, he 
marched towards Calicut On the 12th of February 
he took post within two hundred yards of the walls ; 
and the next day, a shell having fortunately blown up 
a part of the grand magazine, the gainson, -exposed 
to an assault, immediately surrendered. 

The hostilities of the French and English Govern- 
ments, not contented with Europe and America as a 
field, at last invaded the two remaining quarters of 
the globe. A squadron of five ships of the line and 
some frigates, under the conduct of M. de Suffrein, 
together with a body of land forces, was prepared at 
Brest in the beginning of 1781 ; and sailed in com- 
pany with the grand fleet bound to the West Indies 
under Count de Grasse in the latter end of March. 
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Fmeh and Fngluh Tleett, 

BOOK V About the same period a secret expedition, with 
^ which for some time rumour had been husr was 
1782 prepared in England The state of the Spanish 
colonics in South Amenca, and the nch pnxes v. hich 
they appeared to contain hod pointed them out as 
the destined object to the pubhc cj c But the ^"ar 
w ith Holland and the importance of the conflict now 
raging in India, communicated a difTcrent direction 
to the news of ministers and the -acquisition of the 
Cape of Good Hope, mth the cflcctiial support of 
the war in Indio bccume the ends, for the acroniphsli 
ment of s\hich the enterprise ^\as pinnneth One 
slup of seventy four guns, one of sixty four, three of 
several fngates, n bomb tcsscI, a firc-slnp and 
BOtnc sloops of n ar, composed the squadron ofnhich 
Commodore Johnstone, with a reputation for dccyion 
and boldness, rcccncd the command A land forci, 
consisting of three new regiments of 1 000 men each, 
nos placed under the conduct of General Moadous, 
who had purcliascd fame m the action at St I uaa 
ivilh dEslning On the 13th oflMarch, in comjian> 
^nth the grand fleet dcslincil for the relief ofCibraltar 
the nminmcnt fQilc<l from St Helens and, including 
fc\cml outward tiouiid Tjist Indiamcn with store 
vessels and transports amounted to upuanU of forty 
rati Tlic secret houerrr of this cvp^itmn had not 
been so vigilnntlr guanled as to llie snganl) 

of the Dutch and the I rcnrli. TIic armament under 
SuDVem ultimately dfstined to n-Inforct, thr 
j^juadron non at the I*>le of I ranci anil to oppo e 
the Ijiglidi AlvI in the Indian But the p.nr 

ticular instructions "of tliat ofrifTT ntn in the flr»l 
in tnnn to fullon, ami counterart the exjutliti lu of 
JiJin^tuni mill nbovc all hi< doli^n niwii th* ( ijk. of 
(i-nllblK* lorllu' ikc of water and frr^li pruM 
ion» thr 1 ii^h h quadrou jmt into I*nv a lh> in *>t 
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Action in Prai/a Bay. 


Jago, one of the Cape de Yerd Islands , and having BOOK v 
no expectation of an enemy, cast their anchors as 
chance or convenience directed. A considerable pro- 1782. 
portion both of men and of officers, partly for business, 
partly for pleasure, were permitted to go on shoie , 
and the decks were speedily crowded with water 
casks, hve stock, and other incumbrances. On the 
I6th of April, after nine o’clock in the morning, a 
strange fleet, suspected to be French, was seen 
coming round the eastern point of the harbour ; and 
Suffrein, sepaiating fiom the convoy with his five sail 
of the line, soon penetrated to the centic of the Eng- 
lish fleet. The utmost dispatch was employed in 
getting tlie men and officeis on board, and preparing 
the ships foi action The Fiench sliip, the Hannibal, 
of seventy-foui guns, led the van, and coming as close 
to the English ships as she was able, dropjied hei an- 
,chors MTLth a resolution which excited a buist of ap- 
plause from the British tais She was folio wed . by 
the ship of Suffrein, of equal force. Anothei of sixty- 
four guns anchored at her stern. And the two otlier 
ships, of sixty-four guns each, ranged through the 
fleet, firing on either side as they pioceeded along.^ 

The ships being extremely near, and the guns being 
played with unusualfury,much destmetion was effected 
in a little time. After the abatement of the first sur- 
pnse, several of the Indiamen bi ought their guns to 
bear upon the enemy with good effect. Within an 
hour, the French ships at anchoi had -suffered so 
ternbly, that the last of the three, having lost her 
captain, cut her cables anddiegan to withdraw. Thus 
deseited a-stern, and despaiiing of success, Suffrein 
followed her example and gave the signal to 1 etreat. 


^ ThatPort Praya, belonging to the Portuguese, was a neutral harbour 
bi^t little aSected the delicacy of the French, though the Enghsh observed 
the punctilio of resemng their fire till attacked 
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tarn the ( ape of Good Ilopi 

BOOK\ The Hnniii!)ol alone remained, a mark to crciy jhij? 
^ the ^ns of which could be made to bear upon tier 
1782. nod displa}ed a resolution, ^\Iiicli mnj be compared 
witli the noblest examples of iia\al heroism She 
had lost her foremast and bowspnt her cable was 
either cut or shot nwa\ lu the cflbrt of lioisting 
more sail to get out of the fire, her mom ami mizcn 
masts went overboard, and shc^mnined ns it were a 
hulk upon the T\Qtcr Sustaining the u eight of a 
dreadful fire, to uhich enfedded as she uas her re 
turns were slow and incflcclual, she jet joined the 
rest of the ships at the mouth of the haj and being 
ton*ed off, crcclcil jurv masts and proceeded with 
the fleet An attempt on the part of the Pnglish to 
pursue wis totally incffcctuol Tlicy sustained not 
an^ considerable loss, noluithstandlng the clnscncss 
of the action and the crowdcil situation of the ships 
Their own steady and determined bravery counter 
acted tlic effects of surpnsc and banied the well 
concerted scheme nf the enemy Tliey rcmnlnctl to 
refit and proNidctill the £d of Mar and on approach 
ing the Cape ascertained that Sufiran Imdnmicd 
before them lliougli previous to tin. nrrind of 
Suffrem that settlement, then supposeil of gri'nt im 
portnnee was not in n condilnm to have offered any 
considerable n. i-tmict to the hnd and naval force 
under Meadows nml Joliinlone It uns non nccnuntct! 
vnm to make on it anv attempt \\ hUe tlir I rrnch 
fleet lay at nnrbor hi 1 nl*^ Jln\ it n|n>rarwl not to 
the Comniodorv impn il»K to nnli pn/r of n llect 
of Dutch I jd Indiiimen in '>ahhnhn II »v Suctrss 
dcpcndetl on Ik ing nUt bv Mtqmu. nntl tclmlr to 
pan-ent tlu m from Umg run rdma and liurnl Hie 
end nos pnttv complttth oltomnl n» out of fire 
ship* fi^ir V t'tv Hxiiixd ^^lc ( « mm'vl irr m IJf 
onn "Uh the pn c» oi d m jU of ll < fr«..‘ilvr 
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returned to Europe ; the rest, together with the BOOK v. 
troops^ proceeded to India. Suffrein, leaving a suffi- ^ . 
cient garrison for tlie piotection of the Cape, Sailed 1782{ 
for the island of Mauritius ; where he augmented the 
French fleet to ten sail of the line, one fifty gun ship, 
and severM fiigates The English on the 2d of Sep- 
tember stopped at the island of Joannai to land and 
lecovtei the sickj who now'’ amounted to a thud pait 
both of the seamen and soldiers They left the is- 
land on the 24th of the same month , w^ere becalmed 
from the 11th of October to the 5th of November, 
at 260 leagues distance from Bombay, they w^ere 
caiTied, by the shiftmg of tlie monsoon, to the cOast 
of Arabia Fehs: ; on the 26th of Novembei anchored 
in Morabat Bay 5 On the 6th of December, the prin- 
cipal ships of w^ar, having on boai d General hleadows 
and Colonel Fullarton wuflr tlie chief part* of the 
troops, proceeded in quest of Admiral Hughes ; the 
remaining ships* and transports wdth part Of tw^o re- 
giments, under the command Of Colonel Humberston 
Mackenzie, left Morabat on the 9th , and arrived at 
Bombay on the 22d of January, 1782. 

The Colonel remained only six days at Bombay, 
w’^hen he re-embarked the men, and set sail for Ma- 
dras On the 9th of Ffebniary, 'at Anjengo, in the 
dominions of the King of ■ Travancoie,-dlaniiing m- 
teUigence reached' him fi om the Coromandel coast ; 
that Hyder Ah had ovet-run'the \Vhole of Carnatic 
with an immense army ; tfiat he threatened Tanjoi'e, 
Mai'awar, Madura, and Tmivelly with destruction 5 
that ho had circumvented and cut oflT two British- 
ai’mies ; that dissension^ impiovidence, and pusillanh 
mity reigned at Madras , and that Fort St. George 
itself was insulted and endangered' To these state- 
ments was added intelhgence, that the French fleet 
were at this 4;ime to assemble off Point 'de Galie 5 

YOL* IT4 r 
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BOOK V and that magaanes for them had ibr some time been 
^ forming at Columbo and, other ports in Ceylon lie 
1782 called fi Council of War when he came to the deter 
mmation, in consequence clucfly of the intelligence 
respecting the Prcnch fleet, rather to attempt n cr 
non on the Malabar side of Hjdcrs dominions, than 
to incur the chances of delay and danger attached to 
the \ 0 } age round to Madras He landed his troops 
amounting to scarcely a thousand men, at Calicut, 
on the 18th of rcbninry wlicrc he joined Afajor 
Abington, and as senior officer assumed the command 
He immediately took the Add proceeded into 
Hyderg temtones dro\c before him the armj which 
was left for the protection of those parts and took 
several forts when, the monsoon approaching he 
returned to Calicut and placed his little army in can 
totimcnts in the month of Ma) 

Hie Prcndi fleet, with a body of land forces, form- 
ing part of the armament nliich under Ihissj nns 
destined to restore the influence of the rrencli in Imho 
left the islands a considerable time after tlic Pnglish 
iwled from Joanna and the Admiral djing on hit 
passage the command dc^oUcd upon M Suffrcin, n 
man of great resource of unweaned mUTpnw and 
in even respect one of the bcH naval commoiidcTH 
whom France hod ever prmlurrd 1110 J nglidi fleet 
dclajed and dispersed bj the weatlicr, innirretl nm 
fidernhlc danger of n vciy unwamnahle niirounler 
and lire Hannibal, n fiftx gun ship In-ing «qinrnlrd 
from the rest in a haze une^poctcdly fmind If 
furrounded the ctuinv, >\iicrc nflrr a fniillos 
though gallant rc^btnnce she was taken Hiel nmch 
fleet omvctl on the Coromandel ma<t In the nmnlli 
of Januarr, and intercrptetl jeicml (touiKi to 

jradras uith grain Sir lulwanl after 

taking Tnncomalec »oi obligid on the b*l day of 
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January to set sail for Madras, being in great want book v. 
of stores'and pioAusions, his ships much decayed, and ^ 
his crews diminished and sick On his arrival at 1732 
Madras, on the 11th of February, he leained that he 
had fortunately escaped the French fleet already upon 
the coast , but still found himself exposed to their 
attack in an open road with only six ships of the line, 
out of condition fiom long service, and almost destitute 
of supplies. By another foitimate chance, (for had 
eitlier squadron fallen in with the Fi’ench, the" most 
fatal consequences might have ensued), the ships 
which earned General IMeadows and his army, con- 
sisting of one seventy-four, one sixty-four, and. one 
fifty gun ship, ariived'the next day in the road; and 
within twenty-four hours SutFrein, with ten ships of- 
thc line, two ships, including the captured Hannibal, 
of fifty guns, SLX frigates, eight transports, and six 
prizes, hove m sight, reconnoitied Madras, and an- 
cliorcd a few miles to windward of the English fleet, 
which with the utmost dihgence was making the ne- 
cessary preparations for action Deceived in-his pio- 
bable expectation of finding Sii Edwaid Hushes ivitli 
only SIX sail of the line, not re-inforced, and of signa- 
lising his amval by so decisive a blon^ as the des- 
truction -of the English fleet, he on the 14th passed 
. Madras in hne of battle to the south wai’d The 

I 

English weighed anchor, and followed On the 15th 
in the evening, the fleets passed each othei, so near, 
as to exchange some shots. On the I6th, the Eng- 
hsh Admiral found an oppoitunity of making a push 
at the French convoy separated fi om the fleet, when 
he retook five of the vessels which had been captured 
on the coast; and a large transport laden with provi- 
sions, ammnmtion, and tioops On the 17th, after a 
vai’iety of movements m which Suffi em still kept the 
weather gage, the two fleets came to action late m the 
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BOOiuV da} , and separated after a short conflict, on the op 
cmr 3 ppjQch of night, when the French steered to wind 
1783. 'rard, and the English to Tnneoranlec 

The French Admiral "proceeded to Porto Novo 
and landed 2000 men * They were soon joined by 
a large detacliment of Hyders onny, under the com 
mand of Tippoo his son, who lindjust been employed 
in inflicting upon theEnglish one of the deepest wounds 
which they hod sustained during the war Colonel 
Brathwaifc, with 100 Europeans, 1500 native troops, 
and 300 cavalry stationed for the purpose of pro- 
tecting Tanjore, lay encamped on thic hanks of tlic 
Coleroon, at a distance of forty miles from the capital 
of that name, exposed Indeed on an open plain but 
apparently secured by the intervention of several large 
and deep nvers, and the distance of the enemy IIU 
position gnre encouragement to Hydcr Tippoo, 
With 10 000 Iiorsc, an equal DiimbCT of infantry 
twenty pieces of cannon, and M Lall}, with lus Eu- 
ropean corps 400 strong surrounded Colonel Broth 
Waite before he had received even n suspiaon of their 
march His flrst cijdco>our n-as to rcadi Tanjore 
or some other place of safety but the superior force 
of the enemy rendered this improcticaible. Tlie next 
resolution nas to moke o brave dcfLucc and seldom 
can the annals of war exhibit a parnllt-l to the firm 
ness and perseverance which he nnd his htlle army 
displnvcd From the IGlh to the 18th of February, 
surrounded on nil sides hr an enemy who outnuni 
bered them twent} to one did thc> witlintanJ Inces 
snnt attacL-i. Tlicy formed thrm^i Uts Into a hollow 
square uith the artillery Inlmpcr^I In the facci 
and the cavnln In the centre llppoo InbounM hr 
the fire of his cannon, to iirodocx a lia*ach m some 
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of the lines, and as often as he fancied that he had BOOK v. 


Chap 


made an impression, urged on his cavalry," by his 

pi-esence, by promises, by threats, by stripes, and the J782. 
slaughter of fugitives with his oivn hand Repeatedly 
they advanced to the charge ; as often were they re- 
pelled by showers of grape-shot and musketry ; when 
the Enghsh cavahy, issuing fi’om the centre, at intei- 
vals suddenly made Iiy disciphned troops, pursued 
theii’ retreat with great execution. After twenty-six 
hours of incessant conflict, when gi’eat numbers of 
the English ai my had fallen, and the rest were worn 
out with wounds and fatigue, Lally, at the head of 
his 400 Europeans, supported by a large body of in- 
fantry, covered on his flanks by cavahy, advanced 
with fixed bayonets to the attack. At this tremen- 
dous appearance, the resolution of the sepoys failed, 
and they were thrown into confusion. The rage of 
barbarians was with difiicidty restrained by the ut- 
most efforts of a civilized commandei. Lally is re- 
ported to have dyed his sword in the blood of several 
of the murderers, before he could draw them off from 
the carnage It is remarkable, notwithstanding the 
dreadful circumstances of this engagement, that out 
of twenty officers, only one was killed, and eleven 
wounded. And it is but justice to add, that Tippoo 
treated his prisoners, especially the officers and wound- 
ed men, with real attention and humanity. 

The arrival of so important an ,aid as that of 2000 
Frenchmen, augmented to an alarming degree the 
army of Tippoo Cuddalore yielded to their united 
force on the 3d of April, and afforded a convenient 
station both naval and military for the French. In 
the mean time Sm Edward Hughes left Trmcomalee, 
having effected the most necessary repaii’s, a!nd ar- 
rived at Madras on the 12th -of March Towai’ds 
the end of that month, the French Admiral slipped 
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BOOKV fham Porto Novo hearing’ that a fleet of Etigluh 
( car 5 arrived upon the coast As soon as 

1782 lus departure was known at Madras, Sir Edward 
Hughes got under ^leigh but had not lost sight of 
the flag staff of the fort, when he fell in with the 
fleet, of nliich the French n ere in quest consisting 
of seven Tndiamen and two line of battle ships hov 
ing a kings regiment on lioard He ordered the 
men of war to join him, and proceeded to land a re 
inforccmcDt and stores for the (;timson at TnnCTv 
malcc. His poher was to avoid on engagement till 
this service was performed, SulTrcin on the other 
hand whose crows were sicklr, and his provi ions 
sicanng low, mis eager to figlit The tno fleets 
came in sight on the 8th of A|ml but the Fnglish 
Admiral iu.Id on his course and the Ircnch folfowctf 
during tlial and the three luccccding clop niton, 
hanng niadc the const of Cc> Ion about fiflocn Icngues 
to uindward of Tnncomolec thcPnghdi bore nuav 
for it dunng the night Hus nppoms to lm\c bctii 
the opportunity for which Suffrcin ims in uait for 
ha^^ng gained the wind of the bnglish squndmn lit 
was seen on the morning of the 1 2th cron ding all the 
mH v> Inch he could cam in purMiit v lult lh( 1 ngli h 
w(Mn>soalonTungIj'cdosc upon alee sliort that om. ofthc 
ships nctuallj touched the ground A >cTrrr conflict 
ensued In ulndi the Intrepid resolution of the 1 ng 
Ii h again countcriiainncrd the riivadiantagi’i of tin ir 
pituntion and the fleet* nfltr suflVnng in marlv on 
equal degree nirc parti-d hr the flight So mucli 
ncre Itoth dl^nblrd thnt tlicA lav Hr x-ven tlnvs 
within random '■hot onlv ti* pnjKUv tlumHlrci to 
sail and ritind the I n„liili to TnocomaJcr th( 

I rcti h to the Dutch hariwir of Hattneolo niilioul 
on cilln r ^lde nltemf tin^ to renew the cngngrmnit 
Tlie J ndi'h amir nho liaJ now some 
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Opoatioii'i of Jlifdu and ihc Englidi. 

inontlis in cantonments, took the field on the 17th of book v 
Apiil Tlie object fnst in contemplation was to re- ^ 
lieve Permacoil; hut on amving at Carangoly, the J7S2. 
General found it alieady sunendered On tlie 24th 
the army encamped near Wandewash, on the very 
spot on wliicli Sir Eyre Cootc defeated the French 
General Lally in 1760, The general oiders boasted 
of the wetory, and a double batta was issued to tlie 
troops ; but on the next day, on account of water, 
tlie position was shifted to the other side of the fort 
Hyder and Ins Ficncli auxiliaries lay encamped oh a 
strong post, on the red hdls near Paimaooil, from 
which, on the approach of the English, they lemoved 
to another in the neighbourhood of Kellmoor. As 
the magazines of Hyder were deposited in the strong 
fort of Aniee, Sir Eyie concluded that a inai’ch upon 
that place would draw the enemy to its assistance, 
and afford the opportunity of a battle. He encamped 
on the 1st of June within three miles of the places 
and Hyder, passing over a space of forty-three nules 
in two days, took up his head-quarteis at Chittapet, 
on the evening of the same day. Befoie the dawn 
of the following morning, the English army were in 
motion toward Arnee , but with the first of the bght, 
a heavy cannonade was opened on their rear. The 
troops came tmee to the right about, and the baggage 
was brought twice through the files, befoie it was 
possible to discover whence the firing proceeded A 
Council, which was called, and dehberated m gi eat 
uncertainty, agi’eed in opinion, that an, attack was 
to be expected on the rear, and the army was imme- 
diately drawn up to receive it. The enemy’s horse, 
m the mean time, occupied the circumjacent giounds, 
more elevated than the low spot which was occupied 
V by the English, and considerably galled them , while 
Hyder, dexterously detaching a diyision of his army 

1 
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Sir JEjfrt Coote 

' under Tippoo, earned off the treasure from Amee, 
_^ve instructions to the commandant, and ranforced 
the gomson Hanng accomplished his object, he 
retired as the English advanced ond one of his guns 
and 0 tumbnl which etucl. in the bed of the rircr 
were the only trophies of the day Deeming it rnm 
to attempt the reduction of Amec, the English on 
the 7th ucre considerably ndmnoed on tlieir march 
Jwck to IVIadras, when a regiment of European ca 
volry, which Sir Eyro Coole called his grand guard, 
were drawn into on ambuscade, and either killed or 
taken prisoners. After attempting Without success 
to lend the enemy into a similar snare near ^7ande- 
Wash, on the 9th, the General proceeded on his 
march, and on the 20lh amred nt Madras. 

On the 29th of that month by a letter from the 
Goremor General to Ij^rd Macartney, the conclusion 
of peace with the Mohrattos was announced nt Mn 
dnis Sir Eyre Coote, as solely invested with tJio 
power of war and pence, of his own authority, and 
Without consulting the Goicmor and Counal of i'Fa 
dms, proposed to Ilydcr, or rather summoned him, 
to accede to the treaty concluded between the I ng 
luh nod the hlaJinittas to restore all tlic forts which 
lie Iiad taken, and within six months to cniciiato 
Carnatic othemw the arms of the ^lahratlas 
would Iicjoiacd to tho c of the I ngkdi in order to 
dix-'Ufc him Lord Mnrartnev alarmed at so danng 

nn nsMimption of (lie whnji j>owcr of the Presidency 
H nccuwxl of ImvJng diverted llie mind of llyder 
from peace by tenddog him to doubt the vaJuhtr of 
any agriTment with the Ccneml, in which the To. 
remor and Council had not a part * Put llyder too 
Will hnew the |»ohtK^ of India to rreeire gnat addi 
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deceived Hyder. 

tion to his apprehensions from the tlireats of the BOOK v. 
General; and was too well acquainted with the 
intrigues of Madras to receive new lights from the J782. 
communication, even if it had been made, which was ^ 
thus impute'd to Lord IMacartney. To retain the 
negotiation more completely independent of the civil 
authority, the General moved from Madras, on the 
1st of July, and lessened his distance from Hydei*. 

Sir Eyre was a most unequal match for the Mysorean, 
in the arts of diplomacy, and allowed himself to be 
duped. Hyder amused Iiim in tlie neiglibourhood of 
Wandewash, till tlie army had wholly consumed not 
only their own lice, but also that of tlie garrison ; 
and till he had completely arranged mth the French 
Admiral a plan of combined operations for the reduc- 
tion of Negapatnam. He then demanded a little time 
for delibeiation, and, suddenly, withdrawing his va- 
keel, left the General in total darkness with regard 
to his designs. 

Sir Eyre Coote was obliged to retum to Madras ; 
and good fortune alone defeated the train which was 
laid for the reduction of Negapatnam. Suffrein, in 
sailmg to Negapatam, was- descried by the English 
fleet, and in spite of every attempt to gain the road 
without fighting, was by the skilful movements of 
the Adhiiral constrained tp venture a battle. After 
refitting at Ceylon, both fleets had returned to the 
coast about the end of June, the French to the port 
of Cuddalore, the English to that of Negapatnam. 
Weighing anchor about three in the afternoon on the 
3d of July, the Enghsh Admiral steered in a south- 
erly direction in order to gain the wind pf the enemy, 
and about 11 o’clock on the following day the action 
commenced. It was close. Warm, -and general. Af- 
ter an hour and a half, during which the fire had 
been equally well maintained on both sides, the 

9 



'Sis Operattom of Siifrart 

BOOK \ French line appeared to be ^tting into disorder 
^ and the English bf^n to cheer thcmsclics with the 
1782. hopes of a speedy and glonous nctorj* when a sud 
don alteration in the ^ind disturbed tlicir order of 
battle, afforded nn opportunity to Suffrcin of nbich 
he dexterously nsaded himself, to form n llneiMlh 
those ships nluch had suffered tbc least, for corcring 
the disabled part of Ins fleet, and induced the Eng 
hsh Admiral- to collect his scnttcrcd ships At tlic 
approach of evening he cast anchor bcluccn Nega* 
patnam and Nogorc * The Frendi, hn\ing passed 
the night about three leagues to leeward, proceeded 
the next momiog to Cuddalorc and the English 
fleet though it saw them, was too much disabletl to 
pursue! *1^0 English Admmal after remaining n 
fortnight at Xcgapatnm nm\cd fit illndnw on the 
20th 10 order to refit. In the mean time Suffn in 
had proceeded mtli cliaraclcnstlc nctnit), n quality 
m which he was never surpassed, in preparing hli 
fleet for sea *at Cuddalorc He was n man, that 
SI hen the exigency rcf|uired would work for dox 
like a ships carpenter, in his shirt lie vi ited the 
houses and buildings at Cuddalort and for uanl of 
other timber, had the beams u Inch suited his jnjrpo>c 
taken out To some of liis offirtr* uho rti>n.--entc<I 
to him the shatteTCil condition nf hn ^Inp^ the 
alarming deficiency of hh i.tore> the iinjtcrtHniniti of 
supplMog lus \Nn«ts iu a de^olatctl part of Indn and 
the nccevut} of rcpninn^ to U:e i lamb to refit the 
uholc ^alue he rcpluxl of the hips uas tnrial in 
comparison with the object ithicli hr vai commis 
^lonctl to nltTin and the oemn ^lJnlllll I>e his har 
bour till he foundap!-ce in India to rcjiair Ihctn On 

* It h MiJ I'ut r 1*^ 1 rrwh I i t r It »1 p »tfvV 
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tlie 5th of August, the Govei noi of Fort St Geoj’ge book v 
was infoimed, that the Fiench fleet was already not ^ 
only prepaied foi sea, but had actually sailed to the 1782. 
southward on the 1st of the month , that the first 
dhdsion of the Fiench leinfoi cements expected from 
Europe M'^as actually ai rived at Point de GaUe; and 
that the second, ivith Bussy himself, was daily ex- 
pected. Greatly alarmed foi the fate of Trmcomalee, 
and even of Negapatam, the President and Com- 
mittee deemed it requisite to quicken the preparations 
of the Admiral, wliose actiinty equalled not Ins cou- 
rage and seamanship, by a letter, m which they 
diew his attention to this intelligence, and to the 
danger which eveiy day was incuried, while an , 

enemy’s fleet kept the sea, without a Biitish to op- 
pose it. The jealousy of the Admiial was acute , of 
the time for safling, he leplied, that he was the judge; 
that he was not responsible for his conduct to the 
government of Madras , and that he should proceed 
to sea with his IMajesty’s squadion under Ins com- 
mand, as soon as it was fit for service ’ He did not 
proceed to sea before the 20th of August , when he 
sailed to Timcomalee, and found it abeady in the 
hands of the enemy. Suifiein, aftei’ pioceeding to 
Point de GaUe, wlieie he was joined by the reinfoi ce- 
ments from Europe and two ships of the hne, anchoi- 
ed in Trmcomalee Bay on the 25th, landed the 
troops befoie day the next morning , opened the bat- 
teries on the 29th , silenced those of the gamson be- 
fore night, and summoned the place 'the following ^ 
morning Eager to anticipate the anival of the.Eng- 
hsh'fleet, Suffrein offeied the most honouiable teims. 

The foitsweie surrendered on the last of the month, 

and Hughes arrived on the 2d of September. 

* 

1 Barrow’s Life of Lord Macartney, i 1522 
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BOOK \ Eariy on tfie following morning the French fleet 
^ proceeded to seaj when the English were eager to 
J7S2. redeem by a victory the loss of Tnncoin£Jee. The 
French had twelve, the English eleven sail of thp 
hue, the French had four ships of fifty gnns, the 
English only onc« The bottle b<^iin between two 
and three in the afternoon, and soon became gcneraL 
After raging for three hours with great fury in every 
part of the lino the darkness of the night at last 
terminated one of the best fought actions then re 
corded in thcnnnalsof naval wprfarc Tlic exertions 
of Suffrein himself were remarkable, for he was lU se- 
conded by his captains, of whom ho broke no fewer 
than BIX, immediately after the cngagcmenL lor 
timatcly for the French fleet they had the island of 
Tnncomaloc at Iwnd, to receive tlicm but in crowd- 
ing into it in the dnik one of them struck upon the 
rocks, and was lost and two others were so much 
disabled that ten days dapsed before thej u cre able 
to enter the harlwur SuDTrein then described them 
ns presents wliidi he had received from the British 
Admiral , who, regarding the proximity of Tnneo- 
tnolce as n bar io all attempts, ond flndmg lus am 
mtmiUon short, immcduitcly after tlic battle pro- 
ceeded to iVIodnis 

riydcr,upoo the disappointment of hi< plan ogaiiut 
Ncgapalam by the rencounter Iictwccn the I rcnch 
ami I Dglish fleets returned upon hli steps and pro- 
ceeded tosnird li is magazine nl Amec Upon the 
return of the Fngbdi onuy to IModra^ n plan bad 
been concerted for tlic rreovtr) ofCmlJalore IIk? 
return indeed of ilvclcr b) nhmmng tbc (rcncrol 
for Uu* safety of \\ondcwn‘b made him widi to 
lessen ratlHT Uian increase Ins dntoncr from tlist 
fort but after n dnvsmarcb bavinj, learned tliat 
Hydir Iiad pa ci! llw nrtr Amre be proccidci! m 
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Slate of the Engh^h Prcsidenc)/. 

the direction of Cuddalore, and on the 6th of Sep- BOOKv', 
tember encamped on the red hills of Pondlche^r^^ 
Intelligence, here received, of the fall of Tincomalee, 1782* 
of another action between the fleets, and of the in- 
tention of the British Admiral to return to Madras, 
induced the General who had sustained a second pa- 
ralytic attack, to return to the same place with the 
army. 

The Presidency were thrown into the utmost agi- 
tation and alarm by an unexpected event ; the re-‘ 
fusal of the Admiral to co-operate in the enterprise 
against Cuddalore , and the declaration of his in- 
tention to proceed to Bombay and leave the coast 
during the ensuing monsoon. If the coast were lefb^ 
unprotected by a British fleet, while' the harbour of 
Trincomalee enabled the enemy to remain, and while 
Hyder was nearly undisputed master of Caniatic, 
nothing less was threatened than the extirpation of 
the English from that quarter of India. Beside these 
important considerations, the Council piessed upon’ 
the mind of the Admiral, the situation of the Presi- 
dency in regard to food : that their entire depen- 
dance rested upon the supplies which might arrive 
by sea ; that the stock in the wai Chouses did not ex- 
ceed 30,000 bags , that the quantity afloat in the 
roads amounted but to as much more, which the , 
number of boats demanded for the daily service of 
his squadron had depnved them of the means of 
landing , that the monthly consumption was 50,000 
bags at the least' , and that, if the vessels on which 
they depended for their supply were intercepted, 

(such Would be the certain consequence of a French 
fleet without an English upon the coast,) nothing less 
than famine was placed before then* eyes. The 
Admiral was reminded that he had remained in 
safety upon the coast during the easterly monsoon of 
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^OK V the former year, and might still undonhlcdly find 
^ some harbour to afford him shelter A letter too 
J782 TTas receded express from Bengal stating that Sfr 
Ilitchic, the manne sun c) or, would undertake to 
conduct his Miyestjs ships to n safe anchorage m 
in the mouth of tJie Bengal n\’cr And it "was 
knorni that Sir Riclianl Bickcrton •mtli a rc-inforcc- 
ment of fire sad of the line from England, hod ol 
road} touched at Bombay, and v os on his i>'ayToond 
for IMadras 

The Admiral remained deaf to all expostulations 
In the mean time intelligence was recured that the 
CDomr were prepanng to attack Negapatam The 
President hod alrcadr prc\ ailed upon Sir Eyre Coote 
to send a detachment of JOO men under Colonel 
Eullcrtoa into the southern pronnccs nhich, since 
the defeat of Colonel Bratliwaitc had lam exposed 
(o the ravages of Ilydcr and were now with 

fcaraty and the prospect of famine 
(la)s of the former intdligcncc accounts ncrc re- 
cenod that SCI cntccn sad of the enemy s ficet had 
arn>*cd at Ncgapalam and timt the place n os already 
attacked The most earnest expostulations were still 
addressed to the Admural in ram tind the morning 
oftlic 15th of October cxlnliiting the njipennnicc of 
a storm, the fiect set sail and ilI^apjxTjnd ^^Ie ful 
lowing morning presented n Ireinemlous S|icctndc to 
the wretched inhabitants of Madras several Large 
vessels dn'cn ndiorc others funnden*d at Ihctr an 
cIior> nil the small craft ninounting to ngarly 100 
m numlx-r (ilhcr sunk or slrandc<l and the whole 
of the 30000 lags of net imlncvobly gone Tlie 
ni\agcs of IIvdiTlmd dnvin croudi of the Inhnlu 
InnU from nil parts of the rminlrv to seek rTfiigr at 
Aladra* nhere innlliluJca wen dady |Kn*hing of 
want 1 etnint now raged la all Idi borrow, and tb-* 
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multitude of the dead and the dying* tlireatened to book v 
superadd the cnuIs of pestilence. The bodies of those ^ 

who expired in the streets or the houses without any 1782 . 
one to inter them, were daily collected, and piled in 
carts, to be bpiied in larg*e tienches made for the 
piu’pose out of the toum, to the number, for several 
weeks, of not less, it is said, than twelve or fifteen 
hundred a week. AVliat was done to leraove the 
suffering* inhabitants to the less exhausted pai’ts of the 
country, and to prevent unnecessary consumption, the 
Glovemoi sending away his horses ' and even his sei - 
vants, could only mitigate, and that to a small degree, 
the evils which were endured ^ On the fourth day 
after the departure of Sir Edward Hughes and his 
fleet. Sir Richard Bickerton arnved, with three regi- 
ments of 1,000 each, Sm John Buigoyne’s legiment of 
light horse, amounting to 340, and about 1000 recruits 
raised by the Company, chiefly in Ireland, but as soon 
as Sir Richard was appiized of the motions of Su* 

Hugh, he immediately put to sea, and pioceeded after 
him to Bombay Sir Eyre Coote also, no longei equal 
to the toils of command, set sail for Bengal , and 
General Stuart remained at the head of the army, 
now encamped at Madras, witli piovisions for not 
many days, and then pay six months in an’ear. 

The exclusive power over the mihtary operations, 
which had been entrusted to Coote, and which, 
though it greatly impeded the exertions of the Pi e- 
sident, motives of dehcacy and prudence foibade lum 
to withdraw, belonged, undei no pietext, to General 
Stuart r and the Governor and Council proceeded to 


I The violence of the tendency tlieie was to calumniate Lord Macart- 
ney IS witnessed by the absurd allegations which even found their wav 
mto publications in England, that he kept the gram on board the ships 
to make Ins profit out of its engrossment. See Memoirs of the late War 
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officers and seijeants, affoided by the King of Tan- BOOK V. 
joie; and a proportional tinin of artillery, of which 
however tliey weie obliged, for want of di’aught i7S2. 
bullocks, to leave tlie wliole of the heavy part, and 
one half of the lemainder by the way. They re- 
mained before Ranigurree from tlie 20tlr of Septem- 
ber to the 6th of October. Being deserted in the 
night, it was gairisoned with convalescents, and made 
the centre of a chain of communications After 
taking another fort on the 14th they approached 
Palacatcheny ; and on the 18th, without much 
difficulty, dispersed tlie enemy, who met them at 
aboul tliree miles’ distance fi’om the fort To take 
Palacatcherry, without heavy artillery, was, after 
thi'ee days’ inspection, considered impossible; and 
the army were ordered to march at four o’clock on 
the morning of the 22d, in order to occupy a camp 
at several miles distance, till the battenng cannon 
should arrive. Unfortunately, the officer who con- 
ducted the retreat, instead of putting the line to the 
right about, ordered ‘them to countermarch, which 
threw the baggage and stores to the i ear. Apprized 
of all their motions, the enemy dexterously watched 
them, in a narrow' defile, till all except the rear guard 
and the baggage had passed, wlien the enemy sud- 
denly made an attack, and the whole of the provi- 
sions, and almost all the ammunition, fell into their 
hands It now only remamed for the Enghsh to 
make their retreat to the coast with the greatest ex- 
pedition. They were attacked from eveiy thicket ; 
exceedingly harassed both on flanks and rear ; 
during the two first days they hardly tasted food ; 
and on the 18th of November, when they reached 
Ramgurree, the fortifications of which, as well as 
those of Mangaracotah, they blew up, they received 
VOL. RL Q 
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BOOK \ Kmg into tiie pay of the Company, their obedience 
Chap 5 Company, till the penod of their recall, vaa a 

1783 condition necessaiy'and understood Tlmt the King 
rescr\*ed to himself the rcgiilaticm of their intcnor 
economy but, with regard to their opemtaons, gave 
them not so mncli os instructions which were left 
exclusively to the Authohty, for thf service of which 
they were cmployetL The General hanng thought 
fit to deh\cr to the Committee what he called an an 
swer to this declaration, and therein to assert a right 
of judging when he should obey, and when not, re- 
ceived, bj the unanimoos resolution of the Com 
rmttec, a positive order to send no commands or in 
atnictions, except on business ofdlsapbnc or detail 
to any of the Kings or Company s ofiiccrs, without 
the approbation of the Committee To these do- 
dsii-c measures General Stuart nbstamed from any 
direct or declared nsutonce and rather chose to 
thwart the view's of the President and Council hy 
plaang obstadcs in their way Upon their car 
nest application, when (he ncn*s arrived of the 
death of Hyder that the army should march Uie 
Ccncral nflcctcd to disbelieve the Intelligence and 
if it was true, replied, limt (he army would be 
rcadv for action in tlic proper time hen tlio fact 
was o*ccrtoinod and the remonstrances were re 
douhlcd when letters wero daily rccnveil devnhing 
Uic importance of the moment fur sinking a dcdsive 
blow when tlie commanding olTicrr at Inpawn 
sent e\prv>s intelligence tliat the whole of tht, me* 
m\ s camp was in conslcnialion that numlxm hod 
deserted and that in the opinion of the de^crlirs 
tlic whole army if attacked bef>re the nrrjral of 
Tippoo, would immedmteh duland and flv Into their 
own country, the General declaretl tlte omij drfinfnt 
in ctjujpmcnljforinartJnngnt that setiwo of the year 
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TippoO ascends Jus Fatimas Throne. 

- though for upwards of a month he had been receiving 
the strongest representations on the necessity of 
keeping it m readiness for action, with offers of the 
utmost exertions of the government to proidde for 
,that purpose whatever was required. 

Tippoo, in the mean time, had admitted no delay. 
Having reached Colar, where he performed the ac- 
customed ceremonies at the tomb of his father, he 
pursued his course to the main army, which he joined 
between Amee and Velore, about the end of De- 
cember. The address ahd fidelity of the leading 
officers, who concealed the fatal event, had been able 
to preserve some order and obedience among the 
troops till he arrived , when the immediate payment 
of their arrears, and a few popular regulations, firmly 
establislied Tippoo on his father’s throne / Shortly 
after his arrival he was jomed by a French force from 
Cuddalore, consisting of 900 Europeans, 250 CaSrees 
and Topasses, 2,000 sepoys, and twenty-two pieces 
of artiUeiy , while at this time the whole of the Bn- 
tish force in Camatio, capable of taking the field, 
amounted to no more than 2,945 Euiopeans, and 
3.1,545 natives. 

On the 4th of January the army at last took the 
field On the 5th of February they marched On 
the 8th they arrived at Wahdewash, where the 
enemy appeared. On the 13th the General advanced 
and offeied battle ; when the enemy retiied m haste 
and disoider towards the nvei He, Tinthdiew the 
gairison from Wandewash and Caiangoly, which it 
Was held impracticable to maintain ; and blew up the 
'fortifications of liotli. He then marched towards 
Veloie,' and at that place received intelligence that 
Tippoo Saib was retreating from Caniatic, that he 
liad ordeied Ai’cot to be evacuated, and two sides of 
the fort to be destroyed- 
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Ttppoo vnthdrawn from Carnatic 

Tippoo was recalled, not only by the caro of cilab 
lishing his government, but of meeting a formidable 
invasion on the western coast, which liad alrcad} ap- 
proached the witals of his kingdom The English 
army, nhich had been left unobstnictcd on his de- 
parture from Pamand, about the beginning of De- 
cember, proceeded about the end of that raontli, tho 
sepoys by land to Telhchcrry, tho European part, by 
sea, to Mci^ec, about three hundred miles nortJi of 
Panian6 In January General INlathcws, with an 
army under his command, froih Bombay, am\cdnt 
Wci^co, and summoned to his standard the rest of 
the troops on that part of the coast* lie took by 
storm the fort of Onore, and reduced some other 
places of smaller consequence and about the middle 
of tho month with a force consisting of about 1 COO 
Europeans, ciglit battahons of Sepoys and a proper 
tionatc quantity of ortiUcry and Lascars moved 
touard the great pass which Is known h} tfie ap- 
pellation of the Ilussaingurry Ghout Tlic ascent 
consisted of a winding road of about five milw m 
length, defended by bnltcncs or redoubts at every 
turning Tlic army entered tbc pass on the morning 
of the C5Ui and chiefly with the Imvonct enmni 
c\cry thing before them (ill the) rroclietl a strung 
redoubt at tlic tqi df the Clmyt thii apj*caml im 
pregnable but a port^ danibiTing up tbc rock* 
enme round upon It I»chlnd and tbc whole of the 
IW5 was placed in Ihcrr ponrr Tlie next dav they 
nd\*anccd to Ilydcr nogur or Bednort the nrli ra 
pital of one of the most important of all tht de|>cti 
denacs of IMyiorc Tlic) were on their march with 
no inon, than six rounds of animunhion for carh 
man when an Englidi pn oner arrivrt! with tmns 
from the Covimor and n propcnil to iurmuhT nnt 
only the of UtHlnon, but the cxrtintiy and all its 



hy the liimsion of Bednore, S3i 

dependencies. With the capital, most of the minor BOOK v. 
forts made a ready submission ; but Ananpore, Man- 
galore, and some others, held out. Ananpore, after i783. 
violating two flags of truce, stood the storm, and was 
earned on the 14<th of February. In Mangalore, a 
breach being effected, the commander^ unable to pre- 
vail upon his people to maintain the defence, was ob- 
liged to suiTender. .In these transactions, particu- 
larly in the reduction of Onore and Ananpore, the 
English army have been accused of a barbarity un- 
usual at the hands of a civilized foe. It appears not, 
however, that quarter, when asked, was refused ; but 
orders were given to shed the blood of eveiy man 
who was taken under arms, and some of the officeis 
were reprimanded for not seeing those orders rigidly 
executed.^ After the acquisition of Mangalore, the 
General, with a portion of the army, leturned to Bed- 
noie, where the flames of discord were kindled by 
pretensions to the spoil. A vast treasure, amounting 
to eighty-one lacs of pagodas, 801,000/, besides a 
quantity of jewels, was understood to have been 
found in Bednore Of this, though the aimy was in 
the greatest distress for want of money, having re- 
ceived no pay for twelve months, some of the troops 
for a longer time, the General positively lefused to 
divide any part. The most vehement complaints and 
remonstrances ensued Refiactory proceedings were 
severely, if not aibitrarily punished ; and three of 
the leadmg officers. Colonel Macleod, Colonel Hum- 
berstone, and Maj'or Shaw^ left the army, and, pro- 
ceeding to Bombay, laid their lepresentations before 


1 See Annual Register for 1783 , and A Vindication of the Conduct 
of the English Forces employed in the late War, under the conjmand of 
Bngadier-General hlatthens, against the Nabob Tippoo Sultaun,*' by 
sundry Officers of the Bombay establishment Parliamentary Papers, 
ordered to be punted, llih March, 1791t ^ ' 
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BOOKV the Grovcrnor and CoimdL So flagrant to the Go- 
Cn*r a yernor hjkJ Council did the conduct of £he General 
17h3. appear, that thej guperseded him, and appointed 
Colonel J^Iadcod, the next in rank to take the com- 
mand in his stead Suapiaons of hus rapaat) bloicil 
with •\iolcnce but it ought to be remembered, 
that he lived not to vindicate his own reputation 
and that in arcumslnnccs, sucli ns tho^ in nliich lie 
was placed, suspiaons of ropaatj arc easily raised 
Colonel Maclcod, non Bngadier General, and 
Commander m Chief, returning to the army with the 
two other officers, m the Ranger snow fell in with a 
hlahratta fleet of five vessels off Genah, on tlic 7th 
ofApnL This fleet was not it appear^, appnscd of 
the pence and ^rnclcod, full of impoUence temerity 
and presumption instead of attempting an cxplana 
tioa or submitting to be detained at Gcnali fora few 
days, gave orders to resist The Ranger was taken 
aAcr almost ever} man in the ship was either killct! 
or wounded I^Iajor Shaw was killed, and I\Incleo<l 
and Ilumbcntonc wounded, the latter mortaIl\ He 
died in a few days at GenaJi, in the twcnly*cighlh 
year of his age and w as lamented ns an ofllccr of the 
most exalted prorntre n man, w)io nounshrd Ids 
splnt wTlh the contemplation of anaenl heroes, and 
dcititcd Iil^ hour? to the of the most ah iruse 

sciences connectcil with his profession 

Punng this intcn-nl the forty «ccnnd regiment was 
sent from Bodnort. to kvc some forts lielow tlie 
Ghanti , the arm) was di prwed in detnrhmi-ntf to 
occupy olmwt eserj town and mud fort in the 
country nothing it Is said was dreamt of Imt riclii^s 
intclligenct fortineatlnns and sufm ttner were all 
equallv neglected In tins stale of supine in en>l 
bllilv Tijipoo suddrnl) appearetlon thentli of April 
drove in o dctacJimciu statiomd four miles di tan! at 
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^attiput, seized the town of'Bednore with a consider- BOOK v. 
hble quantity of ammunition neglectfully remammg 
without the magazme; laid siege to the fort, and 1783. 
sent detachments to occupy the Ghauts, and sur- 
rounding country The Enghsh in Bednore were 
then cut off from retreat ;'the fortifications ruinous, 
theirnmmimition expended, their provisions low, and 
their numbers diminishing by disease and fatigue as 
well as the sword. Honourable terms bemg pro- 
mised, they surrendered by capitulation on the 30th 
of April; but instead of bemg sent according to 
agreement to the coast, they were put in irons and 
marched like felons to a dreadftil impiisonment m the 
strong fortresses of Mysore. To apologize for this 
outrage upon the law of even barbarous nations, 

Tippoo charged the English with a violation of the 
articles of capitulation in robbing the public treasure; 
and the suspicions wliich were attached to the cha- 
racter of the General have given curiency to a story 
that he oidered the -baraboO of his palanquin to be 
pierced and fiUed with pagodas. 

After this important success, Tippoo proceeded to 
Mangalore, in which the lemains of the Enghsh army 
collected themselves, with such piovisions as the 
suddenness of the emergency allowed them to pio- 
cure On the possession of Mangalore, the chief 
fortiess and the best harbour of Canara, Tippoo, as 
weU. as liis father, set an extraordinary value On 
the I6th of May a leconnoiteiing pai’ty of his horse 
lappeared on a height near the town On the 20th 
the picquets, on the 23d tlie outposts of the gamson 
weie diiven in, and the investment of the place was 
rendered complete. 

Duiing the maich of Tippoo fiom Cainatic to the 
western side of liis kingdom, and tlie operations 
w'hich piecededhis arrival at hlangalore, the following 
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BOOK V occurrences took place at ]\rndnis As soon as the 
^ General nseertmned the* departure of the cncmj, he 
1783. returned with the army, and on the 120tli of rebniary 
encamped near the Mount. The poUqr of supporting 
the Tnghsh army in Bednorc against the army of 
Tippoo, by strong incur^ons on the southern and 
eastern parts of liis dominions, presented itself, in the 
strongest point of new, to the Goremor and Council 
The army stationed in Tanjorc and tlic soutlicm ]»ro- 
nnees received orders to mardi towards the west 
and to General Stnart it was recommended to mardi 
upon Uppoos frontier m tlic direction of Vcloro 
Any such movement he declared to be impossible , 
and while the nnn^ remained inactive, SulTrcin, 
whom the Bntish fleet had not yet returned to op- 
pose found no difficulty in landing Bussy, with a re?- 
inforcement of Trench troops at CuddnJorc. It was 
on object of great importance to recover possession of 
that place Iicforc tlio works should be strcngtlicncd, 
and the armv of Tippoo, with the Frcndi troops 
wljidi were with him, should be able to return To 
all tho expostulations of the Go\cmor and Council, 
the General is accused of Imilng rephed, onij liy the 
statement of wants and difficulties o|)rmtmg as 
grounds of dclar About foiirlccti days nHer the time 
flxed upon hj hhnclf that on the 21st of April 
in con*cqucncc of peremptory commands licinnrcltcd 
w^lh the army towards Cuddnlorc Contmn to his 
pletlgc, tlmt lie would not recall to Ins asd^lanrr the 
southern amn without the strongest ncccj'it^ of 
which he cngageil to nppn'C Uic Committee he 
secretly wrote to the Commanding Offirtr tlirre dais 
before his diTiarturr to join him with the grenlc^t 
part of the force under liis cominaniU Br this nlm‘c 
of tlieir confKlcncr the Committfi wrrr mducrtl to 
willidraw thi. ih^crctimiarv i^iwcr o\rr the 5/nillK*fri 
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they had granted at his request. The book v. 
Madras to Cuddalore, about 100 miles, ^ 

’’ performed in twelve days. General 17 $ 3. 
no obstruction either to meet or to fear ; 

• a degi’ee unusually "perfect, supplied with 
uisites for his march ; yet he spent forty 
the road, that is, niarched at the rate of 

n miles £l day, though tiie chance of suc- 
y depended upon dispatch, and the Admiial, 

0 co-operate with the expedition, declaied 
’ not, for want of water and provisions, 
ore Cuddalore tdl the end of June. The 
returned to Madras on the 12th of April, 
to seventeen sail of the line, four fi’igates, 
smaller vessels , and soon after, a fleet of 
•en, and three store ships, with 1,000 re- 
army, arrived under convoy of the Bristol 
, after a naiTOW escape from the squadion 

• 

y arrived at Cuddalore on the 7th of June, 
enemy had afready thrown up, and almost 
considerable works. An attack was to be 
these works on the 13th, in three seveial 
ce ; and ikwas planned to give the signal 
-C guns from a hill. Amid the noise of 
gnal of this description could not be heard ; 

Lacks were made at three several times 
■^b were repulsed ; but the enemy, quitting 
it a pari of their works, which were dex- 
ccupied by a division of the English army, . 
v into consteraation, and withdrew. This 
neai’ly incun ed the rum of the English 
d left sixty-two ofiicers, and 920 men, 
Europeans, either dead or mortally wounded 
. The English lay upon their arms during 
in expectation of an attack, which the 


/ 
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Optratiom of the Imic/i 

BOOK V troop« fatigued and anprotcctcd, would have found 
^ it diflicult to sustain But the spint of Bussv was 
1783 chilled by age and inlinnitica and he restnuned the 
impetuosity of bis olBccrs who confidently predicted 
the destruction of the Bntish army 

On tlic following day Sir Edward Hughes, and 
SufTrein, wlio had foDowed him IVom Tnncomalcc, 
nmved with their respective fleets. The EnglisJj 
remamed at anchor tdl the iGth on the 17th, and 
tno succeeding days, the fleets performed a xTiricly of 
moitmcnts for the puqiosc of gaining or keeping the 
Annd and about four ©clock on the 20th tlicy cn 
gaged. Tlic T nglish consisted of ciglitccn sail the 
Frcndi only of sixteen, and so leak), that most of 
them it was nccessniy to pump during (ho battle 
yet SunVcin by dexterous management rontrired 
in federal instances to place Ino of his vessels ujwn 
one of the Fnghih, of nhich five were but little cn 
gaged Tlic comiratants u ere parted bi mgliU ond 
the next dav the Frcncli Mere nut of '•iglit, but n|K 
pcored at anchor in the road of Porto Novo on (he 
morning of the 22d- The BnlLdi Admiral deeming 
it inexpedient to attack them, onl) ofrero^ latlle and 
(lien made sail for Madras It has been lioth 
sorted nnd denied that SufTrein ucighol, and stood 
nflcT liim but it is certain that he nmvetl at Cud 
dnlorc on the following das Ur immcxliatily pro- 
ceeded (0 land ns man) men ns he could sjmrr from 
the fleet nnd mcamres were conccrtcil l)clwccii him 
nnd Ilu*sy for the ino^l vigorous operations Tlicy 
made a ?nll\ on the 2.1111 srhich uas repulsed liut a 
grand efTort uns pre|tanng fur the 4lh of Julv end 
so much uere the 1 iigh h rtdurcd bv the snnnl by 
Sickness and fatigue (hit thi mint fatal eon ctjurnct-i 
WITT pmliali!'' and feared. Sir lalnard Hughes at 
^Indnjs and the Unit li army cxpo*t.d to SufTrcla 
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Peace hctiveen the English and Fiench. 

and Bussy at Cuddalore, presented a dismal prospect book 
to the imaginations of the Governor and Council ; ^ 

when mtelhgence was received of the signature m 1733. 
Europe of a treaty of peace between the English and 
French. It was immediately Tesolved, though official 
inteihgence had not yet arrived, to send a flag of 
truce to Bussy, recommending an immediate cessa- 
tion of arms * To this proposal the French com- 
mander acceded, with less difficulty than might have 
been expected. Bussy even consented ' to invite 
Tippoo to a participation in the peace, and to send 
positive ordei’s to the French troops to retire im- 
medid,tely from his service. 

Upon the evacuation of Carnatic by Tippoo, the ' 
occasion was not omitted of making to him an over- 
ture of peace by means of a Biahmen, in the confi- 
dence of the King of Tanjore. A favourable answer 
was remitted ; but a point of etiquette, for which the 
Governor was a gi’eat stickler, leading to another on 
the part of Tippoo, broke off the negotiation To the 
application from, Bussy, however, an answer was re- 
turned m little more than a month, offering peace 
upon certain conditions, and expiessing a desire to 
send two ambassadors 'to Madras Upon the arrival 
of the vakeels it appeared that a peace, upon the 
basis of a mutual restitution of conquests, might 
easdy be made , and for the acceleration of so desir- 
able an event, especially on "account of the prisoners, 
to whose feehngs, and even lives, a few weeks were of 
importance, it was deemed expedient to send three 
commissioners along with Tippoo’s vakeels, to expe- 
dite on the spot the busmess of negotiation. 

Measures, in the mean time, were pursued for 
creating a diveision in favour of the detachment 
besieged in Mangalore. The two divisions of the 
aimy which were stationed for the protection, the 
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BOOK V one of the northern, the other of the southern pro- 
- Vinces, were reinforced nnd instructed to tlireaten or 

J783. attnek the enemy in that part of his dommions to 
which they approached. ITio division in the so\ith 
wns, m the opinion of Colonel Fullarton, by whom it 
was commanded, augmented sufEacntly to penetrate 
into the very heart of Mjrsorc, nnd possibly to attack 
the capital itself 

Amid these proceedings, the contention* wlucliprc- 
vafled between the heads of tlic dvil and mihtnrj 
departments were hastening to a decision Along 
With the flag of truce which wns forwarded to tlic 
French, it was resolved in the Committee to serd 
orders for the recall of General Stuart to (he Prcsi 
denqy ns well because they could not depend upon 
his obedience, as because they dceniwl it ncccs*ar} to 
bear the account wlilcli be might render of his con 
duct Aflcr a temporary neglect of the commands 
of iJic Committee, the General thought proper to 
IcrtNcthcarmy nnd proceed to Madras ^\bc^c su}>cr 
Ecdiog mutual explanations the ciistomar> disputes 
were renened and inflamed Tlic Go\cmornt In'<t 
submitted to the Committee o motion, that Genera! 
Stuart should be dismissed from the Company s per 
\icc In the minute by wbicli this motion uti* in 
troduced, the miFConduct of the Ccneml In the rxjH 
dition to Cuddalorc nnd the nets of ifl^otH’difiire 
which were suflidcnt in numiKT ond mngniliiiU to 
imply tlic transfer of nil power Into Ids Iinml^ wi r» 
staled as (he pnnnpal grounds of tlic projK>tt*tl pnv 
cceding to which the votes of the Commilti'O hn 
mediatcl) imparled tiinrunammous sanction Slunrf 
hoi; ever announce*! hi< <lctcnnInatlon to retain (In 
commind of the Kings troops and Sir JnJm llur 
grrme m wJiom ns second m rani (!jl nmiman I 
would dt voire ffitmiated his itittfilioti to thr 
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BOOK V orctimstancc, deserves to be stated It was impossl- 
^ We to approach no near tho fort as to deferroinc with 
1783 precision the most advantageous point of ntta(;L One 
spy explained the circumstances of the place to the 
Commanding O/Kcer, and another to the Ac^utant' 
General Ihich of these officers drew a plan from 
the description which he himself had received and 
they -comadod so exactly both with one another, and 
with the facts, that a body of troops marched in a 
dark night, crossed a n\cr, nhd occupied a strong 
position nithin 400 yards of the fort, where the bat- 
teries were constructed which cflcctcd the breach 
Tho accuracy with which the Indian spies convey the 
idea of a fort even by verbal commumcalion, and 
still more by models mode of clay is represented as 
not furpnsing only, but almost jncrcdiWc The 
orders whicli General Stuart, unknown to tlic Com- 
mittee, dispatched to the southern army, stopped 
them at this point in their career of conqocst and 
(hey iicre withm three miles of his camp when they 
rocci\cd intelligence that hostilities with the French 
had ceased and (liat nn armistice was concluded with 
Tippoo In the interval Colonel Fullarton had pro- 
ccciied v\ilh great activity in restoring obedience and 
order in I'lndura and 'Pnb oily in which dunng the 
distress of (he Madras government almost all the 
Foljgars had revolted. According to 1 ullarton the 
managimcnt of (he province by the Company's and 
tlic Nabobs wnontsliad l»ccn corrupt and oppressive 
and lienee pregnant with disonler in the extreme 
One inplc Lxccptioii he produces, iNfahomed Issoof 
Khnn Wlnle he ruled UiC'C pros iitcc< Ins ss hole 
ndministntlon denoted vigour and cHccl his justice 
was unqurstioucil his word unallcralile his mtnsurcs 
wen lianuU comhintslnm! fimilrcxrcutctl, llicguiltr 
liad no rtfuge from punnhuicot On com|anng** 

1 
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BOOK V smit rob, the nnny reached Palocatchcny on the 
^ 4th of November Thej immedmtclj commenced 
1783 and earned on their operations with great ngour 
but the strength of the place, and the active resist 
nnee of the gnmson, threatened them with a tedious 
siege On the ItJth, two battenea were opened and 
before sun set tlie defences of the enemy were so 
much unpaired, that their fire was considerably 
abated At night Captain hlaitlnnd took advantage 
of a heavy nun to dnve the enemy from the emert 
way, and to pursue them wiUiin tlic first gntcmiy, 
to the second Jlcrc he was stopped, but gallantly 
defended himself, till additional troops om\ cd n hen 
the enemy, alarmed by the idea of a general assault, 
called out for quarter and put the rngh*-!! in po«<cs- 
ffion of the fort The army then marclietl to Comilie- 
tore, uhidi they reached on the 2Clh of Nortmlicr 
and which surrcndcrcil before the) tfrected a breach 
Tlic) had non the conquest of Scnngajiatani and 
the entire subversion of tlie power of Tipiioo full in 
their view Tlie brave gnmson of I\Inngalorc had 
long bafiled his whole ami) which Imd 
scvcrcl) by a |»cn«>cranco in the siege during the 
wliolc of the rains A chain of connected op<nitioin 
could now lie camcil on by the army of Colonel "Mn 
dcod on the western coast and llmt of I ullartnn in 
till, soutli Tlie ami) of the north was acting In 
Cudapali, in which ond the ncigliliounng provinces 
the power of Tippoo was ill olahluhctl /Vll the 
pelt) pnnees on the western const were su|ipo*rtl 
ready to shake off their elqtendnnre ITir ro-ope 
ration was confidently expertcti of the Ilinihi inhn 
bitants of IMyjori of whom tin Ilralimms wen In 
corre^poadt nee willi the rmjhih I idhrt^m hml 
providcil Ins army with tm dn\s gram rrjuimd tin* 
carriiges nnd madi mrr arran.^i'mmt fir pushing 
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forward to Senngapatam, with nothing but victory 
sparkhng in his eye, when he received, on the 28th 
of November, commands from the Commissioners, 
appointed to treat with Tjppoo, to restore imme- 
diately all posts, forts, and countnes, lately reduced, 
and to retire within the limits' occupied on the 26th 
of July. He had made some progress in the exe- 
cution of these commands, when he received, on the 
26th of January, directions to re-assemble the army, 
and prepare for a renewal of the war. 

The negotiators whom the President and Council 
had dispatched to the presence of Tippoo, for the 
purpose of accelerating the conclusion of peace, had 
not -attained them object witliout many difficulties 
and considerable delay. Scarcely had they entered 
the tenitory of the enemy, when they were required, 
and almost comnlanded, to surrender Mangalore, 
wliich they regarded as the chief security for the 
lives and restoration of the English prisoners in the 
hands of Tippoo On their approach to Seiingapatam 
they were made acquainted with the intention to 
conduct them to Mangalore No communication 
was allowed between them and their unfortuUate 
countrymen, when they passed Bangalore and other 
places in which they were confined Their letters, 
both to audfio, were intercepted. Upon complain- 
ing they were informed, that Colonel EuUarton, not- 
withstanding the commencement of their mission for 
peace, had taken and plundeied the forts of Pala- 
catcheny and Coimbetore. Not aware that the pro- 
ceedings of Fullaiton weie justified by the intelligence 
which he had received of Tippoo’s breach of faith to 
the garrison at INIangalore, they sent their commands 
to that officei to restore the places, which, since the 
date of their commission, had fallen into liis hands. 
After a tedious and haiassing jouiney, through a 
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Oprraliont of Tippvo 

iiOOK\ country almost impassable, in sc 

^ attendants and cattle actually penshed, 
1783 Tippoo at iNfangalorc, x\hcrc he Iiad nos 
jear, and a conaidcrnldc portion of bis n 
The force \nth which in the month of 
preceding rear, he invested I^Iangalorc 
GO 000 horse 30,000 distaphned sepo)"* 
infontrj, under the command of Colons 
Lallys corps of Europeans and natuc- 
troop of dismounted cavalry, commnndc< 
ccr of the King of Ernnee, irregular tr 
amount of mnn> thousands and nearly c 
pieces of andlcrv Tlic Bntish gamson 
Cog Europeans, including ofTiccrs and 
troops, Ixssidcs pioneers jind camp foUo' 
operations of Uic cncmj proceeded wit 
ortiv it> timl on llic C7th of Mn> tlicv hai 
eleven cmlirasure^ which the English mn 
to dcstrov, hut were repulsed On llie 
stones some of them v\ci;,lun„ 150 pound 
lx? thrown by mortars into tin? town ^ 
tlicv lighted upon soil earth, tlic) huned 
witliout mischief ^^lcn they ftll upon h 
laid them open, where no mnltnals couli 
rcjiair them to nil the inclcmcnc) of the 
M lien tbtr fell ujKjn a substance banlcr i 
fclrrs tbej wert dn hwl mlo a thousand j 
even the n numb and loeemtions v\ Inch v cr 
bv ll c ijilmters juaivrd jx'cuharl^ fatal 1 
j<T*on surviving who nvcivesl them 

1 rom bal^-nirv i-recletl on the norlli tin 
iht oiilh n henvv fire was con lanllv n 
the fixbk fiirti'lcfllions on the nrrtlM m 
cntmlrdi nnntUd on 1 )il 1th of June; 
*a pn<'ticahk hrx wh was c/Tcilril in ihf 
the Ln^bsh t^pvaailv ai a flat, of truce h; 
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amuisl Maimaloie. 

C* O 

jccted, looked for an immediate assault In th6 BOOK v. 
meantime tliey icpulsed with the bayonet lepeated ^ 
attacks on tlie batteiies wliicli they had elected witli- 1783. 
out tlie fortiess, lepeatedly silenced tlie batteiies of 
the enemy, and spiked then guns, nliich weie as 
often expeditiously icpaiicd. Masked batteries were 
opened, and the appioaclies of tlie enemy brought so 
near, that they tliiew fascines on the co^ercd wa}’’, 
and edge of the glacis. On the 4th of July, the 
assault was undertaken /V bod}’’ of troops, armed 
with knives, of the shape of pruning hooks, two feet 
long, and with spears mounted on light bamboos of 
a prodigious lenglli, rushed into a tonnr on the left 
of the eastern gate, ivhilc the line marched forwaid 
to suppoit them The enterprise did not succeed 
The assaulting pai ty n ere so v. armly 1 cccived, that 
they u ere soon disposed to icticat On the 6th a 
geneial attack was made on the noitheni covered 
■way, which, though very fieice and obstinate, was 
also repulsed The ganison were now obliged to. 
defend themselves from almost daily attempts to 
penetrate into the fOrt, •^hile they severely suffered 
both from scaicity and disease. At last intelhgence 
ai lived of the peace between Trance and England, 
with the ordeis of Bussy to the French to co-operate 
no longer in the hostihties of Tippoo The French 
envoy made some effoi ts to effect a pacification , but 
even during the suspensions of hostilities, which weie 
frequently terminated, and frequently renewed, Tippoo 
continued his opeiations A trait of Indian huma- 
" mty ought not to be forgotten During the pi ogress 
of hostihties, and especially after the prospect - of 
peace, the enemy’s centinels in many instances beck- , 

oned to the men to get under cbver, and avoid them 
file, a generosity which, the Enghsh weie well dis- 
posed to return. At last, aftei a long and inti icate 

2 
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V correspondence* a cessation of hostilities, including 
the garrisons of Onorc * and Canrar, was concluded 
1783 on tlie 2d of August Of this agreoment one im 
portant conthtion wis, tliat the English gamson 
should three times a Treck be furnished mth a plcn 
tiful market of pipnsions, at the rates of Tippoo’s 
camp, Thu was evaded, and pnccs were daily, in 
sudi a manner, merensed, that a fowl was sold at 
aght, and even twelve rupees and other things in a 
like proportion. At last the market nns wholly cut 
oIT, and horse flesb, frogs, snakes, ravenous birds, 
kites, rats, and mice, were greedily consumed Even 
jackals, devouring tlic bodies of the dead, were eagerly 
shot at for food. The garrison had suflered these 
ools mtli uncommon perseverance, v.hcn a squadron 
appeared on the 22d of November, mth a consider 
ohlc army under General I^Iadcod, Instead of lond 
mg the General, by means of liu secretary, camctl 
on a tedious n€gotiation ^nlh Tippoo and having 
stipulated that provisions for one month should be 
admitted into the fortress, set sail ^^^Ul tlie reinforce- 
ment on the 1st of December Even tbu supply 
was drawn from dnmogcil stores liought from a naw 
agent, and of the beef and pork, not one !n tnent) 
pieces could he eaten c\cn by the Ougt, Anothir 
visit, willi a similar result was made h} Ctnrnil 
Mnclcod on the Slst of Dcccmlicr Tlie desertion 
of the Kpoy< and the mutiny of the Furopcan^ wvn. 
novi dailv npprcliendctl Iwcvtlnnls of lltc garrlvin 
n ere sick and the red had scarcely strvngth to sus- 
tain their arms the dcaUis amounted to lisd\L or 
fifteen every daj aad at last, Imviiig tnduml ihi^-c 

I Tet • TTfy ts rmticu iff iW tf Orj-f» •! <1 

• tb crottB^aMlc kttLtj Bf-J I<»t , to, Ij C T fr 
on lUe ccocI^U'O cf Irruj I irlr, i Urt^ul Mc^xft i 111 
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Convntssionc}^ of Negotiation. 

calamities till the 33d of Jaimaiy, the gallant Camp- 
hell, by whom the ganison had been so nobly com- 
manded, offered, on honourable terms, to withdi’aw 
the troops. The Sultan was too eager to put an end 
to a siege which by desertion and death had cost 
liim nearly half his army, to brave the constancy of 
so firm a foe ; and they marched to Tellicheny, with 
arms, accoutrements, and the honours of war. 

The negotiating commissioners, whose journey had 
been purposely retarded, were now allowed to ap- 
proach The injuries which the English had sus- 
tained, since Tippoo had joined in the business of ne- 
gotiation, were such, as in a prouder state of the 
Enghsh mind, would have appeared to call for signal 
retnbution • But the debility and dejection to which 
’ their countrymen wei e now reduced, and their despaii’ 
of resouices to continue the war, impressed the ne- 
gotiators with a very unusual admiration of the ad- 
vantages of peace , and meeting the crafty and de- 
ceitful practices of Tippoo with temper and pei se- 
verance, they succeeded, on the 11th of Maich, 1784*, 
in gainmg his signature to a treaty, by which, on tlie 
general condition of a mutual restitution of conquests, 
peace was obtained ^ 

It is only necessary, further, to relate the manner 
in which the treaty was ratified by the Governor- Ge- 


1 For the narrative of the preceding events, have been explored, and 
confronted. Papers presented to the House of Commons, pursuant to 
their orders of the 9th of February, 1803, regardmg the affairs of the 
Carnatic, vol u , BarrovPs Macartney,' i 109 — 232, Memoirs of the 
late Warm Asia, i 231 — 236, 252 — 286, and 403 — 512 , A View of the 
Enghsh Interests m India, by ^Vllham Fullarton, M P p 68 — 195, 
Annual Eegisler for 1782 and 1783 , the Collection of treaties and En- 
gagements n ith the native Prmces of India , and the Sixth Report of the 
Committee of Secrecy of 1782 The recent narrative of Colonel Wilks, 
drawn up under the advantages of pecuhar knowledge, affords me the 
satisfaction of perceivmg, that there is no material fact which my for- 
mer ^uthonties had not enabled me to state and to comprehend 
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Dfporiment to one c/notAer 

l^)K V neral nnd Counc3 nnd to explain the mode in M'hicli, 

_ _ . during these momentous transaction*, the relations 
178t between the Supreme and Suiwrtbnntc Presidency 
were ninintoined, I^rd ISIacartncv was not onl) of 
superior rank to the ln/,hcst of the Company s ser- 
vants in India but in him was *ct one of the first ex 
nmplcs of ole\nting n servant of the King to n high 
station ip that country nnd of mtcnypliiif, the great 
pnw?a which aninmtcclthe ambition of the individiinls 
rising through the several Mages of the Compan) a 
sen ICC To these causes of jcnlousj were added, 
recommendations and iipunclions which hod Iiccn 
pressed upon so many governors, and which had not 
failed to iniolvcin odium nnd diflicnltics os man^ as 
lind attempted (o o!»cy them recommendations and 
injunctions of peculiar urgency (o correct nhn*cs nnd 
c(Tccl retrenchment* Tliougli the accomplishments 
and talents of LonI Macartney, wluch were not of an 
ordinnn kind, nnd n considcmhlo jiropcn it> to Mim 
glory, might lime nddeil to the Homes of divord tlic 
calmness ofhis tcmjKr his moderation nnd urlmnilN, 
were well calailatcd to nllnv tlicni lit wn* nwnre 
of the *cntiments to which ninong the mcmljcrs of 
the supenor go\cmmcnt In* appearance In India was 
Ukcly to pvc onpn nnd lost no time in imdiai'mir 
ing to overt thejcnloii} which inli.!it nntumllj nH*<r 
lie not onlv ns ured tht ( nvemnr Crncral of tlu 
fcnlim''nts o! esteem nml even of ndnuntimi with 
which nil that he kmw nflii* ndmim tratlon In pind 
liini Itul openl> disclaimml nil design* upotf tin pM 
vemiiiLnl of Ihngnl and tint tin nlijni^ 

Wirt not Indnii to which hi* nmhitn n wn* dm^tctl 
Mr I Ii lull,* met hi* pmfrs inn* wiih imdar pm 
ti^litnn< IkiIIi of |K r oinl rq^anl nnd i f fr 

n>-oj* nil *n I It n! o * xpn ^l hi ri pvt ih it tJic 
iiidJi. me * uf lilt uni>nl of I/^ad ’ lacartnr* fnd not 
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of Hastings and Loid Macartney. 

allowed him the opportunity to furnish to that noble- BOOK v. 
man the explanation of certain acts, by which the ^ 
Supreme Government iiiight appeal to him- to have 
passed beyond the limits of its own proi ince, and to 
have taken upon itself an authority which belonged 
to the Presidency of which he was now at the head. 

Of the acts to which Mr Hastings made allusion, 
one was, tlie treaty, into wliicli, in the beginning «f 
the year 1781, he had entered with the Dutch The 
object of that measure was to obtain, tlirough the 
GoveiTiors of Colombo and Cochin, a inihtaiy force 
to assist in the expulsion of Hydei fiom Cainatic; 
but as these Governors acted under the authoiity of 
the govei nment of Batavia, for w hose sanction there 
was no leisure to wmit, a tempting advantage was re- 
presented as necessary to prevail upon them to mcur 
so unusual a responsibility The negotiation was 
carried on through the medium of the Director of the 
Dutch settlements in Bengal , and it was stipulated 
that for 1000 Euiopean infantry, 200 European ar- 
tillery, and 1000 Malays, who should be paid and 
maintained liy the Company, dunng the penod of 
their service, the province of Tmivelly should be 
ceded to the Dutch, together with the hbeity of 
making conquests in the neighbourhood of Cochin, 
and the exclusive right to the peail fishery on the *- 
whole of the coast south ffom Ramiseram In name 
and ostent, the sovereignty of the Nabob Mahomed 
All was not to be infnnged , and the treaty, framed 
and concluded for him, was to be latified by his sig- 
nature The small value of the cession, and the ex- 
treme dangei of Carnatic, were iiiged as the motives 
to induce compbance on the part both of the Isfabob, 
and of the Piesidcncy of Madi’as The ideas, how- 
- evei, of the Nabob, and of the Presidency of Madras, 
differed very widely from those ' of the Governor- 
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Deportment to one another 

and to strcngtiicn the hands, at so pcnJous n moracnf, 
of the government of Madras, the Supreme Counal 
encouraged his discontent, and laid tlicir exhortations 
upon the Presidency of Mndms, to place thcmseh’c^ 
in hardly any other capacity than tliat of Commis- 
saries to supply his army, ond while thej continued 
responsible for the acts of tlic government, to retain 
with them hardly any otlicr connexion, in no degree to 
possess over tlicm any substantial control As the 
coolness on the part of the Governor-General seemed 
to Macartnc) to increase, and to threaten imravourahle 
consequences whicli it was of the utmost importance 
to avert, he sent to Bengal, In the beginning of the 
year 1782, his confidential secrctarj Mr Staunton, 
in whose judgment and fidelity he placed tlic 
greatest rchancc to cflcct a complete mutual cxpla 
nation and if possible to secure harmony and co- 
operatJoD With this procceihng j\Jr Hastings ex- 
pressed the highest satisfaction, and declared lus 
“ anxious desire to co-opemte with Lord I^fncartney 
firmly and hlxrally for the secunt) of the Carnatic 
for the support of his oulhonlj, and for tlic honour 
of his adniinirtration But even at the time n lien 
he was making these cordial profiHsIon< and on 
tcrtalning i\Ir Staunton with tin higlievt civilities 
in his house he signed os President of tin Su/uxme 
Counal whose voice wtis his own n Kltir to the 
Pn‘>ident and Counal of ^Indras, in which with 
an intimation of n nghl to ermirmnd lliiy sav thrj 
do most earncstlr rccoinmciul that Sir I yn ( ooti % 
wi lies in regard to poHir mav lie gmlifird to their 
fullwt j>ov iblc extent and tint lu. nnr 1*0 allonctl 
nil uni»artiapalrd command orir nil tlic fim'i 
ficting under IlntMli nutfiontv in the Carnatic" 
Tliougli 'Marartnev onmuncrtl bus detcrmirialiou to 
net uiiiUt tlds nmmmtndilion nv if it wen n Irtral 
fommnnd, he vet ih (laved, f-'t In a pnrate Mter 
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MiKonduct of the Naltoh 

BOOK V all praclicnble nirangements for peace, that depen 
^ dant, ambitious and insatiate chief, had sIiowTi aver 
1781 Sion, and in particular n poignant abhorrence of 
Hjdcr All and his son Important os the blessings 
of peace had now become to the cxliaii^cd resources 
of him and the Compon}, he treated mtJi unreserved 
disapprobation the terms of an) treaty ^\hidi, to the 
Prcsidcncj, it seemed practicable to obtain, and 
neither gave his consent nor appearctl to desire to 
become o party to the arrangement nliidi they en- 
deavoured to cfTcct The treaty of 17C9, lu nhicli 
the Nabob os not included as a jMirty, nor hu name 
mentioned, appeared to furnish a prccctlcnt to jiislify 
a treaty in ^ hlch, though his participation >\nsnot 
expressed, his interests were secured. And os it was 
alivilutcl) ncccssar), on behalf of tlic Compon) that 
the Nalrol) should not liavc t!ic poucr of breaking n 
treaU, essential to their interests though b) him 
Molcntl) condcinnc<l it was held a great advantage 
to place It on a foundation indcjicndenh of hi« ^Mll 
Besides, jircvioud) to the negotiation, the Supreme 
Counal Mcrt so for from holding up the Nabob, ns a 
ncccs^ar) and a pnnapal jwirti, that the) did not 
c%*cn direct the communication to him of ihtirin 
ktructions, or lunt the propncti of taking, his ndvirc 
TIic coniplnmt however which on Huh account the 
Nabob had Ixxn in>tigntcd to rni i the Su|»n me 
Council tmtiil non ns n matter of infinitt iin|>ort 
nnce and to I.ord Mocartiic) ihevnpjKnml to lx. 
actuated br n wisli to midtipU the cmlmmi nunls 
of liM ndminl Imtion ( on'Mcniig th ji alinis 
temptT of lijjpoo his di>tru I of tlie I null'll niul hi< 
perjx*lunl apprehension of tmihtn anil dm it, 
Mnenrtnev wan conunerd that to pn tut to him n 
fecund mtifintlon of a lmt\ nh» r tlie fir>l Ind Ikxu 
rtcx.i'«.d as final and com] Kti, luuld onl\ tnr to 
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persuade hinr tliat either on the fir^t or second of BOOK v 
these occasions imposition was practised; and tliat ^ 
liostility sliould anticipate liostile designs The 1784 -. 
danger of sucli a result determined the President to 
brave the resentment of the supeiior government, and 
exonerating his council from responsibihty, he de- 
clared his readiness to submit to suspension, as the 
consequence of liis refusal to obey the orders of the 
governing Board. Tlie situation of iMr Hastings 
liimself became about this time too alarming, howevei, 
to leave him inclination for a stretch of his autliority, 
and the disobedience of LfOrd Macartney was followed 
by no unpleasant result.^ 

* Barrow’s Life of Macnrtnc), 1 , 232 — 238, Papers presented to the 
House of Commons, ut supra. 
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CHAP VI 


Ttnanaal Difficutiies — Campaign oj General God 
dard on the Bombay side of the Mahratia 
Country — Attack on the Bengal side — Peace 
with Scindia — Supreme Court of Judicature — 
Efforts of the Supreme Court to extend Us Ju 
risdiction — Thctr Effects upon Individuals — 
Upon the Collection of the Jletenue — Upon the 
Administration of Justice — Interference of 
Parliament claimed — Granted — The Chief Jus 
tice placed at the Head of the Sudder Duannee 
Adaulut^-Chief Justice recalled — Judicatorial 
and Police Regulations— Provincial Councils 
abolished, and a new Board of Rercenue set up 


BOOK \ AVr return to the c%*cnti which dunnp these jjrcnl 
g. trnnsncUons. had token place in Bcn^ nnd other 
1780 parts of tlic British dominions in Indm 

Before the commencement of tlic wnr with Ilrdcr, 


the finances of the Company in cverj* part of Jinlin 
Iiod become n source of distress, TJjl scanty rcsnurct*^ 
oflkimbny, which seldom equalled the cx|»cnditure 
of a peace establishment, had not c\ cn u iih the su|»- 
phes wludi Imd been sent from Bengal sufiircd to 
save that Prcsidcncj from the neersMtj of dmmin;; 
the diannels of loan, and from sinlinf; in anear so 
dcejdj' even with the pay of the army that the f r 
ncral in the month of Aiipi't 17H0 dcdantl it wn» 
no longer fit to be drpcndctl upon • 1 nn Bcn^Til 


I 5rt L^firf I iL** Ca-xurdtlr* tf IlaliT i) 

HitiA'r^u irCKXSiiitK^j^^rt fiL< Cc-itnin»« t fS ctrtj •! 



Financial Difficulties. 259 

I ^ 

itself, though it had enjoyed entire tranquillity, and BOOK v 
had only contributed to the maintenance of Goddard’s ^ 
army, and to other feeble operations against the 1780. 
Mahrattas, was so colhpletely exhausted, that, in 
August, 1780, the Supreme Council were again re- 
duced to the expedient of contracting debt, and 
before the end of the year, when exertions in favour 
of Carnatic were required, they were obliged to an- 
nounce to the Directors the piobability of a total sus- 
pension of the investment.' 

In the important consultations of the Sdth of Sep- 
tember, 1780, upon the inteUigence of the fatal in’up- 
tion of Hyder, it was resolved, that teims of peace 
should be offered to the ISlahrattas, tin ough the me- 
diation of the Rajah of Berar ; and on the 2d of Oc- 
tober a draught of a treaty was prepaied, according 
to which all conquests made b}'^ the English were to 
be surrendered, with the exception of the fort of 
Gualior, destined for the Rana of Gohud, and of that 
part of Guzerat which had been ceded to Futty Sing 
Guicowar Should the fort of Bassein, however, be 
taken by the English forces, befoi e the final agree- 
ment, it was proposed to cede, in its stead, all the 

p 111, and 112 See also p 89 and 90", with the Appendix, No 256, 
for details of the extreme poverty and necessities of the Presidency, 
necessities,” they say, “ now pressing to a degree never before ex- 
penenced ” 

1 Sixth Report, ut supra, p 101, 102, 103 In a letter to General 
Goddard, under date 20th Apnl, 1780, the Supreme Counal wrote, 

Our resources are no longer equal to the pajonent of your army ’’ In 
another, dated 15th May, they warned the Bombay Presidency against 
any reliance on continued supply from Bengal, “ as neither their re- 
sources, nor the currency of the provinces, would endure a continuance 
of the vast drams,” &c In a minute of the Governor General on the 
28th of August, he said, “ Our expenses have been increasing, our 
means declinmg And it is now a painful dut}' imposed upon me, to pro- 
pose, that ve should again have recourse to the means of supplying onr 
growing wants, by taking up mone} at interest The sura I domot pro- 
pose, because I think it should nht be limited ” 

S 2 
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V territory and revenue which they Imd ncquiccd by 

1, the treaty of Poorunder Of tius draught, a copy, 

1780 with pojvcr of mediation, waa sent to the Bajoh of 
Berar and at the same bmc'letters were wntten to 
Nizam Ah to the Peshwa, to Scmdia, and to the 
Poonah ministers, apprizing them of the terms on 
which the English government was ready and de- 
sirous to conclude a treaty of peace 

On the l6th of October General Goddard, rtnn 
forced by a body of Europeans from Madras, and rc- 
heved from apprclicnsion of Holkar and Scindm by 
intelhgcncc that on attod». would he made upon their 
dommions from the upper provinces of Bengal, put 
the array in motion from Surat The roads were 
stiTl so deep, and the nvera so full that they n cre 
unable to rcadi their ground before Basscin till the 
13th of November From the strength of the place 
and the number of the gamson tlic General deemed 
it ncccssnrj to carry on his operations n ith rrgulantj 
nml caution A batter) of six guns and sue mortar*, 
within nine hundred yards of the fort, nos completed 
on the morning of the SStlu Under co\ cr of its fire 
approaches were earned on to a spot within 500 ) nrds 
of the wall, vhcrc a Imltcry of nine heav) guns uas 
opened on the morning of tlic 9th of Dcceml>cr 
while a hattcjy of twent) mortars l)cgnn toplayujton 
one of the parapet^ On Che morning, of the 10th 
nlicn n practicable breach was nearly cnVctol the 
fort made an offer of surrender, hut in con cfjiicnct. 
of some demur the fire was ^cnc'^ cd and next morning 
the enemy yielded at discretion 

After the reduction of IJa^MMn tla Gincral re 
paired to Bomba) for the jiurjwM. of titling rilh 
the Coinmittoi tlie fiirthi r ojxrntmn^ of tin. annr 
and lliin rtrxaietl int* lli^t iirx of the irni|ition of 
Ilydcrinto Carnatic, niid ihc dotruction of ( olonrl 



' ILxptditiou against the Malirattas. 26l 

Baillie’s -detachment An attack, which might operate BOOK V. 
as a diversion, on the western side of Hydei’s domi- ^ 
nions, was pressed upon the Presidency of Bombay ivsi. 
by that of Madras ; and at the same time arrived 
from the Supreme Council inteUigence of their de- 
signs lespecting peace with the Mahrattas, and a 
copy of the treaty which it was intended to offer. 

-Though directed immediately to obey a requisition in 
writing from the Peshwa to suspend hostilities, Ge- 
neral Goddaid and the Committee of Bombay were 
exliorted to prosecute the war vuth vigour, till such 
time as that apphcation should amve. After several 
fluctuations of opinion, it was determmed not to eva- 
cuate Telhcherry , as a place which, though burthen- ' 
some to defend, might ultimately be of importance 
for commencing an attack upon the dommions of 
Hyder : And, notwithstanding the desire of the 
Committee to secure Concan, or the country below 
the Ghauts, it was resolved, upon the recommendation 
of the Geneial, to occupy the passes of the mountains, 
and to threaten the enemy’s capital, advancing into 
the country as far as might appeal consistent- with 
the safe return of the army. The-terror which might - 
thus be inspued was expected to operate as the most 
effectual inducement to peace ; and that teiTor would 
be the mpre powerful, as the two leading chiefs, 
iScindia and Holkar, were understood to he occupied 
"^in the defence of their own dommions against the 
attack carried on from Bengal. 

' The army marched from Bassem about the nuddle ' 
of January. The Mahratta force in Concan was 
computed at 20,000 horse and foot, with about fifteen 
guns. It was commanded by Huny Punt Fuikea, 
and posted on the road to B’hoie Ghaut, by which, as 
the easiest of the passes, and that leadmg most di- 
rectly to tlie IMahratta capital, it w''as expected that 
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Ineffectual Attempt for Peace. 

ariice against thw Respective enfemiek. ' other book v. 

circumstance^,- the Mahratta a^nt afl^rmeil^ that the CnAt-. 6 
copy of the ti^ty whifch had been sent fo( transmis- lysi. 
sion to the Regent of Berar, the Regentj’ ^^o had 
hot approved of it; hkd declined to forwp^^ The 
^neral, therefore, trahsmitt^ to the minisjtoi’ o. copy, 
toother with information of Jins b4ing v^^ted with 
full phwers to treat ; and ^i^eed to wait pig’ht days 
for an an^wfef. Tlie answeR arrived withip the time 
pi^scribed, cbhtainihg a siihplfe and explicit i ejection 
of the terms. Fully acqulEdnted \Rith the progress of 
Hyder iii Carnatic; and regarding thb eag'omess of 
the English foR peace; as a SeclaRation inability 
foR w^, the Mahrattas, at thiM juncture) expected 
- ^ater advantages from continuing, than^tero^^o^ting 
hostihtifes. I'o the application of the Siipre’^^ Coun- 
cil to Moodajee,' that he would employ hisj^^^^^tion 
between thelh and the Poon'ah'gdvemfanlept> an an- 
swer Was not r^eived' till the 9th of Jahii^^7» 1781 ; 

.and when it did arrive, it 'contained so mp^y objec- 
tions to the treaty, and eVeri advanced-so pre- 

tensibns, on the part of^M'oodajee himsep» that it 
not only cotivinced them of the little pi aspect of 
peace, but brought in dbbbt the sincerity the for- 
mer professions of that pterson himself. 

Notwithstanding this disappointment in the hopes 
of peace, and the approach of the" English army to 
the capital of the enemy, Goddard, conv^riced that 
possession of the bapital, which the enemy deter- 
mined to' bum, would by no means ensul^ the at- 
tainment of his object, dechned any furthep progress 
into the interior of the country ; ^ and recdmj^^^^^^^ ^ 
system of defensive warfare, permitting the return of 
the Madras troops to the coast, of Coroman*^^^’ ^oth 
for assistance against Hyder, and to lessen the pres- 
sure upon the Bombay finances. 



964 The £ngruk Arngr niurn to tla Cont 

BOOK V After mamtaming thdr pott with little distaibuice 
*'**'' ^ atlhe head of the Ghauta tin the 17th of April, the 
1781 English descended secretly donng the night. The 
difficalty of snppljmg the troops with pronsionj, 
whfle the enemy, it was found, could descend by 
other passes, and intercept then- conroys! ti^fcther 
with the expense of fortifying the post at the top of 
the Gfaaots, ap^ienred to surpass &e adrantagc of 
maintaining it. The enemy descended in pursuit the 
following di^ The route from the bottom of the 
hills to the coast was about twenty four miles, thiough 
a country full pf boshes, tliiclcets, and narrow dc> 
files Tlus was highly favourable to the Jm^olar 
and unexpected assaults of the hlahrattas, who greatly 
harassed the JEn^ish donng tho three days of the 
inarch , but though several hres were lost, and among 
tho rest that of Colond Parker, the second in com 
mood, no material imprcssiDa was made, nor any 
loss sustained of the baggage and stores. The hlah* 
ratta army nsascended the Ghants and the English, 
left in possession of Conean, prepared, with the hla 
dms detachment which the rcduixd state of the bat* 
tahons now rendered it dcsirablo to retain, to Remain 
at Calhan through the approaching monsoon.' 

On the Bcn^ side of tho Blahratta countiy, ft 
was determmed, notwithstanding tho eminent services 
of M^jor Pophnm, to supersede thst officer in the 
command, and relieve his corps hy that of Colonel 
Catnac, who, having already advanced Into the terri 
toiy of the liana of Gohod, was, about the beginning 
of the year 1781, commanded to penetrate at the 
head of five battahoni of sepoys, towards Oogein 
the capital of Sdndia. The force employed In tliij 
serrice, as it was too small to p rerent llolkar from 
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Fortnmfe Sin p ise of Sandid^s Camp. 

returning to assist in turning the balance against BOOK v. 
Goddard, sb it was too feeble to intimidate even ^ 
Scindia alone, and seems to have been saved from nsi. 
destruction, or at any rate from flight, by nothing 
but a fortunate exploit. Having reached Seronge, 
in the month of February, it was sun’ounded by a 
powerful enemy ; its supplies were cut off; it was 
harassed on all sides ; the princes, expected to join 
it, stood aloof, it was reduced to distress for want of 
pro^dsions , and the commanding officer was obhged 
to apply by letter for the troops stationed at Futty- 
ghur, under Colonel Muir, to enable liim toyetreat 
into the countiy of the Rana. Colonel IMuir amved 
at.Gohud on the 29th of March." But befoie this 
time Colonel Camac was reduced to such extremity, 
that on the 23d of the same month he had summoned 
a council of war, in which Captain Bruee,_ the officer 
who commanded the storming party at the taking of 
Guahor, recommended, as the only possible means of 
preservmg the army, to make that veiy night an at- 
tack upon the camp of Scindia. After some debate 
and hesitation, the resolution was adopted. - At sun- 
set on the 24th, the army moved fiom theii* ground, 
and after a march of thirteen hours amved at the 
camp. The surprise was, happily, complete ; and all 
the terror and confusion ensued which usually result 
from a nocturnal assault unexpectedly falhng upon a 
barbarian army. The enemy dispersed, and fled in 
disorder, leaving several gilns and elephants, with a 
quantity of ammunition, in prize to the victor. 

Colonel Muir was so retarded, by want of cattle 
for the conveyance^ of provisions, and by other diffi- 
culties,^ that he arrived not at Antry till the 4th of 
April ; and, as senior officer, upon jommg Carnac, he 

1 “ Difficplties l|eyond conception,” hiey are called by Mr Hastings, 

See bis “ Answer to the Tourteenth Chaise.” 
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V assumed the command In order to overcome the 
f_ backwardness of tlie Rana of Gohud wliom the nppa 
rent feebleness of the Enghsh led to temporu'o, and 
even to intngne with Sandlo, directions were gi\cn 
to place him in possession of the fort of Gualior 
which had been professedly taken only for him 
Though the English were now enabled to remain 
^vithm the temtory of Scindia, they were too feeble 
to undertake any active operations and spent several 
months in \'ain endcav6urs to induce the Rana of 
Gohud, and the naghboiinng chieftains, to jicid 
them any efficient support In llie mean time the 
army of Sandia lay close to that of the English, 
whlcli remained at Sissai n place ^ntllin the JMah 
rntta dominions, several days march beyond the fron 
tiers of Gohud Tlie Mnlimtta horse dnil^ haras^tl 
the camp and cut off the sujipbcs And the troops 
were reduced to great distress, both b) sickness and 
want of provisions * Happily the resources of San 
dia, too, i\crc not difficult to exhaust and he liognn 
seriously to desire an end of Uic contest About llic 
beginning of August, on overture was made, Uirougli 
the Rana of Gohud whlcIi the Engluh commindcr 
encouraged and on the 16th of limt month an 
envo} from Sandia with powers to treat amred In 
the Enghih cainje Similar jwwcrs were transmltteil 
to Colonel iMuir Xcgotintroii commenced and on 
the IJlh of OctoIxT a treaty w*ns ponduded All the 
temtory whidi (he I nglidi had conqucretl on the 
further Mdc of tlic Jiminn was to he rcitojrd to San 
dia On the other jart Samba was not to molest 
tlie chiefs who had n< i>ted the Fngli h or to claim 
any portion of tlie temton wlndi tlie 1 ngh<h liad 
annexed to the dnmimons of the liana of f ohud (I 
• 

Mr I f * I t »• f il-* I! *( t «T>. mil I <- 
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Siipieme Couit. 

was also agi’eed, that Scitidia should use his endea- 
vours to effect a peace between the English and their 
enemies, Hyder Ali, and the Peshwa.^ 

During these proceedings the Governor-General 
and Council were involved in other afiairs of no ordi- 
nary importance. 

When the wisdom of parliament embraced the 
subject of the government of India, and by its gi’and 
legislative effort, in 1773, undertook to provide, as 
fai’ as it was competent to provide, a lemedy both for 
the evils which existed, and for those which might 
be foieseen, a Court of Judicature was created, to 
which the title of Supreme was annexed, and of 
which the powers, as weU as the nomination o'f the 
" judges, did not emanate fiom the Company, but 
immediately from the King It was framed of a 
Chief Justice and three puisne Judges ; and was 
' empowered to administer in India aU the departments 
of English law It was a com t of common law, and 
a court of equity , a court of oyer and terminer, and 
goal delivery , an ecclesiastical court, and a court of 
admiralty In civil cases, its jurisdiction extended 
to all claims against the Company, and against Bri- 
tish subjects, and to all such claims of British sub- 
jects against the natives, as the party in the contract 
under dispute had agreed, in case of dispute, to sub- 
mit to its decision In affairs of penal law, its poweis 
extended to British subjects, and to another class of 
persons, who were described, as all peisons directly 


/ ' ' 

* Hastings’ Answer, ut supra, A retrospective View, and Consider- 
ation of India Affairs, particularly of the Transactions of the Mahratta 
War, from its commencement to the month of October, 1782, p 72. 
The author of tbs short narrative has evidently enjoyed the advantage 
of access to the records of the Bombay government Some particulars 
have been gleaned in the “ Memoirs of the late War m Asia ” See als6 
the copy of the Treaty mth Scmdia, in the Collection of Treaties, mth 
the Pnnces of Asia, prmted by the E I C in 1812, p 97 
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Errori in /Ae Comtiluhon of tht Suprant Courf 

or indirectly in the semcc of the Company, or of any 
British subject, nt the lime of the offence 

In the establishment of this tribuno], the Bntuh 
legislature performed one important net of Icgislatirc 
wisdom They realized, and by adopting they 
sanctioned, the pnnnplc, that to leave any part of 
the emoluments of judges, as so great n portion of 
them in England is Icll, to be mode out of fees cx 
tracted from the suitors m their own courts, is an 
abuse an infallible cause of the pcrrcrsion of judi- 
calure« They enacted that a sufficient salary should 
be fixed for the judges that no additional emolu 
ment, in the shape of fees, or In any other, should 
nocrue from their judidnl functions. A sure temp- 
tntion to exert, for the multiplication of suits and of 
llicir expenses, the great powers of judges, was so for, 
accordingly, taken away, nnd that oppression which 
Is inflicted upon the public by tlic unnecessary dclnv, 
vexation and expense orjudiaiU proceedings was in 
part deprived of Its fundamental and most operaUre 
cause ‘ 

On the pnnapal ground, howerer, the pnrhament, 
ns usual, trodc nearly bhndfold* Tlicy saw not, that 
they were establishing two Independent nnd nml 
|)ov.crs in India, tliat of the Supreme Counal nnd 
that of the Supreme Court they drew no line to 
mark theboundaty between them and they foresaw 
not llie consequences which followed a senes of cn 
CToachmentj and disputes which unnerved the powxrs 
of government and threatened llictr extinction • 
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Piefensions of the Supieme Court. Q69 

The judges had not been long in the exercise of BOOK v. 
their functions, when the effects of their pretensions ^ 
began to appear. The writs of the Supreme Court^ 1781. 
were issued at the suit of individuals against the Ze- 
mindars of the country, in ordinary actions of debt 
the Zemindars were ordered to Calcutta to make ap- 
pearance, taken into custody for contempt if they ne- 
glected the writ, or hurried from any distance to Cal- 
cutta, and, if unable to find bail, were buried in a 
loathsome dungeon.^ In a minute of General Clavering 
Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis, dated the ifth of 
April, 1775, they declare that process of this descrip- 
tion had been issued into every part of the provinces. 

" Zemindars,” they add, “ farmers, and other pro- 
prietors of the lands, have been seized upon their 
estates, and forcibly brought up to the Presidency*, at 
the suit or complaint of other natives, and detamed 
there, or obhged to give bail, according to the nature 
of the case ” By these proceedmgs, the minds of tlie 
, natives were thiown into the utmost consternation 
and alarm. They saw themselves surrounded mth 
dangers of a terrible natuie, from a new and myste- 
rious source, the operations of which they were al- 
together unable to comprehend The piinciples of 
Enghsh law were not only different, in many impor- 
tant respects, from those to which they had hitherto 
been mdebted for the protection of every thing which 

anammous, in every measure taken throughout this unhappy contention 
This fact will lead a candid mind to look for the source of this contention, 
not in the temper of individuals, but m the peculiarity of their situation 
In no country of which I have read, did two powers, hke these, ever sub- 
sist distinct and independent of each other ” bee Report of the Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons in 1781, on the petitions relative to the 
adfninistration of justice in India, of Touchet and others, of Hastings, 
and the other members of the Supreme Council, and of the East India 
Company, General Appendix, No 39 ^ 

1 See the description of the homd gaol of Calcutta, in the First Re- 
port of the Select Committee in 1782, see also \ol in pt 149 
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^Cnlp t opposite and shockiDg to sonic 

■ of their strongest opinions and feelings The Ion 

1781 guage of that lair its studied intricacies and ol>- 
scunties, which render it unintelligible to nil Enghsli 
men, who have not devoted n great part of their lives 
to the studj of it rendered it to the eye of the 
olTnghted Indian, n black and portentous cloud, from 
which every tcmfic-nnd dcstnicU\c form might nt 
each moment be expected to descend upon liim 
Whoever IS quobfied to estimate the fnality and mo- 
Icncc with which alarms arc cxatcd among a simple 
and Ignorant people, and the utter confusion ^ntli 
which life to them appears to be overspread, alien tlic 
scries of customs and rules by which it was gorcmotl 
is Ihrcntcncd with subversion, may form an estimate 
of the terrors which agitated tlic nati\-cs of India 
alien the process of the Supreme Court Ixigan to 
operate cxtcnMvcly among them / 

The Cl ils not of oppryhcnsion mcrcl) , but of ac- 
tual suflcniig to abicli it cs^posed them, aca (it 
plorablo 'Hicy acre dragged from tlicir fomihes 
and affairs, a ith the frequent certainty of Icniing them 
to disorder and rum, nn> distance, even ns great ns500 
miles, either to give l»ail nt Calcutta, a thing ahidi 
if they acrc8tnuigcr« and the sum more Ilian tnfiing 
it aws next to impcwnblc thrv sliouhl Imvi lu llicir 
|KjacT or to be consigned to prison for all Uie mntiv 
months wludi the delays ofl nglish judicature might 
interpose, lictnccn tlih calamitous stagv and tlie 
final termination of the suit Upon the offiibvit 
into the truth of which no inquiry wlialwvcr an^ 
motlc upon the unquesUomxl offidaf it of ouy peivm 
aliabocvcr n jKT<on of creihliilit} or directlv the 
reverse no difTtrcnci that the iniliviilaal pnm-cuted 
wn% aitlun the jurisdiction ofthe court lln nalivr-i 
arre<cizctl cameil to Calcutta nnil ctmsigna! to 
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prison, where, even if it was afterwards determined book v 
that they were not within the junsdiction of the court, ^ 
and of course that they had been unjustly prosecuted, 178I. 

V they were liable to lie for seveial months, and whence 
they weie' dismissed totally without compensation. 
Instances occurred, in which defendants were bi ought 
from a distance to the Presidency, and when they 
declared their intention of pleading, that is, objectmg, 
to the jurisdiction of the court, the prosecution was 
dropped , in which the prosecution was again re- 
newed, the defendant again brought down to Cal- 
cutta, and again, upon his offering to plead, the pro- 
secution was dropped. The very act of being seized"^ 
was, in India, a circumstance of the deepest disgrace, 
and so degraded a man of any rank, that, under the 
Mahomedan govenimfent, it was never attempted, 
except in cases of the greatest delinquency ’ 

Not onlj^ the alarm which these proceedings dif- 
fused thioughout the country, but the effects with 
which they threatened to strike the collection of the 
revenue, strongly excited the attention of the Com- 
pany's servants and the membpis of their government. 

To draw from the ryots the duties or contributions 
which they owe, is well known to be a business of great 
detail and difficulty, requiring the stnctest vTgilance, 
and most minute and persevenng apphcations. Any 
thing which strikes at the credit of the Zemindar, 
farmer, or other functionary, by whom this duty 
is performed, mimediately mcreases the difficulty, by 
encouraging the ryot in the hope of defeating the 
demand by evasion, cunning, obstmacy or delay. 

The total absence of the functionaiy, called away to* 
attend the proceedings of the Supreme Court, his 


1 See the evidence of Mr Ewan Law, Report of the Committee on 
Toychet’s Petition, Kc p 19 
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BOOK \ forcible removal or the ignominious seizure of Iiis 
° DersoD, went far to suspend the collections within his 
1781 district, and to cut off the source of tliose pajments 
for which he was engaged to the Company 

It had heen the immcmonnl practice In India, for 
that great branch of the government entrusted with 
the collection of the revenue, to exercise the deport 
ment orjunsdiction which rt^arded the revenue, to 
decide m that 6cld oil molten of dispute, and to op« 
ply the cocravc process ^ hicli irns usual for enforang 
^ demands. * These powers were now exercised by the 
ProYinanl Councils, ond the courts established, by 
the name of Duannee Adaulut, under their authority 
yrhc mode of decision uas summary, thot is, expe- 
ditious, and unexpensive and the mode of cocraon 
>\AS simple, and adopted to the habits and fccbngi of 
the people One or more peons, a spcdcs of undis- 
aplincd soldiery, employed In the collections, was set 
over the defaulter, that is, repaired to his house, and 
Uicrc watclicd and rcslrmncd him, liU the «um in dc 
mand wos disduuged In a short lime tlie Supreme 
Court began to interfere with these proceedings. 
The dcfouUcrs were made to understand by the at 
torncys who had spread themselves pretty generally 
through the country, tlmt if the) would thron tliem 
selves upon the Supreme Court they would obtain 
redress and protection TJicy were tnngbt, ai often 
ns ony cocravc process was employed by tlic judges 
ofrcicnuc (o sue out a wnt of Habeas Corpus In 
the Supreme Court where it wtis held competent, 
and was In practice customary for the judges to set 
them at ItlxTty upon Icul This exated still mon 
violently the apprehensions of the memlicfs of govern 
ment in regard to the collection of the rerenue A* 
the dI»]KHitlon to withhold the parment is univmal 
and unnmiltin^ in India, and nevtr fails to bv hold 
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of every occasion which affords any chance either of BOOK, V. 
delay, or evasion , tliey apprehended tha.t such a re- 
source, held up to the people, would breed a general 1781. 
tendency ; and' they" concluded, with justice, that if 
in the innumerable cases in which compulsion was ne- 
cessary, it could only be exercised through the tedious, 
laborious, and expensive forms of English law, the 
realizing of a revenue in India was a thing altogether 
impossible. 

While the Company exercised the office of Duan, 
in other words, that department of government which 
regarded the collection of «the revenue, and in civil 
cases the administration of justice, they h^d,been 
careful to keep up the appearance of the Nizamut, or 
remaining branch of the ancient government, in the 
person of the Nabob ; and to him, the penal depart- 
ment of judicature, tinder the supeiintendance of. the 
Naib Duan, or deputy Nabob, appomted by the Com- 
pany, had in particular been entrusted. To this go- 
vernment of the Nabob; which, though totally de- 
pendent upon the servants of the Company, and sub- 
servient to their win, was yet the instrument of a 
great portion of all that security for> oider and ^pro- 
tection which existed in the country ; the Supreme 
Court declared, that they would pay no regard. In^ 
their representation, under date of the 15tli of Ja- 
nuary, 1776, the Governor and Council complain ta 
the Court of Directors, that Mr Justice Hyde had 
declai’ed pubhely on the bench, ‘‘ The act of paiha- 
ment does not consider Mubaruck al Dowla as a so- 
vereign prince * The jurisdiction of this court extends 
over all his dominions : ” That Mr. Justice Le 
Maistre had said, ‘‘ With regard to this phantom, 
this man of stiaw, Mubaruck al Dowla, it is an in- 
sult on tjie understarfding of the Couit, to have made 
the question of his sovereignty : But it comes, from 
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BiOK V tBe Governor Geneml and Council I hove too mucli 
— V - respect for that body to treat it ludicrously, and I 
1 781 confess I cannot consider it senously " And that the 
Chief Justice had treated the Nabob, “ os a mere 
empty name, without any real right, or the exerase 
of any power whatsoever V 

By these pretensions, the n hole of that half of the 
powers of government which were exercised in the 
name of the Nabob, were taken away and abolished. 
By (mother set of pretensions, the same nbohtioii 
was effected of the other halC which, in the elm 
racter of Duan, were cxerdsed in the name of the 
Company 

In the same address, the Govcmor^ncml nnd 
Council add the following statement “ Sir Lc 
Moistre, in his Into charge to the grand Juiy, de- 
clares that a very erroneous opinion has been formed 
by the Governor-General nnd Council, distinguislilng 
the situation of the East India Company, ns Den an, 
from the common condition of n trading compinj he 
makes no scruple of nvbwing a dcadcil opinion, tlint 
no true distinction. In reason, in law, or justice, can 
or ouglit to be made between the East India Com 
ikinj as a trading comjiany nnd the East India Com 
pany ns Den an oftliese provinces Atlih respect to 
the management of the territorial revenue, lie i< 
pleased to declare that the only true Interpretation of 
the act of iiarhamenl is, tliat our managcnimt nnd 
govcmnicnl is not exclusive, Init suI jict to the Jii 
risdictlon of the Kings Court nnd that it will lic 
equally penal for the Company or fur tliosc noting 
under them to disoliey Uie onlers nnd mandatory 
process of the Kings Court, in matters widrh merely 
concern the rermiies as In any otlier matter or thing 
whatsoeier"'* The Covtrnor and Council iJien dr 
ebre , ' By tlic several acts and declarations of the 

1 
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judges, it is plain, that the^ Company’s office of Dewan boOk V. 
is annihilated ; that the country government is stib- ^ . 
verted; and'that any attempt on our part to exercise 178I. 
or support the powers of either, may involve us and 
om’ officers in thei guilt and, penalty of high treason- 
which Mr. Justice Le Maistre, in his chatge, 'ex- 
pressly holds out, in terrorem, to all the Company’s 
servants and others, acting under our authority.”' /' . 

It would be difficult m any age or country to dis- 
cover a parallel to the conduct which this’ set of judges 
exhibited on the present occasion Their own'powers> 
as it was impossible for them not distmctly^ to see^ 
were totally inadequate to the government of the 
country ; yet they proceeded, contrary to the dfe- 
clared, though badly expressed, intention of the le- 
gislature, to avail themselves of the hooks' and 
handles,^ which the ensnaring system of law, admi- 
nistered by them, afforded in such abundance, tcf 
draw withm their pale the whole transactions of the 
country ; not those of individuals onl)^ but those also 
of the government. That this was to transfer the 
government into their hands is too obvious to require 
illustration. When a government is transferred from 
one to another set of hands, by a simple act of des- 
potism, every blanch' of aiithonty is directly supplied ; 
the machine of government remains entire; and'the 


1 The following is an amusing instance The Provincial Council of 
J)acca, the grand administrative and judicative oi^an of-government, for 
a great province, is thus treated “ Who are the Provincial Chief and 
Council of Dacca? Tliey are no Corporation in the eye of the law. 
.. The Chief and Provincial Council of Dacca is an ideal body A 
man might as well say that he was commanded by the King of the Paines, 
as by the P|-ovincial Council of Dacca, because the law knoWs no sucK 
body.” Argument and Judgment of Mr Justice Te Maistre, on the re- 
turn to Seroopchund's Habeas Corpus Report, ut sdpra, General Ap- 
pendix, No 9 See for another specimen, equally beautiful, a few pages 
onwards, the maxim Delegatus non potest delegare 
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BOOK V mischief may be email, or the advontn^ great But 
^ when the wheds of govemment were threatened to be 
1731 stopped by the technical forms of a court of Enghsli 
law , and when nothing but those forms, and a set 
of men who could ostensibly perform hothing bat 
through the medium of those forms and the pretence 
of odminislcnng justice, was provided to supply the 
jdace of the government wlucli was dcslroyci a total 
dissolution of the social order n'as the impending con 
sequence. ''The system of English law wns so incom 
potible With the habits, scnlimcnls, and circumstances 
of the people, that, if attempted to be forced even 
ujKm that part of the field of government which bc^ 
longed to the admlnutration of law, it would hare 
aufBced to throw the country into tlie utmost tlljor 
dcr, would have subverted almost every existing 
right, would have filled the nation vrith terror and 
nnscjy, and being, in such a situoUon, incapable bf 
answering the purposes of law, would Imi'c left the 
cotralry in a stale hardly diOTcrcnt from llmt, in 
which it would have been, under a total absence of 
law But when the judges proceeded to apply tbc<c 
forms to the acts of government, iIjc powers of ad 
mlnlslnition were suspended and nothing wns pro- 
vided to supply their place, rubor wuli a bhml Ig- 
norance of these consequences w)>irh is abuosl in 
credible, unless from our cxjwncncc of the norron 
)icss which the mind contracts by balntunl application 
to the practice of English bis, and b> Imbllual indul 
gcnce of the fancy that it Is the perfection of reason 
or, with a disregard of these consequences for which 
n^dng but a love of power too profligate to l»c 
staved \ry any consideralloni of human bappinetsi'f 
misery is sufliaentto accminti the judges proceeded 
with the apparent resolution of extending the jurw 
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diction of their court, and leaving as little as possible 
of the business of the country exempt from the ex- 
ercLse df them power. ^ ' 

*^To palliate the invasions wliich they made upon the 
field of government, they made use of this as an ar- 
gument, that the great end of their institution was to 
protect the natives against the injustice and.oppression 
of the Company’s servants, and that without the 
powers which they assumed, it was impossible for them 
to render to humanity this eminent service. But 
to foi ce upon the natives the miseries of English law, 
and to dissolve the bands of government, was to in- 
flict upon the people far greater evfls, than those 
fi:oni which they pretended to , relieve them. If the 
end prbposed by the legislature was really to protect 
the natives, from the injustice of Englishmen, they 
made a very unskilful choice of the means. 

The repiesentations, upon this subject, which the 
Governor-General and Council transmitted to Eng- 
land, induced tlm Court of Directors, in the month 
of November, IyTTj to lay a statement of the case 
before the Ministers of the Crown. The supposed 
dignity of a King's Court, as it mflated the pre- 
tensions of the Judges, who delighted in styling them- 
selves King’s Judges ; contrasting the source of their 
own power with the inferior source from which the 
power of the Governor-General and Council was de- , 
rived , so it imposed awe and irresolution upon the 
Court of Directors. They ventured not to onginate 
any measure, for staying the unw'arranted proceed- 
ings of the -Supreme Court , and could think of no 
better expedient, than that of piaying the ministry to 
perform this important service, in their behalf 
" The Directors represented to the ministry, tliat 
the Zemindai’s, farmers, and other occupiers of land, 
against whom -wiits, at the suit of natives, had been 
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BOOK V issued into nil iparts of the pronnccsj it wns not the 

Chat ^ jDtcntion of the legislature to subnut to the jumdic 
1781 tion of the Supreme Court that the proceedings, by 
which they were humed to a groat distance from 
Alimr homes, their persons arrested, and a long con 
fincment m the common gaol inflicted upon them 
pppenred to be replete mth irregularity and injustice 
that the parties are "sure to sufler every distress 
pnd oppression with which tlic. attorneys of the court 
call coailj contn\e to harass and intimidato them," 
liefore llie question whether they arc Subject or not 
to the junsiction of the court can be so much as 
broich^ that, after pkadmg to the junsdiclion, 
they fire sure of an &d\enc decision, ** unless they 
pre able to prove n negative that 1% unless n nnti\c 
of Bengal Is able from an act of parliament nh!ch 
the Governor General and Council have dcclarwl 
liable to ditfcrcnt constructions to prove liimsdf not 
subjectito the jurisljclion of -the Supreme Court," 
tJiotj tlw consequences ^rero m the highest degree 
alarming ns nlmwt all the 7 #cmindors m the country 
fetandiiig in the same predicament felt tlicmsckcs 
c po«e<l to the ramc dnugers ns the dlsgiwt and 
hatred of the nhtives wore nrited hy the vlulnllon of 
their customs cad Inn's and the collection of the 
roTcuuc was impeded oml icvcn IhrcotcnctI niili 
suspenddn 

They rcprescntcil niso That the Supreme Courf“ 
IjLSide extending its junfdictinn to luch penofif had 
OAtend it ol n to siidi ihin^r nn it irns clearlj the 
Intention of the legi Intorc to exempt from it: Tlint 
lhe*enore “ tin. ordering management nnd govern 
ment of the tcmtorial revenue* " including iJic poiws 
vrhirli t|mt ordering ond government rrquirrtl Tlial 
O'Tr this dqiartincnl the whole Iknili of Judgei hn! 
declared their rcwlultgn to cxcrcuc n pemer, tupermr 
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to that of the Company : That, accordingly, the pro- BOOK v. 
cess of the ordinary Revenue Courts was opposed ; 
persons whom . they had confined being released by 
the Supreme Court ; suits which were cognizable in 
none but the Revenue Courts being instituted and 
entertained in the Supreme Court ; prosecutions 
being carried on by the Supreme Court against tlie 
Judges of the Revenue Courts, for acts done in the 
regular performance of the business of the Court; 
farmers of the revenue, who had fallen mto arrear, 
refusing to obey the process of the Revenue Courts, 
and threatening the Judges witli prosecution in the 
Supreme Court, if any coercive proceedings were em- - 
ployed • That in consequence of these acts, in 
some instances, the operation of the Dewanee Courts 
was suspended, m others,^ the very existence of 
them destroyed : Apd that the Governor-General 
and Council, in their capacity of a Court of Appeal 
or Sudder Dewanee Adaulut, were discouraged from 
'the exCrcise of this important junsdiction, under the' 
apprehension that their powers might be disputed, 
and their decrees annulled ^ 

Under the third head of complaint, theJDmectors^ 
represented, That the Supreme Court had, on the 
pietext of requuing evidence, demanded the produc- 
tion m Court of papers hable to contain the most 

1 See Tol in p 470, for the rant which was assigned to this, in the 
Catalogue of Provisions for giving to the people of India the benefits of 
law ''From the^rst araval of the Judges of the Supreme Court, the Court 
of Sudder Duannee Adaulut never acted, and for all that number of 
years, which intervened tall a new regulation, nothing was provided to 
supply Its place A correspondence on the subject between the Council 
and the Supreme Court took place in the year 1775 The Court said, 
that the Council had a nght to receive appeals in all cases m which the 
Provincifil Councirs had a tegat jurisdiction This the Coimal treated as? 

•a denial of any nght at all as the Court, by not telling what they meantB 
by “legal,” and reserving to themselves a nght of deciding, without rule, | 
on each case 'uhich occurred, had the power of decidin^just as they^ 
pleased, 
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SOOK V secret transactians of the gorcrament that the S(n 
^ cretary of the Council woa served with the vmt 
1781 colled n "pflf/ia duces tecum and attending the 
Court without the papers was infomicd that he hod 
brought upon himself all the damages of the suit Umt 
upon hi3 representing tlic impdssibiht) of his pro 
ducing in Court the records of the Council winch the 
Ccrandl hod forbidden to be so produced he was or- 
dered to declare whidi of the hlembctt of the Coun 
dl voted for the refusal of the pnpers, and which 
anp) for the production that upon lus demumng to 
such a question a positive answer was demanded* and 
every htcmlicr of the Council who hnd concurred in 
the refusal was declared to lie liable to on action, 
that the Council agreed to send such extracts as had 
a reference to the matter In dispute hut persisted m 
the refusal to exhllut their rccowls limt of this 
species of demand larious initancci occurred and 
that it veus mmufcslly impossible for the Board to 
dchberate and net ns a Counol of Slate, nnd ns the 
ndmirustrativc organ of government if publication of 
their minutes might at nnj time Iw called for nnd if 
Cl cry Member was answcmblc m nn action of da 
mages for any measure in which he conciimd to as 
man> persons ns might think Ihcm^clrcs nggnered 
by It , 

In the fourth place the Directors represented 
Tliat the penal law of rngland wn< utterly rrpitg 
nant to thewe laivs and customs I»y whiHi the people 
of India had been liillierto govcmcil tliat nevcrtlir 
less, I'lnha Ilojnh \iiricomnr, n native of high rank 
in Bengal was indicted, Intd contittiU, and « 
cculeil for an onence, whidi was not capita! !•/ tite 
laws of the country where ihr ofTrnce w ns mnmlttrtl 
that if the Court wns unable to mitigate the puni h 
iijcnt, It might Imre deemed it prudent to u»e tu 
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power of respiting tha prisoner iintU the pleasure of BOOK v. 
tlie King was known ; that this the Directors “nbn- 
' reived to he a matter of the most serious importance, 178J. 
and big with consequences the most alarming to the 
natives of India , that the Judges seemed to have laid 
it down as a general principle, m their proceedings 
against Nuncomar, that all the criminal law of Eng- 
land is in force, and binding, upon all the inhabitants 
within the circle of their jurisdiction in BengaL” 

The Directois, therefore, adjuie the JMimster to con- 
sider what null be the consequences, if this principle, 
and the examjile grounded upon it, wei e followed up 
with consistency. “ Can it be just,” they say, “ or 
prudent, to mtroduce.all'the ditferent species of felony; 
created by what is called the Black Act^ — or to ' 
involve, as what is called the Coventry Act involves, 
offences _<)f diffeient degrees in one common punish- 
ment^ — or to mti’oduce the endless and almost inex- ' 
plicable distinctions by which certain acts are or are 
not bmglary.” They ask, whethei Indian offenders, 
of a certain description, were to be transported to 
his Majesty’s colonies in America, or sent to work 
upon the river Thames ? And whether every man 
convicted for the^ fiist time of bigamy, “ which is 
allowed, protected, nay almost commanded by their 
law, should be burnt in the hand if he can read, and 
hanged if he cannot read"?” “These,” they add, 

“ aie only some of the consequences which we con- 
ceive must follow, if the cimiinal law of England be 
suffeied to remain m foice upon the natives of Bengal. 

If it weie legal to try, to convict, and execute Nun-*^ 
cbmar for forgery, on the statute of George II., it 
must, as we conceive, be equally legal, to try, convict, 
and to punish the Subahdar of Bengal, and all hi^ 
court, for bigamy, upon the statute of James I ” 

On the 2d of January, 1777, a suit was instituted 
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BOOK V before the Provincial Council at Patna, which afford 
^ ed occasion to the Supreme Court of cariTing the 
178 J exertion of 4hcir powers to a height more extraor- 
dinary than they bad before attempted A person of 
some distinction and pro per ty^ a native hlahomedan 
died, lea\ing a widow^ and a nephew, who for some 
iime had lived with him, in the apparent capaaty of 
Jus heir, and adopted spn The widow daimcd the 
whole of the property, on the 5treng:th of a wiU, which 
she otHrmed the hysband had made in her favour 
The nephew, who disputed the mil, botli on the 
^nspiaon of forgery, and on the fact of the jncntal 
imbecflit} of hts unde for some time previous to his 
death, claimed in like manner the whole of the estate 
as adopted son and heir of the deceased 

For investigation of the causes the decision of 
which depended upon the pnnapics of the hlu'sul 
man law, the Pronncio] Councils were assisted bj 
naliNc Jfiwjcrs, by whose opinion in matters of law 
It was their dutv to lie guided In tlic prewmt in 
stance, the Council of Patna deputed a Courcc and 
biojMunocs by a precept, or pcnvnnnali, in tJic Prt* 
Sian language, directing them to lake an account of 
tbe estate and effects of the deccn«;cd, ami secure tliem 
against cmlicarJcmcnl to inquire into the cIduih of 
tlic parties to follow sincth the rules of iMoliomcdan 
law and report to the Council their proceedings 
Jn all tliLS nothing appeared which was not reason 
able and which was not according to the approved 
and cstahlishcd loodt of procctlurc 

On the 20th of Jonuoiy, the Caurcc and MuHrcJ 
ha\'ing finished the inquiry dclivcn-d llieirirport tn 
which after n stnlcmcfit of the evidence edduccil they 
declare Ihcir opinion, tliat neither the vidow, nor tlic 
nephew imd rstnldidad their clnmi' and that tlic 
mhcntancc should Ik thralcd ccconhng to the prio 
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ciples provided by the Mahomedan law for those cases 
in which a man dies without children and without a 
will; in other wolds, that it should be divided into 
four shares ; of which one should' be given to the 
widow ; and three to the brother of the deceased^ 
-who was next of kin, and father of the nephew who 
<;laimed as adopted son. Upon a review of the pro- 
ceedings of the native Judges, and a hearing of the 
parties, the Piovincial Council confirmed the decree, 
and ordered the division of the inhentance to be 
carried into effect. They did more : As it appeared 
from the evidence that part of the effects of the 
deceased had been secreted by the widow before they 
could be secured by the Judges, and that both the 
-will, and another deed which she produced, were 
forged, they put her five principal agents under con- 
finement, till they should account for the goods ; and 
dii’ected that they should be afterwards delivered to 
the Phousdary, f o take their fnal for forgery. 

It is to be observed, that the widow had opposed 
all these proceedings, firom the beginning, not by 
course of law, but such irregular and violent acts, as 
suggested themselves to an angry and ignorant mind. 
When called upon by the Cauzee to appoint, -in the 
usual manner, a vakeel, or representative,- to act in 
her behalf, she positively- refused ; and when the 
Cauzee recommended to her a relative, who had 
lived in the house, was much in her confidence, and 
acted as her principal agent, she persisted in her 
refusal, but sent her seal, with a message that the 
Judges might appoint him if they pleased. Upon 
the arrival of the Cauzee and Muftees to carry the 
decree of the Council mto execution, the widow re- 
sisted. The Cauzee and Muftees proceeded to en- 
force the orders under which they acted. The 
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BOOKV widow, contrai*)^ to Ihcir request and remonstnmec, 
^Cbat 0 house, and bfctook hetself to on nsyhun of 

17^1 Fakeers, which was id the ncighbonrhood canring 
along- with her certain title d^s and t?ic female 
dovies. The CaUzee and Mnftccs dindcd the re- 
maining cCTects, upon the ATiluation of appmuors mn 
tnallycho^b) the parties into foui^ shnitss, oFivhich 
the vakeel of the widow chewe one for her and the 
rest were set apart for the Lrotlicr of the deceased 
The widow refused to submit to the decision or to 
^accept of her share Slio also 'refused to gt^e up the 
title deeds, which she had earned away, or fhc 
female slaves. In consequence of this proceeding, a 
petition was presented to the Coimcil, by the 
neplicn ropresenUng tliat she ]iad not complied Avith 
the decree, but by absconding rejected, according to 
the J^rahomedan ideas, disgrace upon' tlic fainiU 
and prating that she might be compelled to dclirer 
up the papen and slaves, and to return to the houv 
under his protection as representative of Uki lieir 
An order was directed bj" the Council to complv with 
this request. After some time another petition was 
pTwented by the nephew, complaming that the 
Cniireo and Muftccs Iiad not complied with the 
injunctions of the Board. Upon this the Counnl 
agreed that the Cflur4X! should I>e repnmonded for 
liU delay, and directed to proceed immcdinttlr in the 
execution of IiLs orders, ‘3*hc Caurcc rcprcscnteil hy 
mcmonnl, that he hod iint onlj made freqncnt ilc 
mands upon the widow but had placed himmilis to 
watch her and tliat in lus opinion that spcacs of 
constraint which wtis mithon^ hv the ^luisulmon 
law, and cubtomary in the countrv namclr n-^tne- 
tion from nil mtereoumc hr n guanl of soldiers, woi 
nccc^sarj to be applied Tlte guanl was onlcrcd. 
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and continued for a space of six weeks. ' The widow book v. 

still refused compliance ; and at that time the guard 

was withdrawn, w ^ 1781. 

The \indow -was advised to bring an action in the 
Supreme Court, against the nephew, the Cauzee, and 
IMuftees, on the ground of theii proceedings in the 
cause ; and laid lier damages at 600,000 sicca rupees, 
about 66,000/. The objection taken, on the part of 
the nephew, to the jurisdiction of the Court, the 
Judges overruled, on the pretence that ev’^ery renter 
was a servant of the Company ^ The justification 
set up for the Cauzee and Muftees was, that they, 
had acted regularly, in their judicial capacity, in 
obedience to ihelawfid ordeis of theii legal supenors; 
tliat the Pi ovincial Councils were , vested wdth a 
power of determining suits between the natives, with 
the advice and assistance of the native lawyers ; tliat 
^he established mode in which tlie Piovindal Coun- 
oils availed themselves of that advice and assistance 
was, by directing them to heai the parties, to collect 
the-evidence, and to deliver in a lepoit of the whole, 
comprehending their opinion of the decision which 
ought to be pronounced ; which decision the Cbuiicil, 
upon a review of the whole, or with the addition of 
such other inquuies as they might think the case 
required, affii med, or altered, subject only to an ap- 
peal to the Governor and Council , and that a J udge 
acting in his judicial capacity could not be responsible 
in damages to those who might suffer by the execu- 
tion of his decrees. 

This defence, which to the eye of reason appears 

1 This decision greatly increased the alarm femong the farmers and 
other landholders In the province of Bahar theyjoined m a petition to 
the Governor and Counal, praying for protection against the process of 
the Supreme Court, or, if that could not be granted, for leave to relin- 
quish their farms,»that they might retire into another country Report, 
ut supra, p 8, Patna Appendix, No 14 
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BOOK V npprojiriafe and irrefragable, the Court treated mth 
^ the utmost contempt and upon a groimd which 
J7S1 rouses surprise and indignation A form of words, 
among the numerous loose expressions, which fall 
from the bps and pens of English lawyers, without 
any bmdmg authontj', or any defined and consistent 
application occurred to the judges. This was tho 
phrase, Dtlegatm non palest delegare, “he who is 
delegated cannot delegate ” And upon this, and no 
other reason, so much as alleged, they decreed, that 
the Cauzee and Muftees, for acting ngularly nctmg 
us th^ were obliged to act, and had in fact been 
accustomed to act ever slnco the jurisdiction of tho 
country hod passed under English control,'Wcre hohlo 
to actions of damages at the suit of c\ery person 
whom thor proceedings displeased, that K one at 
least of the pirtlcs in almost ereiy anise. It would 
tic absurd, to attempt, by fllustration to render 
more apparent the deformities of this proceeding 
'To quote a maxim of English law, though ever so 
liigh in authority, and m\ oriahle in Its force, as n 
ground for committing in India a flagrant nolation 
of natural cqiuty, against persons who knew not tho 
English low, nor owned its autlionty, was an act of 
chicane which the history ofjudidiU encroachmcnti 
ndi ns it IS in examples of injustice cannot frequent 
ly surpass / It is, however a maxim of which even 
where admissible the nuthonty is so httle determined 
that, hke many more, with which the appetite of 
judges for power is in England so quietly gratified, it 
has just as httle weight eras much as in lucli par 
ticular instance, the judge may happen to please 
And in a variety of remarkable cases tlie cstahlislied 
course of English law goes directlv against It' 


1 UCtlaesfy, fiwsfls vlis* c»Mi sit ntmd bj i 1 j» CSse- 
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Deciding’, upon tlie strength of tliis assemblage of jBOOK. 
words, that the provincial council could not delegate ^ 
any authority to the native magistrates, even as their 173 ^ 1 ; 
agents ; and hence that every thing wliich these 
assistant magistrates had peifoimed was without 
authority, the Supreme Court thought proper to enter 
minutely ^nd laboriously into the whole of the case, 
and, after voluminous proceedings, gave judgment 
against the defendants, damages 300,000 laipees, and 
costs 92 O 8 , amounting to the sum of about 35,000/.^ 

At the commencement of tlie suit a capias was 
granted, vdth a bailable clause. A bailiif proceeded 
from Calcutta, and arrested at Patna the nephew, 
and also the Cauzee, as he was returning from liis 
duty in one of the courts of justice. The bail de-^ 
manded was 400,000 rupees, or about 44,000/. The 
Council of Patna, struck •with consternation, at the 
probable effects of so extraordinaiy a procedure, upon 
the minds of the people, upon the authority of govern- 
ment, upon the collection of the le venue,' and upon 
the administration of justice, which it threatened to 
stop, by deternng the native lawyers and judges from 
yielding their services, resolved, as the best expe- 


cellor to the Master, when commissions are^ issuhd to examine witnesses, 
in the comm6n law courts, when cases ai^ sent to arbitration, See. 

1 In tlie judicial investigation, all the chicanery which two of its fruit* 
ful sources, the formalities about notice, and the rules of endencTe, afford, 
was played off, with decisive efiect, upon the defendants hir Rous, in 
his Report quoted above, says, “ Whefi.they attempted to mitigate the 
damages, by showing the circumstances, they weie embarrassed by the 
drfects of their notice , afferwards'by the rul^s of evidence Particularly, 
they were nOt able to prove the( personal delegation of hn authority to 
act for her, by a woman of rank, who could not appear without disgrace ; 
the pubhc acts of her nearest relations in the house being rejected as no 
' legal evidence of her consent ' With this defect fell the whole of the 
exculpation Lesser difficulties arose from somt papers not being trans- 
lated, others being fair copies, wdien the foul draughts were the origi- 
nals ” iPatna App No 39 Tlie Patna Appendix is a nch mine of infor- 
mation respecting the beauties of English law 
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^ bail for the pmoneis, who, after a confinement of 
178J ra boats upon the nrer were cnlni^fed 

The Gorernor^Goneral and Council, as soon as they 
were informed of these proceedings, icsolred, “ That 
ns the defendants are prosecuted for a regular and 
legal act of government in the execution of a judicial 
decree (except one of them,* the plaintilTin the suit he J" 
fore the Dewannec Adaulut at Patna, v, hose arrest 
15 not for anj' apparent cause) they be supported and 
indemnified by government from all conscipicnccs 
from which they can be legally indemnified " ’ Jndg 
ment being given, the defendants were put under a 
guard of Sepoys, tliat they might be conveyed to 
Calcutta to bo surrendered The Causec, an old 
man, who had been cbicf Causee of the province for 
many years, was unable to cudurc the vcxolion and 
fatigue , and he expired by the way The rest were 
earned to Calcutta, and lodged m the common gad, 
where they remained till relieved by tlic interference 
of tlic Bntlsh porlmmcnt in 1781 By that nutlionly 
a pccumaty compensation was awarded to llicm for 
their losses and hard5hlp^ and the Muftces were or 
dered to be not only reinstated in thcirformer situation 
and condition, but to be devnted to lltc office of 
JIaliomednn counsellors to the court and council of 
Patna 

The Supreme Court and llie widow vrere nm satis 
(led wilR these proceedings against the native mngii 
Iralcs An action wai alio brought ngaind Mr Ijin, 
and two other memhers of the provincial comicd at 

* TW la H» apialnas liw* *f 
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Patna. As this pt’osecntion was instituted for oflBcial 
acts performed in the Company’s service, the Gover- 
noi'-Gfeneral and Council thought it fit that the Com- 
pany should hear the burden of their defence Here 
too the 00011 ; decided in favom’ of the party who 
brought it jurisdiction ; and awarded damages to the 
amount of 15,000 rupees; which money was paid 
from the Company’s treasury. 

It was in this manner that a thirst for jurisdiction 
incited the English judges to interfei e with the admi* 
nisti’ation of justice in the native cwil courts The 
following is the manner in which it induced them to 
interfere with the juiisdictiou of the native criminal 
courts. From a former statement it 'will be recol- 
lected, that the system of criminal judicature among 
\he natives had been left by the Company neaily 
upon the footmg, on which- they ' found it, and on 
which it had long been established in the country. 
It was a branch of authority whicli was reserved to 
the Nabob, in his character of Nazim. The judges 
of the courts (they were knoi^m by the name of 
Phousdary Courts) were appointed by the Naib Su- 
bah, or Nabob’s deputy, by whom their proceedings 
were reviewed and eontroled. They were entirely 
independent of all other authority; and it does appear 
that, considered as Indian, justice was administered 
' in them Avithout any peculiar strain of abuse. About 
the middle of the ye^,!/?^, an attorney of the Su- 
preme Court took up his residence at Dacca. In the 
month of September of that year this attorney pro- 
ceeded to execute a process of arrest, issued by one 
of the judges of the Supreme Court, against the 
Duan, 01 pnncipal pubbc oflScer of the Phousdary 
Court at Dacca. The process was issued at the suit 
of a man of the low lank'of a pphe, or messenger, 
who had been pi osecuted m the Phousdary Couit for 
yoL IV u 
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BOOKV mnisdemeanor, convicted, and con 6 ned till he made 
^ reetitutfop The action was brought rignmst the 
4781 pnnapal ofEcer of the court, for trespass and false 
imprisonment, in the execution of this decree A 
native, employed by the attorney as a bonin', who 
proceeded to the house of the Pliousdar, or cldef cn 
minal judge, entered the hall of audience, in whicli 
the Phousdor was sitting, mth several of Ins fnends 
and the pnncipal Officers of his court and attempted, 
in a Molent and disrespectful manner, (o seize the 
person of lus Duan, or pnnapal agent It Is to be 
observed, that, in India, a man considers an indlg 
nity offered to his servants, ns in reality offered to 
himself No wnt or warrant it nas affirmed was 
produced by the balbff and lie n as not aDowed to 
perform the arrest Upon this the attornc) proceed 
cd to the Iiousc of the Phousdar in person, accom 
ponied by a crowd of attendants and cnterctl it in a 
forcible manner, by breaking don n the gale To see 
violated the snnctuaiy of his house, the mysterious 
repository of his mves, is n disgrace to a Mussulman 
more dreadful than death Tlic res e rve of Intern 
manners and the respect bestowed upon the >cry 
UTiUs nhidi contain the sacred deposit of the master 
render llic forcible cutrnnee of n houM> an event 
whicli occurs onl) iii the cxcrci^ of the mo<t violent 
hostility It u one of the lost oulrogcs nhlch mo> 
be cvpectcd at the Jionds of on implncalde foe 1 \ hen 
tlic Pliousdar of Dacca, therefore beheld liis gate 
broken down, and an irregular croud of men burst 
into his houv, the greatest mlnmit) wliirh a»uld l>o 
fall him nidu‘d natundir upon his oppalicnuon nn«! 
lie procmlcd to repel n ikingcr ^vliltii every honour 
able Ml:<^ulnmn nmihl n*u I nt the of hU 

life An afTraj on>t in the rourt of llie hou'C Hm 
father of the PiK)U<dar rctxhiil a uound rn the hraJ 
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from a s\vord, by an attendant of the attorney , and fiooic 
the brotlier-in-law of the Pliousdar 'W’-as dangerously 
wounded in the body, with a pistol-shot by the attor- 178 1 . 
liey himself. , 

i\Ir Justice Hyde, one of tlie judges of the Su- 
preme Court, wrote, after hearing of these facts, to 
the military officer upon tlie spot, instructing him to 
afford assistance to the attoiney; and adds, “ I beg 
the favour of you, for fear my letters to him should 
not be suffered to come safe, to tell liim, that I highly 
approve his conduct, and doubt not that he will re- 
ceive proper support from the court whose officer' 
he is.”^ 

It is unnecessary in this case any fiirther to pursue 
the proceedings of the attorney or his courts The 
, Provincial Council gave bail for the Duan ; transmit- 
ted to the Governor-General and Council an account 
of the facts ; and they concluded them letter in the 
following words : “ It is fitting we should point out*^ 
to your notice, that aU cnminal j'ustice is at a stand, 
and seems not likely to be resumed, until the decisive 
consequences of the present disputes shall be pubhely 
declared and known. It touches to the very exist- 
ence of government throughout the province, that 
the jurisdiction of the Phousdar, and his superior, 
the Naib Subah, be admitted ; jfree from aU doubt of 
ambiguity. How, otherwise, can it be supposed, a 
Phousdar will perform any function of his office? 

How presume to .’execute a criminal convicted, and 
sentenced to death by the established laws of the 
government and his .religion, if he is hable liimself 
to stand to actions of damages, or to answer to a cri- 
minal accusation, accordmg to the laws of England, 
for any punishment he may inflict^ Paint to your- 


* Report, nj: supra, p 24. 
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selves, gentlemen, the anarchy and dlstmchon which 
, may arise, if the present uncertainties ore not cfifec 
toally removed?” 

In England, one of the notions which judges, and 
other lawyers, are m a most particular manner eager 
to stamp upon the public mmd is. That the admi 
nistration of justice is to a most astonbhing degree 
sensitive and delicate That the acts and character 
of judges should be treated with exquisite, indeed a 
religious, respect That they can hardly hear to be 
exposed to cntiasm, or blame, in the slightest dc 
gree And that, If tlie cntiasm is to any considerable 
degree searching and severe, it ought to be repressed 
and punished however just, with tcmiying penal 
tics, Thb doctrine,* which is so very palatable to 
the judges in England, and so vciy foi*ouroblc to all 
the abuses of their power, wc see in what respect 
they themselves retain when their pemer mav !« 
enlarged, by trampling upon it in the dust by nnni 
hilating the pou cr and the dignity of the whole order 
of judges by whom law was administered to a great 
people 

These arc speamens of the manner in which the 
Supreme Court in India attempted to carry their 
pretensions into cHcct And spedmens arc all whicfi 
here it IS possible to adduce A summary of the 
pnnapal instances in one dqwtmcnl, I am happy 
to be able to present In the words of hlr Hotis, the 
great law ofTiccr of the Comimny thcmscUcs * Per ^ 
sons confined b) the courts of Dewnnee vXdnulut are 
cohusivcly arrested by process from Calcutta or rr- 
moved b) Habeas Corpus where the language U o.< 
unknouTi as the power of tlic court Tlic process is 
nlni<cd to temfy the people frequent arrests made 
for the same cau<e ond tlierc b on Initancr of tlie 
purchaser of a Zemindnry near Dacca who wo< 

1 
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Ruined by suits commenced by paupers, suits derived BOOK v 
fioin claims prior to his purchase, and who was at 
last condemned in consideiable damages for an ordi- 17SI. 
naiy act of aiithonty in his station. Hence the 
natives of all lanks become feaiful to act in the col- 
lection of the levenues. The i enters, and even 
hereditary Zemindars, are drawn away, or aiTested 
at the time of the collections, and tlie crops embez- 
zled. If a faim is sold, on default of payment, the 
new farmer is sued, ruined, and disgi’aced. Eject* 
ments aiebiouglit, for land decreed in tlie Dewannee 
Adaulut. A Talookdar is ruined by the expense of 
pleading to the jurisdiction, tliough lie prevails. And, 
in an action, where 400 rupees were recovered, the 
costs exceeded 1600 rupees. When to these abuses, 
incident to the institution of the court itself, and 
derived irom distance, and the invincible ignorance of 
the natives lespecting the laws and practice of the 
court, we add the disgiace brought on the higher 
orders, it \vill not, perhaps, be rash to affirm, that 
confusion in the provinces, and a prodigious loss of 
revenue, must be the inevitable consequences of up- 
holding this juiisdiction. The Zemindar of Duck- 
ensavagepore, upon pretence that he had been arrest- 
ed, and afterwaids rescued, has Ins liouse broke open, 
and even the apartments of his women mdely vio- 
lated. Anotlier Zemmdar suiTenders himself to pri- 
son, to avoid the like disgrace to his family ” 

“We have seen with astonishment,” say the Go- 
vernor-General and Council, “ process of contempt 
ordered in one instance, and ciidl process issue in 
another, against the Naib Nazim of these provinces 
residing at Moorshedabad, a party not owing alle- 
giance to the King, nor obedience to his laws ; de- 
riving no benefit or security whatever, in life or 
member, in fame, liberty, or fortune, from the admiv 
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BOOK V lustration of justice under the nuthority of these 
° laws a party, itjs worth attcntiOD, who is the chief 
1781 magistrate of criminal jnnsdiction throughout the 
provinces, and m whose jOrisdiction in matters of 
cnminal cognizance the judgts have not only at all 
times acquiesced, but in a particular instance have 
actually resorted to it, in aid and exonernlion of them 
selves *** 

At length a case arose, in which the disputes be 
tween the execute c and judicial powers amved at a 
cnsii Upon the 13th of August, 1779, a suit was 
commenced m the Supreme Court, agmnst the Hiyoh 
of Cossijurah, by Cossmaut Baboo, his agent at Col 
cuttn Upon the ofEdant of Cossinaut, a capias was 
ordered to issue, in wWcli boil to the amount of 
35,000/ was alIov.cd to be taken The Bajnh ab- 
sconded, to avoid the execution of the wnt, and was 
unable to fulfil his duty, as Zemindar, in the govern 
ment of the coimtry, and the collection of Its pc\e- 
nues. Tlie wnt of capias having been returned ns 
unexecuted, on account of the concealment of tho 
Zemindar, anoUicr wnt was issued to sequester his 
land and cficcts Tor the execution of tills wnt, the 
SlicnfT dispatched to Cossyumh an armed force, con 
listing of sixty men bended by a seijcant of tlic 
court It was represented by the BajaliK that they 
entered the house, and endeavoured to pass into tho 
Zenana, or womens apartment that of tlic servants 
of tho Bqjah wlio attempted to prevent the dis 
honour of their roaster several wen, beaten and 
wounded; tlmt the party then broke open and ford 
My entered his /cnnnn and plundered his cfTects 
that tlicv committed outrage^ upon hu place of rch 

I tVi* ■ Tff? Bt !,««« I 
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gious worship, and slript it of its ornaments ; and BOOK v. 
tliat a stop was put to the collections, and the farmers ^ 
prohibited from pajdng Iiim tlicii rents. 1781. 

Upon the first intimation of tliis proceduie, the 
Gor cmor-Genei al and Council, by the advice of the 
Advocate-General, had come to the resolution of in- 
structing the l^ajah not to recognise tlie authority of 
the court, or to pay obedience to its piocess; and 
orders were sent to the otTicer commanding the troops 
at i\Iidnapoie, to intercept the part}’^ of the vSherifT, 
and detain tlicm in his custody till furtlier orders. 

Tiic orders arrived loo late to prevent the outrage 
committed upon the house of the Rajah; but after- 
rvards the whole of tlie party were seized ’ 

Atfaii-s liaiing come to tins extremity, the Go- 
rernoi-Geneial and Council issued a notification, to 
all Zemindars, Choudries, and Talookdars, in the 
three jirovinces, that, except in tlie two cases of 
being Bntish servants, or bound by their own agree- 
ment, they were not to consider themselves as sub- 
ject to the juiisdiction of the Supreme Court, or to 
obey its piocess , and the provincial chiefs weie for- 
bidden to lend a military force to aid the Court in 
caiijung its mandates into effect. 

A rule was granted by the Supreme Couit to 
show cause ivhy an attachment should not issue 
against the Company’s attorney and the officers who 
were immediately instrumental in seizing the Sheriff’s 
officeis and tlieir attendants at Cossijurah The 
officers were instructed, by the Governor-General 
and Council to resist the execution of any ■wiit, which 
had a reference to acts done in obedien^’e to their 
orders in seizing the persons in questmT* But the 

1 The substance' of this is not denied by ^ho Chief Juoou He only 
dwells upon the resistance which was offered See his Letter to Lord 
Weymouth, Cossijurah Appendix, No 26 
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attorney was committed to the common gaol of Cal 
cutta for contempt, and a cnraraal prosecution earned 
on against him Upon tins even l^fr Rous re-*^ 
marks,* “ I am sorry to observe that the judges, at 
this penod, seemed to have lost all temper, particu 
larly in the severe and unexampled manner of con 
finmg Mr Nayler attorney to tlic Comjrany, who 
mercl) procured luformation from the office of the 
number of men employed by the SlienfT and once 
gave directions to the vakeel of tlic Zemindar to 
withhold his u arrant of attorney — both, nets don^ 
in obedience to the Go\cmor-<3encral and Council 
The Governor GJenend and Council themselves 
were at last mdmduallj served with a summons from 
the Supreme Court of Judicature to answer to Cos- 
sinaut Uaboo, m a plea of trespass hut finding that 
the suit was brought against them for nets done in 
their collective cnpacit}, ns the governing organ of 
the country, they delivered by the Company s coun 
scl, a declaration tlial they would submit to no pro- 
ceeding of the Court in any prosecution against 
them ns individual^ for nets done bj them as Go- 
vernor General and Counal nets to sviuch the ju 
nsiliction of the Court did not extend 

TIicsc proceedings were not hrought to thisstngt 
before the middle ofMnrdi 1760 and In tlic mean 
time a petition to {Kirlmmcnt had been prcparct! and 
signed by the pnna|ml British inlinbitants In Bengal 
ognm«it tlie cxiTnv svliidi the Supreme CViurt of 
Judicature nmdc of their power nnd thi< togetluT 
witli a jKKiUon from the Corernor C tnerol nnd 
n endicrs of the Supreme Counril nnd nl«o n petition 
fnm) the Company itself, was presented In 1780, nnd 
irferretl to tlic Select Committee which aflenvnnb 
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reported at such length on Indian afTairs In defence BOOK v. 
of the Supreme Couit, the only matter which an- ^ 
pears, with the exception of the speeches of the 1781. 
Judges in Court, whicli lefer only to the^giounds of 
their proceedings in special cases, is contained in 
three lettci*b of the Chief Justice, addressed to Loid^ 
Viscount Weymouth, Secretary of State ; one dated 
the 26th of March, 1779, and the other two dated 
the 2d and 12th of March, 1780. In vindication of 
the attempt to force the jurisdiction of the Court upon 
the Zemindars, it is afliimed .that although, as Ze- 
mindars, they are not subject to that jurisdiction, yet, 
as lenteis and collectors of the revenue, they are in- 
cluded in the description of servants of the Company. 

And it cannot be denied tliat the vague and inaccu- 
rate pliraseology of the act, a species of phraseology 
which forms so remarkable a characteristic of the lan- 
guage of Enghsli law and is the souice of so many 
e\nls, did leave open a door to the dispute, and to aU 
the mischief which it produced, and which it threat- 
ened to produce, though it is clear as day, fiom the 
general import of the act, that no such junsdiction was/ 
intended to be given To the allegation of the mis- 
chievous consequences which would ensue, and which 
were proved to be so extensive and alarming, the Chief 
Justice offers no reply If there is a verbal, or tech- 
nical reason, to justify the exercise of his powei, the 
consequences, in regard to the happiness or misery of 
others, are what from his habits, must to an Enghsh 
Judge appear, m general, as in the present case, very 
much a matter of indifference. To the accusation of 
interfering with the administration of criminal justice 
in the native courts, over which the Supreme Coui t 
had undeniably no control, the only defence which is 
offered by the Chief Justice is, that in those tribunals 
justice was administered very ill. It is, however. 
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300K V aLundantly certain, that totally to destroy those tn 

■ ^ biraala by prosecuting tlie Judges m the Supreme 

I7SI Court, when, Imvmg destroyed them, it was impos- 
siblfe for that Court to substitute any thmg in their 
rOom,waBnot the way to improve the administration 
of justica If those native Courts were susceptible of 
reform, ns most assuredly they were, though, con 
sidenng the state of soaety and the former experience 
of the people, there was at this particular period some 
ground for praise os well ns for Hnmc, it^ouldlinvc 
been a fit and noble exercise for tJic mind of the Chief 
Justice and his brethren, to have formed an excellent 
plan for the administration of justice among the nn 
lives, and to liavc recommended it with all the weight 
of tlieir auklionty to parhament and tlic Companj 
JXhe raoUi'c in this case wluch guided to so de- 
sperate a Imo of conduct cannot he mistaken, and 
ought not ^^th hjpoens) to be dj«guisc<l It was 
not any conception of good , it was not ignorance of 
tJic cni for it *was too obvious to he misundcrstooil 
It was the appetite for power, and tlic appetite for pro- 
fit The power sufficiently \T3ibIc and extraordinary 
the profit more concealed Nor can tlic pleasure of 
exercising unbounded sway, tluxmgh the forms of 
admmislcnng lau, be justly regarded ns a feeble in 
ducemenL We see what, in this instance, it was 
capable of produang And n fniUiful lilstory of the 
law of England would exhibit no less wonderful 
proof* m the miscrj whicli it Ims brought and still 
olislinatclj binds upon the people of England Of 
tins important inlet of cni ^nth nlnch the Bntidi 
legislature ought to hare been tv ell acquamled, they 
ojipcar in framing tlic act for the administration of 
justice in India, to hare had no remembrance or re 
gnrd Viidivcn wlicn Uicrstt that important rs 
ample uf cutUij^ offlhciha'ct (trofit of thcJiidgr\ 
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in the plunder of the suitors, by dcprningtheni of book v 
fill diicct shaic in tlic fees; they did not cut off an ^ 
indiicct profit of no tiifling importance, by allowing 178I. 
them to Cl cate offices, Midi emoluments derived from 
foes ; offices of which they enjoyed the patronage, it- 
self a valuable poM*er, and of which they could not fail 
to discover \ arious m a} s of dis]K)sing for their own/ 
advantage. TJiey still, therefoie, letained an inteiest, 
and a very distinct and operatn c inteiest, in the amount 
of the fees m hich might be gathei cd in the Court ; and 
the candour is amusing nith ndiich the Chief .lustice 
ben ails the decline of these profits, as one of the prin- 
cipal evils, ifnot the onl}’’ cmI, for he scaicely specifies 
another, nhich spiang fiom the measures taken to 
ciicumscribc the juiisdiction of the Court. But 
one term,” he sa} s “ has intci veiled, and the business 
of the Court, as I estimate, has fallen off near one 
thud, and in a teim 01 tn’-o, ndicn the causes aheady 
commenced aic gotiid of, I expect it ivill be 1 educed 
to the trial of a fciv causes arising in Calcutta. The 
advocates, attorneys, and officeis of the Court, who 
have not already succeeded, will be icdiieed to a most 
deplorable situation. The attorneys have petitioned 
us, that on account of the difficulty of their piocurmg 
subsistence 111 the present state of things, their 
numbers may not be increased by new admissions : 

Though persons may come fiom England so qua- 
lified and recommended, that we may not be able to 
comply with this requisition, yet I ically appiehend 
we shall do them little service by admitting them ; 
for, it seems to me, it will be only to give them the 
privilege of staiving in company with the present at- 
toineys”^ Thattheie nught be great abundance of 


1 Report, ut supra, Letter from Sir E!i|ah Jinpey, to’Lbrd Weymouth, 
3d March, 1780 
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' advocates and attorneys, and that they, and the ofH 
^ cers, m regard to whom tlic Court |>o5scsscd the pa 
tronage, might be nchly rcirardcd, appeared to the 
Chief Justice a sufficient nmson his court sliould 
retain a jurisdiction ruinous to the country One of 
the surest effects of an OTccUent admimstration of 
justice, the dimuiation of the number of Iniv sujK 
that IS the diminution of the business of the Courts 
an effect, wluch if produced by tlio proper cause u 
so highly to be desired is here set dorni by the judge 
as one of the greatest of evils It is no wonder It 
was an effect, directly contrary to his profit and 
power And it may with assurance be cvpcctcd 
that judges, who enjoy the profits of a dcfccthc and 
vitious system of law, n-ill regard ns an erfl \\ Imtcvcr 
has any tendenev to lessen those profits that n any 
tendency to purify the law of its profitable defects ' 

At this stage of the discussions, respecting the ad 
mimstratjon of justice, a considerable nlteratjon in 
fhc constitution of the tribunals in the clnl depart 
ment of the native law, was brought forward bj the 


< Souc opinktfl maj be fbrmeU of the tort of futh with «hlrh ihp de* 
feoce oftbejodee «aj drawn up bj the iiufrejirrv>i3t whkh h^ 
madaorfiieu lie that detcnbeY nmtoitjem orthe l*atoa ca r 
** A widow of aa Otnrah of ite etDprre lo wbero her baihaod h»d Ij 
d«di csccated ia Uf lifetime p en pervuiaJ rffrt t» to llt^ rmloe nfH<ne 
laaofnrpee* and b eoatWeraUe landed propert wa< tmder pretroce 
that the deed* bad been forced tboo h pmof wa» made lo the coeitrart 
plonderrd and unpt oftbe whole riiai luraed emt wjtboat be,| er o»* 
Tenaj; lato the pubGe itrteii eoropelUd touVertfi In a nxmanKtl 
Inhabrtcd bj faleen awl to dfpend upoo ihele ch nty fir «utrt ilrncr 
Ac. TLj* i«ion wai Iil*wi»e Lfotq^htapdoit -Iftmti wbrnn 

the CcQCol at Patm had cootrarj to lbeiron(ruI la tituiioo ttn 
powiic d to bear and detenmne a penuro,*’ Ac lb I Lrrtrf /rnm S 
Iinpey lo Lerd fjroetitb, “fllb Slarrb ITJO ** J\U<k Ifrali"— 
thii h tbe fj'prtprUit earn* b«to»» rw ih# Slaf i tralr* awl 
eftie t cL<^t mpr<talul lo ll< ctootry *'//r» a — 

t)u» Si what be a.^ni, tbeopb be inrw that iLr* celj rciJcctid riidiDf* 
aad rtp-ritJ. 
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f)om the Piclenvous of the Supreme Cowl, 

Governor-General, and adopted by tlie Council. Ac- book v. 
cording to the regulations of 1773, this deiiartinent ^ 
was wholly administered by the Provincial Councils, 
sitting as Diinnnce Adaulut, or Court of Civil .Judi- 
cature. It was now, on the lltli of Apiil, 1780,^ 
ananged, that the business of these Courts should be 
divided into two parts ; that which peculiarly con- 
cerned the revenue ; and that which peculiarly con- 
cerned indmduals. A separate couit, stjled Duannee 
Adaulut, was established for the cognizance of such 
disputes as arose between individuals : All such dis- 
putes as respected the i eveniie continued subject ex- 
clusively to the jurisdiction of the Provincial Councils. 

The new tiibunals weie severally composed of one 
covenanted servant of the Company, who was not a 
member of the Provincial Council, nor dependent 
upon it, and denominated superintendant of the 
Duannee Adaulut. The reason adduced for this 
alteration was, to exonerate the Provincial Councils 
from part of their burthen, and alTorded them more 
time for attending to the important business of the / 
revenue. 

About the same time, an expedient, of which the 
foiegoing alteration was probably contrived as a sub- 
sidiary portion, suggested itself to the mind of the 
Governor-General, for neutralizing the animosities 
which prevailed between the Sovereign Council and 
' the Supreme Court, and thereby for terramating 
their disputes. He devised the plan of creating a 
Court for the Chief Justice, with a laige allowance 
both of power and emolument, dependant on the plea- 
sure of the executive power The scheme was con- 
ducted m the following manner. Along with the 
establishment of the Provincial Duannee Adauluts 
m 1773j had been appointed a Sudder Duannee 
^ Adaulut at the Presidency, the object of which was 
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BOOK V to k'eceiTe appeals from the ProviEclol Adouluts TIh: 

^ Sudder Duannee Adoulut was to consist of the Go- 
1781 vernor (General and CJoundl m po^n, but up to 
this time they had not so much as entered upon the 
dischnj^ of the functions of this Court aJthoug^i 
the Governor-General declared, and the declaration 
ought not to pass without remark that, if one half 
of the tune of the Council were devoted to this Court, 
its important dntics could not be adequately dis- 
charged.* If a judicial function of the highest im 
portance, for which there was so extensive a demand, 
was left for seven years totally undischarged, what 
an opinion is it proper we should form of the situation 
of justice during all that time? And what opinion 
arc wc to form of a Gorcrnor-Gcncral and Council, 
who let justice remom in tJmt situation ’ If thcr Imd 
time for the duties of tbeolEcc (and fewof iltc duties 
of government could be more important), tliey utre 
inexcusable for not nppl) mg it if they bod not time, 
they were inexcusable for not dcnsing and executing 
another plan. 

In consultation on the 22d of September, 1780, 
the Governor General introduced a minutt in uhich 
he stated, tlmt tlie airongcracnt cstnhiwhwl n few* 
monllis before respecting the Courts of dril law, Imd 
produced not the most desirable effects 1ml a great 
deal of incomcnicnct " llic institution be said 
“ of the nen Courts of Duannee Adaulut, has nlre-Ml) 
given Oceanian to very troublesome and alarming 
competition between them and the ProWncial Conn 
cfls, and loo mucli waste of time at tins Jkmn! " He 
represented it ns the business of the Sudder Dunniioe 
Adaulut, not only to receive npixmls from tlie<c 


• Co^eTnfT’OrCfnl Inn^iJiQJa **>11 I 
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Courts, but to superintend llicir conduct^ revise their BOOK V. 
jirocccdings. remedy tlicir defects , and generally to 
form such ne^v legulations and checks, ns experience 1781. 
shall pro^ e to he neccssaiy to the purpose of their in- 
stitution.” He afiinned, that it was impossible for 
the Council of government to spare time from its 
other functions foi this important duty; and thus 
made t\vo declaiations: one, that respecting the dis- 
orders of tlic neiv Duannee Adauluts ; another, this 
respecting tlie Court of Appeal : and botli expressive 
of the miserable foresiglit, which attended liis ou^n 
attempts at legislation. lie theiefore proposed. That 
the constitution of the Siidder Duannee Adaulut 
should be totally clianged : Tliat it should not consist 
of the Govei nor-General and Council : But that the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Judicature 
should be vested with all its powers. A large salary 
■v\as intended to he annexed to tlie office; but that, 
for politic leasons, was not as yet proposed. And it ' 
was expressly regulated, that tlie Cliicf .Tustice should 
enjoy the office aiid tlie salary, during the pleasure of 
the Govcrnor-Geneial and Council. The happy 
effects, which the Govcmor-Gcneral repiescnted as 
about to flow fiom this aiTangement, weie these; 

That when the Chief .Tustice possessed the superin- 
tendence of the Duannee Adauluts, that is, obtained 
the choice portion of their power, the Supreme Court 
would no longer interfere in their juiisdiction ; that 
when the Chief Justice obtained this addition of 
power, with the large salary which would attend it,’ 
and held them both at the pleasure, of the Council, it 
“ would prove an instrument of conciliation between 
the Couned and the Court,” and prevent “ those 
dangeious consequences to the peace and resouices 
of the government, which eveiy member of the 
Board,” he said, “ foreboded fioui the contest in 
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which they had been unfortunately engaged wltli the 

Court.*’ The imputation which was essentially in- 

1781 volred m this proposition, and which the Governor- 
General cast upon the Chief Justice, was the most 
dishonourahle, that ever was thrown upon the cha 
meter of the most infamous of men The Chief Jus- 
tice, m extending so vehemently thejunsdiction of the 
Supreme Court had affirmed. That it was an impc- 
nous sense of duty whidi thus constrained him to 
act '[piat by the King whose servant he nas, and 
the net of porhament which constituted the Court 
over which he was placed the boundaries of his juris- 
diction, that is, of Ills sacred duties, were assigned 
and marked out That from these duties it was not 
optional for him to recede That the Judges of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature were stnclly bound to 
occupy every portion of the field nlJottcd to them 
And could not abandon nny part of it, either from 
respect for tlic Governor Gcncml and Council or on 
account of any contingent effects nhich the discharge 
of tlicir imperative duties might be supposed to pro- 
duce 'i ct, what did the proposition of tlic Governor 
General to Uic Counal infer? Tlmt if they gave to 
the Chief Justice a suffiaent quant it} of power and 
of money dependent upon their a ill, the Chief Justice 
would confine the pretensions of the Supreme Court 
witlilo-nnv bmits which they might nidi to impose 
It might naturall} have been objected tlmt to sucli 
n proposition tin. Chief Justice would never consent 
But Mr Hostings it nould opiiear nuslicltcrac 
qitainlcd with the circumstances of the cilo lor 
the Chief Justice immediately discin'cri'd, tlmt infinite 
ndrnntages would ansc from the plan Tlic propoil 
lion no- indeed oppewd witli strong arguments hy 
"Mr hranas and Mr UheItT TJiey insntetJ that if 
tlic Duannec Adnuluts were dcfcctirc institutionn. 



305 


Conduct of the Chef Justice. 

tin's was not tlic proper course for tlicir ameiidment ; HOOK v. 
that, if the niithonty of the Govcnior-Gcnerol and 
Council, undci’ Mhicli they acted, was doubtful, rest- nsi. 
ing-, as BTr. Hastings, to iccoinmcnd his mcasiue, had 
nssci’tcd, on the disputed construction of an act of 
parliament, the authoiity of the Council to make the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Judge of the 
Sudder Duannee Adaulut could not be less than 
equally doubtful, and the Chief Justice, by accepting 
the ofiicc, would ackiion ledge their authority, and 
disclaim the construction nhich hitherto he had put 
upon the act , that to accept a new office, with new 
cmohiinents, and those dependent upon the pleasure 
of the Compaii}', seemed inconsistent with the act 
•nhicli had cxpicssly assigned him a large snlai3% in 
lieu of all other emoluments , that the duties of the 
one office weic inconsistent uith those of the other ; 

. esjiccially if the doctrine of the Chief Justice hilnself 
were sound, that the .Judges of theAdauluts might be 
sued for damages , because he might thus have to 
answer, in his oum Court, for the acts which he had 
peifoimcd as Judge of Sudder Adaulut , that if the 
juiisdiction of the Sudder Adaulut would occupy one 
half of the time of the Council, so it would that of the 
Chief .Justice, whose time was already so much en- 
grossed, that he could not join with his colleagues in 
performing the important office of a Justice of the 
Peace for tlic city and district of Calcutta ; that the 
present exhausted state of the Company's nnances did 
not justify them m creating a new office to which 
large appointments were annexed , that the power 
which would tlius be wielded by tlie Chief Justice 
would “ loo much hide thb government from the eyes 
of the natives;” and that, if the attorneys and forms 
of the Supreme Couit weie in any degree introduced 
into the busine''s of tlie Duannee, “ a new and a wide 
VOL IV X 
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BOOK V door of litigation would be opened.” Wbc® these two 
_ ^ opponents of the measure advanced os objections, that 

ITS] the new powers aHoltcd to the Chief Justice would 
endanger the rights of the Council or of the Company 
as duan and stiH might not temunate the endeavours 
of the Chief Justice to encroach on their department, 
they judged far less correctly, than Mr Hastings, 
the powers of the instrument whidi he proposed to 
•employ They did not consider, that, by rendenng 
the Chief Justice dependant upon themselves for a 
large portion of money and power they lost n6 part 
of that power whidi they lent to him, Init gmned the 
command even of that which he denved from another 
source. 

It was on the 24th of October resolved by a ma 
jonty of the Council, that the Chief Justice should 
be requested to accept of the ofike of judge of the 
Sudder Duannee Adaulut and at the some tune 
proposed, that 60,000 sicca rupees per annum nearly 
seven thousand pounds, should be annexed to the 
office under the title of salary, and 7,200 sicca rupees, 
up^urds of ciglit hundred pounds under Utc deno- 
mination of rent for an office. Tlie as^nt of Ihi. 
Chief Justice, and his nppomlmcnt to the office im 
mediately ensued. 

AMicn Intelligence of the rcconcuinUon between 
the governing Counal and the Supreme Court 
circctcd hy the appointment of Sir Uynh Impey 
tvitb a lai^ snlaiy, to the station of Judge of Appeal 
from the IJuanncc Adaululs, was lirouglit to tlio 
Court of Director^ the ease appeared to llicm of so 
inudi importance os to require the highest legal 
advice and it wus laid !K?rore ihi Attorney and 
SoUator Ccncral before ^Ir Dunning andtlinrown 
counsel "llr Rous It is n fact, more full of meaning 
perhaps, when applied to the clmracter of the pro- 

1 
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Session, than of the individuals, that an opinion, in BOOK V 
the following' ords — “ The appointment of tlie ^ 
Chief Justice to the office of Judge of the Sudder 178I. 
Dewannee Adaulut, and giving him a salary for tlie 
latter office, besides wliat he is entitled to as Chief 
Justice, does not appear to us to he illegal, either as 
being contiar}^ to the 13 Geo. Ill, or incompatihle‘\ 
loith Ins duty as Chi<^ Justice , nor do ne see any * 
thing in the late act, 21 Geo. Ill, which affects the 
question” — was signed by the names, J Dunning, 

Jas Wallace, .T. Mansfield The opinion of Mr. Rous, 
the counsel of the Company, was different, as had 
been that of their Advoeate-General in India , and 
Mansfield, a few days afterwards, stated, in a short 
note to the Duectors, that doubts liad arisen in Ins 
mind, whether tlie acceptance of a salary, to be held 
at the pleasuie of the Company or tlicir servants, was 
not forbidden by the spirit of the act, or at any rale 
the reason of the case. He concluded in these words, 

I have not been able to get the better of these ^ 
doubts, although I have been very desirous of doing 
it, from the great respect I have for the opinions of 
those gentlemen ivith whom I lately concurred, and 
whose judgment ought to have much more weighty 
and authority than mine.” 

The question was taken under consideration of the 
Select Committee of the House of Commons ; who 
treated it, under the guidance of other feehngs and 
other ideas. In their report, the power conferred 
upon Sir Elijah Impey m his new capacity was le- 
presented as exorbitant and dangerous ; and so much 
the more so, that no regular definition of it was any 
where to be found no distinct rule of law was any 
where pointed out ; but he was to be guided by his 
own will , he was to be moderated by no check ; he 
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was to be restrained hy no appeal and he was to 
_ deade upon the fortunes of all the natives of Bengal 
He was provided not only with judicative but legis- 
lative powers, being authorised to make rules and re 
gulabons, that is, to lay down laws, for governing the 
civil jurisdiction of the country And all this power 
was conferred upon a man, who, in the opinion of Mr 
Hastings at least, had been distinguished by no dispo- 
sition to make a modemto use of his power Tlic 
grounds of cxpcdicncj and pohey, on wlucli, osten 
sibly, the measure was put, were treated as having 
been already proved to be frivolous and ‘Weak, bv the 
ailments of hir Tranas and hlr Wilder, to which 
no answer had ever been made. “ The idea,” it was ^ 
affirmed, ** of cstabUslung pence upon tlio ground of 
nd\cr3c daitns stlU unrclnxcd, and wluch nollilng 
(p'cn appears to reconalo but Uic lucrative office given 
to the Chief Justice, "can lie maintained but upon 
suppositions higiily dishooouroble to the jmbllc justice 
and to the executive administration of Bengal ” One 
of tlie most important features of the case was tlicn 
held up to view I\Ir Hastings, it vms remarked 
assumed and hcuusucU ncijunintcd \\ ith the ctr 
cuinslanccs of the case, in the uholc course of lus 
reasoning that in mibstonci. and cfTecl the Chief 
Justice uas llic uholc of the Siipauie Court Bj 
selling his jndoj>cndcncc to the Govenmr Ccniral 
nnd Council the Chur Justice Ihcrcforc wild the 
admini iration of Justice o\cr every cla s of tlie In 
habitants of Ihngal ** Bj the dipcndantx of onc*^ 
tnlninal ” f'ly* the report, “ both are ixiukrcil depen 
dant Imth arc Mllated ?o far ns n plnct of grint 
pourr inflncncx and patronage? "*^1* 
tliQUNUid pounds n vearof cmolununts hdd at the 
jilea un oJ tlii. giur can bt i>u|»|>oied to operate on 

s 
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giatiludc, interest, and fcai. TIic powci of the BOOK v. 
Governor-General over tlie wliole loyal and municipal 
justice in Bengal, Baliar, and Oiissa, is as absoluto nsi. 
and uncontioUablc, as both those blanches of justice 
aie over the whole kingdom of Bengal.’’ v 

An obseivation of the Committee is subjoined, to 
nhicli the highest dcgiee of importance belongs It*^ 
is founded ujion the giand, fundamental tiutJi, That 
nothing IS moic faiourablc to the augmentation and 
conuption of the executive power, than the faculty 
of doing, thiougli (he medium of (he couits of law, 
things which vould awaken suspicion or Jiatred, if 
done by the executive itself. 

In tlie situation in wliich the dcpcndancc of the 
Chief Justice has placed Mr. Hastings, “ he is en- 
abled/’ ‘>ay the Committee, “ to do things, imdci the 
name and appcaiancc of a legal couit, which lie 
would not ])iesumc to do in Ins mvn jicrson. Tlie 
refiactory to his ivill may appear as victims to the 
law; and favouied delinquency maj’- not appear, as 
pioterted by the hand of power, but cleared by the 
decision of a competent judge.” When a nation is 
habituated, even as much as our own is liabituated, 
to pay a bhnd and imdistinguishing lespect to the 
character and acts of judges, the subservience of the 
courts of law is an instrument of powei, ,of portentous 
magnitude 

The consequence of the discussion which these 
transactions underwent, and of the sensations which 
they produced in the nation, was an act of parha- 
ment to regulate anew the Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature, and deprive it of the powei s which had been 
found destructive And, upon a change of mimstiy, 
an addiess to the King was voted by tlie House of ' 
Commons, on the 3d of May, 1782, for the recall 
of Sir Elijah ImpCy, to answer to the charge of having 
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BOOK \ was to be restrained by no appeal and he was to 
^ dcade upon the fortunes of all the natives of Bengal 
1781 He mis provided not only with judicative but legis- 
latii'c poncTB, being authorised to make rules and re- 
gulations, that 1*, to laydown laws, for governing the 
civil jurisdiction of the country And nH this power 
mis conferred upon a mnn who in tlic opinion of Mr 
Hastings at least, had been distinguished b> no dispo- 
Mtlon to moke a modemte use of Ids power TIic 
grounds of cxpcdicnc} and policy, on mIucIi osten- 
sibly the measure ^vas put were treated as having 
been already proved to be fnvolous and weak, b> the 
arguments of Mr Francis and i^Tr Mnicler, to which 
no answer had ever been made. “ The idea ” it was ^ 
affirmed, * of cstahlishing peace upon the ground of 
adverse claims still imrelaxcd and which nothing 
cn appears to rcconalo but the lucrative office given 
to die Chief Justice, *can lie mmntaiocd but upon 
suppositions htglily dishonourable to the pubhcjustice 
and to the cxecutire administration of Bengal " One'^ 
of the most important features of the ease was then 
held up to view Mr Hastings, it was remarked 
assumed and he was ncll actpmintcd mth the dr 
cumslanccs of the ease m the whole course of bus 
rca<onIn;, that in substance and effect the Chief 
Justke Vios the whole of the Supreme Cmirl Bj 
filing hi< indq>cndcncc to the Coicmor Ccnoml 
and Council Die Clmf Justice thcrefure sold the 
ndnum tratiou of Justice onreur} cht .5 of the in 
hnbilniiii uf Birngid “ By the dipcndance of onc*^ 
tribunal " llie rxport, * botli are rendt red depcii 
lUnt Itoth art Mlutcd so fnr as a plact of great 
|»n\iT innni.nt« and patronage? with near tight 
thou nid |naiiult a iiirof cmolunitnts held at tin 
plfi im rf til guiT can U supjKi^cd to ojK.nilc on 
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gratitude, interest, and fear. The power of the BOOK v. 
Governor-General over the whole royal and municipal ^ 
justice in Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, is as ahsoluto- i78l. 
and uncontrollable, as both those branches of justice 
are over the whole Ivingdom of Bengal.” 

An observation of the Committee is subjoined, to 
which the higliest degree of importance belongs It 
is founded upon the grand, fundamental IrutJi, Tliat 
nothing is more favourable to the augmentation and 
conuption of tlie executive power, than the faculty 
of doing, through the medium of tlic couits of law, 
things which would au^aken suspicion or hatred, if 
done by the executive itself. 

In the situation in wliicli the dependance of the 
Chief Justice has placed Mr Hastings, “ he is en- 
abled,” say the Committee, to do things, under the 
name and appeaiance of a legal court, whicli he 
would not piesume to do in his own person. The 
refractory to his will may appear as victims to the 
law; and favoured delinquency may not appear, as 
protected by the hand of power, but denied by the 
decision of a competent judge.” When a nation is 
habituated, even as much as our o^vn is habituated, 
to pay a bhnd and undistinguishmg respect to the 
cliaracter and acts of judges , the subservience of the, 
courts of law is an instrument of power, ,of portentous 
magnitude 

The consequence of the discussion which these 
transactions underwent, and of the sensations which 
they produced in the nation, was an act of parha- 
ment to regillate anew the Suprenie Couit of Judi- 
cature, apd depnve it of the powers which had been 
found destructive • And, upon a change of ministiy, 
an address to the King was voted by the House of 
Commons, on the 3d of May, 1782, for the recall 

of Sir Ehjah Impey, to' answer to the charge of having 
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BOOK V « accepted an office not ogreoablo lo tLe true intent 
^ and meaning of the act 13 Geo 111 ” * 

1781 Soon after Ins appointment to the office of Judge 
of Sitdder Duannee Adaulut, thirteen articles of re- 
gulations for the practice of that Court and of tlie 
aubordmatc tribunals were recommended by the 
Judge approved by the government, and adopted 
With these were incorporated vanous additions and 
amendments, which were aftemards pulilished in a 
revised code, comprising ninetv five artides Tlic 
number of provincial Duannee Adnuluts u as, in Apnl, 
1781, increased from sue to eighteen, in consequence 
of the inconvenience experienced from the extent of 
Ihcirjunsdiction 

j\b the establishment of the police magistrates, 
called foujdnrs and tonnadars introduced in 1774, 
folloi\cd the cxam|ilc of so man) of the contmanccs 
adopted in the goremment of India that is, did not 
answer the end forwiiidi itnns designed, the judges 
of Duannee Adnulut were seated witli pouerof ap- 
prehending depredators and delinquents, ^nthin the 
bounds of tliclr junsdiclion Init not of trjnng or 
punishing them a power which was still reserved lo 
the iSirjimut \daulut^ acting in the name of the 
Naboh The Governor General and Council also 
rererved a power of niitlionring, in eases in winch 
thcT might deem it cc|»cdicnt, the Zemindars to ex 
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^'cise such part of the police jurisdiction as they had 
formerly exercised under the JMogul administration. 
And in order to afford the government some over- 
sight and control over the penal jurisdiction of the 
country, a new office was established at the Presi- 
dency, under the immediate superintendence of the 
Govemor-Gieneral. To this office, reports of proceed- 
ings, with lists of commitments and con\uctions, were 
to be transmitted ever)'- montli ; and an officer, under 
the Governor-General, with the title of Hememhraji- 
cer of the Criminal Courts, was appointed for the 
transaction of its affairs. In November, 1782, in 
consequence of commands from the Court of Direc- 
tors, the junsdiction of the Sudder Duannee Adaulut 
was resumed by the Gh)vernor-General and Council.^ 
Upon these changes, in the judicial, followed close 
another change, in the revenue system. In 1773 the 
plan was adopted of performing the collection of the 
revenues by means of provincial Councils ; but under 
the declared intention of its being only temporary, 
and preparatory to another plan ; namely, that of a 
Board of Revenue at the Presidency, by whom, with 
local officers, the whole business of realizing the reve- 
nue might be performed Afterwards, when disputes 
■with Mr Prancis, and other opposing memliers of the 
Council, arose, Mr Hastmgs had maintained, that 
the expedient of provincial Councils was the most 
excellent which it was possible for him to devise. On 
the 20th of Pebruary, 1781, however, a very short 
time after the departure of Mr. Francis, he recurred 
to the plan whicl^was projected in 1773 ; and de- 
creed as follows. That a Committee of Revenue 
should be established at the Presidency, consisting of 
four covenanted servants of the Company, that the 

1 Fifth Report of the Seject Committee in 1810 , Second Report of 
ihc Select Committee in 1781 - ' i 
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CHAP VII 

Journey of ihc Governor General to ihc Upper 
Provincet^IJt3tory of the Company s Conncx 
ions vith the Jtajah of Benares — Reguisittons 
upon the Hqjah — Resolution to relieve the Com 
pony's Necessities by forcible Kxactwn on the 
Rajah — The Governor-General arrives at Be 
nares — The Rajah put under Arrest — A tumul- 
tuous Asicmblage of the People — An Affray be 
txeen them and the Soldiers — The Rajali escapes 
^JPar made upon him and the Country subdued 
— Condemnation of Mr JJastings by the Birec 
tors — Doable Negotialwn with the Mahrattas 
of Poonah — Ireaty of Peace 

It wasimmc<liatclrnilw]ucnt tothc5C great changes 
in the finannnl nnd Jiichaal drparlmcTits of the go- 
vernment tiint the rclcbmtcd joumc) of the Gover- 
nor Gcncml to the Upper Pronnccs took place Im 
portant ns nns the business winch at thnl time 
pressed upon the attention of the government nhen 
ragctl in the Camatic, nhen the content with the 
jMalinittas was mrried on in U\o places nt once, nnd 
wlien the Sujireme Counal was bo grcntl) retiuced in 
mimbcrs that upon the departure of tlic Gmemor 
General, one mcmlrr alone, Mr M lielcr was left (o 
romluct the machine of government it was to l)c 
ccncludc-d tint matlem of great concernment had 
witlnlrann the f ovemor Ocncrnl from the pnnripal 
cme of intclhgittcT of deliberation nnd of action 
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Rojah of Benares. 

The transactions which he had in \dew were cliiefly BOOK v 
those proceedings which he meditated with regard to 
the Rajah of Benares, and the Nabob of Oude. The 1781. 
government was distressed for money, and the inten- 
tion was avowed of malang those tributary Princes 
subservient to its supply. Tlie Governor-General 
departed from Calcutta on the 7th of July, 1781, 
and arrived at Benares on the 14th of August. To 
understand the events which ensued, it is necessary 
to trace, from its origin, tlie connexion which sub- 
sisted between the English and the Rajah. 

After the shock which the empire of the Great 
Mogul sustained by the invasion of Nadir Shah, 
when the subahdars and other goveniors, freed Rom 
the restraint of a powerful master, added to the ter- 
iitor}% placed under their command, as mucli as they 
were able of the adjacent country, the city and dis- 
trict of Benares were reduced under subjection to 
the Nabob of Oude. This city, which was the prin- 
apal seat of Brahmenical religion and learning, and 
to the native inhabitants an object of prodigious vene- 
ration and resort,' appears, during the previous period 
of Mahomedan sway, to have remained imder the 
immediate government of an Hindu AVhether, till 
the time at which it became an appanage to the Su- 
bah of Oude, it had ever been govenied through the 
medium of any of the neighbouring viceroys, or had 
always paid its revenue immediately to the imperial 
treasury, does not certainly appear. With the ex- 
ception of coimng money, in liis own name , ajpre- 
rogatiye of majesty, which, as long as the throne 
retained its vigour, was not enfeebled by communi- 
cation, and that of the administration of criminal 
justice, which the Nabob had withdrawn, the Rajah 
of Benares had always, it is probable, enjoyed and 
^xercised all the powers of government, within his 
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Coimettton bfiweai the 


BOOK V crmi dominions In 1764, when the wnr broke out 
Cair T the English tmd the Subahdar of Oude, 

1781 Bulwnnt Smg was Rajah, of Bennres, and, cxcq)tiDg 
the pajment of an annuol tn^utc, was almost inde- 
pendent of that grasping chic^ who meditated the 
reduction of Benares to the same speacs of dominion 
nhich ho exercised over the province of Oade Tlic 
Rajah would gladly liarc seen the authority of the 
English solistitutcd in Oildc to that Of the Virir, 
whom lie had so much occasion to dread lie ofTcrctl 
to assist them with his forces and, to anticipate all 
jealousy, from the idea of !iis aiming at inilqicndence, 
expressed his willingness to hold the pountrj, subject 
to the same obbgations under them, ns it Irnd suStainc<l 
in the ease of the Nabob and so higlily important 
was the service wbidi he rendered to the Company, 
that the Directors exp re ss ed llicir sense of it in tlic 
strongest terms * When peace was conclndcd, the 
Rajah was secured from the cfTccls of tlic Nabobs 
resentment and revenge, lij an express article in the 
treat), upon wluch the English insisted, and the 
guarantco of winch Ihcr solemnly midcrtook Upon 
tliL denth ofBulTvanl Sing in the year 1770 the dis 
position of lilt Vizir to dispossess the family, and take 
the province into his own hand.-* was strong!) dis 
plarid but the I ngbsh again interfered and com 
jxllctl the ^ mr to confirm the sucnx^ioii to Chcjrtc 
Sing the son of the late llajnh nnd his poitenty fur 
CMT on the sinie term'-, excepting n ''inall n-<oin the 
annual pnmi-nt as iho'e on which the rountr\ Ind 
Ikth Ik 1(1 hr his fallier In the year 177J wlicn 
Mr Honings paid bis first timI to the Nalmli of 
Omlr ilic |trvcithng ngrmnent was rcucrcd unit 
niifirimd " lltt NalKili*' said Ila^tingx 
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Eughsh nnd the Rajah of Benares, 

" pressed me, in very earnest terms, for my consent, BOOK 
that he should dispossess the Rajah of the forts of 
Leteefgur and Bidgegur, and take from him ten lacs 178I. 
of rupees, over and above the stipulated rents , and 
he seemed greatly dissatisfied at my refusal.” 3 Mr. 
Hastings, however, insisted that all the advantages 
which had been secured to Bulwant Sing, and con- 
firmed by the Nabob’s obtl deed to Clieyte Sing, 
should he pieservcd ; and he expressed, in the same 
letter, his opinion both of the faith of the Vizir, and 
the independence of the Rajah, in the following terms: 

I am well convinced that the Rajah’s inheritance, 
and pcihaps his life, are no longer safe than wliile he 
enjoys the Company’s protection ; vdiich is his due, 
by the ties of justice, and the obligations of public 
faith and which policy enjoins us to alToid him ever 
most effectually : his country is a strong barrier to 
ours, without subjecting us to any expence ; and we 
may depend upon him as n sure all}’-, whenever we 
may stand in need of his services.”^ It ivas established 
accordingly, that no increase of revenue should ever 
theieafter be demanded.” 

Wlien the Company’s new government, established 
in 1774, lesolved upon forming a new arrangement 
with the son and successor of the, Vizii, lately de- 
ceased ; the interest, whatever it was, which was 
possessed by the Vizir in the territory of the Rajah 
Cheyte Smg, was transferred from that chief to the ^ v 
Company. Upon this occasion, it was resolved, not 
only that no infringement should take place of the ^ 
previous rights and privileges of the Rajah, but that 
othei advantages should be annexed Mr. Hastings 
took the lead in this determination ; and earnestly 

1 Secret Consultations, Fort William, 4th Oct 1773 , Extract of the 
Governor-General’s Report, Second Report of the Select Committee, 

1783, p 12 
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Condttton of the Rc^ah 

It was m the end arranged, that the payment of 
the tribute should be made at Calcutta, a commission 
being allowed for tlie additional expense iVnd INIr 
Francis was anxious thot the independence of tlie 
Rajah should he modified no farther than by an ac 
knowlcdgmcnt of the supremacy of the English n 
condition not practically nffccting his government, 
and conduavc no less to his security, than to the 
digmty of lliosc to whom, the compliment was paid * 

Upon these terms the settlement was conduded 
and the Utyah continued to pay las tribute M ith an 
exactness rarely exemplified in the history of the 
tributary pnnecs of Hindustan Unhappily for lum, 
he was not an indincrent spectator of tlie disputes 
whicli agitated the Supreme Council * It is a fact,” 
says ilic Covernor-Gcncrol, ” that when tlie unhappy 
duiaions of our government Imd procccdetl to an ex- 
tremity bordering on civil violence b) the attempt 
to uTCit from me my authont), in the month of 


v^jon tamo C**fng M !(*♦ trcolar oflitary finto of rff'jJeocy 

II Ii to bo oWfT«l U^at llio tbm battaticmi wtre o (n^re frrtfoc* 

Tb« Uajtlt wtt oob rc<)atTt<l to pt* Um lattalKm vtcre 

' The ihthl para^pti ofLu ftlinniB hi Comml ro lh« ISili of Ftl» 
irTj 111 lbM« wotdi •* Tlui lUjtT of rtenafrt to l« ert** 

troml »o the 7 ^mirtdtry whieh wiy l»*i perptioatetl In iht f ro I5 oad<-r 
k C rU unutl tnl>ct mnd a £ t<l f at ea<h fut«(e ) t ititor* I tlx* 
llaj 1 ■uUxTttr lo ht> own nnirTry tn left f«U and •ncntiirooleO ** 
And il «l fulL/^ret|!»l •^hta Minote dMitl 4 ib f f ^l■rcL In 
f (I mir* »• nl, • In *-r*n I th 1+ 1 iwj oflh 

I f nj m t lu a I *#•«> in ll il rl j*- 

raraj’ ftarMi tifll llftfl* rttrj ll I tl.fl ^tmindary 
■ !•' f rpcl tr<l tn 1 r nulj to End onali rat In < <oditn«i 

III I »/Mt f r lu •no 1 It I e c n Irml 1 E at -J rf tl># 

S.nrn -n fU l« I U E t^rti I rred C f Lj e tttJ 

1»t rr t I Etlco* l’ mm ‘‘‘f IWi il e%1 U 1 at to W h t 

Ik! 1 ^pr-(Vir- »-,» ni • ll trt rr»^n I (u« t »!♦' 

c t' *«tU »l Enel I h V « U ll Emn ti cr ec 

frl -n«r f I f» rH r n ihr l-a/t p/ 

I e«-^i! rw M ll** K ftJrr j 1 1 a," 
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Demands upon the Rajah of RenaieS* 

June, 1777,’ he had deputed a man named Sum- 
boonaut, with an express commission to my opponent; 
and the man had proceeded as far as Moorshedabad, 
when, hearing of the change of affairs, he stopped, 
and the Rajah recalled him.”^ It is somewhat won- 
derful that a cmcumstance, no greater than this, 
should have made so deep an impression upon -the 
mind of the Governor-General, as to be enumerated, 
after the lapse of years, in a laboured apology, among 
the causes which justified the prosecution of the 
Rajah to his ruin. 

In the year, 1778, the Governor-General proposed, 
that a requisition should be made upon the Rajah 
Cheyte Sing, for the maintenance of three battahonp 
of sepoys, estiniated at five lacs of rupees per annum, 
during the continuance of the war. In settling the 
terms of the connexion of the Rajah with the Com- 
pany, in 1775, it had been proposed, for consideratioTii 
by the Governor-General, whether the Rajah should 
not engage to keep a body of 2,000 cavalry cons- 
stantly on foot, wliich should be consigned to the 
service,of the Company, receiving an additional pay 
or gratmty, as often as the public interest should re- 
quire.' But this proposition was rejected by the rest of 
the Council, even by Mr. Barwell, on the score of its 
bemg a mere enhancement of the tribute of the 
Rajah, under a different name. And the G^vemor-< 
General then declared, that “ it was far from his in- 
tention to propose ‘this, or any other article, to be im- 
posed on the Rajah by coraiiulsion , he only proposed 
it as an article of speculation.” Mr. Francis and Mr^ 

' What he calls the attempt to ^rest from him his authority, was his 
own refusal to obey the appointment of tho Company, when Sir John 
Clavenng was nominated to the place 6f Governor-General, upon the 
resignation which Mr Hastings disowned 

- The Governor-General’s Narrative of the Transactions at Benares^ 
App No 1 , Second Report of the Select Committee, 1781. 
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Demands continued 


BOOK V Whclcr, in 1778, consented that an aid, to tiie 
^ amount which the Governor General proposed, should 
1781 lie requested of the Rajah, but demurred as to the 
nght of enforcing any demand beyond that of the 
btipulatcd tribute and Mr Hastings agreed to re- 
sene the question of nglit to thdr supenors,* Pro- 
fessing a strong desire to show liis friendship to the 
Company, the Rajah, as n*as to be expected, endca 
\ our^ to obtain on abatement of the sum and when 
he gaNc his consent to the nholc, cxprcsslv dcclnrctl 
that It was only for n single year In resentment of 
these endeavours to bmitthc amount of tlic coutnbu 
tion the Governor General proposed, tliat no time 
should be allowed for the convenience of jmi inent 
but the nholc should be exacted immediately ‘ I 
acquiesce " were the words of Mr Fmnass Minute 
though in my own opinion, it would answer n« 
ivcll to us, and be less distressing to Uic Rajali if 
the subsidy were added in equal proportions to tlie 
monthly receipts of the tribute” 

Tlic Rfljnli pleaded poicriy and, prajing for ui 
diligence in point of time, engaged to make good the 
total payment in six or seven months The Gmer 
norCcncml treated the scry request as n high of 
ft nee and added the foUowang icry cxplonutonr 
a\onl» ‘I will not conceal from the Hoard that I 
lm\o expected this evasive conduct in ilic llnjaJi, 
ImMng l)ccn some time past well informed timt he 
liad licrn odri cd in this manner to procrasUimtc the 
payment of the five lacs to ofTord time for the amral 
of diqvalclies from Pn^land which \rcrc to bnng or- 
ders fur n total change in this gormiment and this 
lie was givm to txiiccl would product a repeal of the 

• Tl< tptr fi* h I V! rat in CcTimI ('>ih Joli IT7®,) wt 
I J 1 r } || rn f n,Li 1 wiib lo In • 

lk«dmu-nt'{| to/ f ‘ti cur IT] r n 
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upon the Rajah of BeyiUi es. 

demand made upon him by the present govel’nment ” book v 
A delay, founded upon the hope that the Goveraor- 
General would be stript of power, might sting the 1781. 
mind of the Govemor-Genei al, if it was a mind of a 
particular description , but a delay, founded upon the 
hope of remission (even if it had been ascertained to 
be the fact) would not by any body, unless he xV-ere in 
the situation of the Governor-General, be regarded as 
much of a crime. Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler were 
over-ruled, and the resident at Benares was com- 
manded immediately to , repair to the Rajah, to de- 
mand, that in five days the whole of the money should 
be paid, to denounce to him that a failure in this re- 
spect would be ti eated as equivalent to an absolute 
refusal, and to abstain from all intercourse with him 
till further instructions, if the lequisition was not 
obeyed. 

In the following year, the, demand was renewed. - 
The Rajah now'm'ore earnestly represented the nar- 
rowness of his circumstances , the hardship wliich 
was imposed upon him, by so heavy an exaction ; 
his exemption, by the terms of his treaty, from all 
demands, beyond the amount of his tribute, which was 
most legulaiiy paid ; and his express stipulation, an- 
nexed to his former payment, that it was not to be 
for more than a year. The Governor-General replied 
in terms more imperious and harsh than before; 
threatening him with military execution, unless he 
paid immediate and unconditional obedience to the 
command The Rajah repeated his remonstrance, 
m the most earnest, but the most submissive, and 
even supphant terms. The troops were oideied to 
maich. He was compelled to pay not only the ori- 
ginal demand, but 2.000/ as a 'fine foi delay, under 
the title of expence of the tioops employed to coeice 
him. 

T 3 
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In the third year that is, in 1780, the exaction 
V, os renewed but several new arcurastanccs were, 
in this year, annexed to the transaction The Rryah 
sent Ins confidential minister lo Calcutta, to moUify 
tlic Governor General, by the most submissive expres- 
sions of regret for having incurred his displeasure, 
even b> confessions of error and of fault, and by tlio 
strongest protestations of a desire to moke every pos- 
sible exertion for the rcco\cry of his favour Ibis 
however included not Uic payment of the five lacs, of 
whicli the agent was instructed to use his utmost cn 
deavours to obtain a remission Tor the better ac 
compUshment of this object, he mis furnu'hcd with a 
secret compbment to tlic Governor General, of the 
amount of two lacs of rupees. At first, as ne ore 
told by Mr Hastings, he absolutely refused the pre- 
sent and ossi^red the agent of the Hqjnli tlmt the 
contVibution must be paid. Aflcnvards, lion ever, 
he accepted the present nlth a rien, ns he himself 
informs its to applj the money to a peculiar exigency 
of the public scmcc Be it so Tiic monej of the 
Bnjah honever was tendered, for a purpose nhicli it 
nns impo« iblc to mistake And tliatmoncj, ndth nil 
the obligation nhich the receipt of It imported was 
in fact received.* Tlic contribution, ncvcrthclcs'^ 

• For ll.** < frrrwlxDC^ of llil* prtitof Hittlsp » Atiiirtf to 
tlviVt Fj lillillihrj: lilt IJ4 rtrth of lUo S<Wi:t Corntnim^ 
17 BI fcnd jL 4 ‘ W nojo* J iho I » W o (atm kt lie Tn«l cf M irrm 
lilt r < Tl 1 c from are remarVai. kiixl cluvtenthc] 

At frtf (vrfret ri>tv-f aI*n«Dt exf li« itu adion tuci hm-i urei Um 
rttr uVm, ai bit if tvronajj appra/ to lra{ Ij a i-n (>f 

f OTT d m wLra cv t rea.tn M ac*! iuardjtn 

li^n d wl ij-r m le 7 t>- fltflemor (IfrrraJ cm if c of Jtaw 
10 ifplj whieh a dc-wntod h Mf^trrrd lo br 

iL^th aK e *OrJ ta U* c f 1 « o«d u» lie wjvj <t of lia da- 

! fC. 1-ICaiTV anlnU^r tmlrr of 'ioodia 1 

nirtUr lU a-n jt/ ’ 1 m <tat loeam I o U a loan or a fifi d J u-< 
nw OftU n<« ft of iki a, t f no iBUmatico •II 
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ii_pon the Rajah of.Benaies. 

was exacted The remonstrances of the Rajah, and BOOK V. 
his renewed endeavours to gain a little time, were ^ 
treated as renewed delinquency; and for these en- 178I. 
deavours the Governor-General imposed upon him a 
mulct or fine of 10 , 000 Z. and the troops were or- 
dered to march into the Rajah’s country, on the same 
errand, and on tlie same terms, as in the preceding 
year. 

The Rajah again submitted, and the money was 
again discharged. But these submissions and pay- 
ments were no longer regarded as enough. An addi- 
tional burthen was now to be imposed A resolution 
was passed in the Supreme Council, that the^Rajah, 
besides his tribute, and the annual contnbution of 
five lacs of rupees, should be requiied to furnish to the 
Bengal Gh)veniment such part of the cavalry enter- 
tamed in liis service, as he could spare : And the re- 
sident was instructed by the Goveinor-General to 
make a peremptoiy demand of 2 , 000 . The Rajah 

made to the Court of Directors before the 29th of November following; 
when he only alludes to it, but expressly withholds explanation Stating 
the reason of mentioning the matter at all to be a desire of “ obviating 
the false conclusions or purposed misrepresentations ” which might be 
made-of his offer to defray the expense of Camnc’s detachment, ns if that 
offer were Cither an artifice of ostentation, or the effect of corrupt in- 
fluence,’' he tells them, “ that the money, by whatever means it came 
into his possession, was not his own, tliat he had himself no right to it, 
nor would or could have received it, but for the occasion which prompted 
him to avail himself of the accidental means which were at that instant 
afforded him, of accepung and converting it to the property and use of 
the Company ” Even here, he represents his converting it to the use of 
the Company, as a voluntary favour he conferred upon the Company, 
when the money was m reality the money of the Company, and when 
every thing received in presents was theirs He had given no further ex.- 
planation up to the end of 1783 , and the first knowledge obtained in 
England of the source whence the money was denied, was drawn from 
Major Scott by the interrogatories of the Select Committee. See 
Eleventh Report, p 7 

1 The payment of this mulct is stated as doubtful, m Burke’s Charges , 
but as It IS passed without mention in the Answer, tlic silence must, in 
this as in other cases, be taken for confession. 
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BOOK V represented that he had only 1,300 camhy in his 
^ scmcc, and that the> were qH employed in guarding 
J 70 I the country, or m collecting the revenues. The Go» 
vemor General reduced his demand, first to 1 500, 
and at last to 1,000 The Riynh cuUectcdfiOO horse, 
as lie himself, and n'lthout contradiction ntfirmcd, 
and 500 matchlock men as a substitute for the re- 
mainder He sent word to the Governor General 
that this force was read)Jo rcccire hii commands 
but ncrer obtained any answer 

The Gorernor General had otlidr views. He 
wanted money, and he was rcsohed that the plunder 
of the unhappy Riyah, whom he dishked should be 
the source from nhich it nas to flow “ I nos re- 
sol vc<l," soys the Go\crnor General ‘ to draw from 
Ills guilt the means of relief to the Compon} *8 dis- 
tresses In a word 1 had determined to make Jnm 
|»a) brgcl) for his pardon or locvnct o sevcrrxongo- 
ance for his past dclinqiicnc) Hio confession lins 
the merit of frankness, be Uic oUicr \ irtucs belonging 
to it such as they mn} The guilt ns it is called, 
consisted cvclu^ncly, in n reluctance to submit to 
the imposition of a \cry heavy burthen, from winch 
the Unjah considered that he ought to Ik, free 

Tlie Jlajali nns inforTiicd of tl»c hotulc designs 
u Inch SI CTL cnlcrlaincsl against him and in order to 
imtigntc the fun of the storm sent an ofTer to tlic 
t ovemor General of tncnti lacs of rupees for the 
puMic fcmcx riic offiT uos scomfull) rejected, 
A sum of not timn fill) Inc' uns the pciTm|>- 
torr demand 1 rom the Covernor (*encTnl s in 
furmation we learn, that he was nt this time ofTiml 
a large >um of money for the dominions of the Ilajah, 
|iy tilt \nboli of Oude that he nns resohed to ex 

> (»<Mtf»*r-CrtKT»r» K,, 
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4(po)i ihe Rajah of Benateh. 

tort the obedience of the Rajah , otherwise to reduce BOOK V. 
his forts, and seize the treasure wliich they were sup- 
posed to contain ; or to conclude a bargain for his 178I, 
dominions ^^nth the Nabob Vizir. 

It IS necessary to be remarked, that Mr. Fowke, 
who liad been replaced in the office of resident at 
Benares by the express command of the Court of 
Directors, the Governor-General removed about six 
months before his jouraey to Benares, on the sole 
pretence that “ he thought the resident there should 
be a man of his oivn nomination and confidence 
though the Court of Directors had decreed the con- 
trary, and issued to that effect their most peremptoiy 
commands It is also requisite to be stated, tliat 
though the Governor-General departed for Benares 
with the intention of inflicting a severe vengeance on 
the Rajah, a design which he communicated 111 tnist 
to some of Ins confidential friends, ’ he entered no in- 
timation of this design in the consultations, or records 
of the Deliberative Council, but on the contrary a 
minute, iinpoi ting nothing beyond an aimcable and 
ordmary adjustment, and desiimg powers for nothing 
but to make such ai rangements, and perfoimsuch 
acts, for the improvenient of the Zemindary “ as he 
should thmk fit and consonant to the mutual engage- 
ments subsisting between > the Company and the 
Rajah The aptness of the expression consisted in 
its having sufficient laxity to stietch around aU that 
the actor had in view, while its more obvious signifi- 
cation led not the mind of the hearer to any but or- 
dinal y transactions 

Upon the appioach of tlie Governor-General to the 
boundary of the Rnjah’s dominions, that Prince went 
out to meet him, and, to render the compliment still 
more 1 espectful, with a retinue unusually great Not 
contented with a mere, interview of foim, the Rajah 
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BOOK V pressed for a more confidential conversation " He 
^ professed,’* says IVlx Hastmgs, ** much concern to 
17BI hear that I was displeased with him, and contnbou 
for having given cause for it, assunng me that his 
Zcmindnry, and all that he possessed were at my 
devotion and he accompanied his words by an actioov 
other strongly expressive of the agitation of his 
mind, or lus desire to impress on mino a conviction 
of his sincerity — by laying his turban on my lap " 
hir Hastings, according to his own account, treated 
the declarations of the Riynh ns unworthy of his re 
gard, and dismissed him 

hir Hastmgs amved in the capital of the Hqjah 
on the 14th of August earlier by some hours tlrnn 
the Ili\jah himself The Kajoh communicated his 
intention of waiting upon hmi in the evening But 
the Governor General sent his prohibition and at the 
same time directed him to forbear lus visits, liU per 
mission fliould be received The resident was next 
mommg sent to the Ki^ah with a paper of complaints 
and demands. The Rajnh in rcpl} transmitted, in 
the course of thedaj, a paper in i\hicli he endea 
soured to make it appear that lus conduct was not 
liable to so mud; blame ns the Genemor General Im 
initcd nor dcscnxd the seventy of treatment nliicJi 
u ns bestowed The Goicmor-Gcncml, without any 
furtlicr communication, put him under arrest tlic 
fulloH-ing morning and imprisoned him in Iiu onn 
Ikkj^ wiUi a mditary guard 

Tills Is the point, ot which the remkr should 
pause to examine by the rules of justice, the conduct 
of llic parties since to this time tlicir action^ were 
the o^■^pnng of choice, nflcrwards they bccomo 
more the rr^ll of ncccsuty on l>oth ildr« 

Supper the justice of tlic demnnd to haiclKcn 
ever 30 dear niiduriam suppose tlml the Unjah had 
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procrastinated, and endeavoured to evade the pay- BOOK v. 
ment of his defined and established tiibute, which on 
the contrary he always paid with singular exactness ; 1781, 
suppose that importunity on - each occasion had been 
requisite, and the delay of a few months incun’ed ; 
even in 'this, case, where blame, if inability hindered 
not, might without dispute have been due, it will 
be acknowledged, that the behaviour of the Governor- 
General would have been harsh, precipitate, and 
cruel. Even the fines, and the soldiers, would 
have been too hastily and vindictively applied to 
an offence, so common in India, and to which any 
consequences of importance are so little attached. 

The arrest, which to a man of rank is the deepest 
disgrace and injmy, would have been an ex- 
cess of punishment to a very considerable degree 
beyond the hue of justice and humanity. If so, how 
much must be supposed to be added to that excess, 
when it is considered that the demand itself was ex- 
traordinary, iiTegular, and liable to the imputation 
of injustice ; that some even of Mr. Hastings’ collea- 
gues disputed the right of the Company to enforce 
any such demand ; and that Mr. Hastings, though he 
declared that Ins opinion was in favour of the light, 
dared not to decide upon it, but in express terms left 
the question doubtful, and reserved the decision for 
his superiors ^ 

hlr. Hastings imposes a heavy burthen upon a 
native Prince His light, in point of law or justice, 

IS a matter bf doubt • The Prince shows reluctance 
to submit to w^hat he very naturally regal ds as op- 
, pression ; and by some little and ordinary artifices he 
endeavours to elude the demand * To this reluctance 
and these httle artifices, Mr. Hastings attaches the 
name of guilt : Having suflSciently attached to tliem 
the name of guilt, he holds it lequisite that guilt 
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Imujpetena/ of the Defenct 

ROOK.^ showld meet mth pumshmeiit And 'as it is the 
^ dignity oC the state ogmnst nhich the ofTcncc has 
J 78 J been committed^ the dignity of the state, which is 
infimtc, requires that the punishment shnuld bo nde- 
quatelj severe. If this be justiqc, n way ma^ be found 
for infiictijig any punishment justJy^ nt any tunc, 
upon an) human bang 

There are considerations on the opposite side, 
which must not be forgotten Air Hostings, m his 
present cxigcnc\, might naturall) expect assistance 
from the Itojah It was common for the tnhntaiy 
Pnnccs of the country to be compelled to assist tlicir 
pupenors in unr And il is probable tljnt Air 
Hastings counted upon that assistance uhen, m 
1773, the agreement inth the Unjah was formed 
UiSjhoucNcr not n matter of doubt, that by the 
terms of that solemn compact, the (70\cmor-(*encmI 
and Ins colleagues uhctlicr thes so intended or not, 
did surrender and renounce all right to make any de- 
mand u|>on the Rajah of Juidi assi'lancc or of on) 
cmohiniait or service svhatsocscr Ixjond the amount 
of Ins annual tribute 

Air Hosting* in contest uith Ins nreuser^ endea 
>oureil to lay the burthen of his diftncc u|Hm the 
duties uhich in India n dcjicndant rulu- ones to the 
authontv on which he dciicntl^ But if these duties 
ulntcverthc\ mav lie nre solcnuih n.nuUe<l In him 
to whom thci arc due, and the nglit to i\acl ihtm 
IS formnllr p\cn up the obligation is tirsiitncd and 
Itcconu-, if it never had rxistcd, Hmt the wonis 
of the grant to the Rnjah Cherte Sing I>nrred t\cn 
demand licrond that of his tnhnte nml hv consc 
quencT that u liu It was now mndi Iln (ings no witcrc 
dirrctU nmtruviTts ' He im-cts nit the argument, 

» w iT'tt-mtitiul il fn« 

« (Ui ItU Utter cl r- id^lir- I t 
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of Mr Hastings. 

because it could not be answered ; be endeavours to 
defeat it by other means , by liiding it from obser- 
vation, while he sedulously directs the attention to 
different points. 

We must also be allowed to examine the lights 
which tlie custom of India gave to the Piincc who 
received, over tlie Piince who afforded the tribute. 


express dccHntion n}i'ite\cr was not defined and specified in the fonner 
Ambiguity could not more eflcctually be excluded TIio first clause 
included his tribute, and nothing else, the latter negntned uhaterer 
was not in the first clause, that is, \vhate\cr was not his tribute ,The 
words to which reference is always inndt, are the words of the resolution 
of the Council It is true, tliat the woids of the sunniid, which was 
afterwards actually granted, and which ought to ha\c been exnctl) cor- 
respondent to the words of the resolution, were too indefinite to fix any 
thing whatsoever in fai'our of the Hajah But this is one of the injuries 
which the Rajah sustained , and cannot be employed to justify the 
oppression which was grounded upon it it is on the contrary u heinous 
fraud, for which the authors were justly accountable And the words of 
the resolution ought to be the explanation .ind the standard of wliat is 
left undefined in the sunnud It is remark ible, that there was a great 
deal of irrcgulnnty, and some suspicious circumstances, in tlie mode of 
making out the deeds, and performing the investment The Rajah ob- 
jected to the first forms They were altered Other forms weie adopted 
And in the charges against Mr Hastings, voted by the House of Com- 
mons, It IS stated, that neither the first set of deeds, noi the second ^ct of 
deeds, were entered in the records, or transmitted to the Court of Diiec- 
tors In fact, there is so raucii the appearance of improper design in 
these proceedings, that Mr Burke scruples not to say, they “ give, by 
that complicated, artificial, and fraudulent management, as well as by his 
(Mr Hastings) omitting to record that material ilocument, strong reason 
to presume that he did even then meditate to make some evil use of the 
deeds, which he thus withheld from the Company, and which he did 
afterwards in reality make, xvhen he found means and opportunity to 
effect Ins evil purpose ” The design was, however, probably, no worse 
thantoJeave himself a latitude of power with regard to the Rajnli But 
the indefimteness of the sunnud very ?11 agreed wntli the Solicitude ex- 
pressed m Counal by the Goyernor-General, in 1775, to exempt the 
Rajah from deppndance, and all chance of encroachment on Ins power 
It is also necessary to state, that Mr Hastings avers he had no concern 
in making out the sunnuds, or omitting to record them , that these prac- 
tical operations belonged to the Secretary of the Board, under the super- 
intendence of the majonty, of which at tins time he was not a part, and 
that if there W’as any misconduct, that miyonty are to answer for it See 
his Defence on the Third Charge 


BOOK V; 
Chap 7. 


17S1. 
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hixuffiuenc^ of the Defence 

BOOK \ Far were thej*, indeed, from bang of such a naturcj 
^ as Mr Hastings, for the benefit of his own cxcul- 
1781 palion, affirmed By whose construction? By the 
habitual construction, by the public acts, of ^Ir Hast- 
ings himself The Fast India Company were the 
dependants of the Emperor Shah Aulum, and paid 
him a tnbutc. Did the East India Company hold 
t]icrascl\C 3 bound to olicy crery demand which the 
Emperor might dioosc to make upon them for 
assistance in his wars ? Did they not treat him as a 
person to whose commands, or most urgent supph 
cations, not the smallest attention urns necessary’ 
Did they not even treat him as a person toward 
whom tliey had no occasion to Julfil even the most 
solemn engagements ? Did they not, ns soon ns Uicy 
pleased refuse to pay him c>‘cn his tribute for Umt 
port of his donunions which the) continued to liold 
in his name? Did not tliar ally, the Nabob of Oude, 
10 like manner depend ujion the Emperor, and one 
him tnbutc, which he never paid? Was he not even 
Ills ^ xiir in other words, his clucf minister and scr 
vant, and therefore bound by a double dut} to olicy, 
to aid, and to protect him’ Did he on llicsc ac- 
counts perform towards him (he smallest act of ser- 
vice, or obcdu-ncc? No one than Mr Hastings 
belter knew, that in Indm the obligation of tlic |>cr 
son who pays tribute to the person x\ho receives it is 
deemed very shglU, as scared} to lie felt or re 
garded and no man was more rcadv to net upon 
tlial pnnaplc n hen It suited his purpose^ than Mr 
Hiuling^ The lau of the strongest indeed nasin 
pcrfi'cl force and wlicncror any jmrty had tlic \tor, cr 
to cnrirrc obedienct it Iiad no hunt but tlial of hn 
nilt 

Tlic rchtion in uliich the Conipn} stood to tin 
Bajoh tin. om. tu witalgn tlit otluT na 6 ulijt*tl, 
9 
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of ill? . Hosliugs. 

]\Tr. Hastings represented as confemng “ an inherent book v 
right to impose such assessments as the Company ^ 
thought expedient.” But, in that case, tlie compact 
into wliicli the Company entered witli tlic Bajah, 
that on no pretence ivhatsoever should any demand . 
whatsoever be made upon him, beyond tlie amount 
of his tribute, were a form of words totally destitute 
of meaning, or ratlier a solemn mockery, by wliich 
the Company gave security and assurance to the mind 
of the Rajah, that they would take fiom him nothing 
beyond his tribute, excepting just as much, and just 
as often, as they pleased.* 

hli’. Hastings, in his ovti justification, and after 
the time when his conduct had produced the most 
alarming events, alleged tlie previous existence of de- 
signs, and even preparations, on the part of the Ra- 
jah,' traitorous and hostile to the Company. For the 
evidence of these designs, Mr. Hastings presents his ' 
own naked assertion. But to that, in such ch’cum- 
stances, little value is to be attached. The assertion 
was also contradicted; and by the man who best 
knew on what grounds it was made ; by Mr. Hast- 
ings himself. It was contradicted, by his actions, a 
better testimony than his words. So far fiom repair- 
ing to the capital of the Rajah, as to a place where 
any danger was to be apprehended, he lepaired to it 


> Mr Francis at the time remarked , “ I did, from the first, eipress 
a doubt, -whether ive had strictly a right to increase our demands upon 
the Rnjah beyond the terms which we onginnlly agreed to give him; 
which he consented to, and winch, as I have constantly understood it, 
were made the fundamental tenure by which ho held his Zemindary If 
such demands can be increased upon him at the discretion of the superior 
power, he has no rights, be has no property, or at least he has no secii- 
nty for either Instead of fi\e lacs, let us demand fifty whetlier he 
refuses, or is unable, to pay the money, the forfeiture of his Zcmindary 
may be the immediate consequence of it, unless he can find means to 
redeem himself by a ndw treaty ” Minute in Council, 28th September, 
1778 , Second Report, ut supra, p 80 
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IntufUnencjf of tht Dtfcna 

BOOK \ tinction between a Zemindar, and a dependant Pnnee, 
^ was to be found? Was not every Zcnimdar that hod 
J7SI a large extent of tcmlory and power, n dependant 
Pnnee and was not crery Pnnee of a small extent 
of temtory and power, o mere Zemindar? "What 
could constitute any man a sovereign Pnnee, if all 
the powers of government secured, without parti 
apation to him and his heirs for ever over a coun- 
try Surpassing the extent of considcmhle kmgdoms, 
did not constitute Uie Hajoh of Benares a Pnnee’— 
But the father of the Rajali, Bulwant Sing, said 
l\fr Hastings, rose from the condition of a petty 
Zemindar —What had tlus to do i\ith the question? 
Did any one, better than I\Ir Hastings, know, that 
those who acquired the station of dependant Pnnccs 
in India almost unifonnly ascended from the lowest 
ongin ? Did the blrtli of Ahvcrdi Khan prevent him 
from being the Sobohdar of Bengal and leaving his 
heir in the state of a tributary Pnnee? * 

Another of the allegations, upon whicJi tlie defence 
was attempted of the demands which Mr Hastings 
made upon the Kxqah and the arrest of him for c\'n 
sons of payment, was tJint the pohcc of tlic Bajoli s 

* lV>at vti ihf coTMtUioti of tl>e ZcmltuUr* ef tbc prcninr* oT D^* 
at •uljtct* vat du« lo t Tb« Cict 

if lint oothirrf' vat xt ukI finite at tie I tU Zrmnuitr Sfr !(■ 

1 taji “ Tb« npultlon ipultU/ » rmJu 

I Lstv Kl«a^t It (O ** A irttjuilno, com ttlns to ll"* 
cKan- of ■ UcmJ iToter irtnmral leit plr&tuvl It it nariooi tocontrm t 
ll xcmli of Sir • ovB • M jor vho bad occail^n 

m rtk]n](« tuoE foo c/ the lUjabt ** Mr ToxIp it Ilct Ilrrarr-i 

If pran to Llm in] mtiinl/ It it in inba tidoc it i fort n U><ta|>b 
dtprnla t cmirt t rmn tbsi Jtijili tie ConpiaT rmi 1 300 Ogo/ Hf n 
brt • tt^ iJcfiitt If tb ifit rf pJ tioj TiilffI ttf imlattailoft 
fnan ri c* f>r« rr ia In} ■ mule U'trr * Fndmeo of Jliji-r 

I I nh TUpon (p i)of tb« Cotnrajtirr 1781 )ctD« 
tf* 1 f tLt* ■utb.KC't C r lli#ii#rirticv cm Mr If unjt $ 

In l» liofnnraailUlU 1 n » « tttt# Atmnltr \ ►! MuHrt 

Lt Bt 1 frt. 
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dominions was very defective It would have been BOOK v. 
difficult for Ins accuser to show in what part of India ^ 
it was good. Tliree instances are adduced, on the iVsi. 
complaint of jMajor Eaton, the English officer com- 
manding at Buxar, in which the people of tlie coun- 
try had beliaved without respect to the English autho- 
rity, and in one instance with violence to Emrlisli 
sepoys, and even Englisli officei*s Upon this, re- 
monstrance had been made to tlie llajah, and, though 
it is not alleged that he abetted his officers or people, 
yet he had not made rediess, to tlie satisfaction of 
the offended paity. On tlie 14th of December, 1780, 
the Supreme Council wiote, commanding the Rajah 
to make inquiiy into one of the cases ; which, as 
there is no complaint to the contrary, except that an 
ansn^er had not been received on the 17t]i of next 
month, it would appear that he did And just seven 
montlis after the date of this letter iMr Hastings set 
out on the journey to inflict that punishment on the 
Rajah which led to his rum ^ " 

Another extraordinary declaration of Mr. Hast- 
ings lemains to be consideied “ I will suppose,” says 
he, “ for a moment, that I have eiTed, that I have < 
acted with an unwarranted rigour towai’ds Cheyte 
Sing, and even with injustice Let my motive be 
consulted.” . Then follows the account of this motive, 
in the following words : “ I left Calcutta, impressed 
with the behef, that extraordinary means, and those 
exerted With a strong hand, were necessaiy to pre- 
serve the Company’s interests fiom sinking under the 
accumulated weight which oppressed them. I saw a 
pohtical necessity for curbing the overgrown power 
of a great member of their dominion, and to make it 
contribute to the relief Of their pressing exigencies. 


I Vide SJmutes of Evidence on the Tnal, p IGOl 
IV Z 
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book V If I erred, my error was prompted by on excess of 
^ real for their interests, operatmg with too strong a 
1781 bias on my judgment Here some portion of tl}c 
truth comes forth The Company were m wont of 
money The Rajah was supposed to possess iL And 
since he would not give what was demanded willingly, 
the resolution was formed to take it from him by 
force. The pretence, however, that his power as 
overgrown, that is, fium its mAgnitude an object of 
danger, was utterly groundless. In wbat respect had 
that power mcrcascd, during the short penod of five 
years, from the time a hen Mr Hastings and his col 
leagues confirmed and established his power, and 
when Mr Hastings was so for from dreading it, tliat 
he mshod to make it slili more independent than it 
was really made? By a small body of troops hastily 
collected together, and Tvrctchedly pronded both mtli 
provisions and pay the whole ponxr of the Ihyah 
was m a few days, and with httle bloodshed, com 
pictely subdued And the military officers declared 
that, even if the country had deliberately rebelled a 
single brigade of tlic Companj s armj would have 
sufficed for its reduction ’ 

Nor was the Govcrnor-Gcncral so perfectly disln 
(crested, as be was desirous to make it appear Tlie 
wlwlc power and emoluments of his office over wliicli 
be watdicd with so mucli jcnlousy and dcsin. were 
the powerful Interests by which be %\as stimulated 


• CarmwrCetffml* e et lupra, O No. 1 

• U t md<t>cr ©f Limtniwl.C<4oDel Cnbb, Second H^porl at 

iffpro, Api<Trtiii So 11 tiie merdt ©r Mr Mnntlfi 

TL« tmd>rr 7 of RijtliCke^tSiSt bmiconp^Urd me to rrtmtto iLii 
1 to rvfMe tilt Zrtrirdarj; « mark / trmti rf* no 
^ mUy mr Tmofn mr* aitefnllufj lU 1/ miufi k4 

Oi>TTmo<-C«»<r»r* Leilrf lo Colooel Mitf 
Cl r<l C2.-s»ux^r IHb Aicui 17B1 Otiiq>n So -I rndi*DCt wei 
klliare-J i-Q lU Ini! b«/«r*rr la f’nnr itii feat VjtL ihf mt 
?! tn ait r, cs tt« Ikoem cLl^l^ 
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of Mj . Hastings > 

He knew, under the sentiments which prevailed at BOOK v. 
home, by what a slender and precarious tenure he 
enjoyed his place. He knew well that success or 1781, 
adversity would ‘determine the question. He knew' 
that with those whom lie served, plenty of money 
was success, want of that useful article, adversity.' 

He found himself in extreme want of it. The trea- 
sure to which he looked was the fancied treasure of, 
the Rajah; and he was determined to make it his 
own If under such circumstances as these a zeal 
for the government which he served could sanctify his 
actions, then may Jefferies be regarded as a virtuous 
judge." 

<!> 

1 Mr Hastings represented his animosity as inflamed by the dangef, 
to which the detachment of Colonel Carnac In Sandiu's^country was ex-* 
posed Tlie money expected from the Kajah was, according to the 
statement of Mr Hastings, destined to that service But, m the first 
place, Mr Hastings was inexcusable, if he left the subsistence of an 
army, m a dangerous situation, to depend upoh A slipfily which he ktieW 
to be precanous Besides, it is, by the Select Committee, m their Se- 
cond Repott, shown, from a comparison of the dates, ‘that the distress 
of the army was not an effect of delay in the payments of the Rajah. 

And it is s^l farther shown by that Committee in their Eleventh Report, 
that the present of two lacs of rupees (23,000/. sterling), which the 
Governor-General took from the -Rajah, be actually proposed to ±be 
Council on the 26th of June, 1780, to employ, (not representing It as 
money not his own) in supporting the detachment under Camac The 
following are a few of the words of the Committee “ If the cause of 
Cplonel Camac's failure had been true, as to the sum which was the ob- 
ject' of the public demand, the failure could not be attnbuted to the 
Rajah, when he had on the instant pnvately furnished at least 23,900/. 
to Mr Hastings, that is, furnished the identical money which he tells 
us (but carefully conceahiig the name of the giver) he had frota the be- 
ginning destined, as he afterwards publicly offered, for this very expe- 
dition of Colonel Camac’s The comphcation of fraud and cruelty in 
this transaction admits of few parallels Mr Hastings, at the Council 
Board of Bengal, displays himself as a zealous servant of the Company 
bountifully givmg from' his own fortune, and in his letter to the Direc- 
tors (as he says himself), as going out of the ordinary roads for their 
advantage, arid nil this on the credit of supplies, denved from the gift 
of a man, whom he treats with the utmost seventy, and whom he ac- 
cuses, m this parbcular, of disaffection to the Company’s cause and 
interests ” Ibid p. 7 ’ 
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S40 Arjtti of the Itajah 

BOOK V On the very evening ofthe first day after the amml 

^ of the Governor Genera] in tiie capital of the Kajah, 
1781 1^6 gave his commands to hlr jMarkham, the Resi 

dent who proceeded the next morning, with a few 
of hisorderhesjto thepaloceof theRiyah and he thus 
rqwrlcd to his employer the result of his mission 
** The Rqjah submitted quietly to the arrest and 
assured me, that whatever were your orders, he was 
ready iraphcitly to obey he hoped that }Ou would 
aDow him a subsistence but as for his Zcmindary, 
his forts, and his treasure, he was ready to lay them 
at your feet, and his life, if required He expressed 
himself much hurt at the ignominy whicli he affirmed 
must be the consequence of lus confinement, and 
entreated me to return to you with the foregoing 
submission, hoping that you would make afiowonce 
for his youth and inexperience, and in consideration 
of Ills fathers name, release him from liis confine- 
ment, 05 soon as he should prove the sincerity of lus 
olTcis and himself deserving of your compassion and 
forgiveness " 

Tliii conversation had only been a few minutes 
ended, when a guard of two companies of sepovs 
nm>*ed the servants of the Rajoli were disarmed 
and he was left in chaigc of the oflicen The sen 
sation wlucli thb mcnl produced in the minds of the 
people was immediately seen Tlic government of 
the Rajah, and of Ills father Bulnont Sing hod for 
many years afTorded the people nn uncommon |>ortion 
of justice and protection and they bad prospered 
under Its l>encficcnt care Captain Harper, nn officer 
of the Compan>, who liad performed a great deal of 
MTMce in that part of Hindustan was asked in evi 
dence by the Select Committee, “ IIow the provinces 
of Benares and Garcepoor n ere cultivated compared 
wiUi those parts of Bahor s^Iuch adjoin, and art only 
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separated by the river Caramnassa? He said. The BOOK V. 
provinces of Benares and Gazeepoor were more highly 
cultivated than any he ever passed through ; and far 1731 
superior to the adjoining one of Bahar ; and that he 
attributed this comparative prosperity of those pro- 
vinces to the industry of the inhabitants, and to the 
secure and lenient government they lived under.” ^ 

In consequence, the family of the Rajah was naturally 
beloved; and it sufficiently appears, from the affi- 
davits ^ adduced by the Governor-General, that the 
Enghsh wei’e by the natives, in those parts, in a pecu- 
liar manner detested The confinement of their Prince 
was an act, which, under the ignominious light in 
which imprisonment is regarded by the Indians, they 
viewed as an outrage of the most atrocious descrip- 
tion. The passions of the people were inflamed; 
and they flocked in crowds to the spot where their 
sovereign was confined. So little had any conception 
of resistance been entertained, that the two companies 
of sepoys, who were placed on guard, had come with- 
out , ammunition. As the concourse of people in- 
creased, two additional companies, with a supply of 
ammunition, were ordered to their support But be- 
fore they arrived at the palace, all the avenues were 
blocked up, and a tumult arose, which soon led to , 
bloodshed, and at last to a funous engagement be- 
tween the people and the troops. The unfortunate 
consequence was, that the sepoys and their officers 
were almost aU destioyed. On which side the acts 
of provocation and violence began, does not suffi- 

1 Report on the Petition of Touchet, &c p 56 And the Governor- 
General himself, in his Minute in Council, 12th of June, 1775, de- 
clared, that the Zemindary of the Rajah consisted of “ as nch and m ell 
cultivated a tefiatory as any (district, perhaps, of the same extent m 
‘India” 

^ 2 Appended to Ins Narrative 
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Ute Rajah escape 

acntlj appear * The R^ah, during this confusion, 
escaped bj a wicket which opened to the nver , and, 
letting himself down the bank, which was \ cry steep 
b) turbans tied together, he escaped to the other side 
The multitude immediately followed him across the 
river, and left the palace to be occuped by the Eng- 
lish troops. 

That this assemblage of the people, and the attack 
which they made upon the guard, was the fortuitous 
result of the indignation with which they were in 
spired, by the mdignity oflered to their pnnee, and 
that it m no degree owing to premeditation and 
contnvonce, was omplj proved by the e\cnt5 The 
imob knen that hfr Hastings was unattended by 
any militar} force and, if ho hod acted upon a pre- 
vious design would not Imvclost a moment in scctir 
mg hu person The Go\‘CTiior Gcncml himself dcs 
dares ** If Cheyte Sings people after they had 
effected hi5 rescue, had proceeded to mj quarters 
Instead of cron ding after him in o tumultuous 
manner, os they did, in his passage over the nvpr, it 
is probable that m) blood, and that of about thirty 
English gentlemen of iny party, would hn\c liecn 
.added to the recent carnage for they were about 
two thousand, funous and danng from the casj suc- 
cess of their last attempt nor could I ns^^imhlc mort^ 
than fifty regular and armed sepoys for my wliole 
defence'^* Nothing nns it possible to hn\c said 
more deebire of the chometer of a msunl mob led 
by the mere conUngenry of Uio moment nitlimit 
forcMght, and without an end 

• n»e HtjaS iiwlrd »od Mr II tiin-n Lii on fc crifitfa<rctr»t 

t^»nl e watp fn bj fbe TrrJencx isd nf iKa FVt; 

I t» nc-r* Hot Ut •i«nJoo B-lrn i ppr rted by arctmj 

ttuur* 1;, ,ueb • oi* far Ur««nj> {roef 

• Nanvj t, ot 
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Imprudence of Mr. Hastings. 

It was by no means worthy of a man of prudence BOOK v. 
and experience to have proceeded deliberately to a ^ 

measiu'e so likely to make a violent impression upon 178I. 
the minds of the people, without having made any 
provision whatsoever for preventing the unhappy 
effects which it tended to produce. Mr. Hastings, 
at first, was able to assemble for his defence 'only six 
companies of JMajor Popham’s regiment, about sixty 
sepoys which he had brought ndth him from Buxar 
as a guard io his boats, and a few recruits newly en- 
listed for the Resident’s guard; in all, about four 
bundled and fifty men , and without provisions even 
for a single day 

Ramnagur was a fortified palace of the Rajali, on 
the opposite side' of the river, close to Benares. It _ 
was not expected that it could for any length of time 
resist the effect of artilleiy ; and the lesolution was 
taken of reducing it with all possible dispatch. The 
remaining four companies of Major Popham’s regi- 
ment of sepoys, with one company of artiUeiy, and 
the company of Trench rangers, lay at jMii’zapoor ; 
and were ordered to mardi to Ramnagur Maj’or 
Popham was destined to assume the command, as 
soon as all the troops intended for the service had 
ariiyed. But the officer, who in the mean time com- 
manded the troops, was stimulated with an ambition 
of signahzing himself; and, ndthout waiting for the 
effects of a cannonade, marched to the attack of the 
palace through the narrow streets of the town by v 
which it was surrounded In this situation the troops 
were exposed to a great variety of assaults, and after 
a fruitless opposition were compelled to letreat. The 
commanding officer was ktlled , a considerable loss 
was sustained , and an unfavoui able impression was 
made at the commencement of the struggle, which 
would have been a serious exdl in a less trifling affair. 



'Til I>anger of Uaslingi 

n)OK \ The Gorernor General no^v regarded himself as 
^ ^ placed in imminent danger Letter upon letter was 
1781 written to the commanding officers at all the mflilaiy 
stations from winch it was possible that timely assist- 
ance could be received. Few of these letters reached 
their destination for all the channels of communica- 
tion x\crc interrupted and so greatly were the 
people of the country nmmated against the English 
that it a ns cxtrcmciv difficult for any agent of tlicirs 
to pass V itliout disco\'cn and prc\‘cntion The con 
tnginn of rciolt and hostilitv flew with unustiQl 
rapidit} ondfitren^h Not onl) did the a hole of the 
district uliich owned the sway of the Eajnh fly 
to amis, the >cr} fields being deserted of thchus- 
Imndincn who \oldntiinl} flocked to hLs standards 
and inwUiplied his ranks Init one Imlf of the province 
of Ondc IS h\ the C ovemor Ccncral nfllnncd to hnic 
been in a state of ns complete reKIhon ns Junarcs 
Even the Bntish dominions tlKm‘^lv(3 nfrordctl muse 
of alarm inoiii of the Zemmdors of Bnlimr had ex 
hihited symptoms of disafTcctioii and the Covtmor 
Ccncml recoiled reports of octuol levies in that pro- 
vince for the scnicc of Cheyle Sing The danger 
\rn< cxccetltnglv augmented from another source 
ria. Coiemnr Ccncml was entirely destitute of 
money and affirms that the whole extent of Irotli 
hW treasure and his credit exceetleil not three thou 
find rupees while the tnxips were nil four months, 
and sonu. of them five months in nrrenr ’ 

lltwa alurmal with the jiro^jiect of on attack 
frini llamnagur winch report dc*cnl)e<l ns nlwut 
tnki j Inet in (he night Ills situation at Benares 
wus ni,nrdcd hr himself nin! h\ his military officers, 
6% not dcfensilile and he n'^dred to make Ins escape 


1 £«« Lit leut L3 Mf Vll to bi Niostirf Nc 177 
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/ 

to the strong fortress of Chimar He secretly^quitted 
the city, after it became dark, leaving the wounded 
sepoys behind ; and arrived in safety at the place of 
his retreat. 

Though the letters of the Governor-General 
reached not Colonel Morgan who commanded at 
Cawnpore, yet some intelligence travelled to him of 
the disorder which had arisen ; and with promiititude 
and decision he- ordered the principal part of the force 
which he commanded to march. The requisition 
both for money and'for tioops, which had been dis- 
patched to Lucknow, was happily received , and was 
promptly obeyed. About the middle of September, 
one lack and a half of rupees had been received, and 
^ force was now collected, deemed sufficient foi the 
accomplishment of the enterprise. 

The Rajah had endeavoured to make his peace 
from the moment of his escape. He had written 
letters, m which he declaied his sorrow for the attack 
which had been made upon the soldieis of the guard, 
and for the blood wliich had been spilt ; protested his 
own innocence with legard to the effects which had 
taken place, and which he affirmed to have ansen 
solely from the casual violence of the multitude, in- 
flamed hy the insolence of an English agent , and 
professed his readiness to submit with imphcit obedi- 
ence to whatever conditions the Governor-General 
might think fit to impo'se Not contented with le- 
peatmg his letters, he made application, through 
every person on whose influence with the English 
ruler he thought he might depend , through one of 
the gentlemen of his ' party , through Cantoo Baboo, 
his confidential secretary ; and through Hyder Beg 
Khan, one of the ministers of the Nabob \^izir. All 
his apphcations hlr. Hastings treated as unsatisfactory 
and insincere , and deigned not to make to them so 


BOOK V. 
Chap 7. 


1781. 



548 The Rajafu* Oppciition overxcme 

TC>OK V He had marched without hia batleriDg cannon or 
^ mortars. Tlicy were sent for, but made httle im 
1781 prcssioD Apprehensive lest furthtr delay should 
drustrate the attempt at Sukroot, he resolved to make 
an assault on the morning of the 20th. On that > or} 
morning the other division of the army amved, 
through wa)*8 nearly impracticable, at a villnge, about 
two miles from the- pass Mtyor Jtoberts led the 
storming party at Patecta, which hardly met with 
any resistance Alter a slight stand at the outer 
intrcnchmcnt, the enemy fled through the fort, and 
the Enghsh soldiers foUoned without opposition 
The pass at Sukroot was guarded by a bod) of men 
unth three guns, who mode a stout defence but after 
a considerable loss fled through the pass, in which the 
EngUdi encamped for the remainder of the day Tlio 
intolligcnct of the loss ofPatccta. and of the pass 
uas earned, at nearly the same liniL to Luttccf])Oor, 
to the HnjaJi lie nou, it is probable, )>cgnn to des 
pair About four oclodc on the wnne dn\ lie fled 
from Lultccfpoor and proceeded u-jth n fuu folloacrs 
to tlic fort of Ihdgcgur, which was Iii-^ lost resource 
Ills nrmv du:baiided themselves and “in a feu 
hours, the allegiance of the countn ” i>nvR the Go- 
vernor General “ was restored ns comjiletclv, from a 
state of unh crwl revolt to its proper clianiicl, as if it 
had never dcpirtcil from it ” 

Titc Co^crno^ CLDcral made haste to rtlurii to 
Hcinn'^ ulicrt. the formation of a new gnvernmtnt 
^nlieited Ins attention To quiet the mlnd^ of the 
pco{»lo o proclamation was isuiid olTmng |mnlon to 
a!) ullh the exception of Cheyte Sng niul Ids bro 
ll ir A grnmbon of the Kojnh Puluant Sing by a 
cliiightcr uas nlrctcd ns tin. futurt llojnli and as 
hij years nlntlcen nr his aqiaalyi appeared to dis- 
yjuaiif) him for tlie duties, Im fatlicr, under the title 
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of Naib, was appointed to perform them in his name'. BOOK v. 
Two important changes, however, were produced in ^ 
the condition of the Rajah His annual tribute was 1781. 
raised to forty lacs of laipees ; and the police, vdth 
the civil and criminal jurisdiction of the city of Be- 
nares, and the criminal jurisdiction of the whole 
country, was taken out of his hands. It was alleged, 
that they had been wretchedly administered under 
his predecessor : and it was either not expected, or ' 
not desired, that he should be the author of an im- 
provement. A separate estabhshment was erected 
for each, and the whole was placed under the super- 
intendance of a native officer, who was denominated 
the Chief Magistiate of Benares, and made respon- 
sible to the Governor-General and Council 'The 
powen of the 'mint was also withdraivn fi’om the 
Rajah, and entrusted to the resident at his court 
After possession was taken of Lutteefpoor, the 
army lost ho time in marching 'to Bidgegur. The 
Rajah did not wait for their arrival, but fled foi pro- ^ 
tection to one of the Rajahs of Bundelecund, 

“ leaving,” says Mr, Hastings, “ his wife, a woman 
of an amiable chai’acter, his mother, aU the other 
women of his family, and the survivors of the family 
of his father Bulwant Sing, in the fort ” Mr Hastings 
cuts very short his narrative of the transactions at 
Bidgegur, and only remarks, that it yielded by capi- 
tulation on the 9th of November. These transactions 
were not omitted by him, because they were devoid of 
importance The Rannee, that is, the widow of the 
deceased Rajah, Bulwant Sing, endeavoured, before 
she opened the gates of the fort, which had been her 
own pecuhar residence, to stipulate for some advan- 
/ tages, and among them for the safety' of her own 
pecuniary and other effects , representing her son, as 
having can'ied along with him whatever belonged to 

1 
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BOOK V and when the Pnneesses, with their rdatires and 
^ attendants, to the immhcr of three hundred women, 
1781 besides children, withdrew from the castle, the ca- 
pitulation ^03 shamefully violated they were plun- 
dered of their effects and their persons otherwise 
rudely and disgracefully treated by the licentious pct> 
pie and followers of the camp One is dchghted, for 
the honour of distinguished gallantry, that m no part 
of this opprobrious business the commanding officer 
had any share. He leaned to generosity, and the 
protection of the Princesses, from the beginning 
Ills utmost cndcarours v>cxc exerted to restrain the 
outrages of the camp , and he represented them with 
fcchng to Mr Hastings who expressed his “great 
concern " hoped the offenders would be dlscorcrcd, 
ohhgcd to make restitution and punished and (hrcct- 
od that recompense should be mode to the sufferer, 
“ by a scrupulous attention to enforce tlic perform- 
ance of the remaining stipulations in her favour"' 

TIic wliolc of the treasure found in the castle, of 
which tlic greater part did probabl) belong to tijc 
Rnnnee and not to tlic Ibijali amounted lo 23 27,813 
current rupees The whole, tlicreforc, of the trea 
sure wluch the cxilwi Pnnee appears to hare had in 
hand, not onU to dofni) the current expenses of his 
goicrnmcnt, but ol<o to ads once regularly the Com- 
pany s tnhutL, was so far from answering to the 
h)’peTl)ohcal conceptions or representations of the 
Covernor Crncral that il exceeded not the pronsion 
which a prudent pnnee would liavc tliought It always 
ncccs ary to po*5ess 

The army proceeded upon the ohnout import of 
the wonU of the Governor Gent ml in tlic letter in 
wlucli lit cunetl to di-in that tlicy should not 


*^<sk.»LrtUf TcfttSi S<l«tCaam,uc*, S 
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Dispute concerning the Prize Monei/. 

allow the female relations of the Rajah to leave the book V. 
fort, vothout the examination of then’ persons. They 
concluded, that the whole of the booty was “ the 178 1 , 
reward to which they were so well entitled,” and 
divided it among themselves.^ Among the practical 
conclusions deducible from Iiis letter, it appears that 
this, at least, the Goveinor-GJeneral did not wish to 
receive its effect. He endeavoured to retract the 
permission which the army had inferred , and, by 
explaining away the terms which he had used, to le- 
cover the spoil for his exigencies in the government. 

The soldiers, hoivever, both officers and men, refused 
to surrender what they had, upon the faith of the 
Goveraor-General, appropriated. Failing in this at* 
tempt, he endeavoured to prevail upon the army, in 
the way of loan, to aid the Company mth the moneys 
in its urgent distress. Even to this solicitation they 
remamed obdurate. When Major Fairfax, in his 
examination ^before the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, was asked, “ whether the officers 
/ assigned any reason for refusing to obey the requi- 
sition of Mr. Hastings^ lie said, he heard it was, 
because the RohiHa prize-money had never been 
paid.”" Mr* Hastings was, therefore, not only fi*us- 


1 In a letter to tbe commanding officer, without date, but supposed, 
by the Select Committee to have been written early in November (^ide 
Tenth Heport, App No 8) tbe Go\ emor-General's words iVerd still more 
precise, witli regard to tbe booty “ If she (the Begum) complies, as I 
expect she will, it will be your part to secure tbe fort, and the propertj 
It contains, for the benefit of yourself and detachment ” 

2 Second Report, ut supra. Appendix, No 15 “ Being asked, whe- 

ther this was the sole reason ? he said, it was Being asked, whether 
he did not hear it alleged, that a promise was claimed by the officers 
from Mr Hastmgs, that the ' pnze-money, in the Rohilla war, when 
taken, should he the property of the captors ? he said. He neyer heard 
of a promise previous to the capture , but he has heard that hlr Hast- 
ings, after the pnze-money was div^ided, protnised, that if they would 

VOL. IV. . 2 A 
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Decwon of the Court of Directon 

tnited as to every portion of that pecanrary relief 
which he expected from the supposed treasures of the 
Rnjah Chejie Sing he added to the burden, under 
which the Company was ready to sink, the expense 
which was incurred by subduing the revolt 

It IS but justice to the Court of Directors to record 
the resolutions, in whidi they expressed their opinion 
of the conduct, pursued by their pnncipal scrnint in 
India, tomirds the unfortunate Riyah of Benares 
That it appears to this Court, that on the death 
of Stya Donlah, 1776, a treaty ^\tis made nitli his 
successor, by which tlic Ecmlndary of Benares, uitli 
its dcpendenacs, was ceded in perpetuity to the East 
India Company 

** Tliat it appears to this Court, that lUynh Cheyte 
Sing was confirmed by the Governor General and 
Coiradl of Bengal, in the management of the said 
xcmindnry (subject to the sovereignty of the Com 
pany) on his paying a certain tribute, wliich was set 
tied at sicca rupees 22,60,180 and that tlic Bengal 
government pledged itself that the free and uncon 
trolcd possession of the rcmindory of Benares and lU 
dependencies, should be confirmed and guaranteed to 
the Bojoli and Ins heirs for ever, subject to such tri 
Initc, and that no other demand should be mode upon 
lum, nor any kind of nuthonty or Jurisdiction exer 
ciscd %\ithin the dominions assigned liim, so long O'* 
hcadlicrcd to the terms of his engagements 

That it appears to this Court that the Co\crnor 
Gcncnl and C^iiicil lUd, on the 5th of July 1775 
recommend to Bryah Clicytc Sing to keep up a IkkI/ 
of 2000 hoire hut at the same time dedared tlicre 
should \fO no obligation upon him to do it 

f>TVTrm«>t wodU iat« It inllrfmutD r iIkj itixl 1 
lUai Bawl " 
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Decision of the Couit of Directoi s. 

That it appears to this Court, that Rajah Cheyt'e BOOK v. 
Sing performed his engagements with the Company, ^ 
in the regular payment of his tnbute of ^icca rupees i 78 l. 
82 , 66 , 180 : ' ■ 

That it appears to this Court, that the conduct 
of the Governor-General towards the Rajah, while he 
was at Benares, was improper ; and that the impri- 
sonment of his' person, thereby disgracing him in the 
eyes of his subjects and others, was unwarrantable, 
and highly impohtic, and may tend to weaken the 
confidence which the native princes of India ought 
to have in the justice and moderation of the Com- 
pany’s govemmfent ” 

That the conception, thus expressed by the Court 
of Directors, of the^ several facts winch constituted 
the great circumstances of the case, was correct, the 
considerations adduced in the preceding pages appear 
to place beyond the reach of dispute. The sensibility 
which, m his answer, IVlr. Hastings shows to the 
inferences which they present, is expressed in the fok 
lowing words : “ I must crave leave to say, that the 
terms, improper, unwarrantable, and highly impo- 
litic, are much too gentle, as deductions from such 
premises ” History, if concealment were not one of 
the acts by which truth is betrayed, would, out of 
tenderness to Mi*. Hastings, suppress the mateiiai 
part of that which follows, and which he gave in his 
defence : 

“ I deny, that the Bengal government pledged 
itself, that the free and uncontroled possession of the 
zemindary of Benares, and its dependencies, should 
be confirmed and guaranteed to the Rajah and his 
hell’s for ever . 

“ I deny, that the Bengal government pledged it- 
self that no other demand should be made upon him, 
nor any kind of authority or jurisdiction, witliin the 

2 A 2 
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XJnfmmitd Allegattont 

domimona aangned him, so lon^^ as he odiiered to the 
terms of his engagement 

" I deny, that I erer required him to keep up a 
body of 2000 horse, contrary to the dedaratioti mqde 
to him by the Governor General and Council, on the 
5th of July, 1775, that there should be no ohhgation 
to him to do it 

“ hly demand (that is, the demand of the Board) 
was not that he should maintain any specific number 
of horse, but that the number which he did maintain 
should be employed for the defence of the general 
state 

“ I deny, that Rajah Clie} to Sing mis bound by 
no other engagements to tlic Company than for the 
payment of hw tnlnitc of sicca rupees 22,65 1 80 : 

" He was bound by the engagements of fealty, 
and absolute obedience to every order of llie gOvcm 
went which he served 

" I deny, that tlic Rajuli Cheyto Sing was a native 
Pnnee of Indio 

< Oa rqoil pTOdodi mipht tlv bmi Mt ap, Uni lh« Com* 

p*sj h«td tb« d /mltj of • prixtr* of ladit, TTi^ wen not ooljr the 
JecU of SWi aeloBi, \nx U»e ul^ecu of Ui« Nabob < f Denf^ ud, 
accordm* to tbe docirioe of Hr lloiUnte, *' bnaod bj the 
©ffrelty «od abtolote obedience tn crer^ order of lbc;;mnamral wbrch 
tbej imed«* lleer what tbt Or emor OcoeraJ and Couju.il tbercretret 
rfedare mpcrtjnt their •■bcrdtoalo rtbatm to haUnb in tbcir 
lecm trtler (^ecood nepnet «t aufm p tt). Sd 1774 In 

the imtiet cBtcmllom witb ih« late \ u r In lb« jr rt llO^ 1770 tha 
CocBpan; t rrpmrnutnea neud plempotmtUH^ frtwo th^ Nab b 
NapnalDowUh end k» •oemtor *>^ef ol IVowIbIl** HnrUnprpJrt 
of defruce «ti Um t T« atul lunnrlf of lb« iDdeSmtcneir md tmerr 
Uifitj wMch torroonded rrtrj r>cbr osi) ererj conrf Km In Tadu ard 
o«t ^ ikAt to auudactorv to Liamtf % tr^ht of (mlxraaJeJ dei^bMO. 
TLer* I emo rr ma rV bowrtrr to wbjch be W, to JciHct miitle*! 7 that 
Uat mdrC* 4 irtieii and lb* laihodt of aothor 17 the eitm »4 of wtuh 
WM fcactic* ef the coostrr re er UmiulrJ tj an/ thin£ Lot 

power CTMt toted a tnr* Hto wlueli It «n terp iLF<oJt ttot to CiTL It 
ti al*r to mrtmterTd iWl It it « M ihiof: to m OEdef iLc cotiwl an J 
fcufwHVet letmoti otfibrn wvratcraeinr ap laird bj tL« pm o 
tie nrerm Uneri tLr«m« tea pctdoca] ud • rtey djfrTYal U t/ 
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]\'Ir Hastings says, “ I forbear to detail the proofs JBOOK V. 
of these denials and as the pleas involved in them 
coincide with those allegations of his which have been 1781. 
examined above, it is only necessary to refer to what 
has there been adduced.^ The Court of Directors, 
notwithstanding their condemnation of the treatment 
which the Rajah had received, and notwithstanding 
the manner in which, by a train of unhappy circum- 
stances the trial' of arms was forced upon liim, 
thought pioper to declare, that his dethronement and 
proscription were justified by the wai’.“ 

It was shortly after his retieat to''Chunar, that 
the Gnvei nor-General received from Colonel Muir 
the intelligence, that Mahdajee Scindia had offered 
terms of peace. This was an event, calculated to 
afford him pecuhai’ satisfaction. One of the osten- 
sible objects of his jom'ney was, to confer with the 
Minister of the Rajah of Berar, who was expected to 
meet him at Benares ; and, through the influence of 


to sit in judgment upon those acts, _at a future penod, -when all the evi- 
dence IS Tully before us, illustrated by the events which followed, and 
when we are entirely free from the disturbance of the passions which the 
scenes themselves excite It is the business of history, to exhibit ac- 
tions as they really are, but the candid ana just will make all the al- 
lowance for the actors, of which the case will admit ^With regard to 
Mr Hastings, it ought to be allowed, that the difficiSBes under which 
he acted were very great, and might be expected to betray any but a 
very extraordinary man into expedients for i|||ief which would not al- 
ways bear examination Mr Hastings deserves no hypocntic^ fen- 
derness with regard to the instances in which he violated the rules of 
justice or of policy , but he deserves credit, in considerable, and perhaps 
a large degree, for having, in his situation, violated them so rarely 
1 Vide supra, p SSO— 40. , 

* The official documents relative to this passage of the history of 
India are found, in a most voluminous state, in those parts of the Mi- 
nutes of E\’idence on Mr Hastings’s Trial, which relate to the Benares 
Charge , in die Second Export of the Select Committee of the House 
of Commons, (1781) and its Appendix , m the Third of the Articles of 
Charge, and Answer to it, ivith the Papers called for by the House of 
ComraouE to elucidate ihut part of the accusation 
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IJ00K\ the government of that country, to accelerate the 
Chat t conclusion of ft peace That j\rmister, however, died 
1781 before the amvnl of Hastings and the loss of his 
intervention rendered the paaBc intentions of Sandm 
more pccuharlj gratifpng So far hack as February, 
1779, the Presidency of Bombay had ,recommended 
the mediation of Scindio, as that which alone was 
hkcly to render an) semcc. TIic Colonel imme- 
diately received his instruction^ for a treaty, on the 
terms either of mutual alliance, or of neutrality, and 
either including the Peshwa or with Scindia indi 
ndunlly If it included the Peshwn tlic Colonel was 

authorised to cede every acquisition, made dunng the 
war,, except the territor) of Futtch Sing Guicowor, 
Labor and the fortress of Guolior and to renounce 
(but without the surrender of hut person) the support 
of Ragonaut Row Ho uos inilruetcd to retain 
Basscio, if it were possible, cien i\iUi the surrender 
in its stead, of all the temtoiy (Salsdtc with its nd 
jacertt inlands and the moiety of Baroocli excepted,) 
ceded by the treaty of Colonel Upton but not to 
nllou Ba«scin itself to be any obstruction to the con 
elusion of peace 

\\ hen the separate treaty was concluded with 
Sondia, wU^ undertook to mediate i\ilh the hinh 
rntta pouc‘h> tlic Covemor General uho Imd not )xt 
departed from Bempres sent Mr Anderson nnd Mr 
Chnjimnn the fonner to the court of Scindm, with 
full |>m\ ers to negotiate and conclude n pence v. ith U»c 
Poonnh government the latter to the court of the 
Rojoh ofBcrnr to perform tv lint tens in his power 
toTvonli the necomph hment of the same event 
Tljf wfts not very «j>ccdil) nor very easily 

mncluded *1110 Poonah ministers, solicited for pence 
|iv the three I nghdi Pixaidcnncs at once though 
theruen. ^mcwliat shaken in their opposition by 
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tiie defection of Scindia from the war, by the steadi- BOOK v. 

ness with which the English sustained themselves 

against Hyder, by the facihty with which they had 1782. 
subdued the Rajah of Benares, and the vigour with 
, which they earned the war almost to the gates of 
Poonah, were yet encouraged by the pressure which 
the English sustained, and still more, perhaps, by the 
eagerness which they manifested for peace. ^ 

Colonel Goddard, not yet informed of the steps 
' which had been taken by Mr. Hastings for urging 
the business of peace- -with the Poonah ministers, 
deemed it necessary, in pursuance of the powers for 
treating and concluding, with which he was invested, 
to commence a formal negotiation. And he gave the 
requisite commission to Mr Watherstone, who ar- 
rived at Poonah on the l-ith of January, 1782. 

The cunning of the Poonah Ministers taught theni 
the advantage of negotiating with two ambassadors, 
acting under separate commissions i who, by the de- 
sire of attaining the object for which they were sent, 
might be expected to bid against one another, and 
give to the Mahrattas the benefit of an auction in 
adjusting the terms of peace. They pretended there- 
fore, to be puzzled with two sets of powers , though 
they laboured to retain CoL W^athei stone, aftei he was ^ 
recalled. They put on the forms of distance , and 
stood upon elevated terms. Scindia, too, who meant 
to sell his services to the Enghsh veiy dear, 'was dis- 
pleased at the commission sent to solicit the inter- 
ference of the government of Berar The extensive 
sacrifices, however, which the Enghsh consented to 
make, the unsteadfast basis on which the power of 
theleadeisat Poonah was placed, and the exhausted 
state of the countiy, from the long continuance of its 
internal sti’iiggles, as weU as the diain produced by 
the English war, tnumphed over all difficulties, a 


Trtaly condndtd 

BOOK V cessation of hostilities was effected early m March 
^ and a treaty was concluded on the 17th of May 
82. Not only the other temtoncs which the English 
had acquired during the war but Basscin itself, the 
aty of Ahmedobad, and nil the country in Gu 
zemt which had been gained for Futty Sing, were 
given up and the two brothers, the Guicowars, ^ ere 
placed in the same situation, both with respect to one 
another, and with respect to the Peshwn, ns tlrey 
stood in previous to the war E\cn of the territory 
which had been confirmed to the English by the 
treaty of Colonel Upton, they agreed to surrender 
their pretensions to a part (yielding annually three 
lacs of rupees) which had not>et come into their 
possession when tlie war was renewed And nil their 
rights in the city and territory of Barooch valued at 
200,000/ a )car, were resigned, I)y a separate agree- 
ment to Sandia and his heirs for c\cr To Sctndia 
was oUogi\en up, by the liberty of sciiingit, the ter 
ntoiy, including the fort of Gunlior of the liana of 
Gohud who had joined the Enghsh but as mual in 
India with the petty pnnccs, who choose their side 
from the hope of protection on tlic one hand and tfic 
dread of plunder on the other Imd been ncitlicr very 
able nor >ci 7 willing to lend great asbistancc Hav- 
ing givtrn offence by Ins defect of service and created 
buspinons b) hU enden>ourj< to iffectn separate re- 
conaliation with Scindia bo was, in adjusting the 
terms of the treat} mih Scindia left to Ids fate 
Tlic amity of Sandm was purchased, liy still further 
sacnficc^ w Inch cs'ina, but little forcsiglit J he pro- 
ject of Samlia for imading tlio Icmloncs of the 
Mogul Emperor those of NujccfKhnn and those of 
otlicr chiefs in the province of Dc)hi and the adjoin 
ing regions, was known and nvoued And il was 
mtcclionallw provided that no obtrucliour by the 
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treaty with the English, should be offered to the cxe- BOOK 
cution of those" designs.^ ^ 

All that was stipulated in behalf of Ragonaut Row 1752 . 
was a peiiod of four months, in which he might 
choose a place for his residence After that penod 
tlie Enghsl^ agreed to affoid him neither pecuniary 
nor any other support. The Peshwa engaged, on the 
dangerous condition of his residing Muthin' the do- 
minions of Scindia, where he was promised secuiity, 
to allow him a pension of 25,000 rupees pei month. 

An aiiacle was inserted lespecting Hyder Ali, to 
winch we have scarcely iiifoimation to enable us to 
attach any definite ideas. The Mahrattas engaged, 
that within six months after the latification of the 
treaty, lie should be compelled to rehnquish to the 
English, and tlieir allies, aU the places which he had 
taken from them duflng the war . But neither did 
the Mahrattas perform, nor did the English call upon 
them to perform, any one act toward the fulfilment of 
this condition. The English on theii part, engaged 
that they would never make war upon Hyder till he 
made war upon them , an engagement to which they 

' / 

S V 

1 The-letter of instructions of the Governor-General to Col Muir 
says, “ We are under no eiigagements to protect the present dominions 
of the King, or those of Nudjiff Khan,and the Rajah of Jaynagur, and 
if peace is se^ttled betwixt Madajee Sciiidia and us, I do not desire that 
be should be restrained in carrying into execution any plans which he 
may have formed against them, at the same time, I thmk it necessary 
to caution you against inserting any thing in the tieaty, which may ex- 
pressly mark either our knowledge of his views or concurrence in them 
It will be sufficient for us (and Scindia ought to be satisfied with the 
latitude implied in it) if he is only restricted in the treaty from makmg 
encroachments on our own temtory, and those of our allies ” Second 
[Report, ut supra, App No I By the way, we' may here remark, how 
enormous a difference exists, between the obligations of fealty which 
Mr Hastings imposed upon himself (as representative of the Company) 
towards his undoubted Sovereign the Mogul, and the oblig'ations which, 
as supposed sovereign of Cbeyte Sing, he exacted ^(on the same ground) 
from that unfortunate chief Vide supra, p 356, 



3C2 


BOOK \ 
CnAF T 


1782 


Tht Jiow^y Government 

as litUe expected that the Mahrattas woiild call upon 
them to adhere * < 

The hlahrattas also agreed, and to this the ima- 
ginations of the English attached n high importance, 
tliat inth the exception of the ancient Portuguese 
estaldishmcnts, tlicy* would pcnhit no other nation, 
except the English, to open inth them any fhendly 
intercourse, or to erect o factor) within their do- 
minions. 

Tlic terms of tlus agreement, the gentlemen of tlic 
Presidency of Bombay amugned as inadequate, na) 
humihntiiig, and declared, that hod the negotiation 
been left to them and to Goddard, who best knew 

* Intbetwemicih Qrttdeofch*r(e wehJlr«^^r view oTibe 

rz e lie tsf*, (b«t Air IIuUoo did ftiib to wiib die filali' 

rttiu io « ptw iar (be a»<|ae«t luhJ putiiws of^Ij^oro j that ia order 
to carry tbj« poiot be npotrd (bo ecpKiaiiMi to many ddbcilHn anti 
drlayt, tboi (b« AJabnttat »bo wrro boaod by ob wigagriaent mih 
1tyd«r to roaie no pcac« «itb (be racHtb ia «blcb b« wa« dm ioduded 
pleaded du ucrod obbpumi bat lluuop oodertoot to imlruct evtn 
die Slabmttas m the art oferooLod rojlb by ihtmlai; bow they ni-ht 
adhere to (be Cumioftbcir raj^j^^eraeot while ibey violated the •ob' 
itence I and wbat b niott IteiootuofaU ihaillastui^hanngeSectedtb* 
astetit of (be Ma) rellat lotba article which !> interted hi the treaty and 
led by bi> dei re of «aK|oe>t opposed oUtnictiom to the ccmclirtloei 
ofapnie «ilb the Kin aod locceDor of Ilyder All (bat It wai fur ihli 
refon be etidea»o(nTd to bind the bind* of the Presidency of Port St 
Cfor-t by wiilihol linj; b > antbonty from the nef^otalKm and that It 
wai Dot till after a lonf* eipenemr of the total abteitce of any Intention 
ro (I e part of the blihnttii to ca^a^e with him m bt« »cb^n oprm 
^tr«ore and uU be wa« attend of iLt fict liy bl* aj^l at the court of 
Snnd a that Lii bte and rrloctaot as eat to the ctpodation was ril> 
IM'wdj ard that after di# peace waictmcluded and ratibed by the 

prfmeCoMal fren which Iw wat ab«al, tod of i*l icb by reitoa of 
I It ibferce Irf f(>^cd Dot a | art be cvlcai oared to brciL It, nr at 
I * t etfmed it w otislr to tbe (natevt dinitr of broken by uw 
I t lit formal ccLclution and nuGcsUon iLoaUlbwof rwiaa f 

frtt tod tl St rt throld l»*tpmed apatn fiir |l.e purpettof InvertiD^ ibe 
tn Ini, ifc I cu chre not foraal iy of an article a Irtu|un{ at a party 
t NUl fAmt lift unpuiaiicm recent all the cctjfirtnalioo 
er ry d ly an a iwer wt h ja, ia^tLea orer Ineiln^e appean re 
*.bvi (Um 



363 


objects to the Terms of the Treaty. 

tlie state of the Mahratta goveniment, and with what 

facility it might have been induced to lower its tone,. 1 

a far more favourable treaty might have certainly 1782. 
been obtained. 
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CHAP VIII 

Burdens iiutained by the Nabob of Oiide — Hts 
Complaints — How rccerced by the English — 
Jilr Bnsltrv removed from Oade — Agreement 
between Mr Hastings and the Nabob — The 
Begums despoiled — 11 hether the Begums incited 
Insurrection — /llleged Oppressions of Colonel 
Jlannay — The head Eunuchs of the Begums tor- 
tured — A Present of ten Lacs given to Mr 
Hastings by the Nabob — Governor General ac 
cutes Middleton and replaces Bristow — Tieat 
mcnt received by Fyzoolla Khan — Decision by 
the Court of Directors, relative to the Begums 
— Set at nought by Mr Hastings — Governor 
G enerafs new Accusations against Mr Bristow^ 
— Governor Generals Plan to remove the Jle- 
sidency from Otide — Gocernor General repeats 
his Visit to Oude — Resigns the Government — 
Financial Results of Ins Administration — Inci 
dents at Aladras 

Tin next of the grcit transnctions to nhich tlic 
_p^c^e^cc of the Coremor Gcncrnh in the upper pro- 
Mncc5, pnvc imincdmte existence n ns tlie memotnhie 
nmin"cmcnt nhicli he fomictl nitli the Nalmh of 
()u(!c In Ins payments to the Company that Nn 
lioli had fallen deeply in arrear and the extreme pc 
cimnry distress endured hj tlie Compau) ' rendered 

• fiw \1* 1 cf its wUf rrrry four naS trt Brtsillf' 

t km r 
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hy the Nabob of Oude. 

it necessary to devise the most effectual means for book v. 
obtainiog what he owed* His countiy, however, 
had, by misgovemment, faUen into the greatest dis* 1781. 
orders The Zemindars were almost every where in 
a state of disobedience; the country was impover-* 
ished ; - and the diposition of the peojde, either desert- 
ing it or pining with want, threatened the evils, or 
promised the blessings, of a general revolt/ Before 
tlie connection between the English and Oude, its 
revenue had exceeded three millions sterling, and 
was levied vdthout being accused of .deteriorating 
the country. In the year 1779, it did not exceed 
one half of that sum, and in the Subsequent years fell 
far below it, while the rate of taxation was increased, 
and the country exhibited every mark of oppressive 
exaction. 

By the treaty of Fy^abad, formed vdth the late 
Nabob, at the conclusion of the Rohilla war. it was 
^ agreed, that a regular brigade of the Company's troops 
shoUldj at the expense of the Nabob, be kept within 
the dominions of Oude. Even this burden was op* 
tional, not compulsory; and the Court of Directors 
gave their sanction to the measure, provided it was 
done with the free consent of the Subah, and by no 
means without it.” ^ ^ 

' Tn the first was added, in the year 1777, a second, 
called the teiJiporary brigade, because the express 
condition of it was, that the expense should be 
charged on the Nabob ** for so long a time only as 


1 The Minute in which the Governor-General introduced the subj^ 
of his journey to the upper provinces, begins in these words , “ The 
provmce of Oude hanng fallen into a state of great disorder and cun^- 
fusion, Its recources being in an extraordinary degree diminished, alid the 
Nabob Asoph ul Dowla,” &g. TTenth Report of the Select Committee 
in 1781, App No 2 

1 Letter of Directors to the Governor-General and Council, dated 
IStkDecember, 1775 ' 

3 
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BOOK % In consequence of these distressing circumstances, 
^ the Nabob prajed, that, the assignments for the dctv 
1781 brigade, and the other detached bodies of the Com 
panj 8 troops, might not be reqiured, declaring that 
these troops were ** not only quite usdess to his go- 
vernment, but, moreover, the cause of much loss, both 
m the revenues and customs and that the detached 
bodies of troops, under their European officers, 
brought nothing but confusion into the nflalrs of his 
government, and were entirely thar own masters."^ 
This representation which events proved to be 
hardly on exaggeration, and the prayer by which it 
was followed, the Governor General rccaved, witli 
tokens of the highest in6gnation and resentment 
“ Tliese demands,” he said, " the tone in nlucli they 
arc asserted, and the season in which they ore macjc, 
arc all equally alarming” In the letter whicli was 
dispatched in his words to the resident the grounds 
on wliicli the Nabob petitioned for rehef arc dc 
dared to be “ totally inadmissible.— He stands 
engaged " it is added, ** to onr government to 
maintain the English onnics which, at hts own re* 
quest have been formed for the protection of his do- 
minions ; and It is our part, not Ids, to judge and to 
determine in what manner, and at hat time, these 
shall be reduced or withdrawn ” In his minute, in 
jConsullation upon the subject he says, tlint bv the 
treaty made with Asoph ul Doula, upon tlic death of 
Im fatlicr, ** he became eventually, and necessarily, 
a^Tiswlof the Company” He affirmed timt « tlie 
disorders of his stote, and the dissipation of his 
rerenues, were tlic eOects of hit own conduct wldcli 
had failed, not so much from the casual cOccU of in 
capacity os from the detestabk clioicc nhicli he has 


» Tctiil, nrpen,Bti0|Ti Af-ptodlf, No T 



Aiyologi/ of Hastings S6^ 

made of the ministeis of his ‘power, and the paitlci-BOOK V 
pators of his confidence ” And to the Nabob liim- ^ 
self he declaied, “Your engagements with the Com- 
pany aie of 3 uch a nature as to obhge 'me to require 
and insist on your granting t uncaws for the 'full 
amount of their demands upon you for tliejccurient 
yeai , and on your resei ving funds sufficient to answer 
them, even should the deficiency 6f your revenues 
compel you to leav'e your own tioops ufipiovided forj 
or to disband a part of them to enable you to ef; 
feet it ” ^ > 

The difficulties, under which the Go vernoi -Gene- 
ral was placed, were severe arid distrfessmg It 
true, that the protection, of the Nabob’s dominions 
rested solely upon the British Troops, and that with- 
out loss of time they /would have been over-iun’.by 
the Mahrattas, had these ^troops beem- withdrawn ; . it 
is true, that the debt due 'to the Company would, in \ 

/that case, have 'been dost , that a dangerous people 
would have been placed upon the Company Tfiori tier; 
that the Companj/^’s finances, always m distress, and 
then suffering intensely bf war, 'Could not maintain 
the same number of troops, if theii pay was stopped 
by the yizir. ^ And the law of self-pieseivation su- 
persedes that'' of justice On the ' other hand,^ from 
the documents] adduced, jt as .evident, that, the Eng- 
lish had no pght to compel the Nabbbi if pot agiee- 

T 

\ i I ^ 

“ ^ J 

* Hie wouls whicli foll6\\ sufliuently indicJite the species of cohi- 
pamons which he meant ‘ “ I forbear to expatiate furtbei oh his cha- 
racter , It Is sufficient that I nui understood by the Members of the 
Board, who must know die trhth of my allusions ” Lord Thurlow, the 
fhend'of Hastings, and- his fierce defender on his tml, speaks out 
plainl}, and calls them, without leiefie, the instruments of an unnatural 
passion See “ Debates m the House of Lords, on the Evidence de- 
diiered at the Trial of Warren Hastings," SeC , a qu irto lolunie got up 
by Mr Hastings, and distributed to his fnends,' but never publislicd 

2 Tenth Report, ut supra, Appendix, No 7 
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BOOKV able to him, to maintain any part of those their 
troops and the Govcmor-General was not entitled, 
t 78 i os he did, to plead, at once, both the law of self-pre- 
servation, and the law of nghL- The truth also is, 
that his law of sdf preservation, when examined, 
and brought mto conformity with the facts, implies a 
strong convenience, and nothing more It was very 
convenient for the English at that time, to have a 
large body of troops maintained by a different trea 
sury from their omi But it will hardly be main 
tamed at any rate by the fnends of Rlr Hastings, 
that in his hands the Bntish empire m India must 
have been destroyed, had it been compelled to rely 
upon its own resources It was for a great conve- 
nience, then, and for nothing else, that the Englisli, 
without any daim of nght, compelled the Naboli 
Vinr to maintain thdr troops , that is, treated him as 
the vassal which Rlr HnsUngf described him, and 
substantially scircd and cxcrascd the rights of so- 
vereign and master over both him and his country 
Another point wdl deserves to be considered 
%\hcthcr the original brigade of the Compa^i) s troops 
was not a force suffiaent to protect the Nabob’s 
countr), against all the dangers with whicli it nos 
threatened If the English, who included in their 
own line of defence the boundancs of Oude, did not 
provide tlieir due proportion, but Impo^ tlie whole 
upon the NaboK they defended themsdres at hb c\ 
pen-e they debver^ thcmscUes from a burthen, 
whicli nastlinr own and by compelling the Noliob 
to bear it violated the laws of justice 

It b also a question whether the troops, quartered 
upon him in addition to that hngndc, as tliey ncre 
kipt In idleness la his dominions were not with all 
llicir expense of little use rlthcr to him or the Com 
pany As they sscrc not employed against the cnc- 
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mies of the Company, they could be of little use in BOOK v. 
Jopelling them ; and th^ complaint of the Vizir that ^ 
they and their officers acted as the masters in his lYsi. 
country, and as a source both of expence and of dis-^ 
order, is confirmed by Mr. Francis, who, in Council, 
pronounced it ‘‘ notorious, that the English army Jiad 
devoured hiS revenues; and his country, under colour 
of defending it.” 

. The Governor-General, when pressed for align- 
ment, made the following avowal : That ambiguities 
had been left in the treaty * And that it was the part 
of the strongest to affix to these ambiguities that 
meaning which he pleased “ That this is a very ^ 
common pohtical procedure, every one knows. The 
transaction, however, s in its essence, is, it is evident, 
only a varnish placed upon injustice by fraud. In 
the present case, besides, it happened, by a singu- 
lar chance, that ambiguity had not existence, and 
the allegation of it was false. " So long only as 
the Nabob pleased,” was the express condition of 
the compact ; and the moment .at which the Na- 
bob desired relief, the most exact definition was 
applied. 

The Governor-General surmised a circumstance, 
which always seems to have animated him to peculiar 
severity , that the idea of the instability of the ex- 
isting government was among the causes which em- 
boldened the Nabob to complain. " J, for my own 


1 Extract of Bengal Consultations, 15tb December, 1779, Tenth Re- 
port, ut supra. Appendix, No 7 

- His •words are these, “ As no period was sbpulated fortbe conti- 
nuance of the temporary brigade, or of the troops which are to supply 
their place in his service, nor any mode prescribed for withdrawing them; 
the time and mode .of ■withdrawing them must be guided by such rules, 
ns necessity, and the common interests of both parties, shall dictate 
Tliese, either he must prescribe, or ourselves If we cannot agree 
Upon them, in such a division, the strongest must dcade " Ibid. 

S B 2 
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BOOK V part " gaid hCy ** do not attnbufe'*^ the denumd of tlw 
^ Nabob to any conviction impressed on his mind by 
1701 the necessity of his affairs but to the knowledge 
which his advisers have acquired, of the weakness 
and divisions of our own government Tins )s a 
powerful moUve with me liowevei^indined I might 
be, upon any other occasion, to yield to some part of 
Ills demands, to give them an absolute and uncondi 
lionol refusal in the present and even to bring to 
punishment if my influence can produce that effect 
those incendianes who liavc cndeavolircd to make 
themselves the instruments of division between us-”* 
Under tlic enormous demands of the Engbsh and 
the Nabobs inabHitj to meet them, the debt with 
w hich he stood charged m 1780 amounted to the sum 
of 1 400 000/ The Supreme Council continued 
pressmg llicir demands, llic Nabob, protesting tlrnt 
iic had given up every thing llmt " m Uic coimtrr no 
further resources remained and that he was without 
a sulisistoncc,” continued sinking more decpl) in nr 
rear Till the time when the resolution of Mr 
Hastings was adopted, to proceed to ‘moke with him 
a new arrangement upon the s]>ot 

As a slqi prdinnnary to thc^nffnin whlcli tlic 
Governor General meant to tnin«iact w itli llic Nnbob 
lie withdrew the resident Mr Jinatovv TIim gen 
tlcman Iiad l>ccn appointed hy the part) of C etieral 
Clavcnnt» "hen ihc) removed Middleton, the pn 

« li wtmld t>< irf7 mrf «», if ib* CfiTrroftr Corral ai fh« emn 
mmtrtrfnt Cff ITBO wan tctallj i'tiAraol f f tbr rum of llie 

Crrtnffi ard in »I Ltcra mfintit ^(/BttbciimA 

r*f I u frt it • t»TT^ |>nmr»M »< c oftlat ruin a« 

to ta»\,p It iS* prTnn|'*I|:fw »4 oflt t UtkhtI 111/7 |.fr«CfJare wh cb 
a/! pul arvl al »it lb iruUtiij i i U rtil to rm-na ilu* Ln-n bj 
*^■1 tI-*T rfci'mj'l tri. 

* ritrui cf IW It HTtoIr -w I tb BtCrmbcf I770 Tctal 
I rp-Tt ttuqfa Vppr 1 1 No I 
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and Middleton -appointed. 

Tate agent of Mr. Hastings . The Govenior-General BOOK v. 
had removed him soon after the time when he re- 
covered his supenonty in the Council: The Court of 1781. 
Directois had oidered him to be replaced as unjustly 
and impropeily lemoved. Mr Hastings, in disobe- 
dience nf these orders, had refused to rfeplace him, 
till it became a condition of the compiomise into 
whi9h he enteied with Francis: And he now re- 
moved him again, with a fiesh violation of the au- 
thonty of the Court of Directors, in conformity with 
whose orders he occupied the place Mr Middleton 
was agairf appointed, on the leason, notwithstanding 
tlie condemnation of "the Court of Duectois, again 
avowed, that a peison in the Govemor-Geneial’s omi 
confidence was necessaiy in that situation 

As the Governor-General intended to make a very 
•short stay at Benares, and then proceed to Lucknow, 
the Nabo'b had ah’eady left Ins capital, in older to 
pay him the usual compliment of a meeting, when he 
received intelligence of the insurrection. JMr. HasU 
ings, who wished not for the interview in a state of hu- 
mdiation, or under the appearance of recemng pro- 
tection fiom his ally, endeavouied bj^ a letter to 
make him return to his capital But the Nabob was 
eager to show the mteiest which he took in the fate of 
the Governor-Genei al, or eager to know the situation 
in which he was placed , and hastened uath but a few 
of his attendants to Cliunar. The Engiisli ruler was 
at pains to aflbid him a cordial reception. And ndth 
httle debate or hesitation they made a memorable ar- 
rangement. In consequence of “ the repeated and 
uigcnt representations of the Nabob, that he is un- 
able to support the expenses of the temporar}’ bri- 
gade of cavalry, and English officei's uitli their bat- 
talions. as well as othei gentlemen who are now paid 
hj'hmi," (such aic thc teims of the prcamlile to tlie 

7 
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Arranganent with the Nabob of Onde 

covenant) it was agreed, on the part of the Governor- 
General, that from the expense of the temporary bn 
gade, and of all other English troops, except the single 
bngade left with Siya ul Dowlah, and a lament of 
sepoys for the retfidentffgnard, and from the expense 
of all payments to English gentlemen, excepting 
those of the residents office the Nabob should be 
relieved ^ Accordmg to another article, permission 
was granted him to resume such of the jaghires 
within his temtones as he himself might choose, with 
only tins rcsen ation that a pension equal to the net 
rent should be paid to the holders of such of them ns 
had tlio Company for their guarantee. An article 
was also inserted according to which the Nabob was 
to bl? nlloa cd, when the suitable time should amve, 
toalnp TysooUa Ehan of his tcmtoiy, hllo’Mng him 
onl) a pcnftion in its stead. 

Such was all that was seen on the face of this 
agreement where no advantage to the English ap- 
peared. The arcumstances, however, vhicli const! 


* See pe|;eS7t where it e ppe en lh«t IltitiD^ tittle iBore then • 
Tter tiTittd as eod thmlestil with paabhmeut 

th(r>e adroers* bj wbou b« dmeetl it proper to assmoe 

that (he habuh hoptorrd iW relkr which wit now gnmied end K> 
mach u •tslrd tltote idTenni:} of the coentrj ihicfa the Goromof- 
Groersl dow held iladtoiiil; opto ritw To thrretm to punth th« 
rrprtMO aiif>aorpietuccr«,et OoriejusU; on it I p iia(^ irmarlis, it 
to rndrstoor tn 4ntn>ct ooe of the nwnt iscrtd duties (d* ■ drpendut 
pOAOr and oThls adrl»«r«t • dot; in the blchott drfrroe owful Loth to 
p^pU who loS’er ead totbe It aflord* a ceneut 

TTxw I prriscle in rr^npare the rafnetts aod Uttm of lh« Gorrreof 
CramJ. wL«a at iLe breutora of the /ter 1790, toa ecaiamg the pn>. 
pn IT fo the \ahohi.>fuitaia the whole of theLarthen to. 

powJ Dp>n Lim amt b * nuoufet asd I tt rr wbm malaiaudaf the 
pn>p«u<f f rrl'nir;; b m from thne burbrirt ia IfBI j The aixu* 
ri n ad f^rtt aJdscf^ eo the coo ocraui o at wtQ a* iKo ctmcfsiloo, 
art 1 ct^inliciloa to tbme nluhitrii co the orf^ See the Do. 
CTjt t I tU F rtndand Tenih llrpeoti eiiopra pnotrd alwi/Lir 
tl^ 1! u« of CAfi’ tfm cn the ICtb of lUiie s (.La/j-d’j aod ia the 31i 
taiirt U Ltniffce «j the TriaL 
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The Properly of the Pitnces'ies taken. 

tilted the real nature of the transaction were only BOOK V 
behind the curtain. ^ 

There were two Princesses, known by the name of lysi. 
the Begums ; the one, the mother of Sujah Dowla, 
the late nabob ; the other, the widow of the date 
Nabob, and mother of the present. These Princesses 
the preceding sovereign had always treated with the 
highest consideration and respect ; and allowed them 
a magnificent and expensive estabhshmenL At the 
death of Sujah Dowla, those Princesses, according 
to the custom of India, were left in possession of cer- 
tain jaghires ; that is, the government portion of the 
produce of a part of the land, over which, for the 
greater ceitamty of payment, the holder of the jaghire 
was allowed the powers of management and collec- 
tion. This was the fund, finm which the Begums 
provided for their state and subsistence ; and for the 
state and subsistence of the numerous families of the 
preceding N abobs, placed under their superintendance. / 
Sujah Dowla, at his death, had also left to the Be- 
gums the greater part of the ti easure which happened 
to be in his hands ; and imagination swelled the sum 
to a prodigious extent. Mr. Hastings had been dis- 
appointed in the mine which he expected to drain at 
Benares. His power and reputation depended upon 
the immediate acquisition of money. In the iiches of 
the Begums" appeared to lie an ^dmh’able resource. 

It was agreed'between Mr Hastings and the Nabob, 
that his Highness should be relieved from tlie ex- 
pense, which he was unable to bear, of the English 
troops and gentlemen ; and he, on his part, engaged 
to strip the Begums of both their treasure and thefr 
jaghires, dehvering to the Gkivemor-General the 
proceeds.^ 

• To enable tbe Nabob, “ to discharge bis debt to the Company in 
the shortest time possible,’' that is, to get money from him , and “ to 
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Sifttitton of the Begnmx 

This transaction, however objectionable it may at 
first sight appear, hir Hastings represented ns at- 
tended wiUi orcimistances which rendered it not only 
just but necessary The weiglit of these arcura 
stances ought to be carefully and impartially con 
sidcrcd ' t 

In the f year 1775# not long after the death of 
Sujnli Dowla, lus widow, the mothci^ of the reigning 
Naixib, complained by letter, to tJio Enghsh govern 
ment, of the treatment which she received fVom her 
son She stated that vanous sums, to*the extent of 
twenty SIX lacs of rupees, hod been extorted from her, 
under the pica of his being in want of money to dis- 
charge lus'-obligatlons to the English chiefs and that 
a recent demand had been urged for no less tlian 
thirty lacs as absolutely necessary to rebeve him 
trndcrliis engagements to the Company and to mvc 
bis oflaire from o ruinous embarrassment Upon tlic 
faitli of the English government, to wlucli alone she 
would trust siio agreed to make tins sncnGct , ond it 
wni solemnly covenanted on tiic part oC hoc son and 
giinnntccd on the part jif the Engludi goicmmcnt 
tliQt no further imasion should c\ct be made upon 
her, in tlie full cnjovment of her jaglurcs and cfTccts 
uhcUicr blic resided nithm the donuinons ofAsnpli 
ul Doula or chosi torc<ndcin an} other place Tills 
ngret-ment u as far fitim producing pcncu l)cti\ cen the 
i\nl>ob and the Begums, Perpetual complaints of 
mjnrioiis treatment s\cro made h} the Pnncts<cs and 
the bu me s of mcxlmlion mis found bj the English 
nsulcnt n difTiniU and dthmto tnsi 

III the iRginmug of the veur 1776 tlirnc di«cn 

r I k] j'n- frt -n I n nrl Ir t ajI r>r in n <I "ifni} rt-iiwc 
^ if II ll I ’ I ol tr il ( rt mrr 1 in 

^4 l--r *• I* t I I ct in 1 1 ** I I r« h |l « ** 

I It Ti tf II' t«« -t-T tmi 
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Siiualion of the Begmns, 

•h 

sions rose to a great height, and tlie aged Princess, BOOK V. 
“ whose residence the treatment of her grandson ” (to ^ 
use the words of Mr Middleton, the resident) 1781. 

‘‘ seems to have rendered ii’ksome and disgusting to 
her,” resolved to abandon his dominions, and lepair 
on a pilgi image to hlecca To the execution of this 

design^ the Nobob was exceedingly averse , because 
it would withdiaw, from the sphere of his power, the 
gieat treasure which he imagined she possessed, and 
•which at her death, if not iiefore, he could rendei his 
own Both the Nabob and his grandmother applied 
to the resident , the one foi the purpose of procuiing 
his influence to prevail upon the Begum to remain ; 
the' other for the purpose of procuimg it to induce 
the Nabob to allow her to depart The Begum com- 
plained that she was subject to daily extortions and 
insults; that the Nabob withheld the allowance 
which had been established by the late Vizir for'the 
maintenance of the family of her deceased husband ; 
that he had resumed the jaghiies and emoluments of 
her servants and dependants , that he had made no 
piovision for the maintenance of the women and 
childi’en (a Very numerous family) of the late Vizir, 
his own father; that the " education aryl condition of 
tlie - children were wholly neglected , and that tlie 
favouiites of the Nabob were allowed, and even en- 
couraged, to degrade his family by their oppiessions 
and insults The resident reported to the Governor- 
Geneial and Council, that the deportment of the 
Nabob towaid her, his family, and lelations in ge- ' 
neral, was, he could ''not but admit, veiy exception- 
able , that her claims w'-erc very model ate and j'ust, 
and such as it would be natural to suppose the Nabob 
could not m decency lefuse ” He even suggested, if 
the Nabob should refuse to comply with these reason- 
able demands, “ that the influence of the English 
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BOOK V government should be exerted, to secure to the 
^ Begum whatever might appear to be her rights ” in 
nsi which case he doubted not that her design of depart 
ing with her treasure would be wilhngly abandoned 

Whfle the resident was pndcnvounng but without 
success, to prevail upon the Nabob to ofFord to his 
grandmother a reasonable satisfaction he received 
from the second of the Princesses a representation of 
the violations which had been committed by her son 
of the conditions of the recent treaty a treaty 
which she called upon the English government, in 
quahty of Its guarantee, to protect The resident in 
\Tun endeavoured to improve the behavionr of the 
Nabob and, in reporting upon hii disappomtmcnt, 
observes, ** I ha\e on nil occasoni, as much ns pos- 
sible avoided troubling the Honourable Board 
any matters which reflect upon tlic conduct 
or government of the Nabob, inslung rather to 
dieck and obnatc abuses, by friendly ndmonitions 
and remonstrances to his Excellency himsdf, tlioii 
to correct them by an appeal (o your authority 
But fudi Is his ExcdlcDcy^s disposition and to 
entirely lias he lost the confidence and aflcc- 
tions of his syhjccts, that unJe^ some restraint is 
imposed upon him, which would cflcctuall} secure 
those who hvc under the protection of his govern 
ment, from Molcncc and oppression, I nm but too well 
convinced, that no man of reputation or propertj 
will long continue In lhc*c provinces."* 

On the 23(1 of March the Councn'Gcncral, In 
nliich^Ir Ilavtings had then the ascendant* took 
under thnr conMilcnition the complaints of the Be 

• Mr • Letter to *iiJ CcoodJ du«irji»b*d 

J F b 1T75, lUjwfl ot tnpn 

* n** Mr !!■ ho-i )Ir BirwHL ^Ir Frarta* Mr 
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SituaUon of {he Begums. 

gums With leg^rd to the eldest of the Princesses, BOOK v. 
and thoie of the relations and subjects of the Nabob, 
in favoiu’ of whom the guarantee of the Company 1781. 
was not interposed, they held themselves incapable, 
in any other way than that of remonstrance and by 
tokens of displeasure, to oppose the oppressions oF the 
Nabob. But as they had become parties to a treaty 
for the protection of the second of the Begums, the 
mother of the Nabob, they determined to make use 
of their authonty in her behalf On the rapacity 
which he had practised with respect to the elder of 
the Begums, and some of his other relations, their 
instructions to the resident were in the follondng 
words, “ We desire you 'rtU repeat your remon- 
strances to the Vizir on these points, in the name of 
this government ; representing to him the conse- 
quences of such an arbitrary proceeding ; the reproach 
to wIiicH his honour and 1 eputation, as well as ours, 
from being connected with him, 'V’lll be exposed, by 
such acts of cruelty and injustice 7 and the right 
which we derive, fiom the nature of our alhance 
with him, to expect that he will pay a deference to 
our remonstrances.” They add, ‘‘ with respect to the , 

Bow Begum (the mother of the Nabob), her 
grievances come before us on a very different footing. 

She IS entitled to our protection, by an act, not sought 
by us, but solicited by the Nabob himself. We 
therefore empower* and direct you, to afford your 
support and protection to her, in the due maintenance 
of all the nghts she possesses, in virtue of the treaty 
executed between her and her son, under the gua- 
rantee of the Company 


J Report, ut supra Tlie documents to which reference is here made, 
were all reprinted, both in the papers called for by the House of Com- 
mons, and m the Minutes of Evidence, taken at the Tnal m Westmin- 
ster Hall 
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JrfomJ Character of the 

BOOK V Such was the bght in which the rclotirc conduct 
Cnir s. qf Nabob and the Begums appeared -to Iho' 
1781 Governor Gcueral and Cotradl, in 1778 'and on 
the footing Avhich was then established, rantters be- 
tween them remained, till tlic meeting between Mr 
HasCmgs and Asopli ul Dmfrla at Chunar, in 1781, 
when the Nabob ^tis, by treaty, alloa*cd to scire the 
property of the Princesses, and of others his relations 
and, on the condition of bestowing that property 
upon the English, actually reworded for tlie scirurc 
by obtaining rehef from n permanent and oppressive 
expense The reasons whicli jMr Hastings adduced 
for this proceeding ore, that the Begums had endea 
soured to excite insurrection in Oude in favour of 
Cheyte Sing, and that they employed their poncr 
and inflncncc to embanass and disturb the Nol)obs 
ndminlstratioru 

If the testimony of an nccu^ shall pass for proof, 
when tlmt accuser derives great adiTintngc from the 
supposition of ginlt and great lo^s from the supjio- 
sition of innocence tio indiiidual is under protection 
It is further to l»c remarked Uiat the insurrection at 
Bemres happened on the ICth of August and tlic 
treat} by which the Nabob was authonzeil to resume 
the jncjhircs nas signed at Chunar, on the 19lh of 
Sqitcmbcr Tlic Begums, who had first to hear of 
the insurrcctinn at Bcimrc< and then to spread dis- 
nffcrtion througli n great kingdcmi bad, therefore, 
little time for the contraction of guilt Besides nhen 
tlic government of the Nolxib as the Eughdi them 
mJm-s so pcrfectl} knew had fallen into contempt 
and ditfstnlion with nil his suhjecl< it was very 
natural to <upjK><c that the servants and dcpcmlmLs 
of tlie Begumf who were ntnong the ^evcTc>t of the 
unVnT*, would not lie the IcaU forwnnl Inixliihit- 
ing tliur timintiils \iid as the hxIumoii of tin. 
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Tiealmcnl sii£ered by the Bcgiwis. 

Begums rendered it impossible for them to siiperin- BOOK' v. 
tend the conduct of tlieu’* servants abroad, they Averc ^ 
less than otlier people lesponsiblc for their conduct. 1781. 

But the observation of gieatest importance yet 
remains to be adduced. What was the proof, upon 
the strengtii of udnch tlie, Begums Aveie selected for 
a singular and aggravated punishment^. Answer; 
no direct proof lAhatsoever. Hardly an attempt is 
made to prove any thing, except a rumour, IMr. 
Hastings’s friends ai’c produced in great numbers to 
say that they heaid a rumour. Upon allegation of 
a rumour, that the Begums abetted Cheyte Sing, 
judgment was pronounced, and punishment followed. 

Before a just judgment can be pronounced, and 
punishment'can be justifiably inflicted, it is necessary 
that trial should take place, and that the party ac- 
cused should be heai’d in his defence Was this jus- 
tice afforded the Begums ^ Not a tittle of it. So 
far fi’om it , that Mr. Idastings, AAdiile yet in the heat 
,of the insuirection at Chunar, w'^hen the Begums had 
scarcely had time to rebel, much less had he had 
time to make-* any inquiry into the imputation of 
guilt at a moment when all was confusion, alarm, 
and hurry, w'-hen every thing was leady to be re- 
ported, and every thing to be believed , pronounced 
a final judgment, to supersede the guarantee of the 
English government, to strip the Princesses of Oude 
of their estates, and give tliem up helpless mto the 
hands of the Nabob. 

Of the evidence adduced upon tlus important point, 
it IS higlily requisite to give a sliort account If any 
thing be indispensable to righteous judgment, it is, 
that evidence should first be collected, and judgment 
^ follow after. Mi . 'Hastings pronounced judgment, 
and sent Ins instrument, the Nabob, to inflict pumslir- 
ment, in the fiist place ^ Some time after aU thife 
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£cid(nce onij/ of a Slumour 

thus drcumstanced could be no proof of the guilt of 
an absent party 

These affidavits affirm not one criminal fact on the 
part of the Begums. All tliat they affirm Mith rc 
gard to these Princesses is rumour merclr Tlie 
Antnesscs had heard that the Begums instigated that 
disalTccUou, which manifested itself in almost every 
part of the Nabobs domimons Fn one sense this is 
cndcncc of the fairness and honoumblcncss of hlr 
Hastmgs for imdoubtcdl^ it goes a certain waj to 
prove that no undue means ucre used to put matter 
into tlicsc affidants. ' t 

Some of them speak directly to certain tumultuary 
proceedings in Goruckporc one of the distncta of 
Oude But the insarrccUon if such it might be call 
cd was not against the BrUtth nutIiont\ for there 
was none there to oppose Tlic Xabob s sepoys M-erc 
refractor) for nant of pay An AumlJ, or router of 
tlic Begums phoned a disinclination to permit a 
part) of the / sepoys to pass tlirough Ins dis- 

tnet which he knen tlic) %\ould plunder, ami hence 
inipo'^c u|)on him a severe pccuninrv loss And tlic 
country people in general shonod n hostile dispodtion 
to thc^ same »«po\5 of the jVo^'ofr It Imt lias this 
to do in the smallest degree uith the British an 
tllo^t^^ And if the scpo)s liad been Bnlidi uhich 
tbc) Mere not u hat proof is pren tlint the Begnins 
T\crc the rau«o of the Iiatrwl thci c\|>enencxd or 
knlu of the coimnotions to nlndi llmt lmtre<Ign\c 
birtlP' 

• ( vrtomtlj •r8jcTr»«B noiif^tnnc*ul4 U n«TjTTmi 

rv r tt r t a r<l b rtWIl n tiU it tu ( J !!«■ ( o* m r-(nrwf L In 
JuaiTj C »l»rt ilrf Bremu w*« cmo]iIiJ jn to lln* F I p »cm 
•at t •h<D it *>« •'5 rJ h 1 r pn».rct n nt in 0« If 

• n»r»i tL C rt fTK r Otw ral kn4 ( (il “1 tuaV t1 r ittijJaj r 

1^^*- f rj t tl tfnj t<rf Of l«Lt cf Irff n>ti>rn I «• 

t tlitftn I r»Vt t^l a 1 ul ir.lfjfn ct / ll-** N j| L » l< t 



385 


Eiaminahon of the Evidence against the Begums. 

Rumour affirmed that the Begums piomoted tlie book v. 
disaffection. If nimoyr. on such an occasion, were 
a proper ground of belief, rumom’ affirmed that tlie 1781. 
Nabob himself, together with his brotlier Saadut 
Ali, not only abetted the disaffection, but had entered 
into a deliberate plan for the extirpation of the Eng- 
lish fiom the country. Wliy is rumour to be evidence 
against one, not evidence against another, just as it 
suits the pleasure or convenience of JMi . Hastings ^ 

One of the deponents, who spoke most distinctly 
to what lie reckoned symptoms of hostility on the 
part of the Begums, was a Major hlacdonald, an 
Enghsh officer, in the service of tlie Nabob. He 
states that Ins maich, at the head of a party of the 
Nabob’s sepoys, was opposed by Zalim Sing, a Ze- 
mindar, who had long been treated by the Nabob as 
a rebel. Tliis hostile chief showed, even to Mac- 
donald’s people, a paper purporting to be a sunnud 
from the Nabob, restoring lum to his Zemindary, 
and vesting him with the government of certain dis- 
tricts', and he informed them he had the Nabob’s 
instructions to drive, says the affidavit, “ the Frm- 
gies out of his districts, that he only waited for the 
fortunate hour, boats being already provided from 
Eyzabad (which the deponent knew absolutely to be 
the case) to cross the Gogra, and carry the Nabobs 
orders into execution . Furthei, that his Excellency 
had altered his sentiments regarding the part he was 
to take in the present contest, that his Excellency 
set'out with the intent of adhenng to his treaty with 
the Company, but that Mirza Saadut Ali wrote him 
he was to blame if he gave any assistance ; that now 
w’^as the time to shake off the Enghsh yoke , that it 
might not be prudent to declare himself at once ; 

the officers of his government, and refused obedience to his Perwan- 
nahs ” Minutes, ut supra, p 2048 

TOL. IV. 2 C 
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government. jMi*. Holt, who was appointed assist- BOOK V 
ant to tlie resident at the Vizii’s court about tlie be- ^ 
ginning of the year 1780, was asked, Did you hear nsl. 
that Colonel Hannay Avas himself in particular dan- 
ger fioni the insurrections m 1781^ I did.— What 
do you suppose those insurrections aiose fiom at first 
— did you ever hear of any machinations or contiiv- 
ances of particulai persons, or did you ever hear wliat 
the cause was that they objected to ? I have heard 
it was ovdng to the misconduct and misgovernment 
of Colonel Hannay.” ^ 

Captain Edwards, another of the Company’s offi- 
cers, V ho had obtained pei mission th accept of seiwice 
with the Vizu’, and wlio was aid-du-camp to that 
Pnnee at the time of Mr. Hastings’ quarrel mth 
Cheyte Sing, was asked,, “ In wliat situation was 
Colonel Hannay,” meaning, in the service of the 
Vizir ? « I understand that lie rented a gi eat part 

of the Nabob’s countiy, called Baraitch and Goruck- 
pore. — Do you know what was the general fame of 
the country vdtli respect to Colonel Hannay’s admi- 
nistration in those provinces ^ That the measures of 
his goveniment appeared to the natives theie very 
unjustifiable and oppressive — Did you ever see, oi 
knaw, any fact or circumstance from which you could 
infer in the same manner ? When I accompanied his 
Excellency the Nabob into' that country, (I beheve 
it was the latter end of the year 1779j or early in 
the year 1780) the country seemed to be little culti- 
vated, and veiy few inhabitants made then appear- 
ance , and the few that were in the countiy seemed 
much distressed / and I understood that the country 
had been better peopled, but that they had aU left 
the country in consequence of Colonel Hannay’s ad- 

• Minutes, ut supra, p ^391 See to the same purpose the endence 
of Colonel Achmuty, p 783 , 

9 c 2 
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£ramma/toft of the JZvidaiee 

BOOK V numstration.— Was it at Lucknow tKat you heard 
the reports conceminp Colonel Hannny, and his op- 
1781 pressions? It was botli at Lucknow, and at many 
other places it was a general report,^ 

It is also a arcuQistance of great imporlancc, that 
when Colonel Hannay entered the service of the Na 
boh in 1778 , he was a man m debt, or what is called 
by the witness " involved arcumstnnees ” Before the 
end of 1781 , that is in a period of about three years 
he was understood to have realired a fortune of 
300,000r 

It IS now, however, m justice to Colonel Hannny, 
to be observed, that with regard both to the oppres 
sions of which he is accused, and the vast amount of 
his fortune, most of the evidence adduced is cndencc 
lather to the rumour of these facts, than to the facts 
themselves. But if this be a plea, as it undoubtedlj 
is, m behalf of Colonel Honnay, it Is a plea, it must 
be remembered, no less aNTuJing m fovour of the Be 
ginns. It appears, indeed, with strong evidence from 
the cross cxaminolion of Mr Hastings own witnesses 
upon the tnol that a considerable number of the 
Rnjohs, or ancient chiefs of the country, who till 
that time had remained lo possession of their respect- 
ive djslncls, paying on annual sum as revenue^ to 
the \Trir were dnven out dunng the ndmmlstrotimi 
of Colonel Ilannn} and that they retained the coun 
try in n stale of perpetual disturbance, by endless 
efforts for their restoration * This accounts for the 

■ ilbun m lopn, p TY8, TOV. OfUM uTurmliVTi oa9 prioeipat 
part »t Intt wmt ncmlooH b/ faxIiicnatloQ at of • p:mt 

mjmbtf ©f pnirtM la Uw Fcft e/ Ooradporr fcJlo»*d Irr a drtip, 1 1 
rfffrt iVtf «t t^pr* p ItHlS wbtrt a Uuw f 

C 1 Oft llu*u3r t h w> iti o&oirt oa tb« ilkti n 

ihit tW rtU«M cf ihn** pntc««n »o«ld qnl« tW CDijntfy S«> 
Omt r. iui J M tioo «r Captaia WiUiarei thronbnot IbxL p 19a.»- 
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turbulent state of tlie country. Whether it was ill- BOOK v. 
justice, by which the Rajahs were expelled ; or whe* 
ther it was impossible to make tliem obedient sub- 178I. 
jects, sufficient evidence is not afforded to deter- 
mine. 

It is at any rate ceitain, that Colonel Hannay be- 
came in the highest degree odious to the Vizir ; for 
he dismissed him fiom Iiis service before the end of 
the year 1781 , and having heard that he was using 
his influence to be sent back, he wrote to the Gover- 
nor-General, about the beginning of September fol- 
lowing, in these extraordinaiy terms : 

JMy country and house belong to you ; there is 
no difference. I hope that you desire in your heart 
the good of my concerns. Colonel Hannay is in- 
clined to request your permission to be employed in 
the affairs of tins quarter. If, by any means, any 
matter of this country, dependant on me, should be 
intrusted to the Colonel, I swear by the Holy Pro- 
phet, that I will not remain here, but will go from 
hence to you. From your landness let no concern, 
dependant upon me, be intrusted to the Colonel; 
and obhge me by a speedy answer which tnay set my 
mind at ease.” ^ 

It is also a most suspicious circumstance, that the 
accusations of the Begums seem originally to have 
come fi’om Colonel Hannay, and to have depended 
almost entirely upon tlie reports of him and his^ offi- 
cers ; who were deeply interested m finding, for the 
disturbances of the countiy, which they ruled, a cause 
different from their own malversations. 

When, the Nabob departed from Chunar, at which 
time, according to ' the statements of Mr. Hasfc^ 
ings, the Begums were in a state of rebellion, he 


1 Minutes, at supra, p 660, 
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chose to pass throngh rjzaljad, the place of their re- 
sidence, ncconipanied mcrclj- by his usual attendants, 
and about five or six hundred horse and, nccordmg 
to the opinion of Captain Edwards, probably entered 
the city with only n fen attendants, a^ in general his 
rate of travcUing far exceeded the utmost speed of a 
body of horse 

As every mark of suspiiaon that rcbclbon was ex 
ated or intended liy tlic Begums was thus rcmovctl 
from the behaviour of the Nabob so not a single ex 
prcssion ever appears to have been obtained from him, 
whicli implied that they had been guilty of any such 
otTcncc and yet if he had conceived any apprehen 
Bion from them, it was to the English he must have 
flown for protection, and to them he would naturally 
Imvc communicated Ins fears. IIls aid-du-camp 
Captain Edwards, who hod occomponied Iiun to 
Chunar, and proceeded with the rest of the troops to 
Lucknon, when the Nabob left the direct road to his 
capital to pass tlirough Erzabad, was asked ** Did you 
hear upon the return of the Nabob, and Hyder Beg 
to Lucknow, an) charge or nnr tlimg tlmt led you 
to bchcre that discovcncs of rebellion or treason Iiad 
been mode b) the Nabob while ntEvunbad? No, 
I did not — -Mlicn did you fir^t Iiear of any accusation 
or d large of any rebellion or disnflection against the 
Begums'^ Some time nfrer I nmved at Lticknou 
About a fortnight after I heard the gentlemen in the 
Boulcnls family mention the riiffcrcnt accounts tlmt 
Colonel Hanna) and hisofliccrs had sent — Was the 
intelligence you received upon that sulycct confineil 
lo rommunicalions made b) Colonel Ilannn) ami 
huuflictrs to the Kesident s oflicc nr did \ou hear 
of aur Ollier IjcsuIcs^ 1 Iicard that lucli reports pre- 
vailed at I urknou among tilt natives, which utir 
not gcntnllv iKlievrd and there ucrc a feu who 
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agnin<t the Bcguiw^ 

mentioned they had heard the reports. — The question nooK v 
put to you is, uhctlicr you heaid of any otlier in- ^ 
st-anccs than those mentioned h_y Colonel Hannay 178I. 
and his officers ^ I heard my o\yn servants say, as 
they u'ent thiouq;]i the market place, they had heard 
from the Resident's sen ants, that they had heaid 
such lepoils did jncvail. — 1 \ leaning the reports from 
Colonel Hanna} Yes. meaning those reports — 

Did the natives in general give any credit to these re- 
ports'^ No, I do not think they did — Did you not 
hearmoie of tins *^01 1 of repoit after the treasuie ivas 
seized lu .Tanuary, 1782 ^ I did I heard the trea- , 
sines V.CTC seized m consequence of the lepoit, and 
the charge and acciisation. made h} Colonel Hannay 
and some of his officers, that the Begums had been 
in a state of rebellion 

As Colonel Hannay and his officers, white and 
black, weie almost the only poisons whose affidavits, 
originally taken at Lucknow, imputed any acts of 
disaffection to the Begums , so they were his officers, 
including the Paymastei ofliis tioops, who alone, or 
nearly so, were called to prove the allegation in Eng- 
land. One 01 two other peisons, the aid of whose 
testimony was 1 equired, could speak to nothing but 
reports, at Allahabad, or at Calcutta .And it ap- 
peals, with gieat force of evidence, from the exami- 
nation of the witnesses adduced m favour of Mi. 
Hastings, that the accusation lested upon the alle- 
gations of Hannay, and Ins officers , who, themselves, 
could affirm nothing but rumour, or facts of which it 
is more probable that they themselves were the cause 
than the Begums ; and that the story, being taken 
up by hit. Hastings, and propagated by him and his 
fi lends, with all the authority of government, was 


> Minutes, nt supra, p 777 
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spread abroad among the English thronghmit the 
conntr} , and by them, in the usual manner, upon no 
1761 liotter nutliontj', passively, but not the less fervently, 
and confidently, believed * 

The departure of the Nabob from Chiinar, for 
the purpose of seUang the property of his mother 
nnd his grandmother vna urged by hlr Hast- 
ings upon the amvnl hoivcvcr of that Pnnee in 
his own dormnions, he manifested a great reluct 
nnee to enter upon the ungracious work^ The Go- 
vernor General waited, ns he himself informs us, 
with much impatience.** He urged the Nabob by 
the strongest remonstrances He enjoined the Ee- 
sidcnt, in (ho most earnest and most peremptory 
terms to leave no efibrt unnttempted for the accom 
plishmcnt of this important event Tlic reluctance 
iioucvcr of the Nabob continued untailxlucd nnd 
i\fr IMiddlLton the Unident, nos instructed to super 
firdc the antlioiitv of the Nabob, nnd pcrfbrm the nc 
Ccs^ar) measures h) the o|)cmtion of English power 
He proceeded at ln«t to the execution of the Gover- 
nor Genemrs commands but the Nabob shocked at 
tlie degradation which he would sustain In the eyes 
of Ids iKnipk if acts under Ins govemmont of so much 
imjwrtnncc s houfd appear to emanate from any power 
but his own, undertook the melancholy task’ The 

• Miiotei of Frulfpe# (or Um Pro#4Cnlion, p 301—951 Do 
f w ihf rV'rort' p. IB S-i.^POa, 

* /\r^vrj >- to II* the no to plonHer 

it-« nut f-e hH prefljtjhlm to certain pet > 0 0 * i*b«n Blr 

II ti roll bl ** Onh-rl-et, u*I othm oftbitiuiop ” lb* 

CM.p f hi, I bmir*.* Tb*« he will ei! to resume idH 

( rt cf«rle«ttxit «1 lo tfepert fruta bl» mpa-emml of rr»umptlro al 
ifHrtUf Ikt ,1.* evtr,* •ppew not wffrtMt to •fcooBt th* ctTfct 
If h L 1 rn the Jtfhir*, ef hi, ofJerUc, nbich wrr* ©f inibti^ 
• nw-o t, •bat ■ootd hxt* hloJcrvO iuo, fircffl pnog theio fcmelluni cf 
rt pritrr 
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to plunder the Begums. 

words of the resident to the Govenior-General , are book v. 
instructive: "I had the Iionoiu to addiess you on 
the 7 th instant, informing you of the conversation 178I. 
which had passed between the Nabob and me on the 
subject of resuming the jaghues , and the step I had 
taken in consequence.” Tlie step was the issuing of 
perwannahs or waiTants to the Aurails or agents on 
the jaghires, to desist from acting in behalf of the 
Begums “ His Excellency appeared to be very 
much hurt and incensed at the measure . And loudly 
complains of the tieachery of his ministers, first, in 
giving you any hopes that such a measure would be 
adopted , and, secondly, m promising me their whole 
support in carrying it through. But as I appre- 
hended” (he means, expected) rather than suffer it 
to appeal that the point had been caniedin opposition 
to his vdll, he at length yielded a nominal acqui- 
escence, and has this day issued his own perwannahs 
to that effect — decladng, however, "at the same time, 
both to me and his ministers, that it is an act of com- 
pulsion.”^ 

The resumption of the jaghires was not the only 
measure which had been conceived and resolved 
against the Begums. Their treasures were to be 


1 Letter to Mr Hastings, dated 9th of Dec 1781. Notwitlistanding 
these, and the hunierous other proofs, that Hastings was well aware of 
the reluctance of the Nabob, to proceed to the acts by which his parents 
were plundered, Hastings, I'hen it suited his purpose to put on the show 
of a wonderful tenderness for the Nabob, wrote to his pnvate agent, 
Major Palmer, viz on the 6th of May, 1783, “ that it had been a matter 
of equal surpnse and concern to him, to learn from the letters of the re- 
' sident, that the Nabob Vizir was with difficulty, and almost unconquerr- 
able reluctance, induced to give his consent to the attachment of the 
treasure deposited by his father under the charge of the Begum his ijkJ- 
ther, and to the resumption of her jnghire, and the other Jaghires of the 
individuals ef his family " As if he had never heard of these facts be- 
fore I Such specimens of Mr Hastings, as this, meet us often in the 
records of his government. 
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Means of Coeraon 

seized * The Nabob nod the resident, with a bodjr 
of Englisb troops, proceeded towards the abode of the 
princesses at Fyzabad, sphere the} amred on the 8th 
ofJanuarv The first days were spent in demands 

> A* unne CDoftiutn took thoi]f:li nitch Im than wbat vm* ex* 
pected aod the leraziU nd ogcDU of the pnneesMS withheld not tocoe 
dem om tra il CDl of oppoudon, when tbejaghires were Cakeo ilwcj this 
mu called miitaoce and Mr Uesdogs was wniiog it ihoold ■ppeei' 
that this was haooos (tnlt, end that cmljla pimiiUnen^ of this F;;mlt 
the resdaOOD orietzuT); thdr monej was edopted. Letter of Go* 
Temor-Oeoeral and Coimefl to tbeCoort of I>ir«tof», 11th of rtbnary 
1T83 Iteport, ct loprn, Appeodit hfo 5 ) He hltnse\f bowerer, 

hasrondshed sa^deot proof that the revrloUon was adopted before the 
rtsnroptK* ofthojaghlres was bejrm ** It roey be neeasary ” be lajs, 
Jq tus letter dated ett Semagego'^B^ ^ Ganges SSd of Jairaaty ITB" 
IQ thu place to mforrn yoo, that io addition to the resolution of mom- 
Inp the BejsTnns Jaghires the Nabob had detUrtd bta resolotloo of re* 
ciahship all the trrasoros of bu &BuIy which were hi their poasesiteo 
aed to which by the Malioaiedan laws be was estitled. Thh reao* 
latron I baie strenaeosly encoaraped asd sopported 1 hare re* 
rplred and recei ed the Nabob* promise that whaterer act|ul*ll! ais 
tball be nltfcuned Ootb the (use of these proceedmgs ft shall be pri 
tnnly applied to the discbanteofthe bohiDcr' acteally doe Cora him to 
the Cwnpouy ^ (Troth Reponot sonra. Appendix No. C and Mi 
BOlrl of Lndence ntiopni,p *^fe.) Bef mho aopdeseence of ibe 
■Nalrobcoold be proeored to the eircation of the plan Cw resutoiDj; the 
yjpldrrsnr cm the 0th of December 1701 the Resnienl wnto to Mr 
Hntings as fJlowit " koorpleasoro m»prciin the Depomv I ba\e 
Icamt frnm Sr rjjsh an 1 tlw measure heretof re proposed will looo 
foil rw iLe rcamptioo of tbe Ja biies rnjm both, or mdeed from the 
fonner aWe 1 >is»e oodmibtof the complete liTtddalroo oflbeLom 
piny s balance ” Thew cipre kwis apT^y so Decessarily to the seiiore 
ofthe trmerr^ (bit they can be applied to nothleg H«e Id another 
letter to llw Goreroor (.mteralon the fullcmitig day the tle^Ideot ailades 
to die SBTTie nta ore u> tbe (uUo«m.. Irttns i “ Ills P scrllency tails of 
g ru^tnlfMlnd fur ibe porpoce berelnfore nKtilrunnl in llirre or lonr 
day 1 with lie may be tenons In his lotretiun and you may rest as 
SQ^ I baQ spf« no puns to keep Inra to it " 1 b« rrprrsetnatioti 
which w made U ih m ibis ktt r to the Dirertoes aod ia the ilef or* 
wl ifb Mr n sitr«^ Cnt p~ese n t<d to ih* llrmie of ComoK-ns that lh« 
ry pe<sitioo of tbe Ite- uw s to the seuure ofthnrj 'birrs siMibe eaos* 
ea arrotmi of wLirb the l«a nr s*as (ore bly talers away £hmi them 
Mr It t p in a sccmid defrncr r ractrl atTmnn tb t asstrt cn 
wis a bl lb th ctsre >11 uses of£ id j' at the Tiial 

p It •» alt m|>crJ lo acconiit fir iba Umdtr by iutin„ that 

l‘ t f 1 i ' ro* wa oo» srt tier ard hardl rsamined br >Ir Us Urp. 
rs 
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applied to flic BcgHW<;. 

anti negotiations On the 12tli the ti oops were or- BOOK v. 
derccl to storm the town and the castle, l)ut little or no 
opposition M as made , for no blood was shed on either 1782. 
side, and the tioops took possession of all the outer 
enclosure of the palace of one of the princesses, and 
blocked up the other. 

Still, houever, the female apartments Mere un- 
%'iolated, and the ticasuic was not obtained The 
difficulty was to lay hands on it Mithout the disgiace 
of piofaning and polluting the sacicd ]necinct The 
principal agents of tlie piincesscs were two aged' 
pcisonages of gicat rank and distinction, ydio. liad 
been in high tiust and favour M'lth the late Nabob; 
the eunuchs, .Tewar Ah Khan and Behar A.I 1 Khan. 

It M as resolved Co put those personages in confine- 
ment, and apjily to them other seventies, in older 
that the Begums might, by their compassion, be 
moved to give uji the tieasure ; 01 that the eunuchs 
themsehes should be compelled, by their suflerings, 
to give up ydiat m'os in their o^vn custody, and use 
their influence ivitli the piincesscs to resign vffiat 
they possessed. By the torture of one paity, money 
was to be extoited fiom anothei. The cruel lessons 
of Eastern despotism were well acquiicd by Eng- 
lishmen. 

The expedient was attended with success. The 
Begums, or rather the elder of tlic two, in wdiose pos- 
session, as head of the female department, the treasure 
was placed, was wrought upon by these proceedings 
to make a surrender , and money was paid to the 
English resident to the amount of the bond given to 
the Company by the Nabob for his balance of the 
year 1779-80. 

The eunuchsw’^ere not yet released Anotherbalance 

According to tins account, his blood was very cool upon the subject of 
his accusation, notwithstanding the loud complaints lie so frequently 
preferfed of tlie mental torture which it inflicted upon him 
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BOOK V rcmnined, for the year 1780-81 Money for the disj 
^ charj^e of this ’remaining debt^Trns also demanded of 
1782 the Princess **Shededared with apparent truth ” 
soys the Resident "that she Imd deUvered up the 
B hole of the property m her liands excepting goods 
which from the experience ” be odds " of the small 
produce of the sale of a former imymcnt made by her 
in that mode, I refused os likely to amount, in my 
opinion, to little or noUung” I^Ioney however, was 
nb«)lutcl} required and new seventies were em 
])lo)cd To the officer guarding the eunuchs, the 
following letter was addressed by the Resident, dated 
the eOth of January, 1782 " Sir, when this note is 

delivered to you, I have to desire, that you order the 
two pnsoners to be put in irons, keeping them from 
all food Arc. agreeable to my instructions of yester- 
day (Signed) Nath hfiddleton ” 

Tlic mlTcnngs to which they were thus exposed 
drew fnim the eunuchs the ofler of on engagement 
for the pn}Tncnt of the demanded sum, whicli they 
undertook to complete, within the penod of one 
month from their own credit and effects The cn 
gngement was taken, but the confinement of the 
eunuchs was not relaxed the mother and grand 
mother of the Nalwh remained under a guard and 
the Resident ^^ls commanded, bv bir Hostings, to 
make wltli them no settlement whatKxncr In Uic 
mean time the payment, u|Km the l>ond extorted 
from the eunuchs was begun the Begums dehvered 
whnt tlicr dcclnrcd was the last remaining |Kirtion of 
their effects, including down to Ihcir table utensils 
and tlic Resident him'^lf rcportcil ** Hint no proof Imd 
5 it hot n obtained of their having more" Before the 
2Jil of Pclinmn 1782, upwanls of 500 000/ Imd 
l>ccn rect i\etl by the Resident for the uve of tlic Com 
jiaiii nnil tlien n.main«l on the extorted Iiond a 
balance , according to the eunuchs of 25,000/ and 
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applied to the Begums. 

of no more than 50,000/. nccouling to the Resident. noOK v. 
The prisoners entreated for tlieir release ; declaim^ 
their inability to piornie any further sums of money i 7 { 32 , 
■while (hc)' lemaincd in confinement ; but expressing 
a confident hope of being able to raise the balance 
required, if they woie allowed to go abroad among 
their friends, and solicit their assistance. So far from 
any relaxation of their sufferings, higher incasuics of 
seventy •were enjoined. ,,On the 3 8th of hlay, after 
they had lam tw'o months in irons, the officci ho 
commanded the giuiid underwhich they w ere confined, 

■wrote to the Resident in the foUowdng w'ords , “ The 
pnsoners Behar Ah Khan, and .Tew^ar Ali Khan, wdio 
seem to be very sickly, have lequested their irons 
might be taken off for a few days, that they might 
take medicine, and walk about the garden of the 
place where they are confined. Now, as I am sure that 
they ■wall be equally secure ■wo* thout then’ irons as wnth 
them, I think it my duty to inform you of this re- 
quest. I desire to know youi pleasuie concerning it ” 

Tlie natuie of the ordeis under ■which the Resident 
acted, rendered it necessary for him to lefuse the 
smallest mitigation of their torture. Nay, ■within a 
few days, that is, on the 1st of June, other tenors 
were held up to' them They were threatened to be 
removed to Lucknow, where, unless they performed 
without delay what they averred themselves unable 
to perform, they would not only be subjected to still 
severer coercion, but called upon to atone for other 
crimes. As these crimes were not specified, the 
threat was well calculated to act upon their fears. 

It involved the prospect of unbounded punishment ; 
any infliction, in short, for which persons with ar- 
bitrary power in their hands could find or feign a 
pretence. Several expedients were offered both by 
the pnsoners and the Begums, who were alarmed at 
the prospect pf ^ losing by removal their confidential 
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BOOKV servants These expedients were not treated as ob^ 
Ckap b. jectionablc, on any other score except that of time 
J 7 S 2 They were rejected The prisoners were remoyed 
to Lucknoiv, and cruelties inflicted upon them, of 
whicli the uatorc is not disdosed, but of which the 
foUomng letter, addressed by the assistant resident 
to the commanding officer of the English guard, is 
a disgraceful proof * Sir, the Nabob haWng dc 
terrmned to inflict corpornl punishment, upon the 
prisoners under your guard this is to desire that hfs 
officers, when they shall come, may have free access 
to the prisoners, and be permitted to do with them 
os they shall see proper** 

All the measures, however, of seventy wlucli could 
be densed, proved una\ ailing though the women of 
the Zenana n ere at vanous times deprived of food 
till they were on the point of pcnshing for n ant 
The rigours went on increasing till tlic montli of 
December nhen the Resident, connneed boUi by 
Jus own experience and the representation of tlic 
officer commanding the guard by v, hich the pnnccs«cs 
were cocrccd that cicrj thing nlnch force could 
nccoinpUsh i\ns already performed, and that if nny 
hope remained of further payments it was bj Itiucnt 
methods alone thc> could be obtained removed of his 
own outhonl} the guard from the palaces of the Be* 
gum% and set nt liberty their ministers. As endea 
\ours had Ixxn u cd to make tlic sc\ critics appear 
the net uf tlic iSaliob «o the Resident strove to make 
the favour npjicar Uic bount) of the man bj whom 
the Ijighdi ceptre >\ns si\nic<I declaring to the 
Begum tint It uas thcro\cnior General from nhom 
the nhef had liccii dtnietl and that he ‘ unsthc 
spniig from u hence Ihcj ucro restored to thtir dig 
nitv and con cqiitnci ** flu letter In uhlcli the 
coniniandiM„ offierr rcportctl tliL execution of the 
order i f release, exhibits ulnt no otiicr wonli can 
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Pi csenf froin the Nabob. 

express have to acknowledge the receipt of BOOK v. 

your letter of the 2d instant ; and, in consequence, 
immediately enlarged the prisoners, Behar iVli Khan, 1782. 
and Jewar Ali Khan, from their confinement, a cii- 
cumstance that gave the Begums, and the city of 
Fyzabad, in general, the greatest satisfaction. In 
tears of joy, Behar, and .lev ar Ali Klian, expressed 
tlieir sincere acknowledgments to the Governor- 
General, Ins Excellency the Nabob Vizir, and to you, 

Sir, for restoiing them to that invaluable blessing, 
hberty ; for wdiich tliey would ever retain the most 
gratefiil remembrance , and at their request I 
transmit you tlie enclosed letters. I msh you had 
been present at the enlaigement of the pnsoners. 

The quivciing bps, wuth the tears of joy ’ stealing 
doym tlie pooi men’s clieeks, wms a scene truly aflcct- , 
ing. If the prayers of these poor men will avail, 
you will at the last trump be translated to the hap- 
piest legions in heaven ” ^ 

Of the transactions of Mr Hastings with the 
Nabob at Chunar, anothei featuie still lemains A 
present was offered; a present of a sum of ho less 
than ten lacs, or 100,000/ sterling ; and notwith- 
standing the Company’s laws against presents, not- 
withstanding the acknowledged distress of the Nabob, 
and his inability to pay the debt wdiicli he owed to 

t 

the Company, it was accepted The Nabob v/as 
totally unpiovided with the money , the gift could be 
tendered only m bills, which were drawn upon one of 
the great bankers of the country As the intention 
pf concealing the transaction should not be imputed 
to Ml. Hastings, unless as far as evidence appears,^ 

^ Letter to the Resident, dated Ryzabad, 5th of December, 1782 
See Tenth Report, ut supra, and Minutes of Eiadence, ut supra, p 848, 

725 , Appendix to 2d Art of Charge, p 78, 97, 43, 172 

® The removal just before of the Companj’s agent Mr Bristow, and 
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Suspiaous Quarrel utfh J^fiddleton 

50 ID this case the disdosnre cannot be impnted to 
him as virtue, since no prudent man would have 
risked the. chance of discovery which the pubhaty of 
a banker’s transactions implied I^Ir Hastings m 
formed the Directors of what he had recei\ ed, m hi« 
lettc^ dated the 20th of January, 1782 and m very 
plam terms requested their permission, ns a reward 
for his scmces, to moke the money his own * 

In the b^inmng of 1782, when little or no pro- 
gress had been made in realizing the sums of money 
^hich tha Governor General expected from his ar- 
rangements with the Nabob he began to express, m 
a strain of unusual seventy, bis disapprobation of tho 
Resident, Mr hLddIcton either really dissatisfied 
with him under the failure of his cflbrts or, by a 
concerted plan, antiapating the commands of the 
Directors for the restoration of Bnstow, and removing 
the confidential agent, now when the confidential 
transactions ncre closed that the restoration of 
Bnstow might carry the appearance of hu omi act, 
and receive its completion before the commands of 
the Directors should amve * Mnmfcstmg extreme 


tie tppotatment r>f a pnrate of hu ows, oojbt omUntlj to b* 

tiratm) u A (roond of taypiaon bccas^o U U euoU/ wbat • n&n vitb 
nporioQt ialrfiOnai weak] Ea « p^rfensH 

• Lhut ofihfl OcreTBoi^-Cwer*! nq>ort,Btiapr»,Apj*«i 

da C No 1 NV hj b* iboqJd vnvbrd (or hn rr*ard mt of ihn, 
ntber than anr otb«r portioa of tb« Coespaoj • mnttj it £nt itriVn 
Um nod •« obirurr Dot ■ vety appropnat* mxn taa; b« tap peted 
Pr**B fnKD any of tK« Loowo •oorm of ll« Company • rttnoo lit* 
taoeoy tDcnt Lareappoarrd lo the r aocoosU and coold MX L* p m lo 
Uw Ctnenjof Orocral w iboot ibo ernjoiit of tbo Company at Uryo 
TL« titeni of d>« Dirraora obtamod, ibo (;iA eflba Nabob hart 

art«afpra«d bi any accuuu v^vxs^nK of lb« Company at lar|;abt’i# 
bmi MO bt and lb* donadoo appfopnatrd by ibo Oorrmor^Ocwfal 

tht kDor»U«l^ of tba public. 

* TLa (tXBpUmu a-a.Mt bltdJUtm art tipo««d (o U • laifdooo of 
lmj%omiy 1 by tbnr annawnaUcoers * by tba conlormhy of tbc 
artjfca to tbe <l.araeur of Mr llatUnp 5 Ly Itl peat utility tnriba 
btervtU of Ui rtpotatirr'i at «rtQa« of bn pnda aod coev^aracc 4 by 
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ciTixiety for the acquisition of the money, on account book v. 
of which he had ventuied on disreputable ground, ^ 
the agreement,” he said, “ which I concluded with 1782 . 
tlie Vizir has yet served only to gratify levenge, or 
some concealed interest, and to make me odious to 
my own countiymen.”^ Tlie resident had at first 
suggested his doubts, wliether the force whicli he 
could employ in the resumption of the jagliires would 
be sufficient to overcome the Opposition which he an- 
ticipated. “ I judged it improper,” says the Govemoi- 
General, to expose a ser\dce of such impoitance, 
either to the hazard of a defeat, or the chance of A 
delay, and therefore immediately issued oiders for 
the march of Colonel Sir John Gumming, with lus 
entire detachment, for the performance ofit.”^ The 
resident hastened to 'communicate his opinion, that 
the Nabob would be alarmed and disgusted 'ht 'the 
march of this force into his dominions , that the pay- 
ment of the detachment would be a bieaclf of the 
immediate treaty, equNalent to an ordei for imposing 
upon him anew the expense of the temporary bri- 
gade , that a part of the Nabob’s troops were equal 


the continued and very extraordinary subservience of Middleton, after- 
wards, to the views of Hastings, notwithstanding the serious injury which 
he now sustained at his hands 

' Letter to Middleton, dated Benares, 1st of January, 1782 Ex- 
tracts from Papers (in No 1, \ol' i ) presented to the House of Com- 
mons, 13th of March, 1786, p 52 The Governor-General, showing a 
keen sensibility to the imputations on his character to which the trans- 
actions in Oude exposed him, (*' I muSt desire,’' said he, “ that your 
letters, upon all offiaal and public subjects, may be oflScial , I cannot 
receive any ns private, and my reputation and character have been too 
far committed to admit of an intercourse which 1 ^cannot use as autho- 
rity”) seemed to think that the success of the measure, the money m 
hand, mould sanctify the means The rule, he well knew, too generally 
holds 

= Letter from the Governor-General to the Council, dated 23d of 
January', 1782, Tenth Report, Appendix, No 6 ^ 
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BOOK \ to the scmcc ^ and that a fortnight would suffice for 

Ca^r s. accomphshment. Under these representations 
1782 the Govemop-Geneml ventured not to continue the 
march of the detadiment but he declared to the 
resident, that the contradictions m his statements 
covered them with douhU , and, if the resident could 
not assure him of his perfect competence to the scr 
vice, that he would himself suspend his jonmey to the 
Presidency, and repair to Lucknon for thtioccom 
phahment of the business in person Tlic resident 
declared his competence and the Gorcmor-Gencml 
departed from Benares on his wav to Calcutta on the 
7th of January He departed, however “ alter 
much hesitation, and I will confess," says he ** with 
some reluctance I dread the imbccihty and irrcsolu 
tion which too much prevail in the Nabob a counals 
and must inducucc In some degree both the conduct 
of the resident and the minister and I consider the 
impending measure of too much consequence to he 
exposed to the nsk of a diappomtmcnt." The resi- 
dent had stated, that the Governor General had not 
by him been understood as intending the reformation, 
tins year, of the Nabob t military cstabhahmont, or ns 
expecting a present supply to the Company s trcasvry 
“ Tlicsc” says the Governor General, in hia letter of 
3d January, " ore fresh instances of v-hat I lm\c hod 
too frequent cause to complain oC your total Inallen 
lion to m) in tructions ” He then repeats to the re 
sidcnl the jmssage in Ids instructions, in whicli lie 
told lum that ' to enable the Nabob to discharge 
his debt to the Compin} in the shortest time pov. 
nble was tlic clucf object of hU negotiation " that 
the jaglures should lie appropriated to that pur 
pose and that the reform of the troops should 
take place unmcdinlcly after the settlement of llie 
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sum to be allowed for the personal and domestic ex- BOOK v, 
penses of the Nabob ^ But these expressions are 
vague, and necessarily express no moie than a very 1782. 
e^er desire for dispatch', and the resident, for aught 
that appears in the words, might be well justified in 
the conclusion whicli the Gnvemor-Gieneral thought 
proper to condemn. 

Mr. Middleton continued the exertions, and prac- 
tised all the severities, which have already been de- 
sciibed, for extorting the money which the Governor- 
General demanded. Yet he was formally accused 
by the Governor-General on the 23d of September, 
and pronounced guilty of remissness in his duty ; when 
Mr. Bristow was appointed to fill the oflSce from 
which,' before the recent transactions, he had just 
been removed In the mean time, that is, on the 
6th of May preceding, Maj'or Palmer had been sent 
to Oude, as the private agent of Mr. Hastings , and 
various new demands were Urged upon the dependant 
Prince. The current annual claims varied from 
seventy to ISO lacs per annum, previous to the time 
of hliddleton’s ' appointment in 1781. The receipts 
of the resident, in discharge of these claims, varied 
from sixty to eighty lacs per^ annum, whence the 
balance of debt perpetually increased 'At the time 
of concluding the treaty between the Nabob and 
Hastings at Chunar, that balance appeared to stand 
at forty-four lacs. The resident, instead of 80,00,000, 
which before was the maximum of the annual pay- 
ments, realized 1,46,00,000. By demands, however, 
urged by Major Palmer to the amount of eighty-two 
lacs, and claims of unknown balances, which appeared 
on adjustmg the books of the Presidency, thre sums. 


' Extracts from Papers, at supra, p 52,^53 , Tenth Report, ut supra, 
Appendix, No 6 
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BOOK \ of which payment in that year was required of the 
^ Nabob e'^ceeded considembly two crores and a half 
1782 that u, were at least equal to twice the annual 
rev enue of the whole country ' In vindicating him 
self from Uie charge of rcmissness, in seizing the 
treasures of the Begums, Mr Middleton shows that 
not only had he been successful in regard to the ulU 
mate acquisition but tliat no unnecessary time had 
intervened, and that no instrument of coercion ex 
cept the disgraceful one of violating the apartments 
aud the persons of the Pnncesses had been left un 
employed The Nabob ** he says, “ was son to th^ 
Begum wc were to proceed against A son against n 
mother must at least save appearances Circum 
stances sufEaently marked tlic English as the prin 
apol movers in the business Tlie fa\ ouroblc occasion 
was not mi:»sod to persuade the Nabob that no instl 
gated liim to dishonour his familv for our benefit I 
had no assistance to expect from the Nabob s minis- 
ters, who could not openly move in the business In 
the East it is ncll I nown tlmt no man, cither by 
himself or his troops, can enter the nails of a Ze- 
nana — scaredy in the case of acting against on open 
cnem} — much less an ally — a son n^nst lus own 
mother TJic outward walls, and the Bc^m s agents, 
were nil thnt were liable to immediate nttack They 
were dealt with— and successfully, the ment 
proved 

The reply which is made hy tlw Governor General 
to thiH ilefencc is rcmnrkablu As usual nith the 

** Tte I » ort uTenre ** (wTi 3lr MMUtcloo, Dtf oe# to ih* 
rKJTTn>or4lfTirr4l J %imti firm In No I »uJ U 

pmr&iM tn it-* Iloo^ i»f CmBcw i 13 b Mtrdi, 1TM p f ) ^ In m/ 
r rictnlrd ■ m*T* a bilf Urt prtieftU/ fell trfj 
•* n t f ibat »n*n.* Tb* (1 ib lafl il^ dmiawlt wLkL »»ff* 

• I 1 f I < I n ■-lul, I aid rroit inniio'ii (rf c- II J 
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Governor-General, it is mysterious and equivocal. 
But if any thing can be gathered jh’om it. they dre' 
the two following things . that he did ihtend that 
Mr Middleton should have violated the Zenana , and 
that, not having acted in that manner, Mr. Middle- 
ton, his own chosen and confidential agent, might, 
both by himself and by others, be suspected of having 
betrayed his duty for bribes I was pointed,” says 
the Governor-Genei al, “in my orders to Mr Middle- 
ton, that he should not allow any negotiation or for- 
bearance, when he had once employed the Com- 
pany’s influence or power in asserting the Nabob’s 
claims on the Begums. My principal, if not sole m- 
ducement, for this order, which, with the instruc- 
tions following it, was as absolute as it could be ex- 
pressed, was — to prevent the imputation which is too 
frequently, mth whatever colour of reason, cast on 
transactions of this nature, begun with demands of 
sums of money to an enormous amount, "supported 
with a great military parade and denunciations of 
vengeance for a refusal, and all relenting into the 
acceptance of personal submission and promise of 
amendment In plainer words, I did not choose to be 
made the instrument of private rapacity, if any such 
design existed , nor to expose myself to the obloquy 
of it, if sucli a design did not exist.” ^ The Gover- 
nor-General, however, no where said to Mr Middle- 
ton, you shall enter the Zenana itself, if respect for 
it prove any obstruction to your designs. And it 
would have been equally easy for him to have con- 
demned the resident had he understood his orders m 
that invidious sense, as it was, according to the sense 
^ in which he did undei stand thpm. If the resident 
had been guilty of the violation, and a' storm of 

1 Governor-General's Minute on Mr BlidiUeton’s Defence, Slst Oc- 
tober, 1783 Ibid p 14 
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pooK V odium had umen, the political cobduct of the Goret- 

Ciur eu por^OcTieral lays eiiffiaent ground for the presump- 
1782, ^0° he would not have scrupled to form for him 
self o screen out of his own ambiguity 

Upon the intclhgence received of the recall of ilr 
Bnstow, and-tbe appointment of hlr hliddleton to the 
office of resident with the Vinr, previous to the memo- 
roblejoumey to Benares, the Cohrt of Directors wrote 
to the Govomor-Gcneraland Counal,in the following 
terms — ‘ Equally extraordmary, and unwarrant 
able, have been your proceedings respecting IVIr John 
Bnstow He was appointed resident nt Oude m 
December, 1774 In December, 1776, he was re 
called without the shadow of a charge being exhibit 
cd against him By our letter of the 4th of July, 
1777, wc signified our disapprobation of the proceed 
ings against Mr Bnstow, and directed that he 
should be restored to hts stotion which ducclion wo 
confirmed by our subsequent letter of the 23d of 
December, 1778 Mr Bnstow amvod in India m 
February 1780 and In October of the same year, li 
was resolved liy your Board, that IMr Bnstow should 
return to Oude hut that his appointment should bo 
limited solely to the conduct of pohticnl negotiations, 
hlr hliddicton being at the same time nominated to 
settle pecuniary matters wnth the Vmr On tho 
21«t Mar 1781, upon receiving n letter from the 
Virar expresdng his desire that Mr Bnston diould 
be removed fVom htf court, he was ogam recalled 
But without entenng into the consideration of this 
matter and in order to vindicate and uphold our own 
ftulhont), wc do Iicrcby posithclv direct that Mr 
Bmlow do forthwith proceed to Oude in the station 
of our PTMdeat there lou ore likewise to obserrr, 
that wc shall not sufTcr any other person to proceed 
to Oude, for the munagcmcnt of the finance one 
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person being", in our opinion, sufficient to transact cook v 
our business tliei e as principal in both those depart- ^ 
nients,” ^ 1 782 . 

Along wnlh the reprobation of the recall, and com- 
mand for the restoration of Mr. Bristow, a similar 
reprobation and command amved from the Court of 
Directors respecting IMr. Fowkc, as resident at Be- 
'nares The Governor-General, claiming a latitude 
in disobeying the orders of the Company, when those 
orders were “ destnictivc to their own affairs,” and 
alleging that tlie diminution pf authority of the Go-r 
vernor-General in displa3dng to the eyes of India 
the defeat of his intentions even with respect to liis 
own agents, was a cause of that destruction ; in- 
sinuating also, beside these general, some particlilar 
objections, of which he spoke in the following mys- 
terious terms, “ i\Iy present objection to his appomt- 
ment I dare not put upon record, the IMembers of 
the Boai d individually know it opposed obedience 
to the Company’s injunctions. The other Members, 
however, of the Board, consisting of IMr, Stables, 

IMr. IMacpherson, Mr. AVheler, and Sir Eyre Coote, 
were of a different opinion ; they declared that, where 
the commands of the Directors were precise and 
pefemptoiy, they conceived themselves to have no 
latitude of choice ; and IMr. Fowke received his ap- 
pointment The ariangement which the Gnvemor- 
Gnneral had made for the management of the affairs 
of Benares had, as usual, disappointed his pecuniary 
expectations ; and his dread of .blame on the score of 
the transactions, to which his journey to that district 
had given birth, seems upon this head to have ren- 
dered his irascibdity peculiarly keen. The storm 
of his indignation fell upon the person into whose 

1 Company’s General Letter to Bengal, S8th August, 1782 , Tentli 
Report, ut supra, App No. 8. 
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Trtalment of Fj/zoolla KJujn 

BOOK V bands the collection of the revenue had fallen, the 
° father of the newly made Rajah “ I feel myself" 
1782 said Hastings, “ and may be allowed on such an 
occasion to acknowledge it, personally hurt at the 
ingratitude of this man, and at the discredit which 
his ill conduct has thrown upon mj appomtment of 
him He has deceived me he has offended against 
the government nhich I then represented." The 
“ personal hurts" of the Governor General seem but 
too frequently to have prompted the measures of lus 
ndnumstration If he was “ personally hurt,” he 
was ill qualified to assume the function of a judge. 
The Naib had foiled in raising all the money which 
hod been imposed os tribute upon the province Had 
thq tnhutc not been os it was, too large, dismission 
from lus office might ap|)car to be a suffinent vun 
tation for his offence He was also dcpn\cd of lus 
lands thrown into pruon, and Ihrcatcncd with death, 
by the sole authority of Mr Hastings who did not 
■* 80 much os communicate the measures to his Coimal 

till after tlicj ncrc passed nhilc the Noib in vnm 
represented that the tribute exceeded the means of 
tlie country that the ordinary reedpts had been 
diminished bj a drought and that, IVom a severe 
illne^ he had, dunng two months been incapable 
of attending to tlic painful and laborious duties of his 
office * 

Among the articles in the treaty, formed by the 
Governor General ■mth the Virir at Cliunor one re- 
lated to the NniKib rnoolla Khan This was (lie 
dilcf who siimvcd the nun of the Rolillla nation in 
1774 and who having occupied a strong |K«t on 
tlie hilb conduded a treaty under the sanction and 
guarantee of the Fngliih govimnicnt, bv which he 


• ^ iSf Mraalei ef r»*4rijc« opon tb* CWjr 
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Treatment of F^zooIIa Khan 

received in jaghiio the couiitiy of Rainpoie and some BOOK v, 
other districts of Rohilcund, estimated at a levcnue ^ 
of fifteen lacs of rupees “ From tlie month of Oc- 17 82. 
toher, 1774, to tlic latter end of February, 1778,” 
says Uie Goveinoi-Geneial, ‘Mve had no reference 
made to us rclati\ e to Fyzoolla Khan , but on the 
2oth of Fehiuary, 1778, wercceued a letter from 
jMi IMiddleton, in liicli he informed us, that reports 
had pievailed at Luckno\v, that Fyzoolla Khan re- 
tained in his seivice a gi eater body of troops than 
were specified in tlie treaty of 1774, and that he had 
given protection and encouragement to Zabita Khan’s 
defeated army I\Ir IMiddleton, in the same letter, 
told us, that he did not pay much attention to these 
repoits; but added — that the Nabob’s oppressive and 
unjust conduct, in vaiious instances, might induce 
Fyzoolla Khan to foim connexions, and to engage in 
schemes, incompatible ith his duty and allegiance 
to the Vizir.” 

The treaty which had been formed hetween Fy- 
zoolla Khan and the Vizm, in 1774, commonly 
known by the name of tlie treaty of Lai Dang, had 
been signed by the English Commandei-in-Chief, in 
the name of his nation, as both a party to the tians- 
action, and guarantee of the engagement Dis- 
trusting the faith of the Nabob, and alarmed by the 
preceding imputations, which he justly regarded as 
proofs that the wish was formed to dispossess him of 
his country, Fyzoolla Khan endeavoured to assuie 
himself more completely of the protection of the 
English , and, as if the signature of the commanding 
officer was not sufficiently binding, made earnest 
application to have the treaty ratified by the Gover- 
noi -General and Council* “ Upon this subject,” 
says Mr Hastings, “ I had frequent applications from 
him. But the guarantee appeared to me unnecessary. 


412 Trtatmmt ofJFt/^soolla Khan 

BOOK A dared upon record that ‘The Nabob rvzooUa Khan 
^ hod exTided the performance of his part of the treaty 
1782 between the late Nal)ob Sojoli ul Dowla and him, to 
wludi the Honourable Companj were guarantees, 
and upon which he was lately summoned to fumwh 
the stipulated numlxrr of troops, which bo is obliged 
to furnish on the condition Iiy which he holds the 
jaghirc granted to him ” 

In defence of this procedare hir Hastings states, 
that the Company was environed difficulties 
the burden of the I^Tohmtta war, the alarming pro- 
gress of Hyder AU in Carnatic Ihc march of the 
Eerar army into Cuttach, and tlic prospect of an 
armament from France Tliat Sir Eyre Coote before 
departing for Madras, recommended nppbcation to 
Chc>tc Sing for a l)od) of liorsc to cover the province 
of Jlnhar a battalion of sepoys 1000 of the Vmrs 
infantrv and os many of Tyroolla Khans troops os 
could bo jiTOCurod for the dctcncc of Rohllcund 
That the Bnlish officer nho commanded in tliat dis- 
trict complained h) letter, of having with him only 
500 of that clndtains horse, though, ** in his agree 
ment with government he was obliged to keep up 
5000 troops for assisting in the defence of Rohil 
cund " That in the hurry of business, lie and the 
other Members of the Board were deceived hj this 
letter into the belief tliat 5000 was the quota defined 
and that horse tliough not expressed m the treaty, 
rva« undoiihtcdl^ understood* 

A deception of such a kind, in matters of such 
importance is n5l the most honourable sort of npo- 
log/ even where Jt holds ’ The demand, however, 

• t Drf'Wi* w» ih Cliai 7 mpret rj; 1 jrtxiUa Kbin 

* T>«- \ mi liiew ih» imnt of jb** Ltliff { u>d Ut Ufler wit 
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tlie oppression of Fyzoqlla Khan had Ijeen founded ; book v. 
That lie had given encouragement to the desertion of ^ 
the ryots of the Vizir, and that he liad a greater 1782 , 
number of tioops than 5000. The numbers of the 
Rohilla people in his country exceeded that amount ; 
but Rohillasr, in other than mihtaiy employments, 
were not by the tieaty forliidden At any rate, the 
Major adds, it does not ajipear that their number 
IS formidable, or that FyzooUa Khan could by any 
means subsist such numbers as could cause any se- 
rious alarm to the Vizir ; neitlier is there any ap- 
pearance of their entertaining any views beyond the 
quiet possession of the advantages which they at 
present enjoy.” 

It was an object with the Governor-General and 
Council, to convince the Couit of Directors that the 
bargain they had made -s^ath Fyzoolla Khan was a 
good one, and the money obtained, an ample compen- 
sation for the alienated right. They now, therefore, 
distinctly understood and afBi’ined, that Fyzoolla 
Khan was bound hot to exceed the number of 5000 
troops, in horse and foot, and to send to the service'of 
the Vizir only two or three thousand men ; which, 
to the Vizir they said, was “ a precarious and un- 
serviceable nght ; ” that ‘‘ the rumours which |iad 
been spread of the hostile designs of Fyzoolla Khart, 
against the Vizir, weie' totally' groundless , and if he 
had been inchned, that he had not the means to make 
himself formidable.” ^ These expressions aie to be 
contrasted with those made use of, on the 1st of 

t ' 

1 Secret Letter from Bengal, dated > 6th April, 1783, Extracts fiom 
Papers, (in No 2, vol 1 ) presented to the House of Commons, ut supra, 
p 44 In the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 10th March, 1783, the Go- 
vernor-General and Council also say, “ This ” (the fifteen lacs) “ js a val ua ble' 
compensatiori for expunging an article of a treaty which was of such a 
tenor, and so loosely worded, that the Vizir could never 'ha\e denved 
any real advantage from it The money will of course be received by 
the Company, in part hquidation of the Vizir’s debt ” ^ 
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Sequel of the Tranuictiont 

April, 1781, by the assistant resident, Johnson wlro 
iras sent for tJie purpose of making- the protest, in 
case of the refusal of 3000 horse. On the hunt for 
appearances of guilt, he found tliem at every step, 
and the very day after his nm\al, reported, that 
“ the KohiUn soldiers, m the distnct of Ramporc 
alone, ivcre not less than twenty thousand ” Witli 
great caution should men lu power receive from their 
agents reports by which their knomi wishes arc 
flattered because the proportion of observers is la 
mentabJy small, who, in such cases, will not deceive 
themselves, and without an) formed intention of men- 
dacity, yet from the very lust of pleasing the men on 
whose favour or disfavour their prosperity or ad 
Tcrsity depends, give them i reports tvhich will) de- 
ceive them It IS necessary, injustice to Air Hast 
mgs to add, that i^nth respect to the perroissioo, 
granted by the treaty of Chunnr to resume the 
joghirc of Tyroolla Rlian he afterwards fJlowcdtJmt 
Ills conduct was the proper object of blame * 

It appears that the Vmr relented at a pt^lod 
rather early m the persecution of the Begums. Be- 
fore the recall of Mr jMiddleton, he wrote to the 
Governor General several letters, on the particular 
bubjcct of the resumption of the estates and the 
confiscation of the treasures of the Pn n cesses, i and 
appears to liavc severely complained of the oppro- 
bnous part whidi he was compc-llcd to perform It 
was one of the rules of the Govcmor-Gcncrnl to sup 
press os much as jKissiblc of anj correspondence, of 
which the njjpearancc would give him |rain lliesc 
Icttirs nccordingir were not entered in tlic Coni 
I»any5 records Butwliot lit irrotc to the residcul 

• r T iW lo rjrtt»oUa %tt PatCtiw^ tiry 1 tpm ui 
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on the subject of them remains, and sho^^ s, that in BOOK v. 
his breast they excited the highest resentment. He ? 
cliose to consider tliem as not tlie lettei’s of the Vizir , 1782. 
wliom lie represents as too void of cliaracter, to ^Vrite 
any thing of himself. lie called them the letters of 
the minister, who,” says he, “ by an abuse of his in*- ' 
fluence over the Nabob — ^lie being, as he ever must 
be, in the hands of some peison, a mere cipher in his 
hands — dared to make him assume a very unbc*- 
coming tone of refusal, reproach, and resentment, ih 
opposition to measuies lecommended by me, and even 
to acts done by my authority ” 

He peisistedin ascribing guilt to the Begums, and 
said, the severities which have been exercised 
towaid them, were most justly mented, by the ad- 
vantage whidh they took of the troubles in which I 
was personally involved last year, to create a lebellion 
in the Nabob’s government,^ and to complete the 
ruin which they thought was impending on ours.” 

If it is the Nabob’s desire to forget and forgive 
their past offences, I have no objection to his allowing 
them, in pension, the nominal' amount of their 
jaghires , but if he shall evei offer to restore their 
jaghires to them, or to give them any property in 
land, after the warning' which they have, given him, 
by the dangeious abuse which they formeily made 
of his indulgence , you' must remonstrate, in the 

' ! i . ’ > * ‘ I ; ' 

• When it suited the Governor-Genertil he could nsslgn the, disturb- 
ances in Onde to very different causes' ■‘In a hlinute [Bengal Secret 
Consultations, lOtli Dec 1783 , Extracts frorti Papers (in No ^2, Vol iv ) 
firesented to tlie House’^of Commons, upon the 18th day of March, 1786, 
p 7], he sa}s, “ The Zemindars in the piovinces of Oude,, and in the 
other dominions of the Nabob, Asoph ul Dowlah, have ever been either 
in a-State of actual rebellion, or bordehng njion it^, even in ‘the'timh of 
the Nabob Sujah ul]Do\\l.ih,'they could only be.res'trained by a military 
force superjqi tp^that ^hich they could oppose to it The instigations, 
surely, ot^theBe^ums was not then wanted to account for the little^ ferment 
which'took place in Oude, upon the occasion of tlie explosion an BcndrCT. 
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I\ew Mntsifm of HaUtngi 

BOOKV animosities, , and a yery slight occasion ivould be 
CHAf 8. to effect it They iiiU instantly take fire 

1782 on sucli a declaration, proclaim tlie judgment of the 
Court in their favour, demand a reparation of the acts, 
nhich they vrill construe wrongs, ivith such a sen 
tCDce warranting that construction and cither accept 
the invitation (to reside under the protection of tlic 
Company), to the proclaimed scandal of the Nabob 
Vizir which will not add to the credit of our govern 
meat, or remain in his dominions, but nottundcr his 
authority, to add to his \czatioD 8 and the disorders 
of the country, by contmual intrigues and seditions. 
Enough already exists to affect his fpcacc and the 
qmet of his people. If we cannot heal, let us not in 
flnmc the wound* w'hich have been inffictcd He 
added, “If the Begums think themselves nggncnxl 
to sudi a degree os to justify tlicin m an app^ io n 
foreign jurisdiction to appeal to it against a man 
standing in the relation of son and grandson to them 
to appeal to the justice of those who have been the 
abettors, and instruments of their imputwl wrongs 
let us at least permit them to be the judges of Uicir 
own fcdings, and prefer tJicir cpmjilaints, before we 
offer to redress Utem , Tlicy will not need to be 
prompted I hope I shall not depart from the sim 
pllcit\ of offiaol language in 5 a}ing the I^Iiyestj of 
Justice ought to be approached with sohatntion, not 
descend to provoke or ln^^tc it, much less to debase 
Itself In the suggestion of wrongs, and the promise of 
rcdits^, with the dcnunaation of punishments, Ixjfort 
trial and even lieforc accusation" K nothing 
rcmatncil to stain the reputation ofIVIr Hastings but 
the pnnnplcs avowed in this singular pleading 
his character among the fnends of justice would 
lie Mifncienils determined 

Although the commands of the Court of Jhrcc 
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tors, respecting reparation to tlie Begums, were 
slienglhencd by a formal application from the Vizir, 
requesting” (such are tlie words of Mi. Hastings, 
intioducing the subject to the Board) tliat he 
might be permitted to lestoie, to liis gi’andmother 
and otlier relations, the jaghires which were taken 
fiom them the licgiiining of last year," the authoiity 
of the Goyemor-Gencial -was sufficient to prevent, at 
the present tunc, tlie adoption of any measure in their 
favour.’ 

Notwithstanding tlie scveiities piaclised upon tlie 
family of the A'lzir, and the usurpation of his autho- 
rity by hXi • ^Middleton, who even issued warrants 
upon his ov n authonty for the resiimjition of the 
j'aghires. Mi Middleton was dismissed for want of 
rigour in pressing the demands of the English go- 
veiTiment , and hir. Bristow was appointed, under 
the implied as well as dcclaied expectation, that he 
would supply i\hat had been lemiss in the conduct 
of his piedecessor. Nor was this all. lie was fur- 
nished with a set of instiaictions, fiom the hand of the 
Govemoi -General, bearing date the 23d of Octobei, 
1782 In these 1 instructions, in which he was parti- 
cularly referred to the injunctions which JMr. Mid- 
dleton had previously received, four objects weie pnn- 
cipaUy pointed out to his attention ;,lst, “ To hunt, 
and separate the peisonal disbursements of the Vizir 
from the public accounts 2dly, Toieform the mili- 
tary establishment, reducing the troops to one umfoim 
coips, and to the form, if possible, ifiost useful to the 
Company, that< of cavalry., controling even the ap- 
pointment of officers, nay, “ peremptorily opposing 
it,” as often as the Vizir should persist in a choice 

\ 

> See the Fotirth artide of Charge, and Mr Hastings’s Answer, with 
the Papers, printed by the House of CotEiiioris in 1786. 
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300 K V which to the Resident should Appear Cbjectiotiable , 
Chit e. Sdly, T6 control, or rather to exercise, the power of 
jyg 2 appointing Annuls and collectors in the revenue de- 
partment, it being reserved to the Naboh*^ ministers 
to appoint them, with Jhe concurrence of tlie Resident 
4thlj, To endeavour to reform the disgraceful state of 
the administration of justice 

The grand object of the English goiernment 
it'as, to obtain from the Nabob the ^lavment of 
the sums for which they had induced him to become 
bound But ^ch were the disorders of his adminis- 
tration, and such the effects of those disorders upon 
the population and produce of the country, that 
without great rcfbrms tins payment seemed imprac- 
ticable, and without the virtual assumption of the 
powers of government into better Tionds than those of 
the Vizir and lus agents, all refonn was on object of 
despair The government, occordingh had been 
conrertfed Into a government of Englishmen, in ^act 
conducted by the instrumcntahty of the AHfirnndbls 
agents, and under the forms of their autliont} Of 
this the points of instruction to ISIr IVIIddlcton, de- 
senbed above arc more than adequate proof 

In the administration of the Nabob, the prindpal 
organ went by the name of the BUnlstcr TIic per 
son raised to this office by the influence of the Co- 
vernor Gcncnd was Tlyder Beg Khan The clia- 
racter and situation 6f Ibis person, as dcscrilied hv 
hlr Hastings himself require to Iw noticed In Iiih 
instructions to l\Ir Brutow, in October 1782 Ik. 
says ” Immediately on jour arrival, sound the dis 
poMtion of Ilydcr Beg Khan IBs conduct has for 
some time past licen highlj rCjiroachable J ill 
within these three months he pnsv.*s4cd without con 
trol l)oih the unparlirfpatcd and entire administration, 
with all the jvm-ers annexed to timl govirnment 
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the Nabob being, as he ever must be in the hands of BOOK Vi 
some peison, a meie C 3 ’^})her in his.” To so great a 
degiee did Mr. Hastings lepresentthe Vizir as being 1782. 
the mere tool of the minister, that he treated the very 
letters of the Vizir, as Iiteially tlie letters of the 
minister ; and spoke of him and of them in the fol- 
lowing terms : “ He Ijas dared to use both the Na- 
bob’s name and even his seal affixed to letters, either 
dictated to tlie Nabob, or wntten fiom him without 
his knowledge ” He then pioceeded to state the 
necessity, that this man, in whose hands the Vizir was 
a tool, should be merely a tool in tlie hands of the 
English resident ; in other words, that the English 
resident should meld substantially the powers of 
g'overnment “ T cannot omit,” said he, “ to repeat 
the sentiments .which I expressed in the verbal in- 
structions which I gave you at your departure, that 
there Can be no medium in the relation between the 
resident and the minister, but eithei the resident must 
be the slave and vassal of tlie minister, or the minister 
at the absolute devotion of the resident.” He then 
desciibes him as the mere 'creatuie of the Enghsh 
government. “ He exists,’* said the ■ Governor- 
General, “ by his depeiidance on the influence of our 
government , and if he will submit to hold his oSice on 
such conditions as I icquire, I would prefer him to 
any other. At the same time, it will benecessaiy to 
declare to him, in the plainest terms, the footing and 
conditions on which he shall be permitted to letam 
his place, with tlie altei native of disUiission, and a 
scrutiny into his past conduct, if he refuses ' These 
conditions aie desenbed as follows , “ In the fiist 
place, I will not receive from the Nabob, as his, letters 
dictated by the spirit of opposition — but shall con- 
sider eveiy such attempt as the minister’s, and as an 
insult on oui government In the second place, I 


/ 
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book V shall expect that nothing is done, in his ofRaal cha- 
Coat 8 i^QtQj.^ Ijirt With your knowledge and parbapation 
17B2. at the same time the first share of the responsibiUty 
v,iW rest with } ou the other conditions will follow 
distinctly in tlicir places, because I consider you ns 
responsible for them ” .. TIic rcsponsibihty imphcs the 
power therefbre the poncr was to exist in the resi 
dent and anj opposition, so jnucli as by letter, that 
IS, by complaint, was to be considered as an insult on 
the English government. 

To the hlimster, Hydcr Beg Air Hastings him^ 
self wrote m the following terms, “ In answer to my' 
letter Bcyoli Gobind Ram received a perwanna from 
the Nawab, containing complaints and reproaches at 
my interference in his afloirs, and his unwillingness 
to receive anj agent from me. Tlicsc sentiments 
and these expressions, arc neither consonant to the 
benevolence of the Nawab s temper nor to the 
friendship which, I know, he possesses for me — l)ut 
were dictated for otlicr purposes, known to yourself 
only Tlicy arc your sentiments, and vour expres- 
sion* and not the Nowabs But rri) astonishment 
at the other parts of the pcrwunna is not to be ex 
pressed for it declares all I had said respecting the 
dtsordcred state of the Nnwnhs government to be 
entirely false Either these affirmations were dic- 
tated hr the Nawnh or wntten without his know 
ledge If llicj w ere. dictated b) the Nawali, tlicy 
were sucli as would imt adroit of n reply from me in 
an immediate address to liimsclf liccausc I must have 
told him that he was deceived, and kept In utter 
Ignorance of his own nfluirs at the ’'amc time that 
liic whole world except himself saw the condition 
Uicr were in and the cle*4niction tlmt was lianging 
over him If the letter was written in the Navvnhs 
mme hut without his knowledge wliat must have 
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been your opinion of me, that could induce you to BbpK v 
attempt so gioss a deception upon my under- ^ 
standing ^ In either case, yoiii conduct is without i782. 
excuse. Its object I plainly see. By the authoiity 
of the Nawab Vizir, you mean your own When 
you make the Nawab to complain of the usiiipation 
upon that autlioiity, and to assert Ins right to the 
uncontroled exercise of it, the plain interpretation of 
this IS, that you youi self lay claim to the usurpation 
of his authoiity, and to the uncontroled exercise 
of it And how has it been exercised^ I shall 
not lepcat particulars, having already written to you 
fully upon them — and the subject is unpleasant. But 
I must tell you that such is their notoriety, that the 
report of them is echoed to me from aU parts of Hin- 
dostan and Deccan , and the most alarming appre- 
^hensions are expressed by my agents, employed in 
the remote affairs of this government, lest they should 
attract the hostihties of othei powers ” ^ — ^Such at the 
end of October, '1782, w^ the opinion declared by 
Mr Hastings of the condition, in which the govern- 
ment of Oude was kept, in the hands of the Nabob, 
and his Minister 

In pointing out to Mi. Bnstow the establishment 
of new offices, for ' the business of the revenues, for 
leforra in the administration of justice, for the appoint- 
ment of new administrators, and the coercion ofie- 
beUious Zemindars , as part of the objects, on the 
accomplishment of which, for the refoim in the dis- 
orders of the Nabob’s government, the desires of the 
Governor-General were fixed , absolute performance 
was exacted at the hands of the resident, without any 


' Govei nor-General to Uyder Beg Khau, dated 20th Oct. 1782 
Jlinutps, ut supin, p 707 
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Conduct of HaUtngs 


BOOK V other limitation to the exercise of his power, than 
^ what the rults of prudence, and " every ostensible 
I78i and external mar^. of respect to the Nabob,” might 
recommend 

Wlien the resident had as yet been but a few 
months in office, a letter, as written by the Virir, 
dated the 28th of l\rarch, 1783, nmved, complaining, 
in the most bitter terms, of the assumption of his 
authority by 'the resident. Instead of treating it 
according to the terms of his paper of instructions, ns 
the letter " notof the \nyar, but of the Mmster, and 
ns an insult on the Englisb government," the Cover 
nor General received it witli profound respect and 
on the 21gt of Apnl presented it, mth the documents 
by which it was attended to the Counefl, ns a matter 
deserv ing their most senous ri^nrd From the delicacy 
of the relation in which on account of former oppau 
tions, he stood to Mr Boston, be professed a derfire 
to Ik guided in his sentiments, on thu occasion, by 
the senUnicnts of the Board On the 19th of hlay, 
consultation upon Uic subject took place, hen the 
reserve of Uic Governor Gcncml disappeared He 
declared, that ‘ the facts, ns stated m the Nabobs 
complaints, were usurpations of the nuthont) and 
even of the sovcrcigntj of the Nabob Virir” But, 
what v,M more singular he declared that Jus instnic 
tions to iNIr Bnston did not authorize any usurpation 
of that nuthnnty or sovereignty And ho proposed, 
even before Mr Bnslow should Ik heard In his dc 
fence that certain proceedings of liis, the objects of 
the Vizirs complaint should be imracdiatcl} revoked, 
Tlic Counal Iioncvcr rejected this proj«ut Ion and 
onl} far concurred with the Governor Concrnl os 
to fend to Mr Dnstow a copy of the |mpcrs and re 
quire Iii*» defence Tlic tone of Uic Governor Tc 



toxuard Mi . Bi istoxv. 


429 


Chap. 8 


1782. 


neral, upon this, rose very high “ The Governor- book y 
General,” such were the terms , of his minute, 
desires it to he recorded, that he protests against 
the resolution of the Board, and will assign his reasons 
at lai’ge hereafter ” What follows is still more re- 
markable. As if he had penned the instructions by 
his sole authoiity, and as if upon that authonty alone 
their vahdity rested, he declared them no longer of 
any force. The Minute goes on ; “ Ke (the Gover- 
nor-Gleneial) also desires, that as tlie instructions 
given by him to Mr. Bristow have no longei any force, 
and as he solemnly disavows their authonty, under 
any construction, for Mr. Bristow to exercise any 
controul over the Nabob Vizir, or participation m the 
sovereignty of the Vizir’s dominions, the Board will 
be pleased to cause such new instructions to be di awn 
out, and transmitted to Mi. Bristow, as they shall 
think proper.” If the whole extent is admitted of the 
exaggeratmg language of Mr Hastings and the 
Nabob, which nevertheless so far exceeded the facts', 

±he whole of lus paper of instructions not only autho- 
rized but commanded a complete contiol over the 
Nabob Vizii’, and not a participation only m the 
sovereignty, but ' the substantial exeicise of the 
whole ^ 

On the 24th of July, 'Mr Hastings complamed to 
the Board, that Mr Bristoiv had been guilty of dis- 
respect to the Board, in not transmitting his defence*: 
and on this occasion could not forbear alluding to 
an offence, which he appears nevei to have sur- 


- 1 It IS memorable, that there is actually in his paper of Instructions, 
the following passage “ From the nature of our connexion with the 
government of Oude — from the Nabob’s incapacity — and the necessity 
which will for ever exist, (while we have the claim of a subsidy upon the 
resources of his country,) of exercismg an influence, and frequently sub- 
stituting It entire!} m the place of ^n avowed and constitutional autho- 
rity in the administration of his government,” See 



4 “52 Artifice of Mr Hatlingi 

jiooK V proceeded, ho said from Hyder Beg BJtnn Ho 
° added “ It mpy not, however, be amiss to talk witli 
)782 the minister on this subject to let him know, that 
It 18 well understood to be a demand for substituting 
lus Qiithonty in tiie place of the Compan) s and to 
invest him sntli the sovereignty of the Vinr s domit 
nions ” Tliese words are pregnant with moaning in 
the first place they declare, that the nutIionty,cxCTCiSod 
by theCompanv embraced the sovereignty of tlieVinr s 
dominions though, for the sake of cnminating Blr 
Bnstow, he could erect every mterference in that 
sovereignty into an act of gudt and secondly they 
deciarc, tlmt to wnthdmw the English residency from 
Oude, was to deliver over the Alnr and his sbie 
reignty into the hands of Ilyder Beg whose chnrac 
ter ho painted in the blackest colours Yet, at the 
very moment, when he was proposing to ofler up 
this sacnfice of the ABnr and his sovereignty to the 
cupidity and tininni of Hyder Beg Khan he was 
not restrained from llic glaring hypocrisy of espress- 
ing n deep concern for the indignity whicli he pre- 
tended the 1 inr Imd sustained by the part which 
the EngUsh resident had acted, in endeavounng to 
reform his government, and check the mabersalions 
of the minister by w horn he was oppressed 

At the verj time, however ofpcnmng his instnic 
tions Mr Hastings stated that he liad an Indination 
to tlie present measure. “ I confess ” says he “ that 
1 did myself give encouragement to this proposition 
knowing at the same time the quarter from which it 
came, 1 mean from Hyder Beg Khan Init willing 
to exonerate this govemment ftom the trouble and 
responsibility, and the Company from the disgrace, 
of whatever might attend the mluiinlstmtion of the 
Balioba goicmlncnt, I thought too that It pre- 
sented 0 sure prospect of the regular payment of the 
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!t/iC Eiighsh Residency wilhdioivn frd)n Oiidc 

CUiTcnt demands, by the penalty, which would attend BOOK V. 
the failiiie, in tlie resumption of the former system ^ 
of assignments, and in the personal claims, which it i783. 
would lay on the minister. But liis misconduct has 
since manifested itself in so many particular instances , 

— besides tlie univeisal disorder of the country, and 
this IS so alarming in its effects to our government, 
that I shall hesitate, until I have the surest and most 
satisfactory grounds, to recommend an acquiescence 
in such a measure ” What change there wasun the 
giounds, except foi tlie worse, in the few months 
between the time when this was mitten, and the date 
of his motion, does not appear. Another point is also 
remarkable In the conversation which tlie Gover-^ 
nor-General recommended to the resident to hold 
witli the minister on this subject, he desired him to 
ask, provided the soveieignty of the Vizii'’s dominions 
according, to the terms of his proposition were trans- 
ferred to him, “ Whether, iii the event of his involv- 
ing our government m a new scene of hostilities, by 
those which his nial-admimstration may produce, 
whether intemall)’-, or by invasion in that country, he 
shah, tlnnk himself in justice exempt fi’om the per^ 
sonal vengeance which we may be disposed^ to exact 
from him ” , < 

In the first letter of complaint, which was received 
fi’om the Vizir against IMr Bnstow, the proposition ' 
for the removal of the residency, and the appomtment 
of Hyder Beg Khan to the entire management of 
the country, was renewed; and Mr Stables, in 
his Minute in Council on the- 19th of May, 1783, 
declares, that this was the “ great object which the 
mmister, and” (the cyphei in liis hands) his mas- 
ter, had in view, in preferring their complaints 
against the resident.” J\Ir* Stables added, « In jus- 
VOL. IV. 2 S' 





The CompJaiats of the T^abob 


BOOK.V ticc and candour to the Nawab Vuor and his minis- 
CH*r fl. L think the Board ought exphatly to dedorc, 
1703 that they cannot, on any account, comply with the 
Vinr 8 request, to grant him discretional powers orcr 
his country, while sneh heavy debts remain due to 
the Company” In the debate, too, in Council, of 
the Olst of July, after the proposition was formally 
moved by the Governor General, it met with the op- 
position of all the other Members of the Board Tlie 
tone of the Ghivernor General, however, after the 
opposition had lasted for a bttle time grew so high, 
as to mtimidate Ins colleagues threatening them 
with the mconvenlences -of a divided administration 
and the loss of hia authonty m the difficulties whidi 
attended the government of Oude They were, there- 
fore induced to offer on the Slst of December to 
acquiesce in his "proposal, provided he would take 
the whole responablhty of the measure 'ypon him 
self This, however, was a load which the Gover- 
nor-General declined. It was afterwards explained 
that rcsponsibihty with lus fortune, or a pecuniary 
rcsponsfljihty, was not understood. Rcsponsibihty, 
thus Lmitcd, whidi in fact, was no responsibUitj at 
nil, Icaimg nothing to bo affected but his reputation 
which it iras impc^sihle io exempt he had no ot^cc* 
tion to undergo. On the 31*1 of December It uns 
determined that the residency should be wiUidrami 
on receiving the eccunty of creditable hankers for tlic 
balance whidi the Nabob owed to llie Compan}, 
and for the accruing demands of the current }cnr 
Many grounds of snspiaon arc laid in this tnmsac 
Uon 1 rom one rcmarkTiblc fact, they derive the 
greatest corroboration There Is great reason to Iw 
licic that the leltcri which were wntten in tlic 
name of tlic Nabob, ramplaming of Bristow, were 
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suborned by Hasluigs. 

ill fact suborned by tlie Governor-General, written in BOOK v. 
consequence of instructions, that is, commands, se- 
cretly conveyed. ‘ 1783. 

"When Mr. _Bristow was removed, just before the 
first journe}’^ of the Governor-General towards Qude, 
the removal was in like manner preceded by ^’lolent 
complaints from the Nabob. These complaints were 
suborned. i\'Ir. Hastings himself, wlien proposing the 
return of IMr Bnstow in 1782, informs the Nabob’s 
Vakeel, that " His Highness,” meaning the Nabob, 

had been well pleased ith Blr. Bnstow, and that 
he knew what the Nabob had wiitten formerly was 
at the instigation of Mr. Middleton.” ^ Tlie insti- 
gation of Mr Middleton was the instigation of Mr, 
Hastings. 

Besides, it is in evidence, that this was not a sin- 
gular case. It was ^tlie ordinary mode of procedure, 
established between Mr Hastings and the Nabob. 

There was, it appears, a regular concert, that the 
Nabob should never write a public letter respecting 
the residents or their proceedings, till he had first 
learned pnvately what IMr. Hastings wished that he 
should express, and that he then wrote accordinglyk 
This appeared most fully, after the departure of Mr. 
Hastings, when the Nabob proposed to cany on the 
same practice with his successor In a letter, re^ 
ceived on the 21st of 'Apnl, 1785, I desii’e,”- say^ 
the Vizir, nothing but your satisfaction : And hope, 
that such orders as relate' to the friendship between 
the Company and me, and as may be your pleasure, 
may be written in your private letters to me through 
Major Palmer, in your letters to the Major, that he 
may in obedience to your orders properly explain 

\ 

1 Extract of an Afzee, nntten (2fth August, 1782,) from Rajah Go- 
bind Ram to the Vizir, by the Governor-General’s directions Minutes 
of Evidence, nt supra, p 795 
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BOOK V them to me, and whatever may be settled lie may 
Cmf 8 . secret, inform ytm of it, and nftcnvards I 

1783 may write to }Oii, having learnt your pleasure — in 
this ^ay, the secrets will be known to your mind 
alone, and the advice upon all the concerns will be 
given in a proper manner” Tlie same thing is still 
more clcarl} expressed by the minister Hyder Beg 
Khan on the same occasion ” I hope that such 
orders and commands ns relate to the fncndsliip lie 
tween Ills Highness s and the Company s govern- 
ment^ and to }Our will, may be sent tliroiigli IMryor 
Palmer in your own private letters or in your letters 
to the ^Tajor who is oppointcd from you at the pre 
scncc of his Highness, that, in obedience to yoiu 
orders he may properly explain your commands, and 
whatever nlTair ma) be settled, lie ma) first secretly 
inform you of it, and afterward liis Iligliness nia}, 
conformably thereto, wnlc an answer and I nlvi 
may represent it By tius system, yoiir pleasure n ill 
nlnays be fully mode known to his Highness, and 
his Highness and me >viU execute wlmtc\cr ninj be 
your orders, without deviating n hairs breadth ” MTicn 
it was the intention of Mr Hastings that ^Ir Bris- 
tow who had lieen withdrawn upon complaint^, 
which vnthout anj dislike to Mr Bristow llic Na 
bob through ^Tiddlcton bad been Instructed to prefer, 
that obedient ^vcrcign was instructed to make an 
application of n very difiercnt description “ J he 
Governor” said the Naliobs Vnkctl in the Vrzee nl 
read) quoted ‘ directed me to forward to the pre- 
sence that it was Ills wish that > our llighncsq would 
write a letter to him and ns from vmirsclf, rcfiuest 
of him ilmt 'Mr Pnstnw may l>o njijiointetl to I uck 
now " In IiH answer to the ^ nkccl tlie Vnlioli cu 
non U nij* A to the wi In-i of Afr Iln^tings 
lliat I •hould wnK lor him to send Mr John Bri*- 
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tow, it ^\oulcl hn\c been jnoper, and ncccssniy, for BOOK v. 
yon. pinalclv to ba\c nndcistood ^^bnt were IMr. ^ 
Ilasting's’ ical intentions Whethci tlie choice of ]7S'3. 
sending iMi. Tohn Bristow ^\as Ins onn desne Or, 
nlietlier it nas in compliance ivitli hfr jMaepherson’s 
— that I nnglit tlicn ha\c niittcn confoimably theie- 
to. — Wiiting^s aic now sent to you for both cases. 

HaMiig- pi natch undci stood the wishes of hlr. Hast- 
ings deh\ci nhicli ever of tlic wiitings he shall order 
you ^ — After all this, and after the tin eats of Mr 
Hastings against all letters fiom the Nabob which 
lie might dislike, the meaning of the letters com- 
plaining of Ihistow, cannot he misimdeistood It 
was a shrewd surmise of the Nabob, lespecting Mac- 
pheison* wdio had become recentl}’’ a Member of the 
Supreme Council, and wdiose support Mi Hastmgs 
might requne. The accusations, which the Gover- 
nor-General afteiwaids aimed at hlr. Maepherson for 
supporting Bnstow, fall in, at least, with the conjec- 
tuie. 

The cause which prompted so violent a desne for 
his recall is involved in comparative mystery. We 
can trace a kind of analogy. the preceding re- 
moval of ]\Ir. Bristow w'^as immediately followed by 
the first visit of the Goveinor-Geneial to the Nabob ; 
so the present removal w'as immediatel)^ followed by 
another * This, undoubtedly, proves nothing against 
Mr. Hastings But if there be any othei grounds 
for suspicion, tins tends to confirm them these 
visits were intended for any unjustifiable transactions 
between the Govenior and Nabob, the lehioval of a 
witness, whose compliance could not be depended 
upon, was just the proceeding wdiich in such ciicum- 
stances eveiy man would adopt. 


/ 


1 JMinutes of Evidence, ut supra, p 798, 799, 796 
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BOOK V Before the remoral of the rcsidciK^ yvns finally 
^ settled, the Governor-General had represented, that 
1784 a great demand c^ted for his presence m Oude, to 
aid in settling the disorders of the country, and in 
making such arrangements os v, ould enable the ATiar 
to ftilfil his engagements. His journey was opposed 
by the other Members of the Board Upon it, how 
ever, for some reason or another, the Goremor Gene- 
ral had set lus heart A letter nos procured ftom 
Major Palmer, representing the state of the country 
as alanmng and urgently requiring the immediate 
presence of hfr Hastings with other letters from 
the Virir, and his minister earnestly requesting to 
see the Governor General at Lucknov The consent 
of a tnqjonty of the Council v,Ta at last olilnincil 
and Sir Hastings was authorized to proceed to Luck 
now, \cstcd witli oU the powers of the Boanl to re- 
gulate and determine the affairs boUi mtcmal and 
external of the stale and for that purpose to com 
mand even the military resources of the Pnghsli 
government mthout control Tlic proposition of the 
Goixmor General was introduced on tlic COth of 
January 1784 Uic consultation w ns closed, and the 
authority of the Board conferred on the Idth of Fc 
bruaiy and on the following day, the 17th, the 
journey of the Governor General bc^n 

In proceeding to I ucknow, he passed through the 
prmincc of Benares, which in tlic time of Chcjic 
Sing and hi^ father, manifested so great a degree of 
pro5jx.nt} and, there witnessed the effects of his 
late proceedings ITic first deput) wliom he had 
appointed for tlie Bnjnh was dismissed for the offence 
of not making up Iiis pajTuents to the exacted 
nmount, Tlic second ns iniglit well Iw expected, 
acted upon the avowed pnnaplc, tlmt the sumrixc<i 
for t!ic revenue must be coUcctctL" 'Phe con cqucncc 
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/o the Uppn Provinces, 

Mas population m ere plunged into misery ; BOOK V. 

and desolation pervaded the country. ” From the 
confines of Buxnr ” sa^s jMr. Hastings, to Bcnarc^s , 1784. 

I M a s follow ed and fatigued by the clamours oF jJie 
discontented inj ialjilailj-Sx. Tlie distresses Mliicli were 
produced by the long-continued di ought unavoidably 
tended to lieigliten the general discontent. Yet, I 
have reason to fear, tliat the cause existed piincipall}’-, 
in a dcfectne, if not a coriupt and oppressive admi- 
nistration.” “ 1 am sorry to add, that from Buxar 
to the opposite boundary, I liave seen nothing but 
traces of complete devastation in every village.” I 
cannot help lemaiking, that except the city of Be- 
naies, the piovincc is in effect Muthout a government. 

TJie administration of the pi OMiice is misconducted, 
and the people oppiessed, trade discouraged, and the 
revenue in danger of a rapid decline fiom the violent 
appiopriation of its means’’^ It is remarkable, how 
feiv of the political arrangements of IMr. Hastings 
produced the effects which he expected from them ; 
and how much his admimstiation consisted in a per- 
petual change of ill-concerted measures. The arrange-' 
ments for the government of Benares were his omti ; 
and for the effects of them he M^as responsible , hut 
he enjoyed a happy faculty of laying the blame at 
any door rather than his own. He asenbed the ex- 
isting evils to the deputy solely ; and with the appro- 
bation of the Council removed him. The predecessor 
of that deputy, who transgressed in nothing but the 
extent of his exactions, met with a severer fate. To 
procure some redress of his grievances, he had even 
repaired in person to Calcutta, where, so far from 
receiving any attention, he received two peremptory 
ordeis from the Supreme Council to quit the city, 

* Letter from the^ Governor-General to the Council Board, dated 
Lucknow, 2d Apnl, 1784 / 

3 
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BOOK V nnd rcUirn Nor was this oil Upon the nmval of 
^ Air Hastings at Benares, he order^ him into prison 
1784 again after which his \exatJons and hardships soon 
put a period to his iifci. His poverty was real, and 
he died insolvent. 

The Gkivemor General arrived at Lucknow on the 
27th of March He had some success in obtaming 
moiiey fVom the minister into n hose hands the govern 
ment nas transferred In order still more to disbur- 
then the re\enue8 of the Vmr he agreed to mth- 
draw the Enghsh detachment commanded by Colonel 
Sir John Cummings, nhich still nas stationed on the 
frontiers of Oudo at the Nabob s expense and agretfd 
upon this consideration ** Tliat the Companv Mould 
gam nothing by Us continuance, since the Nabob 
had not the means of defraying the expense nnd 
whether it remain^” added, * on account of the 
Compan), or be continued to swell the Nabob s with 
an accumulating debt winch he cannot poy its cfTedg 
on the Company's funds will prove the same while 
it holds out a deception to the public ” Mr Hastings 
Mind eluded Inqulr} into the truth of the allegations 
on which the confiscation of the estates and treasures 
of the Begums, and others hod been ordered nnd 
the commands of the Court of Directors Iind till this 
time remained without cfiTcct Tlic time however, 
was now come when at least a partial obedience was 
deemed oxpodicnt nnd Mr Hastings rcportctl to 
the Board that thcjoghircs of the Begums, and of 
the Nniwh Salar Jung the uncle of the Ahrjr, had 
been restored, confurmnhl) to the Com|mny’s or 
dm nnd more bo to the inclinations of the Nnlmh 
A iTur v,lio went to Tyraliad for the cxprx‘<s puqwH. 
of making n rc*jK*rtrul tender of them in ponton to 
(he Bcgunis,** The restoration, howc\cr, tan!) os it 
V0J» ftll greatly short of completeness, for Air Hast 
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Hasting'^ (Icpmt'i for 'Euglnnd. 

lug's repoited tliat the personages, in question, had BOOK v. 
made a ^olunta} i/ concession 6f a lai'ge portion of ^ 
then respective shares ” The Govemor-General was 1785. 
now so far from expressing any apprehension of dis- 
ordci from tlie possession of jaghiics by the Prin- 
cesses and other pnncipal persons of the Nabob’s 
family, that lie declared Ins expectation of their in- 
fluence in supporting the arrangements which had 
taken place n ith the Vizir ^ 

The Governor-General departed from Lucknow on 
the 27th of August. He ariivcd at the Piesidency 
on the 4th of November, resumed Ins seat at the 
Council Boaid on the lltli, and on the 22d reminded 
the Dircc-tois of Ins request, addiessed to them on the 
20th of Maich in the year 1780, to nominate his 
successor. He now began to jirepare for his depar- 
ture. On the 8th of P’ebruary, 1 785, he resigned Ins 
office, and embarked for England " 

In India, the true test of the government, as affect- 
ing the interest of the English nation, is found in its 
financial results In 1772, when the administration 
of Mr Hastings began, the net revenues of Bengal, 

Bahar, and Onssa, which, being the principal branclr 
of receipt, will suflice for that general conception 
which is all I can attempt to convey, weie 2,373,650/ ; 
the civil and inihtary charges of the government of 
Bengal were 1,705,279/ , difference 668,371/ The 
whole of the bond and other debts in India were 

' Letters from the Governor-General to the Council Board, dated 
Benares, 20th September, 1784: 

- For the preceding tram of measures, the reader is referred to the 
Papers, relating to the province of Oude, piesented to the House of Com- 
mons m the year 1786, to thfe Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixteenth, and 
Twenty-second Articles of Charge, presented by Burke, with the Ans- 
wers of Mr Hastings, and the Appendix of Documents pnnted along 
wit]i them , also to the Minutes of Evidence on the Tnal, in which the 
Documents were printed again. 
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BOOKV 1,850,166/ and tlie debt m England, including 
^ capital-stock, and the^ums due to the annuitants, was 
J 786 12 850,166/ In 1785, the revenues of Bengal 

Bahar, and Onssa, including the new revenue of 
Benares, and the subsidies from Oude, amounted to 
5,315,197/., the charges, deducting Chres jaglnre, 
30,000/ per annum, which ceased in 1784, one half 
of the allowance to the Nabob of Bengal, and the 
tribute to the Mogul, amounted to 4,312,519/^ the 
dilTcrencc 1,002,678/ whidi is an improvement upon 
that of 1772 of 334,307/. but, on the other liond 
the debt in 1786 when the whole of the arrears of 
filr HastingB administration were brought to account, 
was raised to 15 443,349/ m England and in 
India, including China, to 10,4644155/. a sum of 
254108,334/ to which should be joined 2,240 000/ 
the sum T\hich was jdcldedby Uic subscnption at 155 
per cent of 800,000/ added this jear to the capital- 
stock. The administration of ^Ir Hostings there- 
fore added obout twcl\e and a half millions to the 
debt of the East Indm Company and the interest at 
five per cent of tins nddiUonnl debt, is more than the 
amount of the additional revenue ' 

Nor is this the only unhappy result in the financial 
odministratlon of Mr Hastings The net tcmtonal 
rc\cnucsof Bengal Bahar and Onssa, instead of in 
creasing had actually declined In the j car ending 
the 1 t of May 1772 they omonntcil to the sum of 
2,126,766/ and In the \car ending on the same 
day in 1785, to timt of 2,072, 963/’ In I^rd Corn 

' lof itflfmni** *(f> tl*« mL UtcU m lit* Inarth, 

r fil nd S' llriKTU of ilw Conicuilre ef ia JT81 | sod ibt 

M outii d to parliWiKnt fet ibr tcitr»l »lio 

Itmc- n .1 fi r llnii b lodia, p 3*^ 

» \n acounl (-rciCtitcd loth- Urate vrCmomoof Martb3Clh, l/TtJ 
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Wallis’s celebi’ated revenue letter, ddted iGtli Novem- BOOK v. 
ber, 1786, it is allowed, that the state of the accounts 
exhibits a debt in India of 8,91,25,518 rupees, and 1735 . 
assets valued at 5,81,24,567, with a balance against 
the Company of 3,10,00,950 But Lord Cornwallis 
observes, that the account of assets is so much made 
up for the sake of show, that is, delusion, that it pre- 
sents a result widely distant from the truth ; and 
that the balance between the debts, and such assets as 
are applicable to their extinction, would not, in liis 


See also the following statement of the Bengal Revenues, taken from the 
pnated Minutes of Endence on Mr Hastings’ Trial, p 12T5 


Year®. 

A 

Carrant net 
Collections. 

Balances col- 
lected 

Total. 

1 Bengal charges 
Collection 

' 1716—7 

1777— 8 

1778— 9 

1779— 80 

187,15,865 

170,49,710 

173,95,871 

180,21,226 

13,94,-769 

20,78,461 

19,19,747 

15,66,322 

201,10,634 

191,28,161 

193,15,618 

195,87,648 

49,05,739 

63,80,818 

66,45,947 

56,80,637 

Rupees 

711,82,672 

69,59,289 

781,41,961 

216,13,141 

1781- 2 

1782- 3 

1783- 4 

1784- 5 

189,55,004 

188,24,855 

181,93,492 

176,68,646 

6,23,989 

6,50,462 

4,49,916 

8,91,702 

195,78,993 

194,76,317 

186,43,408 

185,60,348 

66,55,869 

59,63,661 

71,29,094 

73,73,738 

Rupees 

73,641,997 

[ 26,16,069 

762,68,066 

27i;22,'362 

- 

Less in last four yehts 

. 18,83,895 



Increase in 

last four years . . 

55,09|221 

1777—1780 

1781—1784 

Total . 

• .« • • • 

• 

580,31,327 

576,97,718, 

{ 


Less in last three years 

3,33,609 , 


1774- 5 

1775- 6 

1776- 7 

195,69,610 

195,25,825 

187,15,865 

17,40,399 

12,18,176 

13,94,769 

213,10,009 ' 

207,44,001 

201,10,634 



578,11,300 

43,53j344 

621,64,644 

• ' 

Total m 1781 

—1784. ... 


576,97,718 


Less in last three years. 

• • 

44,66,927 
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Ihitory rtitimed ; 

V opinion, fall i short of 7 50,00,000 rupees Of this 
^ debt something more than a crore of rupees was sub- 
SCTibed for transference to England, leaving a debt of 
about crore, “nearly the whole of which,” he 
says, *13 running at on average rate of interest of 
per cent per annam ” “ For the discliarge of this," 
his Lordship adds, “ your Bengal government alone 
ran hereafter furnish a fund which (under the limi- 
tations ID the estimate), is stated at a gross sum of 
about 40,00,000 current rupees per annum And 
the ordinary expenses of your different settlements, 
allomng for the provision of an European in\Tstmcnt, 
at present exceed their resources That is to say 
The revenue of the Indian government at the close 
of the administration of ilr Hastings, v\nd not equal 
to its ordinary expense 

The incidents whicli had occurred under the Pro- 
sidenc) of Madras, Irom the penod of terminating 


^ckolWf V'kv of (he Collrctlea* ndcr tke n»jn] CloTcmnl^ 
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m«— 3 ?^7 W 18 0^*!>41J10 •»70?,14 61^10 

1773-4^75 77 5^18 ni 13 4fiO 

n74_i^^;ro MS?^I7 40^, 1^1 fll VWr4»,5l ?7ide,13 10^ 
40^ Wl« 18 47<^43 07 47IW 10 44^1 

1776— 7t?rM9l «)lIl3*U700V^16 773 18^739,^01 10 454 

1777— 8^?4J0,3«W79 45O,%4S^978'573O8INl,91 ?8 IPO 

1778— M,»4l,»lf- 19 I0 7tlh*49«l,i4l.'i6 4i,9ldl 93,13 018 
I7T9-WJJ7 01,801 13 07,341»47/W 1*036 80 9i7 1,110,83,517 

1780- 81^70 S? POl 14 VMWVt 11,07 <31,60 98,5I«I,W,£H 7fl 

1781— *,? 18 10 ‘ax 6.t3 9 Ol? «^l,fi«7;6Q,S3 869,1 05 78 993 
n9?—3t 47 «<» 5t5| 8 W48lI?5l,3*O77[30 91 «VII n| 75,319 
1 S3— 4 ?,43 M,533| 4 49 915^,57 7? *01^1 tO OOsjl bO 43 107 


y: 


>f St irt M natr m tSr nrrro n r IV f U Bahar »a<l Ori t* | 
M mncffrlcNH nUftifreriliiilRj, TrUI, Apprtdli AftTLVo.l5T 
r OCU 


* ritPKi frtrm nrtKra* LttUr ytintrtj tyerder cf iHe lltnue^f 
Ccnx'w; , J7C7 
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of Ihc Madras Pusidcncy. 

the war witli Tippoo. till tlie time wlien j\Ti\ Hastings BOOK V. 
suucnclercd his office, lemain to be produced ^ . 

The situation of the Nabob of Aicot, as it had 178‘2. 
long been, so it continued to be, asonice of uneasiness 
and of difficult)" to the English rulei’s in thesoutheiii 
PiGsidcncy The u retched govcinment, -which that 
Nabob niaintained, and which his want of talents, Ins 
want of ^illue, and the disadvantages of his situation, 
disqualified him foi improMng, not only sunk the 
peoiilc into the deepest wietchedness, but cut off the 
lesouices lequiied for the defence of the country. 

The impossibility, which the Presidents had expeii- 
enced, of obtaining, through his hands, the means 
which weie necessaiy to provide for the security of 
the province , or their connivance, from unworthy 
motives, at his un-wnlhngness to provide them, had 
laid open the country to all the disasters, to which 
the weak and unprotected state in which it was found 
by Hyder Ali exposed it. Wlien the war began, the 
strongest necessity existed for rendeiing the lesouices 
of the country available to its defence. Supphes, in 
the highest degree defective, had been obtained from 
the Nabob ; nor was there any rational prospect of 
improvement Eor the payment of particular debts, - 
both to the Company and to mdividuals, it had been 
usual -wnth him, according to the custom of Indian 
princes, to grant assignments on the revenues of par- 
ticular districts , and no inconsiderable portion of the 
whole was under this disposition As the exigency 
was peculiaily violent; nothing less being imme- 
diately at stake, than the "existence, in the Cainatic 
_ of both the Nabob and the English , Lord Macartney 
regarded an extension of the same expedient, namel)", 
an assignment of aU his levenues, as the only feasible 
plan for meeting the present difficulties , and com- 
pliance with it, as no unreasonable condition imposed 
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BOOK V on the Nabob, seeing the proceeds ere to be cm 
^ ployed for his own defence, and that it was impossible 
1782 he could, if defended at all, be so well defended, by 
any other means Not without great difficulty the 
consent of the Nabob was obtained It was an ar- 
rangement far from agreeable to that vanity and am 
hition, which formed a strong ingredient in his chn 
jneter And there lyw no want of jicrsons in his 
confidence who innqmed his discontent and who 
excited him to employ every stratagem to obtain the 
purrender of the poTver he had gi\cn away 

It has already been observed, that tbo seat or 
durbar of the Nabob, who had taken up his residence 
at hfodras, WBs one of the most corrupt and active 
scenes of mtnguc, thtit had ever i^cen exhibited in 
India. The Nabob, who was totally incompetent to 
his own defence, was necessarily in a state of abject 
dcpcndoncc upon the Company, but, receiving dl 
rcctly the revenues of the country, he endeavoured, 
as far os possihlc, by the apphcntion of money, to 
secure the gratification of his wilL His policy ww» 
to jiurcliasc fncncla among the English rulers and to 
cxcito opposition to those whoso acquic^nce he 
failed in ncquinng The cfTects were mlscbievouj, 
m a vanct} of WQ)8 Tlic smunts of the Company 
wore too frcfjucntly taught to look to the violation, 
rather than the jicrfonnance of their duties, ns tlieir 
most certain source of reward and tlic business of 
the Prcsidciicj was in general disturbed hj o Molent 
Spint of division and counteraction 

The mind of the Nalwb was of Umt class of minds 
which mu^t, by a kind ofncccssity, lie always govern 
cd by Bomcliod) , and in tlic imbcalitv of age, and 
of n con«tjtution worn with indulgence, he now leaned 
more obvilulcly on the nccu^tomcd support, than at 
an carher penod of his lift The persons who at 
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this period had acquired the entire ascendancy over BOOK v, 
liiin were xVinecr id Omrali, his second son, and Paul ^ 
Benfield. The former is dcsciibed as excelling in all 1782. 
the arts of eastern, the latter in all the aits of western, 

\dlain3% The passion of the former was power, 
the passion of the latter, money ; and this much, at 
least, appears, that both pursued tlieir ends with much 
ardour, with great talents for intrigue, with great 
audacity, and not mucli of moral restraint. The iii> 
mediate object of the former was to get Ins elder 
brother disinherited, and to obtain the succession for 
himself. For this pin pose the old Naliob, whose 
passions and those of liis favourite wcie one, had em- 
ployed all his arts to obtain from the Company an ac- 
knowledgment, that he had the right of naming his 
successoi, Muthout legard to the established order of 
inheritance. With a view, b)’- obtaining favour with 
the English, to pave the way to this and other desir- 
able objects, the Ameer ul Onirah liad acted the part 
of a zealous instrument in obtaining the consent of his 
father to the assignment of the revenues. When he 
found that Lord IMacartney^ was as little subservient 
to his purposes, after tins event as before, his disap- 
pointment and his enmity were equally strong. His 
endeavbur was to i ender the assignment useless , to 
aniiul, if possilile, the transaction As he had his 
father’s mind compliant in all things, so he had it 
eager in the pursuit of an end, the hope of which 
served as a balm to the wound his pride had received, 
in everTelinquishmg the management of the revenues. 

In Benfield he met with an able coadjutor. Benfield 
had been removed by Lord IMacartney from some of 
the offices which he held as a sei vant of -the Company. 

The liberalities and the views of the Nabob and his 
son pointed out a path to fortune as well as revenge. 

The first expedient was, by practising on the ren- 
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BOOK V tors, and other persons in diargc of the n 
^ render unproductive the collections Dxso 
1782. desolate at the country svns, without a gi 
and ravaged bj a dcstructivc-foc, the renin 
revenue *t\ os ID Itself a dilRculL task Lord, 
had appointed a committee, consisting of S' 
moat trust worthy of the Company’s scrvi 
Presidency, for conducting tlic businci 
to the assigned rmennes They spec< 
Tcred, that secret orders and sug^cstit 
counteracted oU their proceedings had bee 
the districts, Tho people hod lx?cn taught 
the ndiditv of the engagements formed 
English government and hence to prnci 
arts of dcla) and c\Tision The greatest 
was endcnllv cxcrascd upon the unhnpp 
tors yet htUc could be obtained from ,t 
and collectors for the Company’s ^rcasu; 
laigc sums, it is affirmed, were pnvatdy s 
Ameer ul Omroh * , n 

The kno^m enmity of Sir Eyre Cootc 
illacartney suggested the first stratagem 
iisroing the cjypigcjjwnt with the Pjcwdrnj 
IN os olTcrcd, the altrnctions of which, it was 
the avidity of the General for poncr won 
able to resist. The )Nnbob offered to \c 
hands full aullurntr over nil tho officers < 
Ncrnmcnt and revenues. But the gcaicra 
knew wimt a fnghlful chaos his govcramci 
have any desire for the responsibility of m ( 
a trust, » 

As soon os it was found tliat tlic car of t' 
nor,Gcnenil was open to rcprrsontations oj 
Goremor of Madras, it was a channel in ' 
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Nabob and his instruments industriously plied. Lord BOOK v, 
2\Iacartney was accused of not having abilities to render ^ 

the assignment of the revenues productive ; of en- 178 s. 
hancing the disorders of the country ; and, above all, 
of practising the utmost cruelty and oppression 
towards the Nabob and his family. Letters of this 
import were not only sent at various times in the 
Nabob’s name to Bengal ; but one was written and 
transmitted to the Bi itish King. 

Sufficient encouragement ha\dng been received 
from the Governor-General, the Nabob ventured at 
last to solicit the restoiation of his revenues, by the 
surrender of the assignment : And his former agents, 

Assam KJian and Mr. Richard Sullivan, were sent on 
a second mission to Bengal in January, 1783, 

Their criminative representations against Ma- 
cartney were received ; and riot only entered on the 
records, but immediately sent to England *, without 
communication to the party accused ; and of course 
without an opportunity afforded him of obviating 
their effects, however undeserved, by a single word of 
defence. A most singular examination of the Nabob’s 
agents or advocates took place before the Supreme 
Council, on the subjects on which the N^bob prayed 
their interference. The agents were directed to state 
whatever they knew, and did state whatever they 
chose ; matters of hearsay, as much as of perception ; 
without a word of cross-examuiation, from an opposite 
party, to hmit and correct the partial representation 
of interested reporters After completing their state- 
ments, and not before, they ivere asked, if they would 
swear to the truth of what they had stated. The 
compulsion was almost irresistible, Tp have said, 
they would not swear, was to confess they had not 
spoken truth. Assam Khan, however, excused him- 
self, on the plea that it was not honourabler for a 
VOL. IVv £ G 
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BOOK V tcTs, and other persons m charge o£ the Tcvenaes, to 
^ render unproductive the collections. Disordered and 
1782. desolate as (the country ivas, mthout a government, 
and ravaged by a destructive foe, the renlinng of nny 
revenue ns in itself ii difEcult task -Lord I\Iocartney 
had appointed a comipittee, consisting of sortiejof the 
most trust worthy of the Company’s servants at the 
Presidency, for conducting the busmess i^tive 
to the assigned revenues jThey speedily disco- 
vered, that secret orders , and suggestions, whidi 
counteracted all their proceedmgs, liad been sent mto 
the districts. The people had been taught to distrust 
the validity of the engagements formed with the 
English government and htmcc to practise all the 
arts of delay and evasion j Tlio greatest oppression 
%vas evidently cxcrascd upon the unhappy^culUva 
tors yet httlo could bc^ obtained from jtho renters 
and collectors for the Company s jtrensury ^wlulc 
large snms, it is nfHrraed, were pnvotcly sent, to the 
Ameer ul Omrali ‘ ^ r i i jr * <, 

The knorni enmity of Sir Eyre Coote to Lord 
Hlacartne) suggested the first stratagem for over- 
turning the engagement mth the Prcsid^t A bait 
was offered, the attractions of whicli, itwns supposed, 
the aviditj of ithe General for power would mot be 
able to resist. The iNabob offered to vest in Jus 
Imnds full autliontv over all the officers of lus go 
\cnimcnt and revenues But the general too well 
knew what a fnghtful chaos his government uns to 
Ivasc any desire for the responslbiUly of so dangerous 
n trust I , 

As soon os it was found tliat the car of thcGorcr 
nor General was open to representations agunst tlic 
Goremor of iMadros, U was n channel in whicli the 
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Nabob and his instruments industriously plied. Lord BOOK v. 
iRIacartney was accused of not having abilities to render ^ 

the assignment of the revenues productive ; of en- 178S. 
hancing the disorders of the country ; and, above all, 
of practising the utmost cruelty and oppression 
tow’ards the Nabob and his family. Letters of this 
import were not only sent at various times in the 
Nabob’s name to Bengal ; but one was m ritten and 
transmitted to the Bi itish King. 

Sufficient encouragement ha\dng been received 
from the Governor-General, the Nabob ventured at 
last to solicit the restoration of his revenues, by the 
surrender of the assignment : And his former agents, 

Assam Khan and ]\Tr. Richard Sullivan, were sent on 
a second mission to Bengal in January, 1783. 

Their criminative representations against Ma- 
cartney were received ; and hot only entered on the 
records, but immediately sent to England ; without 
communication to the party accused ; and of course 
without an opportunity afforded him of obviating ' 
their effects, however undeserved, by a single word of 
defence. A most singular examination of the Nabob’s 
agents or advocates took place before the Supreme 
Council, on the subjects on which the N^bob prayed 
their interference. The agents ivere directed to state 
whatever they knew, and did state whatever they 
chose ; matters of hearsay, as much as of perception ; 
without a word of cross-examination, from an opposite 
party, to hmit and correct the partial representation 
of interested reporteis After completing their state- 
ments, and not before, they ivere asked, if they would 
swear to the truth of what they had stated. The 
compulsion was almost irresistible, Tp have said, 
they would not swear, M’^as to confess they had not 
spoken truth. Assam Khan, however, excused him- 
self, on the plea that it was not honourablcr for a 
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Ordert of Hastw^ to tumndcr 

^Mussulman to cou£rm what he wud by on oatK Sir 
Sullivan had no such apology, and therefore he took 
his oath, hut with a t^demble latitude , that ** to the 
best of his bdief and remembrance, he had spoken 
the truth and nothing but the truth ” an oath 
which, if we have chanty enough to bcheve it to be in 
no degree stnuned* affected not any part of the truth, 
however mntcnal, which it might have suited and 
pleased him to suppressT 

On the strength of this information, partial and in 
tercsted as it was, a resolution was passed, on the 8th 
of January, 1783, to surreuder ^the assignment into 
the hands of the Nabob though not only had this 
assignment been formerly approved and highly praised 
by the Governor General and CouncO, as an act of 
equal utflit) and justice but the dehcacy of the 
^ladros government which endeavoured to nccom 
pUsh the end by gentle means, was treated as too 
scrupulous, and the utflity of a greater scvi^nty nos 
jwrtiCularly and strongly display^ * 

« t 

‘ Tho reader phoold bare before bim lb© rtrj word* In lb© letter 
from ibe C^wriwr Otneral and Coanol to lb© TVwHletrt md Select 
Committee of Tort Sti George dated 5lb Apnl, 1782 they rrprtt," 
ihry Jay ** ihni ibc cn>©nimcot of Madnw •htmlH bar© toSrred any 
cooiIderatiCHi eieii of delicacy icmanlj tb« Nabob or atteiitiOD ft>r 

nc f wbicb It oil^t be ntlanJ /nr brm to retain to rcttrala 

tl-eni from araiHrig tleeoijelrea oj ©O^ually of lb« aulpiincnt aj the 
dnj>(*Tate orrenijiy '•likb ©aacird eoeb a cot»c©i«Iuo laetiiably «!©• 
tanndtd,'' Tl-ey odd a great ronijtGmm and lar “ Hij^iy would it h© 
fur ibe naiiocnl lotcretti and re^mutloo if ibe futt© diiratneted aed 
Cnbecuin tfdrvl >]>oald lorariaHy dictat© tbe c on il act of their adam ” 
Tbrrrvc lo ibe w of uonmltcd l©nnj biilroctmg the Coiemor to 
at nme rterr power tweestnry to render the oMf^ntnent efTecUt —‘'In 
a word whole -tornni^Jty'’ (*oeb b tbnr cipmilmt) “ if it ibtll 
I© Bt-crt«ry to lb© rxem>e ©f »orb a ebar^: not admitting tb© inter 
pm u-w of »oT aatlionty wlialeter wlucb roty pojwLly Imp©»Io II If 
tnn tn-iluiirr ti-< Nabol f aget I or idler ibera to reonln under 
wfcaiirTrf IcreteiaatKa in tb© aetml or nrtoal cootrol of iborrmtor 
ll 3*^} or t'traDU ml ji>«i ab«o© wiU deeme 1 rop'rtrtiM (urall 
ll u acn \rd jour u terrwori* • th lb© Nabob naay imd ccr*lrt to b© 
mlrkt liv mfl ac.iofidnprei»XM oflhidaCjj ” 
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the of (he Camaiic Tcrritoiij 

Tlie inlciniption and distiiibance, ^\hicIl the Nabob BOOK v 
wa*; able to give to tlie govcnimeiit of Madras, he was ^ 
emboldened to cany to tlie greatest height, by the 178S. 
encouragement wliicli he leceived from so high a 
quarter. A mIci display of liypociisy is not upon re- 
cord, than the language in which the author of the ca- 
lamities of the whole Rohilla nation, of tliosc of Cheyte 
Sing, and of the Begums of Oude, atfccted to bewail 
the cruelties wliicli, he said, were practised upon tlie 
Nabobs of Cainatic and Oude, liy Lord hlacartiiey, 
and I\Ir. Biistow. “ Tlie condition,” JMr Hastings 
said,^ “ of both Princes is equally destitute and 
equally oppressed ; and the humihation of their re- 
monstrances shows tliem to be equally hopeless of an)’’ 
redress but m the mercy of their oppressors.” Orders 
were dispatched to Madras for the lestoration of his 
revenues to the Nabob; of which the sixth part, 
which he had reserved to himself, as requisite for tlie 
maintenence of his family and dignity, bad been 
exactly paid, and in reality yielded to him more 
money for his piivate purposes, than he had ever 
before enjoyed It curiously happened, that, before 
the orders of the Supreme Council ariived at Madras, 
dispatches were received from the Court of Duectors, 
which conveyed their approbation of the assignment, 
and commanded the assistance of the Bengal govern- 
ment to render it effectual ; dispatches which, at the 
same time, contained, the condemnation of the trans- 
' action by which Mr. Sullivan was appointed an agent 

1 In his Minute on the 2d of November, 1783, pnnted among the 
papers presented to the House of Commons on the 13th of March, 178G 
Tor the opinion which Mr Hastings entertained of the mischievous cha- ^ 

racter of the Nabob, and of the intngues of which he-was at once the 
cause and the dupe, entertained as long as since the penod when he was 
second in council at Madras , see the reebrds of that presidency ip 
llops’s Appendix, p 682*, 688"'', 704, 717, 718, 729 , , 
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BOOK V of the Supreme Council at the residence of the 
^ Nabob, and a declaration that the only organ of com 
1783 munication with Slahomed Ah was the Governor 
and Council of Madras Upon this commumcation 
from the Court of Directory the GJovemor and Coun- 
dU applied to the Supreme Council ibr the assistance 
which they were commanded to yield After a hesi 
tation of a few months, the Supreme Council resolved 
to disobey And, informing the Governor and Coun 
al of Sladras, that they assumed the right of judging 
for themselves, they repeated their orders of the 13 th 
of January, and commanded the surrender of the 
assignment 

The consequences of obedience appeared to L.ot 4 
hlacartncy of the most alarming description The 
pay of the Madras army was at that moment seven 
montlis in orrear from the resources of Carnatic 
alone was any supply to be obtained not a single 
pagoda, since the death of Sir Eyre Cootc hod been 
sent from Bengal If the assignment vms given up, 
the slender produce of thcCmairs, niuch Mr Hast 
ingi would have sacrificed would alone have remain 
cd and neither the native, nor European troops, 
could be expected to bear ony addition to tlie pri 
\ation 5 which the) now endured "With a prospect 
of the actual dissolution of the government, if the 
revenues, on wldcli every thing depended, were at 
w extraordmarj a moment pren up and full) iin 
pressed with the conviction that to surrender them 
to the Nabob was to render them unavailing to thu 
defence of the country, defence which then fell upon 
the Company witliont any resource^ and opprc^«od 
them wilii a burden vvldcli they were unahle to bear, 
lie revolted to maiiitniii the assignment wlncli at 
the clo'c of the cevnd ve’or had viclded one million 
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Allowances (o be made for Hastings 

slerling; from those very countries, \\liich for eighteen BOOK V 
montlis after the iinasion of TTyder AH lind notcon« ° 
tiibiited a pagoda ton aid tlie expenses of the war. 1785 . 

"Uhtii tins disobedience, Mr Hastings, n hose ad- 
ministration was now so formidably assailed in Eng- 
land, and wlio was deeply concerned in the success 
witli which he might perform the business of winding 
it up, found, citlier not leisuic, or not inclination, to 
enter into contest.^ 

iVfler the nnresei red exhibition, whicli I have ac- 
counted it my duty to make, of the e\ idence wdiich 
came befoi e me of the errors and vices of Mr. Hast- 
ings’s administration, it is necessary, for the satisfac- 
tion of my owTi mind, and to save me from the fear 
of having given a more unfavourable conception than 
I intended of his character and conduct, to impress 
upon the reader the obligation of consideiing two 
things. The first is, tliat JMr. Hastings was placed 
in difficulties, and acted upon by temptations, such as 
few public men have been called upon to overcome : 

And of this the pieceding history affords abundant 
proof. The second is, that no man, probably, wffio 
ever had a great share in the government of the 
world, had his pubHc conduct so completely explored, 
and laid open to view. The ,mode of transacting 
the business of the Company, almost wffioUy by writ- 
ing ; first, by written consultations m the Council ; 
secondly, by witten commands on the part of the 
Directors, and written statements of every thing 
done on the part of then* servants in India; afforded 
a body of evidence, such as under no other govern- 
ment ever did or could exist. This evidence w’^as 
brought forward, wdth a completeness never before 

^ Papers presented to the House of Commons, pursuant to their orders ' 

of the gth of Febrdary, 1803, regarding the affairs of the Carnatic, 
vol 11 ,, Barrow's- Life of Lord Macartney, i 238 — '280 
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BOOK V exemplified, first Tiy the contentions of a powerful 
^ party m the Council in India next by the inquines 
1785 of two scorching committees of the House of Com- 
mons in the third place by the production of almost 
every paper which could supposed to throw light 
upon his conduct, during the discussions upon the 
proceedings relative to his impeachment m the House 
of Commons lastly by the production of papers upon 
his tnal And all this was elucidated and commented 
upon by the keenest spirits of the age and for a 
long time without any interposition of po^er to 
screen his oflenccs from detection It is my firm 
connctiOD, that if we had the same advantage witli 
respect to other men who hove been as mucli en 
gaged in the conduct of pubhc ofTairs, and could new 
their conduct as completely naked, and stnppcd of 
all its disguises few of them would be found, ubosc 
chometer would present a higher claim to indul- 
gence than his In point of abihty, he is beyond nil 
question the most eminent of the chief rulers whom 
tlic Company liaic ever employed nor is there any 
one of them, who nould not ha>e succumbed under 
the diflicuUics whidi, if he did not overcome, he at 
any rate sustxuncd He Imd no genius any more 
than Clirc, for schemes of pohey including large 
\nc^s of the past and large anticipations of tlie Ai 
turc hut he i\as hardl} c\ct excelled in tlic skill of 
npplring tcrapomr} expedients to temporary difll 
ailtics in putting off the evil day and in giving o 
fair complcMon to the present one He had not the 
fonvanl and imposing nucinntv of Cli\c hut lie Iind 
n calm firmness nliich usuall\ Iiy its conslanc) 

M ore out nil resistance He was the first or among 
thf fir»t of the scnnnfr of ilic Compnn) nho at 
tempted to acquire nnv language of tlic nattier and 
nl:o Ht on fixit tho^elilitnl inipiinL *3 into the htc 
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171 the AdMimstration of HastingSt 

rature and institutions of the Hindus, which have led book v, 
to the satisfactory knowledge of the present day He ^ 
had that great art of a ruler, which consists in at- 1785 . 
taching to the Gnvemor those who are governed ; 
his administration assuredly was popular, both with 
his countrymen and the natives in Bengal. 
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CHAP IX 

Ltgulative Proceeding! from 1773 io 1780 — Re 
nesrol of the Charter— Select and Secret Com 
mitteet of the Horae of Common! — Proceeding! 
against Indian Delinquency — Mr Dundo! s East 
India Bill — Mr Pops East India Bills — Mr 
Pitt’s East India Bill 

It is now time to inquire mto the proceeding* to 
. which the affmrs of India had given birth in England 
once the last great li^lalative interference From 
the year 1767 till the year 1773, the East India 
Company was bound to pay to the pubhc yearly the 
sum of 400,000/ , " in respect of the temtorial ac 
qmsitions and rerennes lately obtamed in the East 
Indies " But in the year 1778, the financinl embar 
rassments of the Company became no great, that 
they were obliged to solicit, and received a loan 
from the public of 1,400 OOOL At that time it was 
represented, “ That, in the then orcumstances of the 
East Indm Company, it would not be m then- power 
to provide for the repayment of such loan, and for 
the establishing their nlfairs upon a more secure 
foundation for the time to come, unless the pubhc 
should ngree to forego, for the present, all partid 
pation in the pro6ts arising from the temtonal ncqu! 
sitions and rei'cnucs lately obtained in tlic East In 
dies.” ' It was, accordingly , at that time enacted, 
that It should not lie lawful to make a dividend of 


> Sofh rh* wfrJ* rf f rt»aU« eftSc ain f ] 0<c llf t M 
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more than six per cent, per annum on the Company’s book v, 
capital stoclc, till that loan was repaid , and that the ^ 
whole of their surplus profits should be applied to its 1780 . 
liquidation : that after the loan of 1,400,000/. should 
be repaid, it should not be lawful to make a dividend 
of more than seven per cent, per annum, upon the 
capital stock, until by the application of the whole 
of their surplus profits, their bond debt should be re- 
duced ttfthe sum of 1,500,000/. In the yeai’ 1779, 
the loan being repaid, and the debt reduced, accord- 
ing to the terms of the preceding ordinance, an act 
was passed, to be in force for one year, permitting a 
dividend of eight per cent for that year, and reserv- 
ing the surplus profits for the future disposal of the 
legislature In the year 17S0, another act was passed 
for one year also, containing precisely the same en 
actments as that of the preceding year. 

As the exclusive privileges were to expire upon 
three years iiotice after the 25th of >March, 1780, it 
was now high time to tieat about a renewal of the 
charter ; and accordingly, during the lattei part of 
that year, and the beginning'of 1781, much nego- 
-tiation took place between the Treasury and the East 
India House. In parhament, the business was of 
very difficult handling. The contests between the 
Supreme Council and Supreme Court, wluch were 
.represented as actually opposing one another with an 
armed force, had given occasion to i)etitions from the 
British subjects in India, from the Governor-General 
and Council, and fiom the East India Company ; 
and had made a deep impression upon the public 
mind: The complaints and representations of IMr. 

Erancis, taken up warmly by a powerful party in the 
legislative assembly, had filled the nation-with ideas 
of injustice and other crimes on the part of Mr Hast- 
ings : Intelligence had been received of the irruption 

9 



458 Propositions of Lord North 

dooKV of Hjder All into Carnotic, with the strongest re- 
® presentations of the misconduct of those ngents under 
1781 whom so much calamity had arrived And strong 
fears were exated, that the rum of the English m- 
terests, in that part of the world, was at hand 
The points were two, upon which the views of the 
minister and the Company found it difficult to concur 
Tlic right to the temtory and the remuneration doc 
to the pubhc for the advantages which the East India 
Company were allowed to enjoy According to the 
minister the right of the crown to all territory ac- 
quired bj subjects, was a matter of cstaUhshed low 
'ITic Corapan) were at tins time sufficiently bold to 
assert, that the Indian temtory which thej had ac 
qulrcd bclong<jd of right to themselves On the 
ot^icr point, the only question was, what proportion 
of the proceeds from the Indian temtory, the East 
India Conipan) should be made to gt\c up to the 
nation 

Lord North ims now toltcnng on the ministerial 
throne TIic liost India Company were therefore, 
encouraged to greater boldness, in standing out for 
fmournhlc terms And they dcchncd to bnng for 
ward Q petition for a renewal of the charter, on those 
terms to wliicli the minister desired to reduce them 
On the 9lh of April 1781, he represented, that 
“ though lie did not then intend to state any spcdfic 
proporition relative to tlic future management of the 
Company s alTairs still he held it to Iw his duty to 
state to the Ilouic some points that would Iw ver^ 
proper for them to consider berorc tlicj sliniild pro- 
ceed to vote Ilrvt the propnetv of making the 
Company aconmt with the public for throe fourtlii of 
nU live net profits nliovc eight jier cent for ihvldend 
Vcondlv of granlni„ n rciiewni of the charter for an 
exclusive trade fur a »Iior1, rather than a long term 



V 




' Propositions of Lord Noi'th. 459 

Thirdly, of giving a greater degi’ee of power than BOOKV 
had been hitherto enjoyed, to the Governor of Ben- ^ 
gal, that, in fliture, among the membeis of the Conn- i 78 i, 
cil, he might be something more than a mere primus 
inter pares, equal with the name of chief; Fourthly, 
of establishing a tribunal in England, for jurisdiction 
in affairs relating to India, and punishing those ser- 
vants of the Company who should be convicted of 
having abused their power; Fifthly, the propriety, 
as all the dispatches received from India by the Direc- 
tors were by agreement shown to his IMajesty’s Secre- 
tary of State, of making all dispatches to India be 
shown to him before they were sent, lest the Direc- 
tors might at some time or other precipitate this 
kingdom into a war without necessity with the princes 
of that country. Sixtlily,” he said, “ it would be 
the business of the House to determine, upon what 
tei’ms, and whether with or without the teriitorial 
revenues, the charter should be renewed ; Seventhly, 
whether, if government should retain tlie territories, 
it might not compel the Company to bring home the 
revenue for government ; and. Eighthly, whether 
any, and what regulations ought to be made, vith 
respect to the Supreme Court of Judicature.” ^ 

Of these propositions, the third, the fourth, and 
the fifth, are remarkable, as the archetype, from 
' which were afterwards copied three of the principal 
provisions in Mr Pitt’s celebrated East India bdl.^ 

i , 

^ See Parliamentary History, x\ii 111 

- The purport of these three propositions be expressed more exphcitl) 
on the 25th of May “ He had an idea w hich he had once thrown out, 
of giving the GoveniOr-General greater powers than were at present 
>estedinhim, authotizing him in some cases to act independently of 
his Council, only stating to them, after he had so acted, the reasons 
upon which he justified his conduct, and sending home those Tcasons, 
together with such as the Council should at the time haie deluer^d, in 
case tliej diftered in opinion from the Go'vernor-General Another 
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4G0 Hamral of the Charter 

BOOK V At last a compromise was effected between the 
° minister and the Directors. A petiUon for renewal 
^78l of the charter v>a& presented from the Directors, on 
the 26tU of June, 1781 And an act was passed, 
of which the following were the pnnapal pronsions 
That, whereas the Company, since the 24th of Juue, 
1778, when they hod paid their loan to the public, 
and reduced their bond debt to the pre-appointed U 
mits, hod been in possession of all the profits arising 
from the Indian territory, exempt frdm participation 
witli the public, they pay 400 0004 to the pubhc, m 
disdiargc of all chums upon that account previous to 
thL Ist of hlarch 1781 That all the former pn- 
•vilcges granted to the Company be continued to tliem, 
till three years notice after the Ist of March, 1701 
That the Company pay out of theu* dear profits, a 
dividend of eight jicr cent per annpm on the capital 
stock, and of the surplus, threc^fourths to the public, 
reserving the remainder to their own use And that 
the daims with reflect to the temtory, on the part 
Iwth of the Crown and the Company, remain un 
affecled h} the present act. Of the propositions, 
thrown out bj the minister, for the introduction of 

matter b« to lutrodnc* wts lUi At i}ie Compaojr v*r« 

oliDt;td to copio* of all tbdr dlipaltio IVom lotha, bot not of 
of th« cird»n and lutracUtatt wbich lb«j unt oott 11* ncant, tb«rv> 
fon to imrrt tn the UQ • cUosr then to ibow to tbe LortUof 

or tbo SocrrUrlo* of Suif «]l ibctr Introctioni to tbrir 
imrnnli th^ rtUted totiwlr politTcml and reiliUrj coodoot ) nod to ndd 
&nbtr that if hn MnJntj tboocht proper to bit Seme* 

Un« of fipie in ibe Director*, nnjr eeder relntlm to ilio panicolnr 
coodcKt of ifce Otopnnj $ vermnU In irprd to tW pro#ei3rtk»n nnd 
Bmaptment of wir in lodi* orto Uio potiucnl cErectioo of ndtlr*, or 
fo nny tn>»liet with the po«er* io India, that ll» D?r«tnr* iboold bo 
c tflch order nnd ln*<^ it mtto India intardutdr.. 

CCe tbow! t It be n d^^mUe tbio to tatnUufa a Coart of Jodn 

Otar* la ibrt Itocdoto to bear nod deterodn* hi a iBsmai^ iraj all 
cba'jH of preaUtroo and r^reima la India.** lb jp. 3t0 
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Fonnatio7i of Mr. Binkc’i Committee. 

i 

reforms into the government of India; only one was book v. 
caiTied into effect ; namely, that regarding the pow- 
ers of mmisters over the political transactions of the 178I, 
Company. It was ordained that they should com- 
municate to ministers all dispatches which they sent 
to India, with respect to their revenues, and their 
civil and militaiy affau’s ; and that in all matters 
relative to war and peace, and transactions with 
other powers, they should be governed by the direc- 
tions which ministers might prescribe.^ 

On the 12 th of February, ITSI, petitions from the 
Governor-General and Council, and from a number 

I 

bf British subjects residing in Bengal, and from the 
United Company of Merchants trading to the East 
Indies, against the pretensions and proceedings of 
the Supreme Court of Judicature, were read in the' 

House of Commons ; - and after a debate it was 
agreed, that a Select Committee should be chosen to 
whom they were refened This was that celebrated 
committee who were afterwards instructed to take 
into consideration the administration of justice, in the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Onssa ; and in what 
manner that country might be governed with greatest 
advantage to the people both of Great Britain and of 
India. In this Committee the most conspicuous, as 
well as the most laborious member, was h'lr Edmund 
Burke. 

The Select Committee was moved for by General 
Smith, who belonged to what is called the opposition 
party in the House ; and it was chiefly composed of 
members who had -acted not m concert vith the mi- 
nister. * That a want of equal zeal for the elucidation 
of Indian delinquency might not be imputed to his 


* 21 Geo III cap 05. 



4^2 Formation of Mr Dunda^* Committee 

BOOK V party, the minister, on the SOth of April, immediately 
^ after the arrival of news of the irruption of Hydcr 
5751 All into Carnatic, moved for the formation of a Sc 
cret Committee, who should inquire into the causes 
of the war, then subsisting in the Carnatic, ond mto 
the state of the Bntish possessions on that coast 
This Committee was composed almost entirely of per- 
sons connected with tlie minister and IVir Henry 
Dundas, then Lord Advocate of Scotland was its 
presiding and most active member 

The first of these Committees presented the House 
with twelve Reports the other with six and the 
public 13 dceplyi indcditcd to them for the publication 
of the mo<t important documents of the Indian go- 
vernment, dunng the period to whidi their inquiries 
applied. Anj considerable desire for the welfare of 
India, guided by an} considerable degree of intclh 
gcncc would have drawn a great lesson from that 
cvamplc An adequate plan for a regular, and sue 
ccssirc, and still more perfect pubhcation of the most 
material documents of the Indian administration 
would be one of lire most effiaent of all expedients 
for improving the government of that distant dqiend 
enq 

On the 23d of Slav, a report from the Select Com 
mittcc on the petitions against the Supreme Court 
was read and lca\c given to bnng in n biU, for tlic 
licttcr administration of justice in Bengal, for the 
rehef of certain persons imprisoned at Calcutta under 
njndgracal of the Court and for indemnifying the 
Governor General and Council for resisting its pro- 
cess Tlic subject was debated on the lOUi of June, 
'Mr Punning Ixjing the most rctrvQTkablc of the oppo- 
nents of the InlL It vvaspo^sdl without dclav andit 
exempted from the junsihctiou of tlic Supreme Court 

n 



Resolutions moved by Mi Dundas, 46^ 

the Governor-General and CouncD, all matters of BOOK v. 
, revenue, iind all‘ Zemindars, and other native farmers 
and collectors of the revenue. " - 1782. 

Lord North resigned the office of minister in the 
month of March, 1782; and was succeeded by the 
Blarquis of Kockingham and party, the hostihty of 
whom to the present managers in India was suffi- 
ciently known, 

i On the 9th of April, 1782, Mr. Dundas moved 
that, the reports which he had presented as Chairman 
of the Secret Committee should be referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House; and, m a speech of 
nearly three hours in length, unfolded the causes and 
extent of the national calamities in the East He 
expatiated on the misconduct of the Indian Presi- 
dencies, and of the Court of Directors ; of the for- 
mer, because they plunged the nation into wars for 
the sake of conquest, contemned and violated the 
-engagement of treaties, and plundeied and oppressed 
the people of India, of the latter,, because they 
blamed misconduct only when it was unattended 
until profit,, but exercised a very constant forbeaiance 
towards the greatest dehnquency, as often as it was 
productive of a temporary gain. The speech was 
followed up by a number of propositions, which he 
moved in the shape of resolutions- Beside the re- 
pi caches which these resolutions cast upon the gene- 
ral strain of the Company’s administration in India, 
they pronounced a condemnation, so stiong, upon 
the measures of the Presidency of Madras, that no- 
thing less than criminal proceedings against the 
authors of them could accord with so vehement a 
declaration of their guilt The resolutions weie so- 
lemnly voted ; ai tides of charge against Sir Thomas 
Rumbold and other Members of the Madras Council 
were adopted . and a bill of pains and penalties, for 


4G4 Mucvndaet of tJa lloH*€ of Commonly 

BOOK V brcfldics of public trust, and bigb crimes and mls- 
^ demeanors, committed bj Sir Thomas Rurabold, was 
1733 . introduced by Air Duodas. The bill was read n first 
time. Before tlic second reading, Sir Thomas Rum 
bold was heard in bis defence The session drew to 
a dose, before a great progress was made. In tlie 
beginning of 1783, the state of the ministry was 
unsettled And os if, when numstry is unsettled, 
parliament were inadequate to its functions, the blli 
was neglected till the middle of the session After 
the middle of the session, the members soon began to 
Ihj remiss in their attendance.^ And on the 39th of 
December immediately after the dismissal of Air 
Toxs ccnlition ministn, a motion was made and 
earned for adjourning the further consideration of the 
bill till the 24tli day of June next, bv which the 
prosecution was finaliy dropped Sir I homos con 
MUtcd to occept of impunitr nithoot acquittal his 
judges refused to proceed in his tnal, after they had 
solemnly nfiirmcd the existence of guilt and a black 
stom was attnehed to the chnmctcr of both 

• On ihe 'M of 17B5 ** The Lord Adrocoie cofnpUinetl of 
terj thin ettetnUnce that he had lililitrto fuoiy} wbetiercr the biH of 
{lain* and penalUet of^nimt Sir Thomas Ucmbold hecaiM lha aul^ect of 
rUscstsuB. He bed to know whether it nas teHcnslT ioteodtd to 
poTiae the hosineu to the cod or ootf If U nai the hitealkm of the 
Home to drop iC he wubed to be made acqaaloled with that rtmm* 
itaoce and then be woqld oot nane for anothar besnng oo the sobject 
for it nat a mocierj to co into the endcoco on the laU when there coaid 
net be kept lojteiber a lofftcteot nontber of imnihers to make a homc_ 

Mr lordeclired llrat, la drop the Iwll would be productire of the most 
fatal enrne-ioenem Cw it w mW coimace the world lint tha most atro« 
nom ml cr'odoct in Jodja would mtel with impardlj io parUament. 
And tbertf re he requested f^entlerota would for the credit, bcmcrar 
and irtemt of the roontrr attend to the oldence fur and apuost iht 
KU. If iltc bill ihoglJ be lost far waat of attendoncr it weald mt clrar 
th* rlisracjer cf *• r T IlumboW On the other hand it would bold oot 
ih I ide in the p*r-j*l* if India that U was in t m for them to eipeet 
rtdrmi fiheifffii»T«j»crtmEtnlai>d.— Mr U Pwi lh(t*»ht that seen* 
r n H I be d ,»H i r f*fre ati ndaocr a m it « m ef 
f f t r ii *1 erttmi tt » " r flitimn a e Hi lor \i n MS 
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' Uesoluttom agahist Mr Ha^tings^ 

Beside his prosecution of Sir Thomas Rumbold, book v. 
Mr. Dun das pioceeded to urge the legislature to spe- ^ 
cific propositions against Mr Hastings^ and Mr. 1783 . 
Hornby> the presiding members of the other Presi- , 
dencies. Against ]Mi\ Hastings, in particular, ’ he 
preferred a grievous accusation^ grounded on the re- 
cent intelligence of the ruin brought upon the Rajah ^ 
Cheyte Sing. Ott the 30th of May, 1782^ he moved, 
and the House- adopted) the following resolution: 

“ That Warren Hastings, Esq. Governor-General of 
Bengal, and William Hornby, Esq. President of the 
Council of Bombay, having in sundry instances acted 
in a manner repugnant to the honour and pohcy 'of 
this nation, and thereby brought great calamities on 
India, and enormous expenses > on the East India 
Company, it is the duty of the Dii’ectors of the said 
Company to pursue aU legal and effectual means for 
the removal of the said Governor-General and Presi- 
dent from their respective offices^ and to recall them 
to Great Britain.” The Marquis of Rockingham 
was stiU minister , and his party appe^ed to have 
firmly' determined upon the recall of Mr. Hastings. 

The vote of the House of Commons was therefore 
followed by a similar ' proceeding on the part of the 
Directors. But the death of the Marquis,, which 
happened at this critical period, gave courage and 
strength to the friends of that Governor, and in a 
Court of Proprietors of East India Stock on the 31st 
of October, 1782, the order of recall which had been 
made by the Court of Dii’ectors was rescinded by a 
large majority. 

On the 24th of April, 1782, the Chairman of the 
Select Committee presented a series of resolutions, 
which referred to little more than ' two points. Mr. 

Sullivan, who was Chairman of the East India Com- 
pany, had mis-stated a conference held between him 

von. IV. 2 H 
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BOOK V and tertain Members of the House of Commons , and 

CiLif 0 cobsequence hadlxKD, that the relief intended to 
1783 certain persons confined in the common goal at 001 
cuttOi had liecn considerahly delayed: Mr SuUnon 
bad also postponed the transmission of the act of par- 
liament for the remedy of the evild arising fVom 
the^ proceedings of the Supreme Court bf Jodica 
ture ^Ir Sullu'an had, moreover, bound d clerk at 
the India Honse, pecuhorly qnnhfied to give infor- 
mation by an oath of secrecy, from communicating 
evidence to the Select Coramitiee- A senes of reso- 
lutions were, therefore, moved and earned for the 
censure of IMr Sullivan This is the first of the 
points to vrhich the resolutions mo\cd on the part df 
the Select Committee referred The second was the 
conjunct transaction of Mr Hastings and Sir Elyah 
impey, in making the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court head of the Sudder Duannee Adaulut The 
purport of them on this point was, That the depend 
once of the Chief Justice^ created by holdmg emo- 
luments at the pleasure of the executive government, 
was inconsistent with the faithful admimstratiOn of 
justice That the Governor General nnd Chief Jus- 
tice were higlUy culpable in Ibnt transaction And 
that the appointment should be immediately lacstcd 
and annulled To these resolutions were added other 
ti\o The first, ‘ That the powers giien to the Go- 
vernor General and Council by the East India Act of 
1773 , ought to Ik; more distinctly asccrlnincd ** ITic 
second, ” That it will be proper to reduce into one 
act the several acts of parhnmenl made to regulate 
the Cast India Companj nnd Airthcr to explain and 
amend the same and also to make new regulations 
and prorlilons to the same cmk" The w hold of these 
resolutions were earned nnd u|)on there whldi re 
lated to the dependence in Ovher words the corrup 
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tion,, of the Chief Justice, was founded a resolution 
voted on the 3d of May, for an address to the King 
that he, would recall Sfo Elijah Impey to, answer for 
his conduct in that transaction. 7 j. 

The -vote of the Court of Pioprietors, in opposition 
to the recall of Mr. Hastings, was severely reprobated 
by Mr’ Dundas, at the beginning of the next session 
of parliament, when he moved, that all the proceed- 
ings in relation to it should be laid liefore the House , 
and pronounced it an act both dangerous in principle, 
and insulting to the authority of parliament. ^ 

On the 5th of March, ITSSj a petition from the 
United Company of Merchants trading to the East 
Indies was presented to the House of Commons and 
refeiTed to a Committee. It set forth, that having 
paid 300,000/. of the sum exacted of them for 
the benefit of the -public, by the late act, they were 
unable to pay the lOOjOOO/. which remained ; that 
the advances which had already been received by the 
public were made, under mistaken ideas of the 
petitioners’ pecuniary abilities.,” that the aid necessary 
to carry on their afifau's only to the 1st of IMarchp 
1784, would upon the most moderate calculation be 
900,000/, even'll excused the payment of the sum 
of 100,000/., due upon the late agreement , and they 
prayed, that, if re-imbursement be not made to them, 
they be allowed to increase their bond debt, without 
diminishing their dividend, which would, affect their 
credit; that they be not leqlured to share any thing 
with the public, tiU. the increase thus made of their 
bond debts be again wholly reduced ; that the term 
of their, exclusive privileges, a short term being inju- 
rious to their credit, should be enlarged ; and that 
the petitioners be reheved from that share of the ex 
pense attending the seivice of the King’s troops and 
navy which according to the late act they weie 
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BOOK V bound to afford Two acts were passed for tbeit 
^ rcbef the first allowing more time for the payment 
1783 taxes for which they were in arrenr, and 

enabling them to borrow money on their bond, to the 
amoimt of 500,000/ the second act, (the rdief 
granted by the first bang found insuffiaent), accom- 
modated them with a loan 1mm the pubhc to the 
amount of 300,000/ both acts permitting them to 
contmue a dividend of eight per cent, though after 
paying necessaiy expence^ their nxapt fell short of 
timt dividend by a sum of £55,813/ ' iTicy bor- 
rowed money, therefore, to divide among themselves 
to that amount, a smgaiarwny for a trader to keep 
out of debt 

Upon the death of the Marquis of Kodangham, 
the Earl of Shelburne, aftennii^ Marquis of Lans- 
down, became minister and continued m office imm 
the 13th of July. 1782, till the 5th of April, 1783 
At that time, the coahtion of Lord North and hir 
Fox gave existence to the ministry which that ar- 
cumstance has served to designate, and to charac- 
terise 

The former exertions of hlr Dundos in the mves- 
tigntion and adjustment of the nation s Indian affairs, 
were followed up by a bill, T\liich he introduced to 
the House on the 14th of April, 1783 Its principal 
provisions were these That the King should have 
the pon cr of recall o\cr tlic principal servants of the 
Compan) Tliat the Governor General and Council 
of Bengal should Iia\c a controhng power over the 
other prcsidcnacs and tlmt the Governor General 
ihcmid have a power of acting on his own rcsponsi 
bility in op|»o<ition to the opinion of his Couned 
Tliat the Governors at the otlier presidencies should 

• in, rf 3 Ow III C»P ^ ind $1 «ni3 Cofcbctl t I*»rL 
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not have a power of oiiginating any measure, con- 
trary to their Councils, but a power of suspending 
their action by a negative till the opinion of the 
Controling Presidency should be known : ^ That the 
displaced Zemindars should be replaced : That the 
Rajah of Tanjore should be secured in all his present 
possessions. In his speech he repeated his former 
arguments for the recall of Mr. Hastings ; and then 
launched out into the numerous and extraordinary 
circumstances, which pointed out Lord Cornwallis 
as the fittest person in the world for the government 
of India. “ Here there was no bi oken fortune to be 
mended ’ Here was no avarice to be gratified ' Here 
was no beggarly, mushroom kindred to be provided 
for' No crew of hungry followers, gaping to be 
gorged'”^ Leave was given to bring in the biU. 
But Mr. Dundas, who was now in opposition, and of 
course received no encouragement from the ministry, 
did not persevere 

On the 11th of November in the year 1783, a 
new parliament met. In the speech from the throne 
they were informed that definitive treaties of peace 
had been signed, or preliminaries ratified, with the 
courts of France and Spain, with the United States 
of America, , and the States General of the United 
Provinces. They were also informed, that among 
the important objects, the urgency of which had re- 
quired their presence after so short a recess, the afiairs 
and government of India solicited the utmost exer- 
tions of their abilities, and that the frmt was now ex- 
pected of those important inquiries, which had been 
so long and ddigently pursued 

By the treaty of peace with France, Pondicherry 


’ See the acts of 23 Gc'o IH. cap 36 and 39 , and Cobbelt’s Pari, 
lijst xxui. 759 
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BOOK V and Cancol, to both of n'hjch some territory was 
^ annexed, the whole of the possessiona which France 
1783 enjoyed' in Bengal and Onsso at the commencement 
of the war, together witli Mah^, and the power of 
restoring thar factory at Surat, nere conceded to tlic 
French In the treaty with the Dutch, Tnncomalec 
Xvas restored hut Negapatnam was retamed ' 

Tile opjionents of the mimslry, in both houses of 
parliament, proclaimed hloud th^ necessity, occasioned 
by the state of affaii*tf in India, for instant and eflecttifll 
reform They enumerated the abuses which appeared 
to prevail and they called upon, they stimulated, 
and importuned the minister to bnng forward a 
scheme of improvement, and without delay to gra 
tify the impatient expectation of the people. In these 
vehement calls, the voice of IVIr TOlham Pitt was 
distinguished for its loudness and importunity At 
that time it suited him, to desire net only reform, 
but complete reform reform, co^lensivc with the 
cnl, po^le to be removed and the gbod, capable 
effacing attained. He challenged and summoned the 
muuslcr to bring forward n plan, " not of temporary 
palhation or timorous expedients , but vigorous and 
ctToctual suited to the magnitude, the importance, 
and {lie alarming exigency of the case ** Air Fox 
nfTorded Ins adversaries but little lime to complain of 
delay 

Hu plan was dinded into two parts, and intro- 
duced in tno separate bills one having a reference 
to the governing poncr at home Ihu otlicr to the 
adnnnistration in Indio. 

I 1 or constituting on organ of government nt 
home tlic In o existing Courts of Directors and Pro- 
pn( ton of the 1 jist India Company, n ere to he nbo- 
hOicd ns tolallv madequote to the ends of their 
in>titutioii and, in their room, seven commissioners 
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were to be named in the act, that is, chosen by the 
legislature." These commissioners, acting as trustees 
for the Company, were to be invested with fiill pov/ers 
for ordering and, administering the territones, I’eve- 
nues, and commerce of India; and to liave the sole 
power of placing and displacing all persons in the 
service of the Company, wdiether in England or 
abroad. 

The following were the most material of the subor- 
dinate regulations. 

For managing the details of the commerce, but 
subject to the authority and commands of the Supe- 
rior Board, nine assistant Directors were to be named 
by the legislature, being Proprietors, each, of not less 
than 2,000/ of East India capital stock. 

In the superior body, vacancies were to be supplied 
by the King ' in the inferior they were to be supplied 
by the Proprietors, voting by open poll. Removals in 
the superior body were to be pei formed by the King, 
upon the address of either house of parliament ; in 
the inferior, by the same authority, and also by con- 
currence of any five of the Chief Directors, recording 
their reasons. 

For the more speedy and 'effectual repression of 
offences committed in India, the Directors were, 
within twenty -one days after the receipt of any accu- 
sation or charge, to enter upon the examination of it, 
and either punish the offender, or record them reasons 
for not punishing. 

Before any person who had served in India, and 
against whom any charge appeared, should be al- 
lowed to leturn, the Directors weie to make a parti- 
cular inquiry into the circumstances of the charge, 
and to record their reasons for permitting the return. 

Upon knowledge of any dispute subsisting between 
the heads of the diffeient settlements, or between the 
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book V heads and their council^ the Directors were to insti- 
^ tute immediate inqmry, and come to a decision m 
1783. three months, or to record their reasons whj they 
did not 

If the constituted authorities at any of the settle^ 
ments should require the direction or opinion of the 
Directors, they were to give it in three months, or to 
record their reasons for not giving it 

If any iqjury to'any native pnnee should be com- 
plained of, or appear, the Directors were to inquire 
and to moke compensation wherever it was due. 

For pubhaty, one expedient was thought to sidBcc 
that the Directors should once in six months lay 
before the PropnetoTB the state of the comnierce and 
before the commencement of each parhamentaiy 
session should present to the ministers, certain poli- 
tical and commeraol statements, wbidi the minirtcra 
should exhibit to porbament* 

It was provided, tlint no Director or Assistant 
Director, should, while in office hold any place of 
profit under the Company, or any place dunng plea 
sure under the Ring but neither was to bo disqua 
Ufied for retaining a scat in parliamcnL And the 
act was to continue In fonx during four years. 

n Under the second part of the plan, that which 
had for Its object the reform of tlie immediate admi- 
nistration in Indio, no Improvement whatsoever, in 
the order and distnbution of the jiowcrs of govern 
mentjuas attempted ond hardly any thing higher 
wns proposed, than to point out what were deemed 
the pnnapal errors or ddinquencics into which the 
Indian go\cnimcnt had straved, and to forbid them 
in fuluru 

Stncl obothence vins cnjoincil to the commands of 
the Drcclnns Ijccnuse I^Ir Hostings, nhenever o 
strong motive occurred tliMilx^vcd them 
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’’ The councils were forbidden to delegate their bookv. 
powers ; because, in two memorable instances, those 
of his journeys to the Upper Provinces, the Supreme 1783, 
Council had delegated theirs to IVIr. Hastings. 

The regular communication to the councils of all 
correspondence was rendered imperative upon the 
Governor-General and other Presidents, because Mr. 
Hastings, when he had certain objects to serve, had' 
withheld parts of the correspondence. 

Because the other servants of the Company had 
usually united with the governors, in those proceedings 
of theirs, which were most highly condemned, the 
servants were to be rendered less dependant upon the 
governors, by lodging a greater share of the patronage 
in the hands of the commissioners. 

No banyan, or native steward, of any of the prin- 
cipal servant's was to be allowed to rent the revenues ; 
because the banyan of Mr. Hastings had rented them 
to a great amount. Such renting to the banyan was 
declared to be the same thing as renting to the 
master. 

No presents were to be taken even for the use of 
the Company ; because Mr. Hastings had taken pre- 
sents, and skreened himself by giving them up at last ' 
to the Company. 

The abolition was to be ordained of all monopolies ; 
because the Company’s servants in Bengal had been 
the cause of evil, by monopolizing salt, beetel-nut, and" 
tobacco. 

Passing then from the imputed errors in Bengal to 
those at Madras, the bill proposed to enact : 

That no protected or dependant pnnce should re- 
side in the Company’s territory, or rent their lands; 
because the Nabob of Arcot had disturbed the Presi- 
dency^ with intrigues by residing at IMadras, and 
had rented, as was alleged, corruptly, the Madras 
jaghne : ^ 
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BOOK V That BO avil or tailitaiy servant of the Company 
5 °*^ ^ should lend money to such prince,’ rent hia lands, or 
1783, have with him any pecomary transaction because 
the lending of money to the Nabob of Arcot, renting 
his lands, 'and other money transactions between him 
anB the Company s servants, had given nse to many 
inconveniences. * 

As the inaccurate defimtion of the hmits prescribed 
to the control of the Governor General and Coxmcfl 
over the other Presidenaes had been fertile in dis- 
putes, on attempt, but not veij sldlful, was mode to 
remove that deficiency, by enacting that H should 
extend > to all transactions which had a tendency to 
provoke other states to war 

The old prohibition of the extension of territory 
was enforced by forbidding hoatilo entrance upon 
any foreign temtory, except after intclbgencc of such 
hostile preparations, as were considertid senous by a 
nujority of the Council foriiidding alliance with any 
power for dinding between them any ncquiraUe tem 
tory and loans of troops to the native pnnccs except 
ing in all these cases by ollownnce of the Directors 
The project of dodanng the Zemindars, and other 
managers 'of the land revenue hereditary proprietors 
of the land; and the tax fixed and invariable on 
ginally started by Mr rronos and in part proposed 
for enactment in the Jntc bill of Mr Dun^ was 
adopted 

Instead of the rcguIotioD, introduced into the Wn 
of Mr Dundos, that the Governor-General jhmild 
have 0 power of acting upon his own responsibility 
Independent!) of the will of his Council, power was 
only to be given to him ond to the Presidents at the 
other scltlcmcntf, of odjmirnlng or postponing, for a 
limited time the consideration of any question in 
their rcspertire counab 
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A mode was prescribed for adjusting the disputes BOOK. v. 
of the Nabob of Ajccot witli his creditors,- and with 
the Rajah of Tanj ore. ^ 1783, 

All offbnces against -the act were rendered amena- 
ble to the courts of law in England and India. And 
all persons in the service of the Compan}’", in India, or 
in that of any Indian piince, were declared unfit, 
during- the tune of that service, and some succeeding 
time, to hold the situation of a member of the lower 
house of parliament. 

No proceeding of the English government, in 
modern times, has excited a gi’eater, ferment in the 
nation, than these two bills of Mr. Fox. An alarm 
diffused itself, for which the ground was extremely 
scanty, and for which, notwithstanding the industry 
and the art with Which the advantage was improved 
by the opposite party, it is difficult, considering the 
usual apathy of the public on much more important 
occasions, entirely to account. Thechaiacter of Mr. ' 

Fox, who was at that time extremely unpopular, and 
from the itvegularity of his private habits, as well as 
the apparent sacrifice of all principle in his coalition 
with Lord North, was, by a great pait of the nation, 
regarded as a profligate gamester, both in public and 
in private life, contributed largely to the existence of 
the storm, and to the apprehensions of danger fiom 
the additional power which he appeared to be taldng 
into his h&nds.^ In the House of Commons, indeed. 


> To prevent misconc6pnon, it is necessnry to preclude the inference 
lliatl concur in tlie opinion, which I gi\c in the text, as one among the 
causes of a particular eflect In the pm ate character of Mr Fox, 
there w as enough, surely, of the finest qualities, to cast his infimnties 
into the shade And though,' absolutely speaking, I hai e no great ad* 
hiirntion to bestow upon him, either as a speculative, orpraciicaJ, sratrs* 
man , jet when I compare him with the other men, who had figured in 
public life in his country, I can find none xvhom I tlnnk Ins superior, 
none, perhaps. Ins equal 



Ilenis and Dements 


47G 

kX)K V the party of the minister eminently prevailed , and 
^ though every objection which the imaginations of the 
J 753 orators could frame was urged against the measure 
with the utmost possible pertinoaty, vehemence, and 
eeal, the bill passed by a m^onty of more than two 
to one. 

In the mean time opportumty had been found for 
alarming the mind of the Kmg The notion circu- 
lated was, that by vesting the whole patronage of 
India in the hands of hir Fox, 1^ vesting it in a 
board of commissiancr^ under his oppomtment, it 
would be impossible for the King ever to employ, as 
minister, any other man , and the power of hir Fox 
would be rendered absolute over both the King and 
the people Instead of having recourse to the expe- 
dients, which the law had placed in his hands, of dis- 
missing his numsters or even dissolving the parlia- 
ment a clandestine course was adopted, which 
violated the forms of the constitntion Though it 
had often boon declared tlmtthc constitution depended 
on the total exemption of the deliberations in par- 
liament from the impulse of the royal wiD, the King 
employed Lord Temple to inform as many ns he 
thought fit of tlic peers of parbament, that those who 
should vote for the Indian bill, be would tolcc for his 
enemies On the day of the second reading of tlic 
LiU, the minister was left in o minority of seventy- 
mne to eighty seven 

The outcry which was raised against this measure, 
holds n considerable rank among tlic remarkable inci 
dents in the history ofLogiand It was n dodaration 
a vehement declaration, on the part of the King, and 
of the greatest portion of all the leading orders m the 
state, ns wdl ns of the body of the people that the 
Commons House of Parliament, as now constituted 
Is altogether inadequate lo the ends nludi it is meant 
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to fulfil Unless th^t acknowledgment was fully BOOK 
made, the outcry was groundless and impostrous. 

The essence of the change which Mr. Fox proposed 
to introduce consisted in this, and in nothing but this : 

That the Board of Directors should be chosen, not 
by the owners of Company’s stock, but by the JEIouse 
of Commons. 

Surely, if the House of Commons were a fit instru- 
ment of Government, a better choice might be ex- 
pected from the House of Commons than from the 
crowd of East India Proprietors. The foundation 
on which the justice of the clamour had to rest, if any 
justice it contained, was this : that the House of Com- 
mons would act under a fatal subservience to the 
profligate views of the minister. But to suppose 
that the House of Commens would do this in one 
Instance only, not in others, the motive being the 
same ; that they would make a sacrifice of their duty 
to their country, in one of the most ruinous to it of 
almost all instances, while in other instances they 
were sure to perform it Well, would be to adopt the 
language of children, or of that unhappy part of our 
species whose reason is not fit to be their guide. Tf 
the House of Commons is so circumstanced, as to act 
under motives sufficient to ensure a corrupt comphance 
with ministerial views, then, undoubtedly, the House 
of Commons is a bad organ for the election of Indian 
rulers. If it is not, under such motives to betray the 
interests of the country to the views of ministers, then 
it Ls undoubtedly the best instrument of choice which 
the country can afford : Nor is there any thing which 
can render it, eompared with any other electing body, 
which could be formed in the country, unfit for this 
function, which does not, by necessity, imply an equal 
unfitness for all its pecuhar functions If it is im- 
woithy to be trusted with the election of East India 
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Directors, at is still less worthy to be trusted with the 
purse struif^s of the nation , If there would be dang;er 
to the Bntish people in the one case, the danger is 
fiir greater in the other 

An heart felt conviction, that the House of Com 
mons, as now constituted, is totally unworthy 6 f trust, 
announced in the strongest of all possible terms, by 
the Kong, by the pnncipa} part of the anstocracy,iOf 
the wholes in short, of that part of the nation whose, 
interests and ideas ore in the strongest manner hnked 
to monarchical and anstocratical pnvilegcs and dis- 
tinctions, 18 of inhnite importance because- it may 
be so employed os to milkc them ashamed of that op- 
position to reform, wluch, by so many selfish and 
mean considerations, they are m general engaged to 
momtom » ! 

Tlicrc IS but one allegation, whicli appears capable 
of being employed to elude tlio force of tbu deduction 
That the House of Commons would not act un^er a 
profligate suliscrvicnce to the news of a minister, if 
subject only to the influence nliicli was tlicn at tlie 
command of the minister hut^ould be sure to do 
so if subject to all that influence wbidi would be 
created by adding the patronage of India 

Tins allegation, then, rests upon tlic assumption 
Umt the profligate subservience of the House of Com 
mons depends wholly upon tlic degree, more or le* 3 , 
of the matter of influence to which it is exposed If 
tlic quantit) to which it is exposed is sufficiently 
small, it will have no profligate subscmcncj If (he 
quanlit\ to which it u exposed is sufficicnll) great 
its profligate subservience v lU be unlwupdcd Admit 
till'* and IS any thing nccesran. besides, to prove the 
dcftx-lui. constitution of that assembly ^ In taking 
tccuriites against men, in Ihtir individual capacity 
do V Q rest tall fled if onlr small temptations to rnU 
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conduct exist? Does not experience prove, that even book,v, 
small temptations are sufficient, where there is nothing ^ 
to oppose tliera ? ' 1753. 

In the allegation is implied, that the House of 
Commons, as not yet feeling the influence of Indian 
patronage, would, in choosing men for the Board of 
- Direction, have, at that first time, chosen the best 
men possible ; but these men, being the best men pos- 
sible, would have employed the Indian patronage, 
placed in their hands^ to coriiipt the House of Com- 
mons into a profligate subservience to the views of 
the minister. For what cause ? t , ' 

The analysis of the plea might, it is evident, be 
carried to a great extent. But it is by no means 
necessary ; and for the best of reasons ; because the 
parties who joined in predicting the future profligacy 
of the House, universally gave it up The House 
of Commons, they said, is now, is at this instant, 
that corrupt instiaiment, which we contend that the 
patronage of India applied to it in, the way of in-^ 
fluence would make it The House of Commons, 
they maintained, was then at the beck of the mmis- 
ter ; was, even then, in a state of complete subser- 
vience, even for the worst of all purposes, to the 
minister’s views. Mr.- Pitt ^aid, “ Was it not the 
principle, and declared avowal of tins bill, that ,the 
whole system of India government should be placed 
in seven persons, and those under, the immediate 
appointment of no other than the minister himself? 

He appealed to the sense and'candour of the House, 
whether, in 'saying this, he was the least oat -of or- 
der ? Could it be otherwise understood, or inter- 
preted? That these seven men were not to be ap- 
pointed solely by the minister^” * On another occa- 

• Debate on Mr Tox's motion for leave to bnng in bus East India 
bills , Cobbett’s Pari Hist xiui iSlO 
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BOOK V non he said, that he objected to Mr Foxs blU, 
^ “ because it created a neur and enormous mfluence, 
1783 hy vesting m certain nominees of the minister all 
the patronage of the East.” • Mr W Grenville (af- 
terwards Lord Grenville) smd, “ The bill was full of 
blanks, and these blanks were to be filled by that 
House It was talkm^ Ti parliamentary language to 
say, the minister was to fill the blanks and that the 
seven commissioners were the seven nominees of the 
minister Seven commissioners chosen, by parliament 
ostensibly, but m reality by the servants of the Crown, 
were to mvolve m the vortex of their authority, the 
whole treasures of India These, poured forth bke 
an irresistible flood upon this country, would sweep 
away our liberties, and all that we could call our 
own." ’ But if parliament would choose these seven 
commissioners at the beck of the minister what is 
there they would not do at the bciA, of the minister ' 
Thfe conclusion is dmect, obnous, and irresistible 
Upon the solemn averments of these statesmen, the 
question is for ever set at rest. 

At the same time it must be admitted, that the 
bills of Mr Tox, many and celebrated as the men wore 
who united thdr wisdoms to compose them, manifest 
a feeble cflbrt in legislation They nlford a memorable 
lesson because they demonstrate, that the authors of 
them, however celebrated for their skill in speaking, 
were not remarkable for the powers of thought. 1 or 
the right exercise of the powers of government in 
India, not one now security was provided and it 
would not bo voy casyjo prove that any strcnglli 
was added to the old 

I There was nothing in Mr Fox s number Seven, 

• on tt>* I uu oT tb« ulloa CoUku , Psrt Hid hit ST I 

* DfbdomSlr For* nwMlrn « Topni Cobbflti Pul ITut iioi 
tllJ 
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more than in the Company’s number Twenty-Four, book v. 
to ensure good government • And by his change of ^ 
one electing assembly for another, the nation decided, 1783. 
and under the present constitution of the House of 
Commons decided well, that bad would only be im- 
proved into worse 

If such was the nature of the fundamental expe- 
dient, it cannot be imagined that the subsidiaiy ones 
would impart a high degi’ee of merit to the whole. 

If not absolutely nugatory, they were all feeble in 
the highest degree. What usefiil power of publicity, 
for example, was involved in transferring annually 
to the hands of the ministers, a certain portion of 
Indian papers? A proper pohcy being established 
between the minister and his seven directors, they 
could present to parliament every thing which favour- 
ed their own purposes, keep back every thing which 
opposed them; and thence more effectually impose 
upon the nation. It seems, from many parts of the 
bill, to have been the opinion pf its authors, that if 
they only gave their commands to the rulers of India 
to behave well, they would be sure to do so. As if 
there was no channel of corruption but one, it was 
held sufficient, if the directors, while in office, weie 
prohibited from holdmg places of profit under them- 
selves, and places pf profit during pleasure under the 
King. V > ' 

The seven directors, in the case of some of their 
most important decisions, were bound to record then' 
reasons ; a most admirable secuiity where the public 
are to see those reasons : Where they aie to be seen 
only by the parties themselves, and by those who 
have like smister interests with themselves, as in this ' 
case by the minister, they aie obviously no security 
at all! 

Good conduct in any situation depends upon the 

VOL IV, 2 I 
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BOOK V moUres to good conduct, -which operate in that biUiq 
^ tion and upon the chance for intelligence and probityi 

1785 In the indinduals by whom itwfiUed ‘ That* in re 
gardto motives, os well as intelligence, and probity, the 
pubhc had less security for good conduct, in the case 
of the miDistenal commissioners, than in the case of 
Directors chosen by the Company will he fully made 
to, appear when we come to examine the, nature of 
the ministerial board erected by Mr Pitt,/ a board, 
which, m all these particulars, is very nearly, on a 
level (With that of Mr Fox i i 

n Witli n^pird to that part of Uie scheme which 
was mtended to improve the state of administration 
in India, no change in the order and distnbution of 
the powers of government was attempted. Tlic play 
of the mochiQcryi therefore, that Is, the whole ofdts 
old tendency to evil, desenhed by Mr Fox as cnor 
mous,< was to remain tbe same. AD it is endent, 
that, upon this foundation, could lie aimed at, was, 
to palate and m tbe clioice of his palliatn'cs, Mr, 
Fox was not very succcssfuL ^ , 

Mcrcl) to forbid cnl in a few of {the shapes in 
which it had prcnously shown itself, was a slender 
provision for improvement, when the causes of c\il 
rcranmed the same as before Iwth liecausc tlicrc 
were innumerable other shapes winch it might assume, 
and because forbidding, where tlicrc is no cimnee, or 
httlc chance, of harm from disobedience, is futile, as 
0 Immcr ogrunst strong temptations ^ 

To lessen the power of the Chief Ruler in selecting 
the immediate instruments of his government, was 
to for to ensure a w eaV and dislmctcxl administration 
Tlic sure cflect of it was, to lessen the pov\ cr of n 
virtuous ruler m olitaining assistance to good And 
as the co-opcrntion of the inferior «cnnntK in the 
imputed plunder, cmbt/jJcincnt, and oppression was 
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not secured b}' tlie jwwer of the Govei nor-Gencral to BOOK Y. 
promote them ; but by the common interest which ^ 
tlicy had in ilie profits of misiule, his not having- the 1783 . 
power to jiromote them uas no sccuiity ag-ainst a co- 
operation secured by other means. 

In respect to sanctions, on uhich the efficiency of 
every enactment depends, Mr. Fox's bill provided two 
things; chance of icmoval; and prosecution at law ; 
notliing else. In lespect to chance of removal; as 
the effect of the bill was to render the minister abso- 
lute with regard to India, those delinquencies alone, 
which thwarted the views of the mimstei', created any 
danger , those wlncli fell in u itli his views were se- 
cure of protection Fiom prosecution at lavrq under 
tribunals and law s, such as tlie English, a man who 
w'ields, or has .wielded the pov/ers of government, 
has, it is obvious from long expeiichce, veiy little 
to fear. 

It really is, therefore, hardly possible for any -thing 
in the shape of a law for regulating the wffiole'govem- 
ment of a great countiy, to be more nugatory than 
the bin of Mr. Fox - ' ' 

On the great expedient for ensuring the rights' of 
the native subjects, the scheme borrowed from Mr 
Francis, of declaring the* lent of the land unchange- 
able, and the i enters hereditary; wm have' aheady 
made some, and shall hereafter have occasion to make 
other remarks , to show, that it is founded upon 'false 
ideas, and productive of evil rather than good. 

The piohibition of ' monopolies,, and presents, and 
some other mmor I'egulations, were beneficial, as far 
as they went; 

''If this project of a. constitution for^ India proves 
not the existence of a vast portion of intellect, among 
those Fy whom it' was flamed, the objections of those 
wFo had only to ' criticize, not to invent, appear to 

2 I 2 
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book V prove the existence of a still smaller portion among 
^ its opponents Not one of their objections was drawn 
178 i from the real want of merits m the plan from its 
total ineffiaency, as a means, to secure the ends, at 
which it pretended to mm They were all drawn 
from coUflteral circumstances, and, what is more, 
almost all were unfounded 

The danger to the conitituUon, m giving the ap 
pomtment of Directors to the House of Commons 
was the subject of the pnnapal cry But it has been 
shown, that this could have no injunous effect, unless 
the House of Commons were already perverted from 
its supposed ends, and the goodness of the consti 
tution destroyed 

Mucli rbetonc was employed to enforce the ohh 
gation created by the " chartered rights of men ** But 
It '\as justly observed, Tliat the term chartered 
rights of men,” was a phrase full of nffectaticm and 
a^iguity That there were two spedes of charters 
one, where some of the general nghts of mankind 
were cleared or confirmed b> the solemmty of a pub- 
he deed the other, wherc these general nghts were 
limited for the benefit of partreuW persons That 
charters of the last descnption were stnctly and 
essential!) trusts and ought to expire wliencvcr they 
substnntmlly vary from the good of the communit), 
for the benefit of bIucH Uk^ arc supposed to exist 
The loss of the India bill, m the House of Lords, 
lias the signal for the dissolution of the ministry 
At the head of the nen nrrnngtmcnt was placed Ulr 
Pitt On the l4Ui of Jnnunrj 17B4 lie moved for 
leave to bnng In a bill on the offaire of India A 
majont) of the IIoumj of Commons rtiU supported 
his opponent and liis hill iras rejected nfr Fox 
ga\c notice to the House of his intention to bring in 
ft second bill On tlit'lOth of Slorcb Iioucicr par 
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Hament was di'^solvcd ; and in the new House of book v 
Commons the minister obtained a decided majoiity. ^ 
The re-introduction of his India bill could now wait 1784 .. 
Ids coincnicnce. 

'J'lie new ministry had been aided in the tnumph 
obtained over their opponents, by all the powers of 
the East India House, mIio had petitioned against 
the bills of j\Tr Fox, had employed eveiy art to ex- 
cite the public disajiprobation, and had exerted them- 
selves at the geneial election to swell the ministenal 
majonty. The minister owed a grateful retiim The 
Compan 3 '’s sale of teas was a principal' source pf their 
income. It had of late been greatly reduced by the 
poweis of •smuggling. As high price afforded the 
encouragement of smuggling, a suflScient reduction 
would destroy it Any part of the monopoly profit 
would not have been a pleasant sacrifice to the Com- 
pany. The public duties, they thought, were the 
proper source of reduction , and it pleased the minis- 
ter to agi’ee mth them. On the 21st of June, he 
moved a series of resolutions, as the foundation for 
an act, which soon after passed, and is known by 
the name of the Commutation Act The duties on 
tea, about 50 per cent., were reduced to 124- per 
cent. It was estimated that a diminution would 
thence arise of 600,000/. in the public revenue. Un- 
der the style and title of a commutation, an addi- 
tional window tax, calculated at an equal produce, 
was imposed. 

To relieve their pecuniary distress, the Company, 
as we have seen, had applied to parliament for leave 
to boiTow 500,000/., . and for a further aid, after- 
wards, of 300,000/. in exchequer bills. They had 
also prayed for a remission of the duties which they 
owed to the public, to the amount of neaidy a mil- 
lion. They were bound not to accept, without con- 
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BOOK V sent of the Lords of the Treasury, bills drawn on 
CuAf 0 from India, beyond the annual amount of 

178* 300,000/ BiUi however hod 5imred from Ben^l to 

the amount of nearly one million and a half beyond 
■that atnount Tor these distresses some ‘provision 
had been made before the dissolution of the precedifag 
parharaent The minister now introduced a bill, to 
afford a farther rehef m regard to the payment' of 
duties, and to enable Ihem'to accept bills beyond the 
hraits" which former acts of the legislature had pre- 
scribed 

In otlier ptfcunuiry adicnturcs, the Tcceipts upon 
the eapital cmliarkcd arc m proportion to the 
gains If profit ihns I been mode profit is divided 
If no profit, no division 'ilnstead of profit, the East 
India Company had incurred expense to the amount 
-of on enormous debt lb was proposed thnlitho) 
hhould still have a dividend 'though they norc to 
bonw the money which they were to divide, or to 
obtain it, extracted * id the name of taxes^ ' oot of the 
pockets of thefr countrymdn A bill was passed 
which aulhonzed a dividend of eight percent. In 
defence of the measure it was urged, tliat unless the 
dividend was upheld, pnee of India stodk would fall 
But why should the price of India stock more tlian 
the pnee of any tiling else, be upheld bv taxing the 
people? It Was also urged tbafbnt the fault of ilic 
Company, but the pressure arising from the warlike 
stale of the nation, produced their pccumary distress 
If that was a reason, why was not a similar rchtf 
awarded to every man that sullcrcd from that cause? 
The arguments arc without foundation but from 
that time to this thc} have snpported an annual tax 
nlion of the English people, for the conmucncc of 
the parties on whom the government of India depends 
At lost, Mr Pitts bn) for the bctlcr government 
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of ihc nflhiis of the Eost Imlla Company, was again BOOK v. 
inlrotluccd; and, being now supported by a com- ^ 
potent niajoiily, was passed into an act, on the 13tb ns-t. 
of August, 1781 AVith some modification, it was 
the same witli the bill \ibicb the former House of 
Commons bad rejected. 

The Coints of Diroctois and Proprietois remained, 
in form, the same as before. The grand innovation 
consisted, in the election of wliat was called a Board 
of Conti ol. This, togetbciMMtb, 1. The creation of 
a Secret Committee of Diiectois; S A gi'eat dimi- 
nution in tlie poners of the Court of Projirietors ; 

3 A proiision for a disclosuie of the amount of the 
fortunes brought home by individuals who liad been 
placed in offices of trust in India ; 4 The institution 
of a new triliunal for tbfe tiial and punishment of the 
offences liable to be committed in India , constituted 
the distinctive features of this legislative exertion; 
and arc the chief paiticulais, the natuie of which it 
IS incumbent upon the histoiian to disclose. The 
othei pioiisions were either of subordinate efficacy, 
or conesponded with piovisions m the bills of other 
reformers, which have already been re\newed. 

I. The Board of Control was composed of six 
IMembers of the Privy Council, chosen by the King, 
of whom the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and one 
of the principal secrctaiies of state were to be two , 
in the absence of whom, the senior of the remaining 
' four was to preside. In point of fact, the whole busi- 
ness has rested with, that senior; the other commis- 
sioners being seldom called to dehbeiate, or even for 
form’s sake to assemble. The senior is known by^ the 
name of the President of the Board of Control, and 
IS essentially a new Secretary of State ; a secretary 
for the Indian department. Of this pretended Board 
and real Secretary, the Sphere of action extended to 
3 ' 
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BOOKV the T\ hole of the avil and militaiy gorerament, fcx- 
^ erased by the Company but not to their commeraal 
170* transactions. Its duties, rery ill defined, or rather 
not defined at aD, were adumbrated, in the following 
vague and uncertain terms “ From time to time, to 
check, supenntend, and control, aH acts, operations, 
and concerns, which in any wise relate to the anl 
or militarj government, or revenues, of the temto* 
nes and possessions of the said United Company zn 
the East Indies,” All correspondence, relative to the 
government, was to be communicated to the Board , 
including all letters from Indio, os soon as received, and 
all letters, orders, or instructions intended for India, 
before they were sent. The Board was also to be 
fumislied with copies of all proceedings of the Courts 
of Directors and Proprietors and to hove access to 
the Company s papers and records. By one clause 
it irns rendered imporatire on the Court of Directors 
to yield obedience to evoy command of the Board, 
and to send out all orders and instructions to India 
altered and amended at the pleasure of the Board. 
On the second introduction of the bill, when a sure 
nuyonty mode the minister bold a power was added 
h) which in cases of secrecy, and cases of urgency, 
cases of uhich the Boprd itself was to be the judge 
the Board of Control might frame and transmit or- 
ders to Iniha without, the inspection of the Directors 
It was only in the case of a doubt whether the orders 
of the Bonn! of Control related or did not relate to 
things Within the sjiherc of the avil and military 
gmemment that tlic Directors ucrc allowed an ap- 
peal Such a douhttlicy ucrc to refer to the King in 
Council An appeal from the Kings Council to the 
King in Coundl uw an appeal from mcij to them 
itlro ^ 

or tn 0 bodies when one has the right of unlimiteil 
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command, and the other is constrained to Unlimited BOOK v. 
ohedicncc, the latter has no power whatsoever, but just ^ 

as much, or ns little, as the foimer is pleased to al- 1784 -. 
low. Tliis is the relative position of the Board of 
Control, and the East India Comjiany. The powers 
of the Board of Control convert the Company’s Courts 
into agents of its will. The real, the sole goveining 
pow cr of India is the Board of Control, and it only 
makes use of the Court of Diiectors as an instru- 
ment, as a subordinate office, for the management of 
details, and the preparation of business for the cog- 
nizance of the superior pow'er. 

The real nature of the machine cannot be dis- 
puted, though hitherto its movements have been 
generally smooth, and the power is considerable 
which appears to remain in the hands of the Diiec- 
tors The reasons are clear. Whenever there is not 
a strong motive to interfere ivith business of detail, 
there is abvays a strong motive to let it alone. 

There never yet lias been any gi’eat motive to the 
Board of Control to interfere ; and of consequence it 
has given itself little tiouble about the business of 
detail, which has proceeded with little harm, and as 
little benefit, from the existence of that Board So 
long as the Court of Directois remain perfectl}’- sub- 
servient, the superior has nothing further to deshe. 

Of the pow^er which the Directors retain much is inse- 
parable from the management of detail. 

The grand question relates to the effects upon the 
government of India, arising from an authority like 
the Board of Control, acting through such a subor- 
dinate and ministerial instrument as the Court of 
Dfrectors 

If is evident, that, so far as the Directors are left 
to themselves, and the Board of Control abstain from 
the trouble of management, the government of India 
2 
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BOOK V IS lofl to the imperfecUoDS, whaterer they iverc, of 
^ the prtivious condcimicd' ^stem, as if no Board of 
1784 Control were in existence. In that part of the bdsi 
ness, in which' the Board takes a real share, it is still 
to be inquired what chance exists, that better con 
duct will proceed from the Board of Control than 
would have proceeded from the Court of Directors ? > 
Good conduct in public men arises from three 
causes from knowledge or talent from the presence 
of motives to do good and the absence of motives to 
do cviL 11 

I Few men will contend that the lord, or other 
person, whose power, or powerful kinsman 'may re- 
commend him for President of the Board of Control, 
IS more likely to possess knowleilge or talent, tlian 
the Court of Directors. That nhich the practical 
state of the Bntish constitution renders the presiding 
principle m directing the choice of men for offices 
nlicrein much cither of money or poucr is to be cn 
jo)-ed, affords a Toiuch greater chance for ignorance 
than knowledge ' Of all tlio men who receive c<lu 
cation, the men who have the most of parhamentnry 
influence arc the least likely to lm\c any unusual 
portion of talent ’and ns for nppropnntc knowledge, 
or an acquaintance In particular witJi Indian affairs 
it cannot be expected that the Board of Control 
should c\cr, except by n temporary and rare conlm 
gcnc\ be fit to be compared With tlic Court of Dircc 
tors besides, it would have been easy by laiing 
open the direction to men of all descnptions, and 1»> 
other Mmplc expedients, to increase cxcecdmgl) the 
chance for talent m the Court of Directors 

II If the Board of Control then is more likely 
than the Court of Directors to goicrn India well 
the ailrantap^ must an e from its situation in regard 
to motives motives of luo sorts motiics to apph 
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rntion ; nnd inotncs lo piolnly Both tlic Boaid of book v. 

mid the Court ol Director*, arc destitute of ^ 
tliovo inotivob to a degree, and it is a mallei of lyg^.. 
>S()ine meet}’ to mf>kc it appear on ^^lnr]l side the de- 
ficienrv i* most cxtianidman . 

IMolne': to application, on tlie part of the Board of 
Control, can he di^coNeied none. And application, 
uccoidingly, ‘^uch a* descr\es the name, a caieful 
]nn *.nit of know ledge. ^\ ilh incessant meditation of the 
endb and tlie mean^. tlie Ijoaid has not even thought of 
bestowing If i\Ii. Dnndasbe quoted as an objection, 
it is only neccssai> to explain the circumstances of 
the case. 'J'iie mind of Mr. Dundas was actne and 
meddling, and he was caieful to exhibit the appear- 
nnee of a great share in the government of India ; 
hut what w as it, as President of the Board of Con- 
ti ol, that he ever did^ He piescntcd, as anybody 
might have piescntcd, the Companj’s annual budget, 
and he engiosscd an cxliaoidinaiy shave of their 
patronage. But I know'- not any adnee wdiich he 
ever gave, for the government of India, that was* not 
either very obvious, or wrong 

The institution of the Board of Control, as it gave 
no motives to application in the members of that 
-Board, so -it lessened prodigiously the motives to 
apphcation in the Couit of Directors.' Befoie the 
existence of the Board of Control, the undivided re- 
putation of good measures, the undivided ignominy 
of bad,, redounded to the Court of Directors The 
great sanction of public opinion acted upon them 
with undivided energy. Men are most liighly sti- 
mulated to undergo the pains .of labour, when they 
are most sure of reaping the fi uits of labour ; most 
surely discouraged from, labour, when they are least 
sure of reaping its advantages ; but, in taking pains 
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BOOKV to understand the grounds of action, and labonoiisly 
^ to frame measures adapted -to them, the Court of 
J78t Directors, before their subjugation to the Board of 
Control, were sure of reaping the fruits of their la- 
bours m the execution of their schemes. What mo- 
tive, on the other hand, to the Inhonons consider- 
ation of raeasnrei of government, remained, when 
all the fruits of knowledge and of wisdom might be 
rejected hy the mere capnee of the President of the 
Board of Control? 

Sneh is the sort of improvement, a retrograde im 
provement, in respect to knowledge or talent, and 
in respect to application which the expedient of a 
Board of Control introduced into the government of 
India, 

It only remains that wc examine it in relation to 
probity end inquire, whether the men who compose 
it arc subject to the action of stronger or weaker 
motives, to the cxerasc of ofBaal probity, i than the 
Court of Directors. 

There arc two sorts of motives, on which, in re- 
gard to probity, the conduct of every man depends, 
bj the one he is attracted to virtue by the other re- 
pelled from it 

In regard to attracting motives, very little is pro- 
vided to operate cither upon the Board of Control, 
or the Court of Directors, Tlie sanction of pubbe 
opinion tlic credit of good, and the discredit of bad 
conduct, IS one source and it docs not oppotr that 
there is nnj other In the first place, it ought to be 
remembered, as a law of human nature that the 
influence of this sanction is sieakcncd or mon. truly 
annihilated to any important purpose, by divisian 
IVhatcrcr might have been its force, upon cither the 
Board of Control or the Court of Director?, acting 
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alone, it is infinitel}" diminished when they act both book v. 
together, and, by sharing, go far to destroy respon- 
siliihly. 1784., 

For the salutary influence of public opinion, both 
the Board of Control, and the Coiut of Directors, 
arc unfavourably situated ; but it will probably, with- 
out much dispute, be allowed, that the Couit of 
Directors is the least unfavourably situated. So long 
as they acted by theinsches, the Court of Directors 
ueic exposed, -without shelter, to the public eye. 

The President of the Boaid of Control is the mere 
creature of the minister, existing by his will, con- 
founded with the other instruments of his adminis- 
tration, sheltered by his powder, and but little regard- 
ed as the proper object either of independent praise, 
or of independent blame. 

With regard to motives repelling from probit}^ in 
other w^ords, the temptations to improbity, to wdiich 
the Boaid of Control, and the Court of Directoi-s aie 
respectively exposed, tlie following propositions are 
susceptible of proof* That almost all tlie motives of 
the deleterious sort, to which the Coui’t of Directors 
stand exposed, are either the same, or correspond, 

■with those to which the Board of Control is exposed 
That those to which the Court of Directoi’s are ex- 
posed, and the Board of Control is not exposed, are . 
of inconsiderable sti*ength That those to winch the 
Board of Control is exposed, and the Court of Direc- 
tors are not exposed, ai’e of great and uncommon 
strength: And that by the conjunct action of the 
two bodies, the deletenpiis motives of the one do not 
destroy those of the other, but combine -with them, 
and increase the power of the whole 

It is to be observed, that neither the Board of 
Control, nor the Court of Directors have any direcf 
interest in the misgovernment of India Their am- 
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book V bition IS not gratified by the unnecessary wars, nor 
^ their pockets filled by the oppressions ai^d prodigalT 
J704, ties of the Indian rulers. In os for os the Directors 
are proprietors of India stock, and in os for ns good 
government has o tendency to increase the surplus 
produce of Indio, and hence the dividend upon stock, 
the Court of Directors bote an interest in the good 
government of India The Board of Control, as 
such, has necessanl} no such interest in this respect, 
therefore, it is infenor to the Court of Directors 
If exempt from motives of the direct kind, to 
the mi^vemment of India, it remains to inquiro 
what arc the motives of the indirect kind, to the 
action of which the Board of Control, and the Court 
of Directors, ore severally and respectively exposed 
In the first place, wc recognize the love of ease 
an incessant force and for that reason of the most 
potent agency in human afiain Baling the cases in 
whidi the result dcpcods not upon the general qua- 
htics of the species, but the nccidcntol ones of tlio 
individual, this is a motive which it is not easy to 
find other motives suffiaent to oppose which, in 
general therefore prc\oils and over niles. This is 
a motive, to the counteraction of uhich, there is 
scarcely any thing provided in the cn.se citlier of the 
Board of Control or of the Court of Directors ' To 
a great extent therefore, it is mire to govern them 
Providctl things go on in the beaten track without 
ariT unusual fctopjwigc or disturbance, things will very 
niucli be left to llicin. elves 

I ittK howtvrr ns is the application to liusmcss; 
which can ratlonnllr Ik. cx|)octcd from tlic Court of 
Duvetors, till Icvs can be lool ctl for on tlie jmrt of 
tlic Ihiard of Control where nlher Iicrcditary idle 
ness nnil irunmncv will preside or the mind of the 
rre>idtnt will U engros’HMl bv tliosc pursuits and 
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stuiggIo*> on winch the power of the ministr}', or (ho BOOK v. 
ton‘^C({uoncc of ihu individnal, inoic innnctlmtcly do- 
pendi-. Tile ron‘-c<)ucncc certain *, wlicncvcr aver- ivsi. 
sion to the pain and (onstiaint, of lalionr goserns the 
supenntendant. (lie intoic'il of tlie subordinates, in 
evcr\ hinnch, is naturally luir^ued nl the expense of 
the sen ice, or of the ends wdncli it is the intention 
of the son ice to fulfil. 


Bosulc tlic lo\ e of ease, w Inch every wdicre is one 
of the chief causes of inngoveininent ; the motives to 
the alnise of patronage, and to a connivance at delm- 
ijucncy in India, seem almost the only deleterious 
motives, to the operation of which either the Board of 
Control, or the Court of Directors, are e.xposcd. 

In regard to patronage, the conduct of the Court 
of Diicctors will be found to exhibit a degree of ex- 
cellence which other governments have raiely at- 
tained In sending out the youths wdio are destined . 
for tlic different departments of the seivice, the Direc- 
tors have been guided, no doubt, by motives of affec- 
tion and convenience ; hut all youths go out to the 
lowest stations in their rcspectiv’^e departments, and 
can ascend only by degrees. The rule of promotion 
by seniority has sometimes been too rigidly observed ; 
seldom, comparatively, violated by favountism. The 
Diiectors, who send out their relativ^es and con- 


nections, have very often retired from the du’ection, 
before the youths whom they have patronized are of 
sufficient age, or standing in the service, to occupy 
the stations in wffiich the power of producing the 
greater evils is enjoyed. 

But, as the constitution of the Court of Directors 


has prev’^ented any considerable abuse of patronage ; 
so the situation of the Bntish minister, depending as 
he does upon parliamentary interest, creates, it may 
without much fear of contradiction be affirmed, a 
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BOOK \ stronger motive to the nbuse^ of patronage, thftll> 
^ under any other form of gme^ment was ever found 
1781. to exist. In this respect, good government IS far less 
exposed to violation from on institution, such as that 
of the Court of Directors, than an institution such as 
that of the Board of Control.* 

To connivance at d(dmqucncy in Indio, the Dircc 
tors may be supposed to be led by three sorts of 
motives 

1 Inasmuch as they may have been deluKpicnts 
themselves , 

2. Inasmuch as they may send out sons and other 
relatives, whd may profit by delinquency 

3 Inasmuch as ddinqucnts may be proprietors oE 
India stock and hence exert on mflnencc on the 
minds of Directors. 

1 The motive to conmvc at any delinquency, in 

Inch a man is to have no profit, because he himself 
has tonneriy been delinquent in a similar way, must 
be regarded as a*fccblc, if any motive at alL Expe 
nence proves it CUve was not less violent against 
the undue emoluments of the Company s servants, 
because he had dravm them so copiously himself if 
the Court of Directors be inferior m Ibis respect to 
the Board of Control, it must be allowed to be an 
infenontv easily compensated by other advantages 
Besides, if a man must be supposed to sympathise 

• « NMlh mpcct to iho obine of patroamje ” tald Mr WTodbiiti, ia 
hi* fixocD, ^ 18 <y>)co Mr Cnrwen* Uefonn D*ll " on* 

of ilio*e bj lb« inttreiti of ctmouio will Iq reality tnovl inDor 

1 ptrfcotlj a-Tce that Jt b lilewlvi one of which ibo poremmetit pro* 
petly K» ciUrd Uut I* to ist peewm* in the bij^lint cflk«,tro as lilely 
to Le Fojitj ihd frrea their opportunllies more filcly to be polity than 
atiT r^Un Nothinf; can etee^ tbo greetlmei* iKe lelCibneii, ibo 
tivaiiaUe ToradlT, the preflrjnte of all daitm frwnmehtor 

trn ct* that we often ee in pirvint m IurIi tvilloal tutlom ’* Par 
naEomlarr D 1 xle T50 f»T pobl caU u in which tbt speech 
was written at.d prrjmrd t>y the author 



of Pilt^s East Indto Bill. 

wUli (lelinqucTicy, because he has been n delinquent 
hiinsoir, the disposition is pietly nearly the same 
Mliicli leads to delinquency in India and in England; 
and hence a danger fully as great, of finding this 
Ivind of sympathj" at the Board of Control, as in tlie 
Coni L of Directors 

2. The Dlrcctoi*s may send out sons and ncjihcws. 
So may the Scciciniy of State for the India dcpaii- 
incnt, the President of the Board of Conti ol. 

n. East India delinquents may operate on tlie 
minds of Directoi'S through influence in the Court of 
Proprictoi-s East India delinquents may also operate 
on the minds of ministci*s through parliamentary in- 
fluence. And the latter operation, it is believed, will 
certainly appear to be, out of all compaiison, the 
slrongei, and more dangerous operation of the two, 

In 'point of fact, the influence exerted upon the 
Directors through the Court of Proprietors has nevei‘ 
been groat. The Court of Directors have habitually 
govemed the Court of Proprietors ; not the Court of 
Piopnetors, the Court of Directors The Company’s 
servants letui-ned from India have not been remark- 
able for holding many votes in the General Court. 

The powerful operation of mmisteiial support^ ex- 
tends to every man in India, whose fiiends have a 
parliamentary -interest in England. The men who 
have' the' greatest power of doing mischief in India, 
are the men in the highest' stations of the govern- 
ment. These are sure to be generally appointed from 
^ews of ministerial interest And the whole force of 
the motives, whatever they are, which operate’ to 
their appointment, must opeiate likewise to conniv- 
ance at their faults. 

/ In every one of the circumstances, therefore, upon 
which good government depends, the iBoard of Con- 
trol, when examined,- is found to 'be still more de- 
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DOOKV fectiTe; an instrunienf ofjgovfemment, thdn the 
^ Couif oF Directors, the incomf)etencyt of which td 
nMt the ^ht ^Temment of India, hid )been''SO loudly 
and 50 iraiversally proclaimed. '/ ‘ 

What will be said in ita forour is this That the 
Board of Control, and the Court of Directors check 
each othd^ To this efad we must of necessity sup- 
pose, that where the Court 'of Directors may have an 
interest an nnsgovemment, the Board of Control will 
have no such interest, and in that case will not allow 
the Court of Directors to pursue their interest that, 
in hko manner, where the Board of Control i may 
have an-mtercst in misgovcmment^ ;thei(Cdurt of 
Drrcctora will have no sudi interest, and in that case 
win not allow the Board of Centred to pursue, them 
interest • j 

According to this supposed niode of operation, the 
Interests 'of all the gorcmhig piirtles ate defentcdi 
The theory unhappily forgets that there is another 
mode of operation , in which their interests may be 
secured 11113 Is the mode, accoTdingIy,'which stands 
the best chance of bemg preferred i It is a very 
obvious niodc, the One party having leave to pro- 
vide for itself, on condition that it extend to the 
other a similar indulgence 'The motives to mis- 
goVtmmcnt, undd* this plan, are increased by aggre- 
gation, not diminished by counteraction , Sudi arc 
the greater part of the pretended xhecks upon mis- 
goremment, uhidi hove cwir been established in thq 
worid and to this general law, thcJBooltl of Control 
and Court of Directors do not, certainly form an 
exception j 1 

Drerd is still anoUicr circumstance tind one to 
uhleh Uic greatest impartanccjii^dll doubtlos he at- 
tflchwl So long oj the government of; India was 
indcpcndimt of the munistcr, he Jiad no iiilcrtal m 
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resort to the value of 1000 rupees, hut under appeal J 
to the Court of Sudder Duanee Adaulut at Calcutta, 
in all cases which exceeded that amount Even this 1775. 
scheme was dcclaied to be only intermediate, and 
preparatory to an ultimate measuic, accoiding to 
wliicli, while the local management, except in those 
distiicts wliich might be let entire to the Zemindars 
or responsible fai niei s, should be perfoi med by a duan, 
or aumil, a commitiee of levcnue, sitting at the 
Presidency, should form a grand revenue office, and 
supei intend the wdiole collections of the counti’y.^ 

Such ivere tlie alterations adopted in 1773. 

At an eaily period, under the five yeai s’ settlement, 
it w^as perceived, that the farmers of the revenue had 
conti acted for raoic than they weie able to pay 
The collections fell short of the engagements even for 
the first yeai , and the farms had been let upon a pro- 
gi’essivc rent llie Govei nor-General wms now ac- 
cused by his colleagues of having deceived Ins ho- 
noiuable masters by holding up to their hopes a re- 
venue wdiich could not be obtained. He defended 
himself by a plea which had, ’it cannot be denied, 
considerable w eight , It was natural to suppose, tllat 
the natives w ere acquainted v/itli the value of 
the lands, and other sources of the revenue; and 
that a regard to their owm interests would prevent 
them from engaging for moie than those sources 
wmuld afifoid It was contended noth no less justice 
on the other side, that there was a class of persons 
wffio had nothing to lose ; fo whom the handling of 
the revenues, and power over those who paid them, 
though for a single yeai% wms an object of desire , and 
whom, as they had no intention to pay what they 
, promised, the extent of the promise could not restrain. 


1 Sixth Report of the Select Comnuttee, 1781, Appendix, No 1 
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book V The failure of exaggemted hopes was not the only 
^ evil whereof the farm by auction was accused The 
1775. Zenundars through whose agency Ihc revenues of 
the districts had formerly been realised, and whose 
office and authority had generally grown into here- 
ditary possessions, comprising both an estate and a 
magistracy or even a species of sovereignty, wlien 
the territory and jurisdiction were large were either 
thrown out of their possessions or, from an ambi- 
tion to hold the situation which had given opulence 
and rank to their famdies, perhaps for generations, 
they hid for the taxes more than the taxes could 
enable them to pay and reduced themselves by the 
bargam to poverty ond rum Wlum the revenues 
were farmed to the Zemindars, these contractors were 
induced to turn upon the ryots, and others from 
whom tliar collections were leMcd, the same rock 
which was oppbed to themselves When they ^ ere 
farmed to the new adventurer who looked only to a 
temporary profit and who had no interest in the per- 
manent prospentr of a people with whom he had no 
permanent connexion, every species of exaction to 
ivhicli no punishment was nttodicd, or of whicli the 
punishment could bj artifice be evoded, vas to him 
a fountain of gain 

After Ecvcrnl acrimonious debates the Governor- 
general proposed that the separate opinions of the 
Mcmlicrs of the Counal/'on the most eligible jilan for 
levying the taxes of the country , should be sent io Uie 
Court of Directors And on the S8t h of flTn rcli 3775 
a draught, signed by him and Afr liarwcll was pre- 
pared for transmiasion The leading pnnciplc of tins 
proposal was that the several distncls should lie 
farmed on leases for life, or for two joint lives, allowing 
a preference to the /cniindnr as often as liis offer u n'< 
not grcatlv infenor either to that of other candidate*. 
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or the real value of the txixes to he let. The plan BOOK v. 
of the other Members 'of the Council was not yet ^ 
prepared. They contented themselves with some 1776. 
severe reflections upon the impeidections of the ex- 
isting system, an exaggerated representation of the 
evils whicli it was calculated to produce,^ andran 
expresssion of the greatest astonisliment at the in- 
consistency of the Governor-General, in praising and 
defending that system, while he yet recommended 
another, by which it would be wholly suppiessed. 

On the 22d of .Tanuary, Mr. Fiancis enteied 
a voluminous minute, in which he took occasion to 
1 ccord at length his opinions respecting the ancient 
government of the country, and. the means of en- 
suring its fUtuie prosperity Of the measures which 
he iccommended, a plan for lealizing the revenue con- 
stituted the gieatest and most remarkable portion. 

Without much concern about the production of proof, 
he assumed as a basis two things ; first, that the 
opinion was erroneous, which ascribed to the Sove- 
reign the property of the land ; and secondly, that' 
the property in question belonged to the Zemin- 
dars. Upon the Zemindars, as pioprietors, he ac- 
cordingly proposed that a certain land-tax should be 
levied ; that it should be fixed once for all , and held 
as perpetual and invariable. 

This was the principle and essence of his plan , 
and the reasonings by which he supported it were the 
common reasonings which prove the benefit of cer- 
tainty m levying contributions for the use of the 
state. But Mr Francis misapplied a common term 
By ceitamty, in matteis of taxation, is not meant se- 


’ “ In the course of three years more, we think it much to be ap- 
prehended, that the cqntinued operation of this system \mU have reduced 
the country in general to such a state of rum and decay, as no future al- 
teration will be sufficient to retneve ” Extract of a Minute from Genc- 
Tal Clavering, Col, Monson, and IMi. Francis, March 21, 1775 
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Plan proposed Mr Francis 

amt} for ever ngainst increase of taxation Taxes 
raaj be in the highest degree certain, ntad yet hablc 
to be increased at the will of the legislature For 
certainl) it is enough, that under any existing enact- 
ment of the legislature the sum wluch every man 
has to pay should depend upon defimte, cognosablc 
arcumstances The window tax for example, is a 
certain tax, though it may be increased or dimi- 
nished not only at the pleasure of the legislature 
but by altering the number of his u mdows at the 
pleasure of the individual who paj's it By the com 
mon rcasomngs to prove the advantages of certaintv 
in taxes, l\Ir Franas therefore proved nothing at 
all ngainst the power of increasing them The sa- 
cred duty of keeping taxation in general within the 
miTowcst possilile bmit** 'rests upon equally strong, 
hut \cry different grounds 
^Into the fiubordinotc arrangements of the sdicmc 
it belongs not to the present purpose to enter It- is 
onl) necessary to state, that Ah Franas proposed to 
protect the nots from the nHntmry exactions of the 
7x!iniiidars, b} prescribed forms of leases, in India 
1 now 11 b} the name of pottahs Hint ho condemned 
the provmanl counals, and rccommcndctl local su 
jienxm to ‘uipcnntcnd for a time the cxcaitivc 
ns well ns judiaal Inisincss of the coHcdions a hu 
femes-* which hy the arrangements made with tlic 
7(.nundnrs and llic rvot^ he trusted would in a great 
incnsuro vxm perform itself On opium and salt, of 
whuh the monopol) hnd gcncmll} liccn dis|)oscd of 
I)\ coiitnct he jimjMj^cd that go\cnimcnt should con 
lent iti-clf w ilh n duty and terminate n large amount 
of c ijtmg oppressions Iq giving freedom to the 
Inde ‘ 


Tfpo t tit •or'a, •nd Ap|»cndi« Np liafiJn i« *Iip • pnLli 
ft! jlcdOnpfttl Mmaici of lU Cottnior Occeral •ml CcandJ 
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Tliat the rcg'iilatioiis which liad been adopted for BOOK v. 
tlie administration of justice among tlie natives were ^ 
extremely defective, all parties admitted and com- 1776. 
plained That 1 obbery and other crimes so greatly 
prevailed, was owing, in the opinion* of Mr. Francis, 
to the reduction of the authority of the Zemindars. 

These officers had formerly exercised a penal con- 
trol, which iMr Fiancis maintained was fully judicial; 
which had leference, as Mi. Hastings affirmed, to 
nothing hut police. As a cure for tlie existing dis- — 

01 dors, jMr Francis recommended the restoration of 
theii’ ancient powers to the Zemindars, who, in the 
case of robbery and theft, were obliged, under the 
ancient goveinment, to make compensation to the 
party wionged ; and in the case of murders and riots, 
were liable to severe mulcts at the hand of govern- 
ment IMr. Hastings, who judged more wisely what 
effects zemindary jurisdiction had pioduced, or was 
hkely to pioduce, treated this as a remedy which was 
far from adequate to the disease In conjunction 
with Sir Elijah Impey, he formed the draught of a 
bill for an act of parliament, on the subject of the 
civil judicature of Bengal. It was commuriicated to 
the Couilcil on the 29 th of Ma v. 'Tn this plan of 
the Chief Governor and Cliief Judge, it was proposed, 
that in each of the seven divisions, into which, includ- 
ing Chittagong, the country had been already dis- 
tributed, two courts of record jsliould be established ; 
that one should be denominated " The Court of Pro- 
vincial Council;” that it should in each instance con- 
sist of a President and tliree Councillors, chosen by, 
the Governor-General and Council, among the senior 

of Fort William, by Philip Francis, Esq For the meaning of the terms 
Zemindar and Ryot, see 1 271 , and for the interest which tiie Zentmdar 
had m the land, see the considerations adduced on the introduction of 
the zemindary system during the administration of Lord Cornwallis 
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book V sciranta of the Company and hare stimmnry jima 
Ceat 3 diction in all pecuniary siuts irhich regarded the 
1776 Company, either directly, or through the medium of 
any person mdebted to them or employed in their bct' 
vice that the other of these courts should be called 
the Adaulut Dewanny ZiUajaut should consist of 
one judge, chosen, for his knowledge in the language 
and constitutions of the country, by the Governor 
and Council, from among the senior servants of the 
Company and should have jurisdiction in cases of 
trespass or damage, rents, debts, and m general of all 
plpas real, personal, or mixed, belonging to parties 
different from thoa included in the jurisdiction of the 
Courts of Provincial CounoL In this draught no 
provision was made for the cnmlnal branch of judi 
cature among tlie natives, which had been remitted 
to the nominal government of tlie Nabob, and exer- 
cised under the supcnntcndcDce of I^Iahomcd Rcra 
Khan * 

Early in Non ember, 1776, Colonel Monson died 
and ns there remained in the Coundl after that event, 
only the Governor General nnd Mr BarwcH on the 
pne part, with General Clavenng and J^Ir Francis on 
the other, the casting vote of the Governor General 
tamed the balance on hvs side, nnd restored to lum 
(he direction of government. 

tho consultation of the 1st of November he had 
entered a minute m which he proposed, os n founda- 
tion for new modcllmg the plan of collection, that an 
inNcstigntioD should be instituted for ascertaining the 
actual state of the sources of revenue, particulnrlj of 
that great nnd pnncipol source tlic lands. As the 
mode of Idling by auction uhich hod produced in 

* Triocn * Murti# otaapn tl>e Bnirt^hi of UtMir » B<ll 
n^pfri, otiojTi Arptodu No. 13 
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Jlevcfiuc I//quin/ pjoposed 

convcnieticc, was meant to be discontinued, and the ^OOK v. 
mode of letting by valuation to be adopted in its ^ 
stead, the Governor-General was of opinion, that as 1776. 
accuiate ,a knowledge as possible of the subject of 
valuation ouglit first to be obtained He proposed 
that this mquiiy should be assigned as an exclusive 
duty to particular agents *, that two covenanted ser- 
vants of tlie Company should be cliosen, with an ade- 
quate appointment of native officers ; and that their 
business should be to collect the acebunts of the Ze- 
mindars, the farmers, and ryots, to obtam such infor- 
mation as the Pi oidncial Councils could impart; to 
depute, when expedient, native officeis, into the dis- 
tricts for the purpose of inquiry; and to aiiange and 
digest the accumulated materials The use of this 
knowledge would be to assess the lands in pioportion 
to tlieir value, and to protect the ryots, by equitable 
agreements, or pottahs, imposed upon the Zemindam. - 
The Governor-General finally proposed, for the sake 
as he said of dispatch, that all oiders issued fiom the 
office, in execution of such measures as had leceived 
the sanction of the Board, should 'lie written in his 
name ; and that the control of the office should be 
confided to his care. 

'-^As every proposal made by the Governor-General 
was an object of attack to the opposite side of the 
' Board, this measure mtioduced as usual a long train 
of debate and altercation Mr. Francis objected, 

1. That the inquiry proposedTwas altogether useless; 
as a rate of impost, extracting from the lands their ut- 
most value, would be cruel to the people, and rumous 
to the state , whde, undei a moderate assessment, 
drsproportion between the rate and the value was 
woi thy of httle regard , 2. That if an accurate va- 
luation were useful, it ought to have been obtained 
through the Committee of Circuit, by whom the 
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BOOK \ lands were let at auction, for the professed purpose of 
^ ascertaining their highest value 3 That the inquiry 
1776 would be imavaihng because the Zemindars farmers, 
and ryots would not give true accounts 4 That if 
real accounts were capable of bang obtained, tlic} 
would be so voluminous, intricate, and defective, as 
to predude the possibibty of drawing from tlicm any 
accurate condusion 5 That a loluation of land 
if accurately obtained, is on)y true for one particular 
year, not for any future one and 6 That v/ith re 
gard to the ryots, while the proposed pottalis were 
ill-cnlculated to nflbrd them protection, the interest 
of the Zemindars, if their lands were restored under a 
moderate and invnnable tax would yield the liest se- 
cunty to the husbandman from nliosc exertion* the 
value of the land arose A funous minute was cn 
tered I»y General Clovcnng in nhich he nmugned 
the measure ns an attempt to wrest from the Council 
' the ordering mnnagement, and govemment of the 
tcmtonal acquisitions,” and as an illegal usurpation 
of the powers that were icstcd cxclusiicly in the 
Board ' This nccusotion uas founded upon the pro- 
jwisal about the letters and the control of the ofEco 
\nd it IS rcmarkalilc, that, knowing the jeolousi n ith 
vhich nni proposal of a new power to himself would 
he \itacd hi the hostile pnrt> and the imputations 
to uIulH it would gi\c birth the Goiemor General 
should liare cnilmrmsscd hw scheme with a condition 
umdious nnd not essential to its CNccution riiat 
the objections were frivolous or inmlid it is cn<} to 
perceive Tliough the incqunhtjcs of some taxes re- 
dress thcmseUcs in time it is a nuscliioious notion 
that inctpnht) in the imposing of taxes is not an 
wil 1 \ cry inequulitr in the case of n )!nr imposition 
ts an net of oppression and injustice And Ilnstings 
rhcttcd lliat in the caj-c of Indio where the loud 
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ihi’ pt luipum. 

linliU’r jiriul iiinc-tontljs ofthc pniducc of tlie land to book v 
"ovcnnncnt, inequality miixhl ]).'ndnce tlic inoslcuicl 
o])j)re«Mon IT the Connnittoe of Ciicnit had fallen 
‘ihoit of pionnini^ an aenn ate knowledge of the 
‘50111 res of the icicnnc. lliat rould l)c no icnson why 
better infoiination sliould not he obtained Though 
it ^^as nclinow lodged, that inquiry would 1)C ditTicult. 
and its lesulls dcfectnc, it is ne\cr to be admitted 
that, whcie pcrd'rt knowledge cannot be obtained, 
knowledge, though impel feet, is of no advantage. Jf 
it wcic allowed, as it was not. tliat tlic intciest of the 
Zemindaib would have been such, upon tlie plan of 
I\Ir. Francis, as '\ir. Francis supjiosed, it is not tiuc 
that men will be governed by their leal interests, 

W'lieie it lb certain that they aie incapable of under- 
standing those inteiGsts; where those inteiests are 
distant and speak only to the judgment, while they 
are opposed liy otheis tliat opeiate immediately upon 
the passions and the senses. As thp Goveimor-Ge- 
iieral had not proposed that letters fiom the office 
issued in Ins name should i elate to auy thing but ser- 
vices which had i ecciv'ed the sanction of the Council, 
he insisted that they no more implied an usinpation 
of the povveis of the Council than the letteis vviitten 
111 his own name, in the discliarge of liis function, by 
any officer who wms v^ested wnth a trust The per- 
nicious purposes to wdiicli it was m vague and gene- 
ral terms affirmed that such a power might be con- 
verted, it is not easy to understand. And the odium 
winch it wms attempted to cast upon the inquiry, by - 
representing it as a prepaiation for exacting the ut- 
most possible revenue from the lands, and dispossessing 
the Zemindars, Hastings' answered, and sufficiently, 
by a solemn declaration, that no such intention was 
eiitei tamed 

By the ascendancy, now restored to the Governor- 

3 



12 Quinquennial Leaset expire 

BOOK V General, tlie office wns established Orders were 
® transmitted to the Provincial Councils and native 
1777 officers, called aumeens, were sent to collect accounts, 
and to obtain information in the districts. The first 
incidents which occurred were complaints against 
those aoineens, for injunons treatment of the inha 
bitants and the opposing party were careful to 
place these accusations in tlie strongest possible light. 
From the aumeens, on the otlier hand, accounts ar* 
nved of frequent refusal on the part of the 2 ^ 0 - 
raindany agents, and others to aflord information 
or even to show their accounts 

The five years leases expired in April 1777 and 
the month of July of that year hod arrived before any 
plan for the current and future )cara had yet been 
determined By acknowledgement of aH parlies, the 
country had been so gnevously o\cr taxed, 05 to have 
liecn altogether unable to carry up its payments to 
the level of tJic taxation According to the state ( 
raent of the Accountant Gcncml dated the 12th of \ 
Jul) 1777t the remissions upon the fi\e years’ leases ] 
amounted to 118 lacs 79,576 rupees and the balances, I 
of which the greater part were wholly irrecoverable 
amounted to 129 lacs 26 910 rupees. In his minute, 
on the office of inquuy, Mr Bnnvcll c.xprcssly de- 
clared that the "impovcnshcd state of the country 
loudly pleaded for a reduction of the revenue ns nb- 
s^jlutcl) requisite fonts future n'clforc In the mean 
time dupatclics nmred by which it was dednred, 
timl the Court of Directors, after considering the 
plans, both that of the Go\cmor General for letting 

(IworJ Tapirnoath) in hji rilnnbW JVlmtrt* on iK* 
JlrrrtumiHTVo^ (iatn) Jane peurted Ifl ibe Appeodji, Ko 1, 
loUienrtI R p<'ncirili« Cwnuniticr on lodM ACdn in irUD, lhat ^ ibe 
eetiletncnt of ITT" bff>rr tlie ei|Mr«tKFn of the Ictofi mjttd be le- 
btttd DO «b«e tipoa lU onpDol term ** 
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tlic lands on leases for lircs, and that of Mr. Francis BOOK v. 
for establishing a fixed, invariable rent, “ did, for 
man}’- weighty reasons, think it not then adviseable to 1777. 
adopt either of those modes,” but directed that the 
lands should be let for one year on the most advan- 
tageous terms; that the way of auction, however, 
should no moie be used; that a piefcrcnce should al- 
w^ays be given to natives resident on the spot ; and 
that no European, or the banyan of any European, 
should have any share in farming the revenues. On 
the 15th of .Tul}’’ it -was determined that the following 
plan should be adopted for the year ; that the lands 
should be oflered to the old Zemindars on the rent- 
roll or assessment of the last year, or upon a new es- 
timate formed by the Provincial Council; that for 
such lands as should not in this manner find a renter, 
the Piovincial Councils should receive sealed propo- 
sals by advertisement ; that the salt farms should be 
let upon sealed proposals, a preference being given to 
the Zemindar or farnrer of the lands on wliich the 
salt was made ; that security should not be asked of 
the Zemindars, but a part of tlieir lands be sold to 
discharge their Iralances. Mr. Francis objected to 
the rent-roll of last year as too high ; and hlr. Hast- 
ings admitted the justice of the observation with re- - 
gaid to a pai’t of the lands, where abatement would 
berequiied, but thought it good, ih the fii’st in- 
stance, to try in how many cases the high rent, for 
which pel sons were found to engage, would be re- 
garded as not more than the taxes would enable them 
to pay. Instead of sealed proposals, which he justly 
denommated a virtual auction, Mr Francis recom- 
mended a settlement by the Provincial Councils 
And he ivished the manufacture of salt to be left to 
the holder or renter of the4ands where it was made , 
the goveinment requning nothing but a dut}% With 

6 
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jSinttQn c€u$urt the Office of Inquiry 

book V these proposals the Gorernor General signified no dis- 
^ position to comply but, after fresh comninnda from 
3777 England, the average of the collections of the three 
preceding } ears was mode the basis of the new en 
gagcments. 

In their letter of the 4th of Jul^, 1777, the Di 
rectors made the folloiviug severe reflections on the 
institution of the Office of inquiry, and the separate 
authority n Inch the Governor General had taken to 
^ lumself “ Our surprise and concern uere great on 
finding h} our Governor-Generals minute 'of Ist No- 
vember 1776 that after more than seven years i in 
1 estigation informabon is still go incomplete, as to 
render anotlier innovation still more extraordinary 
than any of the former, absolutely ncccssorv in order 
to the formation of a new settlement In 1769, su 
pcrvisors were appointed professedly to investigate 
tlic subject In 1770 controhng counali of rc\*cnuc 
were instituted In 1772, tlic office of Naih Duail 
nas abolished, natives were discarded and a Com 
mittoc of Circuit formed who, uc T\crc told pre 
cisoly and distinctly ascertained vvhat was necessary 
to be known And now, m 1777, tuo junior scr 
vTinls, with the assistance of a few natives, are cm 
ployed to collect and digest matcnals, ^vhich have 
already undergone tlie collection inspection and re- 
vision, of so many of our servants of all denonnna 
tions. — We should have hoped that wlien you knew 
our sentiments respecting the conduct of our Intc nd 
ministration in delegating separate powers to their 
President, it would have been sufficient to jircvcnt us 
further trouble on such ocennons hut, to our con 
cem, we find, that no sooner was our Council re- 
duced by the death of Colonel itlonson to a number 
which rendered the Presidents casting vote of con 
sequence to him, than he cxcrascd it to invest him 



-y o ’ 

«clf itii an improper degree of power in the busi- v 

ness of the revenue, which he could never liave ex- 

pected from other authoiity.”' ' 1777. 

Tlie same mode of settlement was renewed from 
yeai to year, till 1781; vlicn a plan destined for 
permanence was adopted and employed " 

^^''hon hlr. Hastings was m the deepest depression, 
undei the ascendancy of his opponents, a gentleman, 
of the name of Maclcane, departed for England, and 
was enti listed vith a vaiicty of confidential affairs, 
as the pn\ ate agent of the Govcrnor-Geneial For 
the measures adopted against the Ptohillas, Hastings 
had been censured by tlie Coui ts of both Duectois 
and Propiictors . And the Court of Directors had re- ' 
solved to address the King for Ins removal. Upon 
this scveic proceduie, a Court of Proprietors was 
again convened; a majoiity of wliom apjieared averse 
to carry the condemnation to so great an extent , and 
voted, that the lesolution of the Diiectors should be 
reconsideied. The business lemained in suspense 
for some months, v hen iMr Blacleane informed the ’ 

Court of Dll ectors, tliat lie was empowered to tender , 
the resignation of Mr. Hastings. If he resigned, a 
mei e majority of tlie Propnetors, ivho appealed to be 
on his side, could lestoie him to the service. If he 
was dismissed, a mere majonty would not be suffi- 
cient. - In the letters by which the authonty of 
jMi Macleane was conveyed, confidential commu- 
nications upon other subjects were contained. On 
this , account he lepresented the impossibility of 
his impaiting them openly to the Court, but pro- 
posed, if they would appoint a confidential Committee 


1 Sixth Report, ut supra, Appendix, No 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 Mi- 
nutes of the Governor-General and Cotincil of Fort William, by Philip 
Francis, Esq 

2 Fifth Report of the Committee of Indian Affairs, 1812, p 8 
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Mr Ijattingi fJjtoirni An Agfnf 

BOOK V of Directors, to commumcntc to them whE 
^ cessary for thear satisfaction The Chair 
1777 Chairman, and another Director wer 

They reported, that they had seen Mr I 
instructions in his own hand writing , anc 
authority of Mr Mncleane, for the prop 
ceeding was dear and sirfEcient Mr "V 
and Mr Stewart, both in the intimate frien 
confidence of Mr Hastings, ga\e evidence 
rections, perfectly correspondent to this vn 
thont), hod been given in tlieir presence 
Chairmen alone concurred ra the report. ^ 
Director regarded not the authority as si 
prpvcd The directors proceeded upon th 
Tlic resignation w'as formally accepted A' 
cessor to Mr Hastings was chovn Mr 
WAS named, presented to the King for 1 
bation and accepted. General Clarenng, 
Member of the Council, mis empowered t 
the choir till Mr Whcler should oirive. A 
19th of June 1777 intelligence of these pr 
was received in BengaL 

A scene of confusion, well cnlculated t 
the most fatal consequences, ensued Mr 
who now possessed the poner of the Cound 
to ackno\s\cd^e the authont) of his agent 
dared his resolution not to resign General ' 
daimcd the oUnbutes of supremacy and s 
tlic ISIcnibcrs of Council to assemble unde 
spices iMr Harwell attended upon the bu 
tlic one andiSIr Trancis upon that of the ol 
tno jmrties, each claiming the supreme 1 
were now seen in action one against tlic ot 
aj>|K?al to arms appeared, in these circumsti 
onlr modiuiii of decision and Mr Uniting 
hi resolution to stand the result Tlic otl 
/ 



Mortifies his Oppohents. 

it is i^robiible, felt their influence inferior to his. At BOOK 

any rate they declined tlie desperate extremityvof a ^ 

civil war ; and finally offered to abide the award of 177' 
the Supreme Court. The judges decided that Mr. 
Hastings had not vacated his* 9:ffice This transac- 
tion was afterwaids made the subject of a chai’gO - ^ 
against liim by those who moved for his impeach- 
ment , but he accused the Directors of rashness and 
injustice, in taking such important steps upon evi- 
dence which lie affirmed would have been held, in a 
court of justice, insufficient to maintain a decision for 
the transference of an article of property of the 
smallest amount ^ 

The power recoveied by the Governor-General, and 
thus strenuously retained, was exhibited in other 
tnumphs, of slender importance. One of the first 
mortifications to which he had been subjected upon 
the arrival of the hostile councillors, w'^as the recall 
of his agent, Mr Middleton, fiom the office of resi- 
dent with the Nabob of Oude It was now Ins rtimC 
to retort the ilmmihation ; and' on the 2d of December, 

1776, he moved in Council, “ that Mr. Bristow 
should be recalled from the Court of the Nabob of 
Oude, and that Mr. hliddleton be restored to the 
office of resident ” So far from imputing any blame ^ 
to Mr Bristow, the Governor-General acknowledged, ' 
that lie had commanded his esteem. As the ground 
of his proceeding, he stated that Mr. Middleton had 
been removed from his -office withont allegation df 
fault , that he had a greater confidence in Mr" Mid- 
dleton than in Mr. Bristow, and as the respon- 
sibility was laid upon him^ it was but just that liis 
agents should be chosen by liimself. The measure 

1 Ninth Report, Select Committee, 1783, and Appendix, No 107, 

A08, 109, 112,113,114, 115, See also the Charges,-No. 9, and the 
Answer of Mr Hastings. 

VOL. IV. 
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The Directon disapprove 

BOOK.V vehemently opposed by Gleneral davenng anti '" 
^ ftir Franoff the usual violence of altercation ensued ) 
JY 77 Mr Middleton was oppomted, and hir Bnstowl 
recalled 

The part taken by Mr Josepli Tonke m bringing 
fonvard the facts, whence imputations had beeh 
drawn upon the Governor General himself, had ex 
cited a resentment, which, having formerly appeared 
only m bitter and contemptuous expressions, was now 
made manifest m acts. The son of that gentleman, 
Mr "Francis Fowke, had, on the 16th of August, 
1775, been appomted by the Council, against the 
voice of the Governor General, to proceed on a 
speaea of embassy to the new dependant of the 
Company, the Riyoh of Benares. On the same day 
on which the Governor General moved for the recall 
of Mr Bnstow, he moved for that of hlr Fnmas 
Fowke, which also, after strong opposition was 
earned by his own casting vote hir Fowke was 
lulled, and his commission annulled, on the express 
declaration, that ** the purposes thereof had been ac 
comphshed ” On the 22d of the same month, a 
letter of the Governor-General and Council n*as 
wntten to the Court of Directors, m which the recall 
^fMr Fowke was reported, and in which it mis 
stated that the commission with which he had been 
in\ ested was annulled, because the purposes for n Inch 
it had been created were “ fully accomplished " Ou 
the very day after the date of tliis dispatch the 
Governor-General moved in Council and n baton cr 
he moved was sure of acceptance, timt n avil sen ant 
of the Company, with an assistant, should be op 
poinled to redde at Benares ' 

Upon both of these transactions, the Directors pro- 
nounced condemnation In their general letter to 
Bengal of Ihe 4th of July, 1777, thc> say, “ Upon 
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the Meamics of Hastings 

the most careful perusal of your proceedings of the BOOK V. 
2d of December, 1776, relative to the recall of Mr^ 

Bristow from the court of the Nabob of Oude, and 1777. 
the appointment of i\Ir. Nathaniel Middleton to that ' 
station, we must declare oui strongest disappiobation 
of the whole of that transaction. And theiefoie 
direct, that iMi . Bnstow do forthwith return to his 
station of lesident at Oude,>from which he has been 
so impropeily removed.” And in their letter of the 
30th of January, 17Y8, “ You inform us,” they said, 

“ in your secret letter of Decembei, 1776, that the 
pin poses for which Mr. Francis Fowke was appoint- 
ed to proceed to Benares, lieing fully accomplished, 
you had annulled Ins commission, and ordered him to 
the Presidency. But it appears b3’^-your letter of the 
6th of January, 1777, that, in Jess -than twenty days 
you thought proper to appoint Mr. Thomas Graham 
to reside at Benares, and Mr Daniel Octavus Bar- 
well to be his assistant. If it were -possible to sup- 
pose that a saving" to the Company had been your 
motive for annulling Mr. Fowke’s commission, we 
should have approved your proceedings But when 
we find two persons appointed immediately after- 
wards, with two salaries, to execute an office which 
had been filled mth reputation by Mr. Fowke alone, 
we must be of opinion that Mr. Fowke was removed 
without just cause : ^d ther^re ffirect that J\Ir. 

Francis Fowke be immediately re-instated in his 
office of resident and post-master at Benares.^’" 

On the '20th of Julj^ 1777, the commands of the 
Court of Directors, with regaid to Mr. Fowke, came 
under the deliberation of the Governor and Council,- 
when Mr. Hastings moved that the execution of these 
commands should be suspended. A comphance with 
them, he said, would be adequate ” (meaning equi- 
valent) “ tp his own resignation of the sendee, be- 

c 2 



20 Conlroul the 'Nizamui 

boOKV cause it woul3 inflict sudi a wound on his authority, 
^ as it could not survive.** He also alleged that m 
1 Y 78 telligence might daily be expected from England of 
resolutions ^hich would deadc upon his situation m 
the service and, notmthstanding the opposition of 
one half of the Council, he decided, by his casting 
S^ote, that Mr Fowke, m spite of the command of 
jthc Directors, should not be replaced* 

On the 27th of May, 177fl, the Conrt of Directors 
wnte, “ We have read with astonishment your formal 
resolution to suspend the execution of our orders 
relative to Mr Francis Fowke. Your proceedings at 
large are now before us. We shall take such mca 
sures os appear necessary for prcscrvmg the authority 
of the Court of Directors, and for prmcntmg such 
instances of direct and wilful disobedience in our 
servants m time to come At present wc repeat the 
commands contomed in the sixty sc\ enth paragraph 
of our letter of the 30th Januarv, J778 and direct 
that they bc^camed into immediate exccntion ** ^ 

I Tlie place rendered >acant in the Council, by the 
death of Colonel Monson bad been supphed, by the 
appointment of Ylidcr, who commonly voted with 
Francis , liut as General Clavcnng died in tlic end of 
the month of August, 1777, the decisions of the 
Counal ucrc still, by lus own casting vote, at the 
command of the Governor Gcueral 

Another of tlic trausactious, uhich, dunug the 
asccndanc) of his opponents, had most deeply offend 
cd the Governor General, was the subversion of Ins 
rc^pdations respecting the goicrnment and house 
hold of the Nal»b iVs this however, liad obtained 
the sanction of the Court of Directors and tlic ap- 

‘ The rnipwl doctrmwti rfjp«tiop ihwa tr*in*ctIooi m»y bo fomUl 
in ill* Apf>eTjdii to ill* nftli IlMwrtof ibe Sflccl CtmmJtleo, I78I } 00 1 
h tlw Minotw of ETUeocccBiu.0 Trial cfNf litjllcjf 
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givicn to Mxinny the Begiim^ 

pointment of Mahomed Reza Klian in particular had 
met with their specific approbation, some colour for 
reversing these measures was very much to be de- 
siied. The period, at which the Nabob would come 
of age, was approaching. In the secret consultations 
on the 23d of July, 1778, the Governor-General de- 
sired that a letter from the Nabob Blubarek nl Dowla 
might be lead. In tliis letter the Nabob stated that 
he had now, by the favour of God, amved at that 
stage of life, his twentieth year, when the laws of his 
coimtr}’’ assigned to him the management of his own 
affairs , he complained of the severity witli which he 
had been treated by Mahomed Reza Khan ; and 
prayed that he might be relieved from this state of 
degi’ading tutelage, and allowed to assume the admi- 
nistration of liis omi government and affau’s. 

Mr. AVheler and ]\Ir, Francis maintained, that it 
Avas not competent for the delegated government of 
India to subvert a regulation of so much importance, 
which had been directly confirmed by ,the Court of 
Directors; and that the requisition of the Nabob 
should be transmitted to England for the determina- 
tion of the superior power. Mr. Hastings and Mr 
Barwell insisted that justice admitted of no delay'. 
It is remarkable, how these contending parties in India 
could reverse their pleas, as often as their interests 
required that different aspects of the same cu’cum- 
stances should be held up to view. In 1775, wfien 
the party in opposition to the Gnyernor-General 
meant to alter the regulations which he had formed, 
they represented it as then’ object, to recover the 
country government from the state of feebleness and 
insignificance, to which it waS Mr. Hastings’s avowed 
policy to reduce it ” The Governor-General, in op- 
position to the^e pretences, declared, that all the 
arts of policy cannot conceal the power by which 
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22 Controul of the tTitamut 

these provinces are ruled nor can all the arts of 
CsafS sophistry avail to transfer the responsibihty of them 
' jy 76 to the Nabob when it is as visible ns the light of the 
sun, that they originate from our own government 
that the Nabob is a mere pageant, without the 
shadow of authority, and even his most consequential 
agents receive their appomtment from the recom 
mendation of the Company, and the express noraina 
tion of then* servants ” * Notwithstanding these re- 
cord*^ sentiments, the Governor General could now 
dednre “ The Nabob r demands are grounded on 
positive rights, which will not admit of discussion 
He lias an mcontestable right to the management of 
h^ own household He has an incontestable nght 
to the Nizamut it is his by inhcntance the depen 
dants of the Nizamut Adaolut, and of the Foiizdary* 
have been repeatedly declared by the Company, and 
by this government, to appertain to the Nizaraut* 
For these reasons I am of opmion that the requisitions 
contained in (he Nabobs letter ought to be comphed 
With * In the eagerness of his passions, the Go- 
Tcmor-Gencral, by asserting tlic incontestable right 
of the Nabob to aH the powers of the Nizamut, 
(mnsferred a great part of the government Under 
the Mogul constitution, the government of the pro- 
*\nnccs consisted of two parts the Dewance or col 
lection of the revenues, and the ndmunstration of the 
pnnapal branches of the avil department of justice 
nnd the Nizamut or the mihtnrj branch of the go- 
vernment, with the supcnntendnncc of the criminal 
department of judicature And of these the Den once 
nos subordinate to the Niznmut In tins exalted 


> srmuw of Ibo Coremor-Ctuml on the Till Die. 177^ riftt Rf- 
ctiBpra,p.Ct indAfp No 0 

• 3 ib Mutt, l 7 Ta HWi Rtpert p 25 Arp 

\Dt(V) ^ ^ 



23 


given to Minini/ the Begum, ' 

caj}acity, it was never meant to recognise the Nabob; BOOK v. 
and the language exhibits a useful specimen of the 
sort of arguments, to serve a purpose, which vague 1778, 
and imperfect notions of Indian policy have enabled 
those who were interested always to employ.^ 


1 At the time, \\ hen Nuncomar accused Mr Hastings, an indictment 
fnr a conspiracy i\as brought against him, Roy Radachurn, and others 
Roy Radachurn was the Vaheel of the Bengal Nabob, and claimed the 
pmilegc of an ambassador To bnng him under the poaer of the Court, 
It was tliought necessary to prove that lug master was in no respect a 
Prince For this purpose Mr. Hastings made an affidant, that ho and 
his Counal, in 1772, had appointed Munny Begum, and all her subor- 
dinates , that they had appointed courts of laws, both cml and criminal, 
b} their own authority, and without consulting the Nabob, that “ the 
civil courts were made solely dependant on the Presidency of Calcutta, 
and tliat the said criminal courts were put under the inspection and 
control of the Company’s servants, although ostensibly under the name of 
the Nazim , and that the revenues were exclusively in the hands of the 
Company ” Tlie inference was, that not a particle of sovereign power 
belonged to the Nabob. Aflidav its to the same purpose were made by 
Mr George Vansittart and hlr Lane Upon this and other evidence the 
judges formed their decision, that the Nabob was not a sovereign m any 
sense, nor his Vakeel an ambassador The words of Some of them are 
remarkable The Chief Justice said, that if the Nabob was a Prince, 
“ the excrase of their power must be an usurpation in the India Com- 
pany,” but this he affirmed was not the case, for the Nabob’s treaty 
with the Company was a surrender, by him, of all power into their 
hands ” After a long argument to show that there was m the Nabob 
nothing but a “ shadow of majesty,” he concludes , “ I should not have 
thought that 1 had done my duty, if I had not given a full and determi- 
nate opinion upon this question I should have been sorry if I had left 
it doubtful, whether the empty name of a Nabob could be thrust between 
a delinquent and the laws ” The language of Mr Justice Le Maistre 
was stronger still With regard to this phantom,” said he, “ this 
man of straw, Mobareck al Dowla, it is an insult on the understanding 
of the Court, to have made a question of his sovereignty ” “ By the 
treaty which has been rea'd,” said Mr Justice Hyde, “it appears that 
Mobareck ul Dowla deprives himself of the great ensign of sovereignty— 
the nght to protect his ov\n subjects lie declares that shall be done 
by the Company ” When this opinion was received, Mr Francis 
moved at the Board, that as it would preclude them from the use of the 
Nabob’s name in their transactions with foreign states, the Directors 
might be requested, “ if it should be determined by them that the 
Subah’s government was annihilated, to instruct the Board m what form 
the government of the provinces should be admimstered for the future ” 
Mr. Hastings objected to the motion, as the declaration of the judges 
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boOKV cause it woul3 inflict sudi a wound on his authority, 
^ as it could not survive*** He also alleged that m 
1 Y 78 telligence might daily be expected from England of 
resolutions ^hich would dcadc upon his situation m 
the service and, notmthstanding the opposition of 
one half of the Council, he decided, by his casting 
S^ote, that hir Fowke, m spite of the command of 
jthc Directors, should not be replaced* 

On the 27th of May, 177fl, the Conrt of Directors 
wnte, “ We have read with astonishment your formal 
resolution to suspend the execution of our orders 
relative to Mr Francis Fowke. Your proceedings at 
large are now before us. We shall take such mca 
surcs as appear necessary for prcscrvmg the authority 
of the Coiul of Directors, and for prmcntmg sucli 
instances of direct and wilful disobedience in our 
servants m time to come At present wc repeat the 
commands contomed m the sixty sc\ enth paragraph 
of our letter of the 30th Januarv, J778 and direct 
that they bejramed into immediate exccntion ” * 

I Tlie place rendered >ncont in the Council, by the 
death of Colonel Monson bad been supphed, by the 
appointment of Wider, who commonly voted with 
Francis , but as General Clavcring died in tlic end of 
the month of August, 1777, the decisions of the 
Counal ^\crc still, by lus own casting vote, at the 
command of the Governor Gcueral 

Another of tlic transactious, uhich, dunng the 
asccndanc) of his opponents, had most deeply offend 
cd the Governor General, was the subversion of Ins 
regulations respecting the go\crnment and house 
hold of the Nabob iVs this liowcvcr, liod obtained 
the sanction of the Court of Directors and tlic ap- 

‘ The rnipwl doctrmwti r«p«tioc ihwa tr*in*ctIooi m»y bo fomUl 
in ill* Apf>eTjdii to llie rifth Report of ibe Sflccl CtmmJtleo, I78I } 00 1 

h tlw Minotw of ETldeoccontLoTiW ftf Nf lltjllcjt 
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pointment of Mahomed Reza Klian in particular had 
met with their specific approbation, some colour for 
reversing these measures was very much to be de- 
siied. The period, at which the Nabob would come 
of age, was approaching. In the secret consultations 
on the 23d of July, 1778, the Governor-General de- 
sired that a letter from the Nabob Blubarek iil Dowla 
might be lead. In tliis letter the Nabob stated that 
he had now, by the favour of God, amved at that 
stage of life, his twentieth year, when the laws of his 
coimtr}’’ assigned to him the management of his own 
affairs , he complained of the severity witli which he 
had been treated by Mahomed Reza Khan ; and 
prayed that he might be relieved from this state of 
degi’ading tutelage, and allowed to assume the admi- 
nistration of liis omi government and affau’s. 

Mr. AVheler and h'lr, Francis maintained, that it 
was not competent for the delegated government of 
India to subvert a regulation of so much importance, 
which had been directly confirmed by ,the Court of 
Directors ; and that the requisition of the Nabob 
should be transmitted to England for the determina- 
tion of the superior power. Mr. Hastings and Mr 
Barwell insisted that justice admitted of no delay'. 
It is remarkable, how these contending parties in India 
could reverse their pleas, as often as their interests 
required that different aspects of the same cu’cum- 
stances should be held up to view. In 1775, wfien 
the party in opposition to the Gnyernor-General 
meant to alter the regidations which he had formed, 
they represented it as them object, to recover the 
country government from the state of feebleness and 
insignificance, to which it waS Mr. Hastings’s avowed 
policy to reduce it ” The Governor-General, in op- 
position to the^e pretences, declared, that “ all the 
arts of policy cannot conceal the power by which 
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these provinces are ruled nor can all the arts of 
CsafS sophistry avail to transfer the responsibihty of them 
' jy 76 to the Nabob when it is ns visible ns the light of the 
sun, that they originate from our own government 
that the Nabob is a mere pageant, without the 
shadow of authority, and even his most consequential 
agents receive their appomtment from the recom 
mendation of the Company, and the express noraina 
tion of then* servants ” * Notwithstanding these re- 
cord^ sentiments, the Governor General could now 
dednre “ Tlie Nabob r demands are grounded on 
positive rights, which will not admit of discussion 
He lias an mcontestable right to the management of 
h^ own household He has an incontestable nght 
to the Nizamut it is hisby inhentance the depen 
dants of the Nizamut Adaolut, and of the rotizdary* 
have been repeatedly declared by the Company, and 
by this government, to appertain to the Nizamut* 
For these reasons I am of opmion that the rcqoisitioiis 
contained in the Nabobs letter ought to be comphed 
with * In the eagerness of lus passions, the Go- 
Tcmor-Gencrol, by asserting tlic incontestable right 
of the Nabob to all the powers of the Nizamut, 
transferred a great part of the government Under 
the Mogul constitution, the government of the pro- 
MDCcs consisted of two parts the Dewance or col 
lection of the revenues, and the ndministration of the 
pnnapal branches of the civil department of justice 
nnd the Nizamut or the miUtnrj branch of the go- 
vernment, with the snpcnntendnncc of the criminal 
department of judicature And of these the Den ance 
nos subordinate to the Nizamut In tins exalted 


> Sfuiui* of Ibo CoTemor>C€BtT*l ca the Tlli Die. 177^ riftt Rf- 
ctiBpra,p.Ct tnxIAjtp No C 

• ««rttc8cu«l£«lcc*, Sib M»*tli,l77a. HWi Rtpert p 25 Arp 
\Dt(V) ^ ^ 



23 


given to Miinni/ the Begum. ' 

caj}acity, it was never meant to recognise the Nabob; 
and the language exhibits a useful specimen of the 
sort of arguments, to serve a purpose, which vagne 
and imperfect notions of Indian policy have enabled 
those who were interested always to employ.^ 


1 At the time, \\ hen Nuncomar accused Mr Hastings, an indictment 
fnr a conspiracy i\as brouglil against him, Roy Radachurn, and others 
Roy Radachurn was the Vaheel of the Bengal Nabob, and claimed the 
pni liege of an ambassador To bnng him under the poa or of the Court, 
It was tliought necessary to prove that lug master was in no respect a 
Prince For this purpose Mr. Hastings made an affidant, that ho and 
his Counal, in 1772, had appointed Munny Begum, and all her subor- 
dinates , that they had appointed courts of laws, both cml and criminal, 
b} their own authority, and without consulting the Nabob, that “ the 
civil courts were made solely dependant on the Presidency of Calcutta, 
and tliat the said criminal courts were put under the inspection and 
control of the Company’s servants, although ostensibly under the name of 
the Nazim , and that the revenues were exclusively in the hands of the 
Company ” Tlie inference was, that not a particle of sovereign power 
belonged to the Nabob. Affidavits to the same purpose were made by 
Mr George Vansittart and hir Lane Upon this and other evidence the 
judges formed their decision, that the Nabob was not a sovereign m any 
sense, nor his Vakeel an ambassador The words of Some of them are 
remarkable The Chief Justice said, that if the Nabob was a Pnnee, 
“ the exercise of their power must be an usurpation in the India Com- 
pany,” but this he affirmed was not the case, for the Nabob’s treaty 
with the Company was a surrender, by him, of all power into their 
hands ” After a long argument to show that there was in the Nabob 
nothing but a “ shadow of majesty,” he concludes , “ I should not have 
thought that 1 had done my duty, if I had not given a full and determi- 
nate opinion upon this question I should have been sorry if I had left 
it doubtful, whether the empty name of a Nabob could be thrust between 
a delinquent and the laws ” The language of Mr Justice Le Maistre 
was stronger still With regard to this phantom,” said he, “ this 
man of straw, Mobareck al Dowla, it is an insult on the understanding 
of the Court, to have made a question of his sovereignty ” “ By the 
treaty which has been rea'd,” said Mr Justice Hyde, “it appears that 

Mobareck ul Dowla deprives himself of the great ensign of sovereignty 

the nght to protect his ov\n subjects He declares that shall be done 
by the Company ” When this opinion was received, Mr Francis 
moved at the Board, that as it would preclude them from the use of the 
Nabob’s name in their transactions with foreign states, the Directors 
might be requested, “ if it should be determined by them that the 
Subah’s govemmeut was annihilated, to instruct the Board m what form 
the government of the provinces should be admimstered for the future ” 
Mr. Hastings objected to the motion, as the declaration of the judges 
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BOOKV Letters were also brought from the Nabob, ttIucIi 
^ the known wish of the Governor Geneml could not 
J778 fail to obtain, requestmg that his step-mother Munny 
Begum of whom he had formerly complamcd, 
“sjiould take on herself the management of the Nir 
samut, without the interference of any person what 
soever ‘ Mahomed Beia Khan wai accdrdingly 

told DOthmg bat nhat bft »d was kDown, and acted upoa before 
The; bad ucd tbe Nabob ■ ime it was tree hi deference to the com 
nmods of tbe Directors " bot I do not said be, " rejnember eav io^ 
stance, bod I hope cume wQl be found, of ocr baring been »o dism^uoos 
as to disciaim car own power, or to a£nn that tbe Nabob was tbe real 
aoieretgn of these p tor lu ces." He cert proceeds to coodemn the Sction 
of tbe Nabobs forcrnmenc. ^^In edect,*’ he sajs, I do not hesitate 
to sij that I look upon this state of indscisiDn to hare been productire 
of all tbo embarrassments which w« hare eipcnroced wHh the foreign 
settlkmenls It has been productire of great inconrcn euc«s it 

has prereMcd as from acting with tigour to oor disputes with tbs Dutch 
and French Instead of regretting, with Mr Frands, tbeoccosioo 
which deprives ei of so aseless and baitful a disgabc I sbnald rather 
wen It really tbe c&se and cocsidef it as a cnsis which freed the 
consdtaHon of oorgorenreent froan ooe of its greatMt delects And if 
the orauoaods of oor boooarable eroplorefs, *lud are espected bj the 
ships of tbe sestOB, shall leare ns omnstrocted cm this sobject, which 
has been so pomteiD/ referred to them m the letters of tbe late adminis- 
traiMW I now declare (hat I sha0 cooitrne the ostdssioo ns a tadt and 
discretKKul reference of tbe sotject to tbe judgment and detenninatian 
ofthd Board and will propose that we do stand forth in the name of 
tl>e Compaoj' as the actnal gorernmeot of tbrse pnnincesj andassame 
the esercHe of it In erery instance wiihoat aoj concealment or par 
tidpalioiu" hlinates of £iideoce os tbe Traf of Mr Hastings, 
lOTl— tOfP ^^^>ea alj these facts ore Lnows the rehem^t tool 
which Mr Hastlcgs becaase it now mited his purpose dnplared for 
tbe CctltKKts aaibonijoftbe Nabob, bos a nomewhi^ cierj render will 
sopptj 

' Of the mode la which soefa n letter was procured, nobody who 
knows tl e nlatne sltuslKin of the parties can entertain a doaU. The 
jnd’et of the vupreme court apoo a letter of tbe some Nabob III July 
3775 lU}aa^xH>o^Jy gave ihefuUowlng opiaiosi Tho Nabobs age bra 
si/aerura i ocli (b^ there no tnan, either m England or India, will 
be! eie he w aid be induced to wnte sach a letter was it ant dictated 
tohlA br the ►-cuti of tboje wltorate this Kttletneirt : or onless bo was 
perf ctlrcrmTincrd it would be ogrreaUr lo and eomeide with iLeirsen 
tunenfs. \\ e always hair and always shall consider aleltrr of hcimoi 
ifom thjt Nabob, the same as a klur from the Oorernor-GeoefaJ and 
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removed; i\Iimny Begum was replaced in her ancient BOOKV. 
office ; subordinate to her, Gourdass was re-instated ^ 
in tliat of controller of the household ; and a person 177 s. 
called Sudder al Hok as appointed to the superin- 
tendance of the judicial department. To these 
several offices, which weie all included in the trust of 
IMahomed Reza Khan, salaries were appropiiated. 
amounting to 18,000 rupees lieyond uhat he had 
received. The incapacit}’’ of Blunny Begum, when 
compared with IMahomed Reza, could admit of no 
dispute ; and the peraicious influence of the eunuchs 
who governed her delayed not to give Hastings 
uneasiness. On the 10th of Octobei of the same 
yeai (1778), he was obliged to wiite to the Naliob, 

“ that the affairs both of tlie Phouzdary and Adaidut 
weie m the greatest confusion imaginable, and that 
daily robberies and murders %vere perjietrated 
throughout the country , — that his dependants and 
people, actuated by selfish and avaricious views, had 
by their interference so impeded the liusniess of jus- 
tice, as to throw the whole country into a state of 
confusion.” 

B'leanwhile the report of this transaction was re- 
ceived in England; and the Court of Directois, in 
their letter of the 4th of Februaiy, tiansmit their 
sentiments upon it m the following teims “ We by 
no means approve your late proceedings on the ap- 
plication of the Nabob. IMubarek ul Dowla for the 
removal of the Naib Subahdar In regard to the 
Nabob’s desire to take charge of his own affairs, we > 
find it declared by one of your own membeis, and not 
contradicted, that the Nabob is, in his own person, 
utterly incapable of executing any of those offices 

I j 

.Council” Minutes of Evidence on the Tnal, p 1079, and Appendix,]! , 

547 According to this rule, the letter on w Inch Mr Hastings laid Ins 
’superstructure was a letter from himself to himself 
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;bookv which were deemed of essential importance to the 
CttAF 3. welfare of the country The Nabob b letters leave 
J-Y8 115 nq doubt of the true design of this extraordinary 
business bang, to bnng forward Munny Begum, and 
again to invest her with improper power and influence, 
notmthstanding our former declaration, that so great 
a part of the Nabobs allowance hod been embezzled 
or misapplied, under her supenntendance. You have 
requested this mexpencnced young man, to permit 
oU the present judges and officers of the Niznraut 
and Phousdary Adauluts or courts of criminal jus- 
tice, and also all the Pliousdars or officers appointed 
to guard the pence of the country, to continue in 
office until he the Nabob thaU have formed a plan 
for a new arrangement of those offices And it is 
with equal surprise and concern, that we observe this 
request mtroduced, and the Nabob s ostensible rights 
so solemnly asserted at ihu period by onr Governor 
General because, on a late ocamon, to sci-vc a \ory 
different purpose he has not scrupled to declare it ns 
visible as the bght of the sun, that the Nabob is a 
mere pageant, and without even the shadow of nutho- 
nty No orcumstance has happened, since that de- 
claration was made, to render the Nabob more inde- 
pendent, nor to give him any additional degree of 
power or consequence you must therefore have been 
ncll apprised that your late concessions to l^luliarck 
ul Donla were unnecessary, and as such unwarmnt 
able As we deem it for the u'clfare of the country, 
that the office of Nnlb Siibnhdar lx* for the present 
continued and that this high office sliould bo filled 
b> a person of wisiloni experience and nppro\«l 
fidclitj to the Company and ns we Jm\e no reason 
jto alter our opinion of I^taliomcd Beza Khan wc 
ipfrtitivel} direct that you forthuith ^ignif) to the 
iKnbob Afubarck al Dowla our pleasure tlmt Ma 
I 
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^ Jionicd jRcra Klinn be inDnedialcly restored to the bookv 
oflice ofNnib Subalidar.* ^ 

The ‘^tate of the iclalions beb\ccn the Company’s 1778. 
povemmont and the IMahralta po^\ ers bad for some 
time pics'^cd nitb considerable nciglit upon the atten- 
tion of tlie Council. The treat}" which Iiad been 
concluded by Colonel Upton, commonly distinguished 
by the title of the tieaty of Poorundcr, had left the 
minds of the governing paity at Poonah, and those of 
the Bomba}’ Presidency, in a 'state of mutual jealousy 
and dissatisfaction Tlic occupation of Snlsette, and 
the other concessions n hich had been extorted, but 
above all the countenance and protection still afford- 
ed to Eagoba, ranUed in the minds of the Poonah 
ministiy , wlnle the Bombay rulers, condemned and 
frustiated by the Supreme Council, but encouraged 
by the approbation of the Court of Directors, stood 
upon the watch foi any plausible opportunity of evad- 
ing or infringing the treaty. Colonel Upton, though 
he remained at Poonah till the commencement of the 
year 1777 , departed before any of the material stipu- 
lations had been earned into effect Putty Sing, as 
by the treaty it had been lendcred his inteiest, dis- 
avowed his nght to ahenate in favour of the Com- 
pany any portion of the Guicawar dominions , and 
the Poonah Council made use of the favour shown 
to Bngoba, as a pretext for delaymg or evading the 
concessions they had made. 

A new feature was soon added to these disputes, by 
the arrival of a French ship in one of the Mahratta 
ports, and the reception given at Poonah to some 
gentlemen whom she landed, as on a mission from 

1 Fiftli Report, ut supra, p 24 — S2, and App No 6, also the charges 
against Mr Hastings, "No 17, with Mr Hastings’s answer see also the 
Evidence both for the Prosecution and Defence in Minutes of Evidence, 
at supra. 
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The French Intrigue icith the Mahrailat 

the king of France. This arcnmstance strongly ex- 
cited the English jealousy and fears The object at 
which the French were supposed to mm, was the es- 
tablishment of a factory at Poonah and the acquisi- 
tion of a sea port on the coast of Malabar These 
adrantages would enable them, it was apprehend- 
ed, to sustain a competition wnth the English 
m matters of trade, and to annoy them seriously in a 
penod of war The asseverations of the Sfahnitta 
government, that nothing os in view prejudianl to 
the interests of the Company gn\e httle satisfaction 
Colonel Upton, whose partinhty was engaged to the 
treaty which he had concluded and the party whom 
he served, acaised the Bombay Presidency, and 
answered for the sincent} and pacific designs of the 
Mahrattas. l\rr Hastings leaned to the suspicious 
side his opponents uig^ tlie propriety of yielding 
contentment to the IVInhmttas, especially by the aban- 
donment of Bogoba Tlic probabihty of a rupture 
between France and England was already contem 
plated m India and, os it was to be expected that 
the French would aim nl the recovery of their influ 
cnee in Indio so I\Ir Hostings at least, thought that 
the western coast was the place where they had the 
best prospect of success and the support of the 
I^Iohmttas the means most likely to be adopted for 
the accomplishment of their ends 

The progress of inquny respecting tlie agent from 
France discovered, that his name was St Lubin, 
that he was a mere adventurer, who had opened to 
thcFrcncIi Mimstcrof Mnnnc a project, supported by 
exaggerated and false representations, for acquiring 
an influence in the Mahratta councils and an csta 
bbilimcnt in the 3IohrattQ country, and that he had 
been entrusted w ith n sort of clandestine commission, 
as on experiment, for ascertaining if nn> footing or 



ndvaiitnge might be gained. The Presidency of BOOK v. 
Bombay rcjnesented to the Sujircmc Council, that ^ 
St. Lnbin recei\cd the most alarming countenance 1778. 
from the Poonah ministers ; that nothing could be 
moic dangerous to the Company, than a combined 
attack from the IMahrattas and French And they 
urged the policy of anticipating the designs of their 
enemies, by espousing tlie cause of Ragoha ; and 
putting an end to the poivcr of men, who waited only 
till their schemes werc'iipc for execution, to begin 
an attack upon the Company. The Bombay Presi- 
dency were more enilioldened in their importunity, 
by a letter fi om the Court of Directors, containing 
their observations on the conduct of the Supreme 
Council in taking the negotiation with the Malirattas 
out of the hands of the Bombay govenimcnt, and on 
the treaty which the Supreme Council had concluded 
with the Poonah rulers. “ We approved,” said the 
Duectors, “under every ciicumstance, of keeping all 
territories and possessions ceded to the Company by 
Ragoba, and gave duections to the Presidencies of 
Bengal and Fort St. George to adopt sticli measures 
as might be necessary for their presei vation and de- ' 

fence But we are extiemely concerned to find, from 
the teims of the treaty concluded by Colonel Upton 
at Poonah, that so great a saciifice has been improvi- 
dently made , and especially, that the important 
cession of Bassein to the Company by Ragoba, has 
been rendered of no effect. We cannot but disap- 
prove of the mode of interference of the Govemor- 
Geneial and Council, by sending an ambassador to 
Poonah without first consulting you, and of their 
determination to disavow and invahdate the treaty 
formerly entered into by an agent from your Presi- 
dency, 'and solemnly ratified under the seal of the 
Company, We are corivinced that Bassein, which is 
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so grent nn object witli ns, might have been obtained 
if they had authorized you to treat either with Ra- 
goba, or with the mmistcrs at Poonah rcjserving the 
final approval and ratification of the treaty to them 
selves This is the precise line we wish to have 
drawn and wlucii we have directed our Govemors- 
Gencral and Coundl m future to pursue. We are of 
opinion, that an alliance onginaUy mth Ragoba would 
have been more for the honour and advantage of the 
Company, and more bkely to be lasting, than that 
concluded at PoonaK His pretensions to the supreme 
nuthonty appear to os better founded than those of 
Ins competitors , and, therefore, if the conditions of 
the treaty of Poonah have not been strictly fulfilled on 
the part of the Jfahrattas, and if, from any dreum 
stance, our Governor General and Coundl shall deem 
it expedient, wc have no objection to an alhance 
^with Ragoba, on the terms agreed upon between him 
and yoxL" 

While these arcumstanecs were under the consider* 
otioo of the Supreme Council at Calcutta, mtclhgcncc 
arrived, that the nvnlship of Siccaram Baboo and 
Nana Fumavese had produced n division in the 
Council at Poonah that a part of the ministers, 
with Siccaram Baboo at tlicir head had resolved to 
dcdarc for Ragoba, had apphed for the assistance of 
the Engbsli to place in his hands the powers of go 
vemment and that the Presidency of Bombay liad 
resolved to co-operate mth them in liis favour This 
subject produced tlie usual tram of debate and con 
tcntion in the Supreme Council where Mr Pranas 
and i\Ir "Whclcr condemned the resolution of the 
President and Coundl of Bomiray, first, ns illegal, 
because not taken with the approbation of the 
supreme authority next, os unjust, by infringing the 
treaty and finally, impobtiC, by incurnng the dan 
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gCYS and burdens of u'ar: Tlie Governor-General 
and jMr Barwell appi’oved it, as autlioiized by the 
suddenness and greatness of tlie emergency, and the 
declared sentiments of the Court of Directors ; as 
not unjust, since the piincipal party with whom the 
treaty was formed now applied for the interference 
of the Company; and as not impolitic, because it 
anticipated the e^ il designs of a hostile party, and 
gave to the Company an accession of territorial re- 
venue, while it promised them a permanent influence 
in the iMalivatta councils. It was resolved, in conse- 
quence, that a supply of money and a leinforcement 
of troops should be sent to the Presidency of Bombay, 
The Governor-General proposed that a force should 
be assembled at Calpee, and should march by the 
most practicable route to Bombay. This also gave 
rise to a warm debate, both on the policy of the plan, 
and the danger of entrusting a detachment of the 
Company’s army to travei’se India through the domi- 
nions of princes, whose disposition had not been pre- 
viously asceitained. It was finally determined, that 
the force should consist of six battalions of Sepoys, 
one company of native artilleiy, and a corps of ca- 
valry , that I it should be commanded by Colonel 
Leslie , and anticipate, by its expedition, the obstruc- 
tion of the rains. That commander was instructed 
to take his route through the province of Berai’, of 
which the rulers were fnendly ; to obtain, wheie pos- 
sible, the consent of the pinnces or chiefs, through 
whose territories he might have occasion to pass; 
but even when refused, to pursue his march , to be 
careful in preventmg injury to the country or mhabi- 
tants , to allow his course to be retarded by the pur- 
suit of no extraneous object ; and to consider himself 
under the command of the Bombay Presidency from 
the commencement of his march. That Presidency 
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March of an Eighth Detachment 

BOOKV were nt the same time instructed to use their utmost 
^ endcnTOurs to defeat the maclimations of theFrencli^ 
1778, to msist upon the execution of the treaty to take 
qdvtmtagc of e\cry change of drcumstances for ob- 
fmntug beneficial concessions to the Com|)any and, 
if they observed any violation of the treaty or any 
refusal to fulfil its terms, to form a new alliance with 
Rngoba, and concert with him the best expedient for 
retrieving his afiairs 

In the mean tune onotlicr Change had taken place 
m the ilnctuating odnumstration at Poonah The 
party of Siccamm Baboo had preiTuled over that of 
Nana Fuma\ esc without the co-opcration of Bogoba 
and it was immediately apprehended at Bombay, that 
tliey would no longer desire or admit os an associate, 
a party i\ho nould supersede themselves. TJic orgu* 
ments, urged, upon this chonge, by Mr Francis and 
Jlr Wheler, did not succeed m stopping the march 
of tlic troops because tlic unsettled stale of the go 
^e^lment of Poonoli, and the machinatioDs of the 
Frcncli rendered it highly expedient, in the opinion 
of the Governor General, tliat the Presidency of 
Bombay should be fnmishcd with suffiaent power, 
both to guard against dangerous and to take ad\an 
tage of favourable, arcurastanccs and events 

The detachment cxpcncnccd some shght oImIitic 
lion at the commencement of its rnardi, from some of 
the petty hlahratta chiefs upon which, as indicating 
danger if it procectlcd any further, Mr Francis rc 
neued Ills importumtics for its recall IMr Ilattings 
opposed hi8 arguments, on the ground that after a 
feu (lays mnrcli the troops would nmvc in Bundd 
cuntl v-luch was independent of the iMolimttns 
would thcncc pa sinto tlic tcrritoncs of the Rajnh of 
Btrar in which ihp\ would lie received witli fnend 
slup, that on ciuiUing the tcmtoncs of tlic Bojah, 
1 
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of Pitt’s East India Bill 

llie three courts of common law; and ten memhers BOOK v, 
fiom the houses of parliament. Tlie subservience of 
the judges of the common law com ts to the minister, 1734?. 
or to the master of the minister, is the doctiine of one 
of the most remarkable parts of the Bntish constitu- 
tion ; the tnal by jury. If it n ere not foi* the wiong 
bias to n Inch the judges of England are liable, and all 
biases are trifling compared with the bias towards the 
Court, the institution of a jury would not onl}’- be 
useless, but hurtful And if this be the doctiine of 
the constitution, there is assuredly none of its doc- 
trines, which an experience moie full and complete, 
an experience more nearly unvaiying, can be adduced 
to confirm. 

Such is the state of the case, in as far as regards 
that pait of the proposed tribunal, consisting of the 
ordinary judges With legard to that part which 
consisted of members chosen by the two houses of 
parliament, the case is denied by the doctiine of the 
authors of tlie bill themselves. Mr Pitt and his 
fi’iends maintained, and nobody affected to deny, that 
the members to be chosen by paihament for Mr. Fox’s 
Diipctors, would be “ nominees” of the ministei’. 

There was nothing whicli could give the mimstei a 
power of nomination in that, which lie would not pOs- 
sess in the present case. The second class of the 
members of the tnbunal would, therefore, be “ no- 
minees ” of the minister.^ 

1 Por some cunous information on tins subject, see a debate wbicb 
took place in tbe.House of Commons, on the 10th of Februarj', 1785; 
on the posime fact, that a mimstenal list of members t6 be balloted for, 
on thfe very first choice for this new tnbunal, was handed to members, 
by the dooi-keeper, at the door of the House Cobbett’s Pari Hist, 

1054^ — 1060 After some expenence, viz on th& 19th M^rch, 1787, 

Mr Burke said, that the new judicature was infinitely the worst sort 
of jury that could be instituted, because it had one of the greatest objec- 
tions belonging to it that could belong to any panel The members of it 



